


You also asked for the review to provide in-depth scrutiny as to whether the qualifications 
are functioning individually and collectively as originally envisaged under CfE on a subject by 
subject basis. A key focus of the review will be curriculum design. This will include 
approaches to assessment, qualifications and other awards and how well that work 
articulates with the broader vision for learning and teaching within the curriculum. 

Additionally, you will have noticed that papers published by the Scottish Government last 
week set out a number of actions which will be undertaken to ensure the performance of 
future exams. In addition to these actions, it should be noted that SQA already has 
established processes for conducting regular reviews of its assessments, including reviews 
where any changes have recently been introduced. 

It is important to note that the list of key issues set out within the framework for the review is 
not intended to be either prescriptive nor exhaustive. It instead seeks to draw the review 
team's attention to potential areas of focus. It may be that they identify other priority areas as 
they engage with learners and practitioners in the course of their visits. 

It is also worthy of mention that the clear feedback we have received from education 
stakeholders is that the review needs to be very tightly focused on the key, recurring, 
curriculum issues. 

The full remit can be accessed here - https://www.gov.scot/publications/independent-review
of-curriculum-for-excellence-remit and we expect the OECD review to conclude at the end of 
February 2021. 

I would like to thank you for your input to this work and, as I outlined in Parliament yesterday, 
I will bring forward a debate in Parliament to enable Members to express their perspectives 
on issues that will be covered during the review. 

JOHN SWINNEY 
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