
RESPONSE FROM CLACKMANNANSHIRE COUNCIL 
 

a) Has the structure of the Senior Phase in Curriculum for Excellence allowed for 
better learning and overall achievement than previously? 
 

• Yes.  There is a much wider range of appropriate pathways available to young 
people, for example, partnership with college and employers to deliver relevant 
learning experiences.  However, pupil achievement levels are hampered by the 
constant change in SQA arrangements and rigid traditional assessment structure.   

• Clearly a concern around the ever-changing assessment arrangements eg 
Computing: 5 changes in 5 years to the N5 & H courses. 
 
b) Education Scotland says the Senior Phase has the “flexibility to offer a range 
of pathways that meet the needs and raise the attainment levels of all learners”. How 
do your schools offer flexibility to their learners through the Senior Phase and how 
does this impact on the range of subjects available and the depth of pupils’ learning? 
 

• Examples as above and the conviction of schools to develop innovative 
approaches to timetabling and curriculum options, involving partners. 

• Collaborative working across all Secondaries facilitates a wider range of 
pathways for our young people. 

• More focus on the SCQF framework regarding pupil attainment would support 
the flexibility above, however, the traditional measurements of 5@ could work 
against this flexible approach. 
 
c) Do you think there has been a narrowing of the range of subjects and subject 
choices in? 
 

I.broad general education (BGE)? No 
II.S4? No 

III.S5? No 
IV.S6? No 
 
There has been an increase in the wider learning experiences and subjects available 
to young people.  For example, Level course, Foundation Apprenticeships, DofE. 
 
d) What are the factors that influence the range of subject choices? Possible 
factors include: curriculum timetabling; local decision making; school size; area and 
school demography. 
 
The most significant factor is pupil need within the available resources of each school 
and across the wider council. 
 
e) Have you experienced any changes in the level of uptake in particular subjects 
in the past 5 years? If so, what subjects in particular and what do you think has caused 
this change? 
 

• Where there has been a drop off in attainment through changes to SQA 
arrangements etc, numbers have dropped. 

https://education.gov.scot/parentzone/learning-in-scotland/senior-phase/What%20is%20the%20senior%20phase?


• Non-compulsory status of Modern Languages has impacted on presentation 
numbers. 
 
f) What is the impact, positive or negative, of any limitations on subject choices? 
 

• Where there has been staffing issues within establishments, a negative 
impact is evident regarding pupil numbers. 
 
 


