
 

Alys Rodwell 
My experience relates to the 3+3 model. 

a) Has the structure of the Senior Phase of the Curriculum for Excellence allowed for 
better learning and overall achievement than previously? 
 
No – achievement levels have dropped, this is particularly evident with regard to pupils of 
mid-range ability (i.e. General level in Standard Grade / those that are not quite up to N5s) 
as the N4s are often considered “worthless” by employers. 
 
b) Education Scotland says the Senior Phase has the “flexibility to offer a range of 
pathways that meet the needs and raise the attainment levels of all learners”. How does 
your school offer flexibility to its learners through the Senior Phase and how does this 
impact on the range of subjects available and the depth of pupils’ learning? 
 
Because less subjects are available to be taken at N5 than at Standard Grade, pupils are 
being forced to take only those subjects which are necessary for their perceived future 
career. This means that some subjects are being phased out. The reduction in pupils taking 
Languages is a case in point – and hardly what is required for a small nation which thinks it 
should be playing a part in Europe!  
 
c)    Do you think there has been a narrowing of the range of subjects and subject choices 
in: 
I.        broad general education (BGE)? 
As yet, only German has been dropped, however subject choices are likely to become 
narrower as less mainstream subjects become untenable. 
 
II.        S4? 
Definitely – particularly with regard to Languages German N5 is no longer available at my 
kid’s school – primarily because pupils cannot take all the subjects they would like. Only 
allowing six subjects also narrows the horizons of many pupils who are forced to drop 
subjects that they might have taken further. Having so little flexibility also means that pupils 
are effectively having to choose their Highers when they choose their N5s. This often also 
means that they have to choose their future career when in S3, which is too soon. The 
benefits of a broad Scottish education are disappearing… My scientific kids would have 
taken a language at N5 but could not do so as it would have meant that they would have to 
drop a subject necessary for their chosen career paths.   
 
III.        S5? 
Definitely – Languages in particular. If there hasn’t been an opportunity at S4 then there is 
no chance at S5. Sadly, some pupils will have been so restricted with only 6 N5s that they 
find they are being effectively forced on the wrong career path as they have no option but to 
continue with 5 of those subjects.  
 
IV.        S6? 
Definitely – Languages in particular. If there hasn’t been an opportunity at S4 and S5 then 
there is no chance at S6. 
 
 

https://education.gov.scot/parentzone/learning-in-scotland/senior-phase/What%20is%20the%20senior%20phase?


 

c) What are the factors that influence the range of subject choices? Possible factors 
include: curriculum timetabling; local decision making; school size; area and school 
demography. 
 
Essentially Curriculum for Excellence. We are lucky to have a very good school and the 
demographics mean that there is a high value placed on Education ….pity help the capable 
kids living in more deprived areas. 
 
d) Have you experienced any changes in the level of uptake in particular subjects in the 
past 5 years? If so, what subjects in particular and what do you think has caused this 
change? 
 
Definitely – Languages and less mainstream subjects. Quite simply Curriculum for 
Excellence is the root cause of this narrowing of the curriculum. It will only get worse unless 
there are changes to enable pupils to follow a broader range of subjects by taking more 
N5s. There also needs to be something more concrete for those that are academically just 
below N5 level. 
 
e) What is the impact, positive or negative, of any limitations on subject choices? 
 
There is no positive impact whatsoever. The negative impact of narrowing the subject 
choices will have a knock-on effect on the success and employability of the young people of 
this country for years to come. Curriculum for Excellence is already showing a widening of 
the attainment gap between the different ends of the socio-economic spectrum. Unless 
there are changes the standing of the Scottish Education System will continue to fall in 
comparison with the rest of the world. 
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