
Anonymous Teacher 5 
 
In relation to the recommendations on Literacy and Numeracy (5 + 6) and also 
the recommendations on ITE and students with additional support needs (8 + 
9). 
I have been teaching for six years in the secondary sector as a History/Modern 
Studies teacher and during this period have mentored several student teachers 
across the whole Social Subjects department. Currently, as an Acting Principal 
Teacher of Social Subjects, I am mentoring a Geography student. 
During my own ITE experience I was shocked at how little formal training was given 
in the areas of literacy and numeracy to secondary school trainees who were not 
English and Maths specialists and overall at the time I did not feel well enough 
equipped-on placement to appropriately teach and support pupils with ASN. Sadly, 6 
years later, I believe the problems in these areas are the same, if not worse.  
From speaking to student teachers who I mentor and come into contact with, it is 
clear that very little formal training and guidance is given by universities to student 
teachers in regard to the teaching of literacy and numeracy and even less formal 
training is given in regards to the support of pupils with complex needs.  
As a specialist in a subject area which requires high levels of literacy as a teacher 
and also as a pupil (particularly within the Senior Phase/National Qualifications 
stage), it is extremely difficult to adequately support young people with literacy 
issues which are both diagnosed and simply apparent in the classroom.  
Case in point – within my current S1 class of 27 pupils - there are 4 pupils with 
formal diagnoses of dyslexia and a further 4 pupils who arrived from primary school 
with hand over information simply stating, “has not achieved 2nd level literacy yet”. It 
has become apparent in the months since August that most of these pupils require 
additional resources to access the Social Subjects curriculum which is heavily reliant 
on literacy skills (reading historical sources; writing formal reports; preparing group 
presentations etc). This is before I then consider the 2 other pupils in the class who 
have been diagnosed as having Autistic Spectrum Disorder.  
Classes with this number of pupils with needs are increasingly common in a system 
which presumes to mainstream and yet does not have adequate funding. Overall, 
this makes the planning of lessons and the creation of resources extremely difficult 
and especially time consuming, even when in consultation with the school’s PT of 
Support for Learning.  
Due to the need for “hours” to be met during placement, this is one of the classes my 
current Geography trainee is teaching two periods per week. If I find this difficult as 
an experienced practitioner then the difficulties, stresses and anxieties taking on this 
class must cause of a trainee teacher are obvious.  
I have spoken with my student and it is apparent that, even though she is 
undertaking a new-style 4 year dual degree programme (she will qualify with a dual 
Geography and Education degree much like a 4 year primary degree) that she has 
little to no formal input so far in her 3 years of university on literacy or numeracy and 
that all her inputs on ASN needs have focused on the actual diagnosis of issues 
such as dyslexia as opposed to strategies that can be utilised in practice to support 
young people. 



The lack of progress in this matter in the nearly 7 years since I undertook my own 
teacher training is shocking in many ways and yet not entirely surprising given the 
lack of communication between ITE institutions, which has become apparent to me 
in the past few years as a student mentor. I have mentored students from 4 different 
ITE institutions in the past 3 years and not one of them has had similar training 
regarding literacy/numeracy/ASN let alone similarity in the training provided for their 
subject specialisms.  
It would be my suggestion that the Scottish government must look at this issue as a 
matter of urgency, not just for primary and secondary English/Maths specialists but 
for all trainee teachers, not matter their degree programme. Without a clear 
programme and structure to ITE across all institutions, the number of teachers who 
leave the profession due to stress and workload issues will only continue to rise in 
the coming years. 
 


