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Recommendation 5 & 6: Literacy and Numeracy 

In the 4-year Undergraduate MA Education degree at Aberdeen University in 3rd 

year we had to select Literacy, Numeracy or HwB as a focus for one semester. I 

chose literacy. However, I did not later get taught the same content as those who 

chose HwB and Numeracy and so therefore was not given the experience to learn 

about two of these curricular areas in depth. In fourth year, I was not given the 

opportunity to learn the modules I had missed and instead just got one or two 

lectures on the areas missed.  

Recommendation 8 – ASN 

I do not feel that my Undergraduate degree at Aberdeen University prepared me at 

all for ASN within the classroom other than the experience on student placements. In 

the whole 4 years we had one tutorial session with those from Vision Support and 

one lecture on Autism. This was not acceptable and considering inclusion in schools 

over the past few years this left me wholly unprepared for additional support needs in 

my class, strategies on how to support them and how to identify ASN tendencies. 

This is a major failure of the university in my opinion as I now do not feel well trained 

in this area of the profession. 

Student placements –  

Student School Experience placements were too little. I am currently mentoring a 1st 

year MA Education Undergraduate Primary Education student in my class. Even 

currently, since the 2017 update, 1st year MA Education Undergraduate Primary 

Education students at Aberdeen University are now on placement for 5 weeks. 

However, in these 5 weeks, the minimum requirements for them to undertake 

throughout the 5 weeks are observations only. No group lessons etc and they have 

not been taught the simple steps of lesson planning. I feel this observation only 

approach is not helping the students a) to address whether or not teaching is right for 

them as they haven’t to teach anything and b) not preparing them for their 2nd year 

placement when their minimum expectation is to plan group lessons in the first week. 

(I currently have the MA1 student in my class however there are 2 other MA2 

Students on placement in my school at the moment – Aberdeen City Council). 

Students instead learn in 1st year about theorists behind learning etc which is simply 

not as valuable as learning about different curricular areas you might have to teach, 

ASN, assessment etc. or learning about lessons to implement on their first 

placement through say a small group lesson. 

Also, the volume of placement that all Primary Education Students receive in 

universities in Scotland is not consistent. One University has practically a whole 

year’s placement in 3rd year (Edinburgh) where as others have 10 weeks 

(Aberdeen). Therefore, some students come out feeling more competent or 

incompetent than others. I feel more incompetent having only had limited experience 

from 2nd to 4th year compared to others I have worked alongside who have been at 

universities with greater levels of placement. In order to have the best teachers who 



can Get It Right For Every Child there needs to be complete consistency in training 

during undergraduate courses across the whole of Scotland so every teacher comes 

out with the same knowledge and understanding of the children and learning in their 

classroom. 

Having not taught every year group in primary and graduating is also a worry as if in 

your probationary year you then get given a stage you have never taught, then you 

don’t know where to start as you’ve nothing to compare it to. Over 4 years you 

should have had experience in every year group from P1 – P7. 

 


