
 

The place of useful learning 

The University of Strathclyde is a charitable body, registered in Scotland, number SC015263 

Scottish Parliament Education and Skills Committee 

Request for information on approach to admissions for specific subjects: Clare Adamson MSP letter  

University of Strathclyde Response – March 2019 

The University of Strathclyde welcomes the Education and Skills Committee’s scrutiny on subject choice 

availability in the senior phase of the Scottish school system, and the opportunity given to contribute to the 

evidence-gathering, as an update to the information we provided in February 2017.  

As we do not offer undergraduate degree programmes in Medicine, this response again pertains only to Law and 

Mechanical Engineering. 

Law 

There are two main full-time routes to achieving an undergraduate Law degree:  the four year LLB and the 

accelerated three-year ‘graduate entrant’ LLB.  

1. For those applying with SQA qualifications, what was the ‘standard offer’ (as opposed to minimum 

requirements) for 2018-19 entry? Please include information on all element of the offer, including whether 

specific qualifications are required to have been achieved in a single sitting or in a single academic year. 

LLB Law 1st sitting AAAAB, 2nd sitting AAABBBB Higher English B, Maths National 5 C or Intermediate 2 C 

required.  

HND Legal Services: Year 1 entry: AAA - AAB in the Graded Units; applicants must have at least three years' 

post-school experience before embarking on FE study. Other relevant HND qualifications will be considered on 

an individual basis. 

Essay-based Highers/Advanced Highers/A Levels recommended, e.g. social subjects, Philosophy, Psychology, 

RMPS 

We also operate a University-wide contextualised admissions policy whereby we take into account a range of 

contextual information to help us create a full and rounded view of students’ circumstances, achievements and 

potential, as part of our commitment to widening access. Further details on the contextual data we take into 

account are available here; https://www.strath.ac.uk/studywithus/wideningaccess/ . A ‘standard’ contextual offer 

for Law was ABBBB at Higher over one sitting, AABBBB over two sittings with Higher English at B and National 

5/Intermediate 2 Maths at C. AAB in Graded Units in HND Legal Services.  

Overall, we take a holistic view of all applications and consider circumstances, personal statements and 

references.  

2. How many of the 2018-19 entrants were accepted onto the programme having achieved SQA qualifications? 

LLB Law – 112 

LLB (Graduate Entrant) – 23 

 

 

https://www.strath.ac.uk/studywithus/wideningaccess/


 

3. How many 2018-19 entrants were there in total? 

LLB Law – 145 (126 Scots/EU students) 

LLB (Graduate Entrant) – 40 (38 Scots/EU students) 

4. If, in the last two years, there have been any changes to these programmes which you feel are salient to the 

inquiry, please provide details below. 

 

There have been no major changes to these programmes in the past two years although we continue to bolster 

our Honours electives options with new classes in, for example, Global Health Law, Legal Aspects of 

International Trade Law and Global Environmental Justice. Further expansion of course choice at both Honours 

as well as year three is anticipated in 2019/20. 

Our LLB programmes are accredited by the Law Society of Scotland and it should be noted that the Law Society 

is currently consulting on changes to accreditation and foundation outcomes. We may therefore need to make 

changes to our LLB programmes in the future as a response to any changes prescribed by the Law Society.  

Mechanical Engineering  

We offer undergraduates the option of registering for a four-year BEng Honours degree or a five-year integrated 

Masters (MEng) degree. Students who perform well on a BEng programme can also transfer to MEng. 

1. For those applying with SQA qualifications, what was the ‘standard offer’ (as opposed to minimum 

requirements) for 2018-19 entry? Please include information on all element of the offer, including whether 

specific qualifications are required to have been achieved in a single sitting or in a single academic year. 

2018/19 Entry requirements - 

BEng Mechanical Engineering AAAB Highers (sitting not specified) (Maths A, Physics A) Advanced Highers: 

Maths & Physics recommended 

MEng Mechanical Engineering Highers: AAAAB (sitting not specified) (Maths A, Physics A) Advanced Highers: 

Maths and Physics recommended 

2. How many of the 2018-19 entrants were accepted onto the programme having achieved SQA qualifications? 

BEng Mechanical Engineering – 22 (48 total including Aero-Mechanical) 

MEng Mechanical Engineering – 73 (124 total including Aero-Mechanical) 

 

3. How many 2018-19 entrants were there in total? 

BEng Mechanical Engineering – 40 (74 total including Aero-Mechanical) 

MEng Mechanical Engineering – 76 (127 total including Aero-Mechanical) 

 

4.  If, in the last two years, there have been any changes to these programmes which you feel are salient to the 

inquiry, please provide details below.  

 

In relation to subject choice availability across Scotland, we note from 2017/2018 SQA data that for some areas 

of STEM, in particular Physics, the distribution of passes in SQA Highers across the different SIMD quintiles, 

suggests that meeting of Scottish Government targets on Widening Access (20% of students to reside in SIMD 

quintile 1 by 2030) would be virtually impossible. As an example, Scottish Government data shows that for 

2017/2018, 4% of passes in Higher Physics were from SIMD quintile 1 and around 7% were from quintile 2. The 

study of Physics and Engineering at the university has Higher Physics as an entry requirement and thus it would 

be extremely difficult to meet a target of 20% of successful applicants residing in quintile 1. 

 



 

Please note that we are trying to address this in Engineering with a pilot programme that would provide a 

bespoke physics module, pre-entry, to otherwise well qualified applicants who have not taken Physics Higher. 

This is being designed in collaboration with our School of Education. It will contain certain elements of the 

Physics Higher curriculum that are considered necessary for the understanding of basic concepts in engineering. 

 

There is a growing conversation amongst HEIs in the UK about whether Physics should be a compulsory subject 

for Engineering, and if not, how this can be accommodated. 

 

Conclusion 

We note that you have also written to headteachers and local authorities to ask for information on subject choice 

availability across Scotland, and that you are undertaking engagement work with pupils, parents, teachers and 

the Scottish Youth Parliament to gather evidence for this enquiry. As noted in our 2017 response, we would 

strongly encourage you to ascertain the availability of courses at Higher and Advanced Higher level, including the 

time periods over which students can complete all three sciences at each school in order to confirm whether 

there are widespread issues of schools inadvertently limiting options for gaining entry to university by limiting the 

subject choices available at Higher level either that can be taken over a single school year or that can be taken in 

a single sitting’. This is very important as what we are unable to determine from our applicant data is who did not 

apply and whether this may have been due to a limitation on what potential applicants were able to study at 

school. We are therefore fully supportive of this approach to evidence-gathering and would suggest it would be 

useful to share the findings with universities in order that we can systematically understand the current situation 

and consider whether any adaptations may be required to our entry criteria.  

 

ENDS 

 


