
 

Scottish Childminding Association (SCMA) 

Scottish Childminding Association (SCMA) is the only organisation dedicated to 
childminding in Scotland.  We aim to support childminders be the best they can be 
and working with our members, we strive to help improve the wellbeing and 
outcomes for Scotland's children; helping them to become confident, successful 
individuals so they can achieve their ambitions in the future. 
 
At SCMA, we understand the national perspective and the need for an increased 
awareness and understanding of STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Maths), and especially during the early years and up to primary school age, when 
our young children are so impressionable, receptive and keen to learn. 
 
SCMA is actively encouraging childminders to #ThinkSTEM and asking them to 
incorporate STEM-based activities, discussions and ideas into their childminding 
service and everyday practice.  
 
Childminders already provide high-quality childcare; tailored to each child’s individual 
needs, promoting positive wellbeing, supporting child development and enhancing 
their learning through a variety of experiences – ultimately helping them grow and 
reach their potential.  
 
Whilst science, technology and maths may derive some negative connotations, 
seem out-of-reach for childminders and the “boring” or “geeky” subject matter could 
be a barrier to the success of STEM awareness - SCMA is dedicated to raising the 
profile of STEM, creating a positive outlook and putting childminding at the heart of 
the matter. We want to make STEM manageable, relatable and achievable for 
childminders.  
 
We want to ensure childminders are provided with the guidance and support to make 
STEM-based learning a reality in their individual service. It is essential that 
childminders feel comfortable and confident and have the resources available to 
relay the relevant topics, knowledge and ideas with the minded children in their 
setting. 
 
As a result, SCMA has embarked on a plan to introduce the concept and importance 
of STEM to childminders working with children of all ages across Scotland.  Asking 
childminders to #ThinkSTEM and consider activities that promote discussions about 
how things work, how to problem solve and ask questions.   
 
Thanks to funding from Education Scotland, SCMA is currently working alongside 
the Scottish Science Education Resource Centre (SSERC) to develop a range of 
interdisciplinary learning opportunities and resources, designed specifically for 
childminders in Scotland. 
 
Our aim is to ensure childminders are “well equipped with the knowledge, skills and 
confidence to develop and deliver inspirational, high-quality and interdisciplinary 
STEM teaching at all ages and stages”. To achieve this ambition, flexible learning 
opportunities must be developed and made available, with modular content directed 
towards childminders with a clear focus on STEM.      



 

 
Therefore, SCMA is developing two Learn with SCMA programmes (available as 
Interactive Learning and e-Learning) that promote Continuous Professional Learning 
(CPL) and a focus on key themes within STEM:  
 
• Think STEM: Exploring Your Senses  
   (including ‘An Introduction for Childminders’)   
• Think STEM: Investigating the World Outdoors  
   (including ‘Science Enquiry Skills’) 
 
These programmes will both support childminders understand the value and 
significance of STEM, and also encourage them to incorporate the suggested STEM-
based activities and learning techniques into their own settings to inspire their 
minded children. 
 
SCMA also plans to work with SQA to explore possible accreditation for these new 
Learn with SCMA courses as part of the Complete Childminding Learning Pathway – 
a Work Based Award, which has a credit rating of Level 7 on the SCQ Framework.  
Our aim is to enable childminders to work towards and gain a recognised 
qualification, that is both tailored to the unique nature of their settings and also has a 
focus on STEM within childminding.   
 
Depending on future funding decisions, more general promotion of STEM for 
childminders is planned to take place in a series of locally-based Network Meetings 
planned at locations across Scotland in the coming year. Network Meetings give 
participants an opportunity to meet with peers, learn together and collaborate, share 
ideas and expertise. Giving childminders a personal and engaging introduction to 
STEM will spark their imaginations and encourage them to #ThinkSTEM in their own 
settings. 
 
In additional, we are continually including STEM and our #ThinkSTEM hashtag 
where possible across our social media platforms and online content. Our quarterly 
Childminding magazine has also featured a STEM-focussed ‘Craft Corner’ feature, 
where we showcased a range of activities that childminders can do with their minded 
children and introduce the concept of STEM.  
 
To ensure the promotion of STEM family outcomes, a #ThinkSTEM Activity Pack is 
being developed specifically for childminders to provide a practical and useful 
resource. The pack will include STEM-focussed activities and ideas that are ideal for 
a home-based setting, within their own local communities and that childminders can 
achieve as part of outdoor play and learning with their minded children. 
 
The #ThinkSTEM Activity Pack will be distrusted alongside the summer issue of our 
Childminding magazine to more than 4,000 childminders and other related childcare 
professionals across Scotland, as well as being available online at childminding.org.  
 
This Activity Pack from SCMA will act as a lasting legacy for childminders and 
reinforce their vital role in STEM learning and teaching. Using fun, colourful and 
practical examples of STEM-based activities and games that are both cost-effective, 



 

easy and manageable for childminders to achieve in their settings, this will provide 
an ideal platform to ignite imaginations. 
 
 
Janine Ryan, Head of Childminding Services 
Scottish Childminding Association (SCMA) 
 

 

 
 
 


