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Recommendation 3:  
All universities require differing degrees to enter into teaching. Also, some 
universities require that you have obtained the required level of English and Maths 
before submitting an application. Perhaps this could be modified and be universal so 
that all universities require you to be at the same level. 
Recommendation 11:  
Mentors are variable. On returning to university after a 10-week placement it was 
clear from my tutor group that over half of the trainee teachers had had a less than 
satisfactory placement. The predominant reason for this was not the children but the 
mentors providing feedback or being suitable trained for this task. Why is it not 
compulsory for mentors to attend CPD for this role? Some seemed unenthusiastic 
and were doing it out of a sense of ‘duty’ rather than wanting to help in the 
development of a trainee teacher. What is expected of a mentor? Some mentors did 
not seem to understand their remit or how to complete the paperwork required for 
the role. Finland offers Mentoring Programmes for mentors to attend, why are we not 
doing the same in Scotland? If we did, we would have better mentors and more 
reflective NQTs. 
Recommendation 14: 
Placement is indeed a lottery. I had access to a car on my first placement and was 
allocated a placement around 50 minutes away. I presumed the reimbursement of 
fuel costs would be the standard HMRC rate, but it was on 15p per mile – this barely 
covered the cost of fuel, but certainly didn’t cover wear and tear on my car. Other 
institutions pay 45p per mile. Why is this rate not universal or made known when 
places are offered at university?  Why is this not an expense covered by the 
placement service? No personal circumstances are taken into account for attending 
placements. We are told we won’t be able to do the same amount of work if we are 
far away on placement, but this is never the case, we are just more tired. Student 
teachers cannot go into class unprepared, it just wouldn’t be acceptable or 
professional.  
 


