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EDUCATION AND SKILLS COMMITTEE 

 
 
Fiona Robertson  
Chief Executive  
Scottish Qualifications Authority 
 
Sent by email  

T3.40 
The Scottish Parliament 

Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 

Direct Tel: 0131 348 5222 
Fax: 0131 348 5600 

 es.committee@parliament.scot 
  
 26 March 2020 

Dear Ms Robertson 
 
The Committee has today written a letter to the Cabinet Secretary for Education and 
Skills seeking responses on a number of issues relating to the COVID-19 outbreak. 
Members have submitted their own individual questions in the annexe of the letter, this 
is in the absence of the opportunity to ask questions in person of the Cabinet Secretary 
during formal evidence sessions in the coming weeks. I attach the letter for your 
reference.  
 
The letter highlights that a number of the questions raised will require input from other 
organisations including the Scottish Qualifications Authority. Many of the questions 
submitted are based on contributions from teachers seeking clarification on issues that 
fall within the SQA’s remit. Therefore, to provide valuable context for the questions the 
Committee is asking, that the SQA may be asked by the Cabinet Secretary to respond 
to, I attach the questions from teachers in full in the annexe. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
CLARE ADAMSON MSP 
CONVENER 
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Annexe A 
QUESTIONS FOR CLARIFICATION FOR THE SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT AND 
THE SQA, FROM PUPILS, PARENTS AND TEACHERS 
 

How should young people with no internet access be required to complete 
coursework. Surely this is completely unfair. 

Will it be taken into consideration that students will have improved since their 
prelims and early evidence, so if the teacher were to estimate a B but the 
student has been getting high c’s earlier in the year would the b be awarded? 
 
The main things the SQA need to announce: 
 
1. Will completed coursework be collected by the SQA and marked? For my 
subject that means 20% of the mark in a school-based but under SQA exam 
conditions assignment which are all completed and ready to be marked. 
 
2. What will count as evidence of teacher judgement on National 5 and Higher 
grades? Given the SQA has abolished substantive appeals most schools don't 
collect as much evidence as they used to because it can't be used to appeal 
results 
 
3. For National 3 and 4 candidates who would normally have had three months 
more work to complete Unit Assessments etc, how will their pass be judged? If 
they have 3 out of the 4 Units complete for example would that be a pass? 
 
4. What evidence is the SQA physically going to want to see? We've been in 
school long after we should have been working at home compiling binders of 
evidence of each student's work because we don't know whether they are going 
to take our word for it on teacher judgement or if they will have a verification 
process 
 
5. For National 5 candidates, the DFM removed the need for unit assessments 
for those who would be sitting the final exam, so there is very little verifiable 
evidence available. Schools create their own prelims and these are marked in-
house, and some do them in December, others in February - might not seem like 
much of a difference but two months extra teaching is often the difference 
between a fail and a C or a C and an A.  
 
6. Will candidates have any right of appeal this year, as a one off given the 
exceptional circumstances?  
  
What will happen to exams on HN courses? I am currently on an HND social 
science course and have to complete a closed book graded unit. With the 
college's closed and school exams cancelled I'm just wondering what is in place 
for college's because it seem the college lecturers are in the dark too. 
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I realise that it’s not an easy decision to make but I don’t think it would be fair 
to take into consideration coursework because not all people have a way of 
completing It for example I need editing software that I have used in school for 
my higher photography project and not everyone has a safe environment to be 
doing this work. 
Given that England has announced that it will offer students an examination at 
the earliest stage of the next academic year if the candidate is unhappy with the 
the results given, would this be implemented in the Scottish system? This seems 
like a much more fairer system and ensures that those who are disadvantaged 
by this will come out of it with the grades they deserved e.g. those who work 
harder closer to the exam period. If not, can an individual take the exams in the 
following academic year and will this count as first sitting? 

That coursework should be cancelled as many do not have Internet access, safe 
learning environment and as libraries are shut, there is no way to work around 
this issue. 

If I don’t get the chance to prove myself through course work as some of my 
marks are bad, how will I get into university as this isn’t fair, I can’t complete 
and gain further evidence to back up the grade I need? This causes adverse 
impacts on my future pathways and further higher education 

Some kids did not do great in their prelims but took on the feedback from these 
exams and were working harder to improve so that their exams in April/May 
were a lot better.  Will these children be disadvantaged if the prelims are to be 
used to base their final grades on? 

I tutor higher maths. I have a student who did badly in their Nat4, due to a 
bereavement, who is sitting the Higher off their own back. They are doing Nat5 
at school but they won't let them do the higher. They were going to have to 
travel from across the country to sit the Higher. Is there any way they can sit it 
now? 
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As a teacher, it is appalling that we don’t yet know how our pupils will be 
assessed. Every day that this continues widens the disparity between the 
assistance that pupils are given by their school. 
 
One local school gave a senior pupil a task of watching a 30 minute PE video as 
their whole days work. 
 
Mine is issuing a constant stream of work encouraging pupils to push themselves 
even though exams are cancelled just in case we can use this additional work as 
evidence. 
 
At this point we don’t need the SQA to answer a question. At this point we need 
them to issue the same directive as in England. That teacher judgment will be 
used in the awarding of grades this year, and any pupil unsatisfied with their 
result can voluntarily sit their subject exam between August 4th and schools 
returning, or in an October or Winter diet. 
 
While still not an ideal solution, given the mess the exam cycle is in right now, it 
is the most responsible course of action. It will benefit pupil wellbeing in terms 
of them having their teacher grade or the chance to improve it later. It would 
benefit teacher wellbeing and their agency knowing the SQA and Scottish 
Government respected out judgement. 
 
Please, advocate for the use of predicted grades. Otherwise the SQA and 
Scottish Government are admitting there has never been a point in teachers 
submitting these predictions. 

With qualifications being based on coursework, how will Mathematics 
qualifications be decided as they are usually 100% exam based with no unit 
assessments? 
Course work should be cancelled because of lack of internet access and all 
libraries are closed 

Why haven’t there been delays to deadlines while SQA decide on new 
procedures for how to award pupils certification? I get that SQA needs more 
time to give out full guidance to this unprecedented situation. However, clear 
teachers also need this time. 

What's going on with the absolute shambles that is coursework. It's unfair to 
expect everyone to be able to submit it given socio-economic and just the 
general circumstances everyone faces; but it's also not fair to remove the 
requirement exclusively for those people. We have no idea whether or not we 
are meant to be writing 3000+ word dissertations or if it's going to be scrapped 
as soon as we finish it. 
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I am severely concerned about what I am going to be able to do with my future 
if I am not given the chance to show my full potential in my subjects I am 
sitting, in my final year of school. 
 
 I would like to ask how this can be resolved as it is a lot of stress upon myself 
and others. Why should teachers be allowed to decide what happens when we as 
students haven’t been given the chance to do so and what happens if I am 
unhappy with my results?  I personally believe that Scotland should take the 
opportunity to allow students to sit exams late August/early September the 
same way they are in the rest of the UK (excluding Scotland and Wales) if they 
do not receive the grades that they need to get into further education. 

What is going to happen if we do not reach requirements for Uni/college 
conditions?. 
 
What is going to happen if they don’t get marks that need to do further 
education in future . 
 
Course work isn’t a fair chance is showing a pupils hard work for exams, this is 
an unfair method my course work same with others doesn't show what my final 
grade may be in the exam.  My teachers have put these in to show what level I 
am working at, at that specific time in the year, exams are something you work 
towards. My thoughts are on trying to meet requirements given out to me from 
university and right now from speaking to teachers I will not be meeting these 
requirements but with rushed assessments and tests that don’t mean much 
when your half way through the year will never show a students full potential we 
need answers in what is going to happen to the students who are not all straight 
A’s and who needed these exams for uni/college/apprenticeships. 

If the grade they receive is not what they think is acceptable,  is there an 
appeals process or can they sit the exam in August as a re-sit?  
 
My kid not great at coursework but always gets grade better than predicted 
grade in the exam. So he is devastated he’s not getting chance to work up to 
grade required by sitting exam. 

We have coursework for 2/3 of our Higher pupils in Modern Studies & Politics 
which they have completed under exam conditions. What do we do for the other 
1/3 which will be fair to them and the other 2/3? 
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Do the SQA still expect schools to send off Higher Assignments as per the 
normal deadline? 
 
If a pupil has failed to submit an Assignment (Coursework) then they 
automatically fail the subject for that academic year ( even if they sit and pass 
the final exam). The SQA have not clarified this situation so at present a pupil 
who had to self isolate and thus failed to hand in coursework has failed their 
Higher subject- Does the SQA believe this to be fair or do they agree that 
alternative arrangements should be in place to compensate these pupils? 
 
Does the SQA trust teachers as professionals and trust their judgement? ( I am 
deadly serious) 
 
Do your job please, hold the SQA to account, no one else in Scotland does. 

At what stage will a decision be made on whether or not further uplifts of course 
materials, folios and assignments will take place?  
 
When will subject specific guidance be released for those subjects due visiting 
assessors? 
Will university grade boundaries be affected by pupils not actually doing exams, 
higher, lower etc,? 

What will happen will my grades to reach further education?  
  
As SQA exams have been called off I am completely confused as what is going 
to be going on with people like myself and others who haven’t got the best 
marks in their prelims and is not showing their best potential. I NEED better 
marks for my further education to pursue my dreams. How is this fair at all and 
it is completely in favour of people who achieved their A,B and Cs in their 
prelims. Something needs to be done about this urgently. 

My daughter has still to complete coursework for two subjects - how will she do 
this if schools are shut?  
 
Also are prelims being used as part of the grading scheme?         
I hope not as it’s not a level playing field.  the prelim exams are independently 
set in every school so are different and the levels are not the same.  Prelims 
cannot be used to appeal a grade so the converse has to be true.   
 
Did you consider just doing the Higher exams only (as this affects Uni apps) - 
personally I think this was the best option. 
 
What fallback have pupils got if they receive a fail in these unfair circumstances? 

Can the SQA inform centres that they do not expect any further coursework to 
be completed by pupils? 
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1. Are the exams happening? 
 
2. If not, how will the sqa change their requirements to gain certification?  
3. If exams are happening, why? And what will they do to make sure everyone 
who has not being able to continue their courses is treated fairly and able to still 
pass. (This is due to the fact that since such an abrupt pause has happening, I 
doubt anyone would be able to pass as well as they could due to lack of 
continual study)  
4. What will they do to support students in more practical courses? For example 
the acting students who are losing rehearsal time. 
Continual Study is the key issue in how most students have passed their exams 
in the past. Due to Corvid-19, most students have no work they can do from 
home or haven't been sent anything due to teachers not knowing. (Or simply 
cannot complete at home due to lack of resources or their home situation) 
5. Exams don't have to take place for many courses (if not all). There are other 
ways the SQA can award well earned qualifications without the need for exams. 
(Such as teacher assessments, verbal assessments, etc) Are they willing the 
change the way most qualifications are rewarded to be more fair and open due 
to the pandemic? And willing to try it out without the need of the pandemic to 
change how we award certification? 

How will you guarantee the fairness of the results when inevitably not everyone 
will be able to do their coursework? So much of it requires being in school either 
to be under assessment conditions or for the necessary materials, will courses in 
these situations have their coursework ignored? How will you account for the 
increased discrepancy in available resources and workspaces for children in 
multiple deprivation? 

What will be happening with coursework? As some pupils may not have access 
to the facilities at home to complete this putting them at a disadvantage. 

What are the SQA doing about Art & Design folios? Pupils cannot complete these 
at home, as they don't have the correct materials and equipment, but the SQA 
have not given us any information about what to do about this. SQA need to 
cancel the pick up date for these folios, and accept teacher's estimates instead 
of doing an external assessment. 
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We are working remotely to have pupils complete their N5 & Higher portfolios in 
Art & Design. This is not ideal as we have to have pupils post pictures of their 
work and seek feedback. They do not have all their work as some of it is in 
school and pupils had expected to be able to come in to complete during this 
week given initial government guidance. How will the SQA be able to ensure 
pupils are not disadvantaged? More importantly, will the SQA confirm if the 
portfolio uplift is going ahead or will teacher estimates of work based on 
supporting evidence suffice to give pupils their awards? Presumably the folios 
cannot be marked in the middle of a pandemic. Who do they expect to organise 
work receipt from pupils and to pack the work up in school given schools are 
closed expect to keyworkers' pupils? Art teachers are talking about boycotting 
the marking of art & design work if their professional judgement cannot be relied 
upon to provide estimated gradings. Even doing estimates is difficult as we do 
not have all the work. 

Can coursework be cancelled? A lack of internet facilities and safe learning 
environments as well as the closed libraries city wide mean that children with 
the money to afford internet facilities are at an unfair advantage. It is not fair 
that some children can’t work on their coursework due to a lack of money to pay 
for internet facilities whilst those with money can. 

Guidance on SQA work due to be uplifted that cannot be submitted online, 
particularly Art & Design and Photography portfolios 

Will SQA respect the integrity of Art and Design teachers to provide informed 
and accurate estimates for their students, in line with the trust being shown to 
their colleagues in other subjects? And can they give a definitive answer as to 
whether or not there will be an uplift of folios this year bearing in mind students 
will have lost out on 5 weeks of work and therefore units remain unfinished and 
unmounted. Continuing to leave this unaddressed is a source of concern and 
anxiety for staff and students alike. 
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Now that schools are rightly closed for S4-S6 pupils to sit prelims, and continue 
with coursework, I would like to know SQA plans for assessing art and design 
practical work. Obviously design coursework cannot be done at home as pupils 
have no access to tools, such as sewing machines, heat tools, etc. How and 
when is this going to be assessed. The pupils should have had over a month left 
to finish this coursework, but now they cannot. How will this impact? Can I 
suggest that teachers in their own schools moderate and award marks this year 
and spot checks can be done by SQA to quality assure marking standards. 
Perhaps SQA could release some tutorials of how to mark for staff to use with 
some practise assessments to give staff confidence to mark in adherence to 
standards. Schools also not open to allow staff to package and I am sure staff 
will also not be willing to mount the folio work, which can take up to 2 hours per 
candidate of which I have 74 candidates. Folio’s could also be contaminated with 
the virus as well, so I think the SQA will have to come up with some alternative 
solutions to marking. Markers will also not be willing leave their families to travel 
through to Edinburgh, stay for a week or two weeks in a hotel and mark with 
some couple of hinder people in a stifling hot or freezing cold (depending on the 
weather outside) indoor bowling club with a time roof, which would be a 
contamination hotspot due to spending several hours per day, touching all the 
folio’s. I know many markers who are refusing to do this. With all this in mind, 
how can this possibly go ahead? In my view, which many other art teachers 
share,  is just not possible. 
My son has 2 higher qualifications and 4 Nat 5's. He has just completed 6th year 
(unexpectedly) and needs further qualifications to go on to Uni as he plans. We 
have identified an Access course at a university for which school leavers are 
accepted. It is a part-time course which costs £500 in fees. This is normally 
would be funded by SAAS in our circumstances but Access funding and the 
application process has not yet opened. I wonder if you could advise me whether 
to pay the £500 fees upfront to secure a placement for him and try to 
recuperate later, even though this would be highly risky for me at the moment.  

Will the prelim results be included? Prelims were rendered unimportant when the 
appeals process was scrapped so this is not a good guide anymore. 

When will clear guidelines about what constitutes as evidence towards 
qualifications be outlined, as I am currently at college undertaking a NC and a 
Higher qualification, and feel that colleges have been missed out in the 
announcements. Given that most colleges, including my college, have less IT 
capability than universities, why is it that’s are currently being expected to 
continue to take assessments and submit coursework, despite often not having 
the adequate resources to do so, this does not feel fair as the work we submit 
during this time will likely not be a true reflection of our ability due to the 
circumstances. Why does it feel as though my lecturers have received as little 
information from the sqa as the rest of us? 
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What is going to happen with the achievement of Higher National Diplomas as 
there is a reliance on graded units and graded exams to achieve the grades 
needed for university entry? Can we be assured the SQA can liaise with 
universities and colleges to reassure students about progression into higher 
education? 

Pre & post Easter is a crucial time for teaching the more demanding skills of a 
N5 & Higher course; skills of analysis and evaluation for example. The evidence I 
have doesn’t reflect this fully at the moment, it would by the time final estimates 
were due. Therefore for me anything other than trusting professional judgement 
would be unfair. Is professional judgement likely to carry the most weight? We 
are key workers in one breath but can’t be trusted to make valued judgements 
would be my take if this not the case. 

The times are not normal. For one year, trusting teacher judgement when 
courses have been cut before their full time allocation would ensure 
qualifications are awarded and infection levels are reduced. Do you think it 
appropriate that thousands of staff are currently in school collating evidence? 
How many infections are acceptable as collateral damage to meet your 
bureaucratic needs? 

I am a college student and I am supposed to sit three higher exams in May. As 
this is not happening, how on earth will we be graded? Through prelims and 
what else, as we have not needed to complete much coursework during this 
course. Do we still need to study, as it take online lectures and send our 
portfolios or reports to the SQA? I need answers! I am lost!!! 

Could you provide some clarity if the art and design portfolios, music technology 
projects and photography folios are to be submitted? If so could you confirm 
when these are to be submitted for marking to the SQA ?! 

Art and Technical subjects (art and design, graphic communication, design and 
manufacture and practical woodworking) have a later deadline for coursework 
submissions. The don’t submit coursework till the 23rd April so the coursework 
was not finished when the schools closed. What is going to happen regarding 
these subjects? 
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1. Art & Design teachers have concerns as to the lack of clarity regarding 
‘coursework’ submission/uplift.   Our pupils are stressed and anxious and we as 
teachers cannot provide basic answers to their questions.  Why have the SQA 
not responded?  
2. Concerns as to why the SQA have failed to keep professionals updated. Surely 
a large organisation such as SQA has contingency plans for emergencies such as 
this?  There was forward notice in the way of medical and scientific knowledge of 
Covid.19 approaching. 
3. Who allowed the decision to be made that in the midst of a pandemic, senior 
pupils were being asked to attend school to complete coursework?   
4. Why do SQA continue to change the goal posts when teachers are already 
delivering courses for that session? 
5. Why is there a continued lack of design folio marking exemplification, with 
commentary, from the SQA for teachers and pupils to access? 
Are SQA still planning on uplifting Art and Design practical portfolios on 23rd 
April? 

My child was taught a Higher subject by a teacher who taught them the incorrect 
methodology for the prelim who then left the school. As a result she was not 
given feedback or support up until the school suspension. This was brought to 
the school head’s attention before Covid-19 was known of. Her estimated grade 
will come from a teacher who barely knows her. Given the SQA envisaged an 
appeals process at some point a few weeks ago there must be one this year. 
I am a teacher and I want to know if assignments/ coursework will be marked. If 
so what will the process be as some schools will not have done these under 
timed exam conditions yet, more so higher. 
 
If we are using our profession judgement alongside evidence how much 
weighting needs to be on the prelim exam, especially as it isn't always a full 
prelim and we know pupils can improve after getting a fright. 
 
Lastly, how are we checking the national standards as I worry some schools/ 
teachers may inflate grades to work in the pupils favour. 
Clarification of what SQA now plans to do with Higher and National Art and 
Design. Given the challenging circumstances, with pupils not having full access 
to materials, tuition or work unable to be touched as it is still in school is it the 
case that evidenced based judgement from the Art and Design teacher will 
suffice, as is the case with non practical subjects? I would like also like to record 
my absolute disbelief that SQA placed additional stress at an already impossible 
time. It feels as a group of subjects we have been devalued as our judgements 
were not initially good enough as our colleagues that had their exams cancelled. 
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I’m doing an NQ in a technical subject which needs access to equipment and 
facilities at my college and I still have a teaching block to go. What is going to 
happen if I can’t get back to college this academic year? 

Coursework should be cancelled as I have no internet access and libraries are 
closed near me so what am I supposed to do? 

Is the fire in Peebles going to be taken into account when their grades are 
decided as this has undoubtedly affected their ability to achieve grades 

A Level students in England are being given the opportunity to be awarded their 
teacher's approx grade (based on prelims, coursework, teacher's opinion etc) or 
alternatively they can take an exam later in the summer. Do you agree that 
more children in Scotland would be able to fulfil their true potential if they had 
access to a postponed exam diet? If not for all then at least for those who 
choose to take an exam later in the summer. 

I started a petition asking for all external assessment to be cancelled and still  
have heard nothing back. There still seems to be an assumption that folios can 
be completed without pupils being in schools.  It's impossible 
 Their inaction and lack of action is causing very real anxiety. It needs to be 
addressed immediately 

Do you agree that in these extraordinary times, with incompleted courses and 
coursework, that no coursework should be marked and that we should stop pupil 
stress by trusting teachers judgements and award the grades and unit awards 
that teachers say pupils should get? 

Will teachers be able to use their experience, professionalism and own discretion 
in predicting grades, without necessarily having the corresponding ‘hard 
evidence’ for scrutiny? 

What evidence they will want to support predicted grades by teachers (if any)? 
What sort of deadline will it be for getting this to them? How will they make this 
fair and equitable to all students? 

Do I continue to learn lines for any performance for drama exams? Do I need to 
complete extra pass papers as evidence? 

As an Art & Design and higher photography teacher I would like to hear from the 
sqa what measures are being taken to tackle the issue of staff presenting final 
practical folios and final projects. I know from speaking with fellow colleagues 
that this is causing pupils and staff a huge amount of stress and concern in what 
is an already worrying time for everyone. I feel the correct decision would be to 
award grades based on teacher estimates. 
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Some SQA folio deadlines (such as Higher Photography and Advanced Higher Art 
and Design) are as late the 28th of May. Please can the SQA clarify if pupils are 
expected to keep working until this dealine? 

Firstly, I am an admissions tutor at a university. We will be sympathetic to 
applicants. It might be useful to reassure pupils that universities will understand 
their circumstances. 
 
Question 1: if exams are cancelled, what measures are in place to ensure that 
pupils attain the learning outcomes of their courses, even if they are not 
assessed in the normal way? 
 
Question 2: some of our (university) students are concerned about being known 
as the "COVID graduates", with employers knowing that they didn't have to sit 
the same exams as other years. What can be done to ensure that this year's 
students can demonstrate to potential employers that their qualifications carry 
the same rigour as those from other years. Universities have the autonomy and 
skills to manage this, but do colleges have the flexibility to create and 
implement alternative assessments at short notice? 

Art and Design pupils have been unable to finish portfolio coursework due to 
covid-19. Does the SQA still intend to collect these folios for external marking? 

Are the Nat5, Higher and Advanced Higher art and design folios still to be sent to 
SQA or will they accept teachers predicted grades? 

As a lecturer in a practical subject like Chemistry and Biology in an FE college 
where we teach individual units that are mainly assessed via practical and end of 
unit exams how can we give grades (pass/fail) when we have not been able to 
do any of the above as we work in semesters. Many units have little or NO 
evidence. Prior achievements cannot be taken into account as the units stand 
alone! 
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As a lecturer in an FE college that delivers NQ higher and N5 Qualifications we 
deliver these in a more condensed time frame often in the evenings with few 
paying adults. Some don’t attend every class due to personal circumstances and 
we are alright with this because many have a focussed end goal - get an A/B to 
progress to HNC or degree study. 
 
Some courses due to the above have not sat any prelim exams so we have no 
evidence. We couldn’t sit NARs for the units as the SQA and ScotGov changed 
the unit content to make the final examination more rigorous. The previous 
NARs don’t fit the curriculum and no new NARs were written by SQA - no need 
as the DFM removes the assessment burden for teachers and lecturers. Full 
focus was on the final exam! Now we are being asked to use Professional 
judgement to grade. This will be patchy across Scotland and the college sector 
may not have any assessments to make judgements due to the timing of closure 
for COVID-19. 
 
How can we give estimates for our students with no evidence through no fault of 
the students who have paid for an education in college? 

Our child attends Peebles High School. Most S4 academic evidence was lost in 
the fire. Will the SVQ take into account S3 work evidence when teachers are 
predicting grades. Will SVQ also take into account the emotional stress due to 
the fire and Covid 19 plus the disjointed learning. Thank you 
Why do the sqa feel the need to continue will externally marked coursework? 
 
Who will these be marked? As I marked for years myself I can’t see how all 
subjects courseworks and elements of coursework can be mark remotely? 
 
If coursework is submitted and it’s a big if it even can be and if it’s gets marked 
how will these marks tie up with our estimates? I.e. my subject is biology how 
will the assignment which is 20% of the award be combined with the course 
work mark? 
 
Has the SQA taken into consideration the up lift in pupils performance under 
exam conditions compared to class room assessments and also the uplift in 
performance due to in my case the courses being finish at the start of March and 
therefore the pupils would have 2 sold months of exam preparations? 

How are students meant to complete coursework if we can’t go to school ?  
i have not started some of my subjects coursework yet, how can i complete this 
from home? 

Will the fact that scores improve by an average of 10% between prelims and 
exams be taken into account? So for example, someone who got a B in the 
prelim, will this have the opportunity to be boosted to an A? 
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Will Higher English Writing Folios still be marked? These were due to be uplifted 
at the end of this week. Our students have worked very hard throughout the 
year to complete this coursework. In addition, lots of teacher time has gone into 
checking and packaging them up already. 
 
Furthermore, we are a little apprehensive about the estimate grades being used 
as lots of pupils start making real progress form this point (i.e. Once we've 
finished the course and start revising), therefore we don't have a wide range of 
evidence or progress since the prelim. 

What is the advice on college students completing assessments via distance 
learning? Obviously none of it being done under the proscribed supervised 
conditions. Closed book assessments definitely can't be done but even open 
book is supposed to be supervised. 

How does portfolio completion take priority over pupil and staff lives? I myself 
am no longer available to support my colleagues and pupils through this process 
due to illness. As art teacher who already spends my own income to provide 
materials to my pupils, how can school access all at once what every individual 
pupil will need to complete these portfolios? Pupils share resources within 
school, there isn't enough to go round and when we are able to come back, how 
do we replace these items for our new pupils? Where is the equity and equality 
in these measures? 

If I have my evidence for a certain subject, such as history, with it all on paper 
and within jotters, how will my teachers get it to use it if needed as it is unable 
to be emailed in? 

Will there be a diet of exams set for the late summer allowing youngsters to sit 
exams in subjects where the grades they have been given have fallen well below 
their own expectations? - (and if these exams would be regarded as a first 
sitting, which indeed they would be?) 

Not a question, more an observation. I have twins in fourth year. Both have 
Aspergers, both are mainstreaming. One did really well in his prelims, the other 
suffers from extreme anxiety so he didn’t do so well (remembering that this is 
the first time young people of their age have had such “important exams”). 
Since school has shut I have been trying to reassure him. My thoughts are that 
young peoples mental health will already suffer during lockdown. The last thing 
they need is the stress of the unknown as to how their results will come about. 
Maybe the executive could communicate directly with YP, rather than via adults. 
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1. What evidence are teachers to use for generating an estimate 
2. How will marked N5 assignments be fed back to teachers so they are paired 
beside internal evidence 
3. When will the deadline for estimates be? 
4. What happens if prelim marks and estimates are out of line with the previous 
years trend/ result? 

Will there be any appeals process?  If yes, what will this entail? And how can the 
SQA ensure pupils from disadvantaged areas can have equal access to appeals? 

I am a college lecturer. There has been absolutely no guidance given about how 
our NQ/HNC students should be assessed. The courses are modular. We haven't 
finished teaching on most modules, and the students haven't yet completed 
practical work or sat end of unit assessments. What is going to happen to our 
students? 

My son was doing well in some tests throughout the S4 year but less well in 
others; car crash in prelims and has now been diagnosed with anxiety and 
depression - Guidance staff at school only made aware day before schools 
closed. How accurately can the teachers (5 different ones in one subject this 
year alone) grade / review for SQA accreditation? Given that lots of teachers 
may now be working remotely or self-isolating and unsure when they can return 
to school, is the 4th August realistic for kiddy-on exam results? 

Given how hard the kids have worked all year, especially the ones pushing hard 
to raise their prelim marks, is there any chance for the added value course work 
to proceed remotely? Teachers say exam conditions can't be done remotely but 
is there no other option? They were so close to finishing! 

How can the prelims be used to gauge final grades when many students didn’t, 
do particularly well in some subjects for whatever reason? I know the answer is 
prelims will only be part of the grade with teacher judgement and coursework, 
but a lot of coursework in the wealthier areas here was done under the 
supervision of private tutors, which some (like us) can’t afford. Private schools 
regularly predict better grades for their students which don’t materialise. Plenty 
of kids have bad prelims and good final grades and vice versa. If you took the 
tutored kids out of the photo from my undergraduate daughter’s sixth year A 
graders group photo, you’d be left with two children. As a teacher, teacher 
judgement even within the same school is wildly variable. Thanks. 

 
 


