


I have asked my officials to develop a suite of products to support and promote good, 
proportionate and appropriate information sharing practice. This will include practical 
guidance to set out in a clear and accessible way the principles under which services and 
practitioners will handle information to provide practitioners with the confidence they need to 
share concerns where appropriate and proportionate; and, children, young people and their 
parents with reassurance that their rights are being respected. 

The decision not to pursue a statutory Code of Practice has implications for the Children and 
Young People (Information Sharing) (Scotland) Bill, which you are currently considering, as 
well as Parts 4 and 5 of the Children and Young People Act 2014. I have reflected on the 
Panel's findings, current practice and changes to the legislative landscape and concluded 
that it is no longer necessary to pursue legislation in these areas. I will therefore be writing 
to the presiding officer today to withdraw the Children and Young People (Information 
Sharing) (Scotland) Bill and will seek to repeal parts 4 and 5 using a suitable legislative 
vehicle in due course. I will, instead, support and promote existing good practice through 
updated policy and practice guidance as part of the Getting it right for every child refresh. 

I am grateful for the Committee's consideration of this Bill. This issue has been complex, but 
our key goal has always been to promote the wellbeing of Scotland's children and we cannot 
allow the complexity of an issue to detract from our overriding priority, which is the wellbeing 
and safety of Scotland's children. I remain committed to promoting good information sharing 
practice as key to that aim. I hope that today's announcement will provide children, young 
people, and their parents, as well as practitioners with certainty about how information 
sharing can support wellbeing in a transparent way which respects the rights of everyone. 

JOHN SWINNEY 
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