
Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry 
 

Submission from Former Girls and Boys Abused in Quarriers Homes 
 
 
Dear Convenor, James Dornan MSP,  
 
I am writing to update you on the following;  
 
Former Boys and Girls Abused in Quarriers Homes (FBGA) perspective of  
Deputy 1st Minister John Swinney MSP, recent statement to the Scottish Parliament 
on issues relating to the Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry, Timebar and Redress for 
victims-survivors of historical institutional abuse.    
 
The background to resolving these issues was a process undertaken through an 
SHRC Interaction process organised by the Scottish Human Rights Commission and 
CELCIS in 2012-2014. Whereby all the parties to the dispute engaged with each 
other, this included representation from the Scottish Government, Catholic Church, 
Quarriers and other institution’s alongside individual victims-survivors and a number 
of groups including FBGA and INCAS.  
 
The process resulted in the “SHRC InterAction Plan on Justice for Victims of 
Historical Abuse of Children in Care” 
 
This InterAction Plan had a number of elements in the plans that were agreed by all 
of the parties in the Interaction process as the basis of a resolution to these issues.  
 
In addition an Interaction Review group with representation of independent victims-
survivors FBGA and INCAS was set up to monitor the implementation of the 
Interaction Plan and report into SNAP (Scottish National Action Plan) SHRC. 
 
The Scottish Government has since implemented the following elements of the 
InterAction Plan since 2014, National Public Inquiry, National Confidential Forum, 
Integrated Victims-Survivors National Support Fund, Apology Law and has now 
brought forward a bill for Timebar for Access to Justice. 
 
The following elements of the InterAction plan remain outstanding Redress- 
Reparation and Appropriate forms of Commemoration.  

The Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry; 

The change to the inquiry remit is a positive change and will bring clarity to this now. 
We were not supportive of widening the remit to such a degree whereby it had a 
major impact on the timescale. “We were mindful of the issues that have occurred 
regarding the English child abuse inquiry.  
 
The Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry terms of reference and remit are focused, targeted 
and achievable in a reasonable timescale including with this additional change.” 
 



FBGA highlighted to the Scottish Government and the Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry 
team in meetings why this particular change to the Inquiry remit was essential and 
necessary.  1 
 
We feel strongly that the Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry should have set-up a 
consultation reference panel group with a broad spectrum of representation which 
included victims-survivor representation as they will be the primary users of the 
Inquiry. FBGA requested such a reference group in our original submission to the 
Inquiry and in the Interaction.  
 
While the Inquiry team are meeting with victims-survivor groups such as FBGA and 
others individually. In our view it would have been extremely helpful to have a 
broader representative reference consultation group to raise issues collectively and 
constructively in a forum. Such as issues over the Inquiry remit and have others 
included. This may have avoided a lot of the negative media coverage around the 
Inquiry to-date.   
 
FBGA have some concerns that a two panel team may not be sufficient or robust 
enough, but have been assured by the Scottish Government and the Inquiry Panel 
that the 2005 Inquiries Act permits Lady Smith to appoint Assessors. We would like 
to see an individual Expert Assessor who has a particular skill set and experience in 
Human Rights represented within the Inquiry team. As the Inquiry original mandate 
included a Human Rights approach.  
 
Timebar; 
 
This is a major step forward and one of the key elements in the InterAction plan. We 
believe that this will provide Justice and a remedy for many victims when the bill is 
enacted Many victims-survivors were previously denied access to Justice due to the 
current imposition of Timebar.  
 
Redress & Reparation; 
 
FBGA have submitted Redress and Reparation proposals to the parties including the 
Scottish Government a best practice model and proposals for addressing these 
issues. FBGAs  proposals are victim-survivor centred and best practice guided from 
other countries affected by similar historical abuse issues. This FBGA Redress 
model addresses the Pre: 1964 issues and also those former residents abused who 
do not wish to be involved in possible adversarial court cases in the future and is a 
reconciliation model too.  

Appropriate forms of Commemoration;  

FBGA position is that until ALL the other elements in the InterAction Plan are 
resolved this element is somewhat premature but FBGA have put forward 
suggestions how this may be progressed and achieved. However it is not a priority at 
this time for FBGA.   
 

                                                 
 



FBGA are seeking the full implementation of the InterAction Plan in its entirety 
whereby there are equitable and just resolutions. We hope our constructive 
engagement provides a better understanding of the impact and issues directly 
affecting Quarriers Homes victims-survivors and others.  
 
FBGA also meet regularly with the current Quarriers organisation and senior 
management in an InterAction process.  
 
Victims-Survivors and groups representatives have been involved in  helping shape, 
form and design all the projects within the elements of the Interaction Plan since 
Interaction process concluded. FBGA along with other survivors have also been 
involved in these issues since 2003.  
 
Should the Convenor or committee members require further information please 
contact me. 
 


