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Question A 
Has the structure of the senior phase of the Curriculum for Excellence allowed for 
better learning and overall achievement than previously? 
As the structure of Senior Phase allows a curriculum structure appropriate to local 

circumstances it can be designed for the needs of individual young people.  The challenges 

are supporting the curriculum through having enough teaching staff and this is particularly 

problematic in Gaelic Medium Education. 

 
Question B 

How does your school offer flexibility to its learners through the senior phase and 
how does this impact on the range of subjects available and the depth of pupil’s 
learning? 
As a growing school we have increased our secondary roll from 147 in 2010 to 340 this 

session and primary numbers show that this trend is set to continue.  Therefore, as our 

pupil numbers and therefore staff numbers have increased, we have also increased the 

range of subjects available and are planning to continue to do so e.g. pupils previously 

attended Hillhead High School for Advanced Higher Biology – we now offer this ourselves.  

We are planning to do the same for Advanced Higher Chemistry, staffing permitting.  The 

changes required as a growing school mean that we have to be able to be flexible and that 

the range of subjects offered must change as our cohort changes. 

We are fortunate in that we have a number of partners which we work with for Senior Phase 

– local schools, the Schools College Partnership, The Advanced Higher Hub at Glasgow 

Caledonian University.  This allows us flexibility in increasing the range of subject’s pupils 

can study from e.g. Level 4 Construction, Level 5 Hair and Beauty, Level 6 Care, Advanced 

Higher History and so on.  The school also actively promotes Foundation Apprenticeships 

to both pupils and parents and we have young people engaging in the one year and two-

year Foundation Apprenticeships for the first time this session.  We are also in the planning 

stages for introducing a Foundation Apprenticeship – Social Services, Children and Young 

People in collaboration with Sabhal Mòr Ostaig 

 



 

These multiple learning pathway options are facilitating pupils’ transitions to positive 

destinations either in further education or into the workforce.  
 
Question C  
Do you think there has been a narrowing of the range of subjects and subject 
choices in broad general education and S4? 

We are challenged in the range of subjects we can offer in BGE through the medium of 

Gaelic as we are finding some subjects particularly difficult to staff eg Modern Studies and 

Drama.  The school has also prioritised Gàidhlig as a core subject in school without 

narrowing subject choices for our academic cohort.  The increased range of vocational 

courses offered within the city has also allowed for us to support pathways appropriate to 

different cohorts. 

 

Question D 

What are the factors that influence the range of subject choices? 

This primarily depends on staffing – particularly in Gaelic Medium subjects.  We are also 

constrained by considering an ‘efficient’ timetable when pupil numbers are increasing.  At 

times it is not possible to offer some subjects or courses as the class sizes have not yet 

reached a level which makes it possible to run them for one or two years until the number of 

pupils allows this. 

 

Question E 

Have you experienced any changes in particular subjects in the past five years? 

What has caused this change? 

The major challenge is to recruit staff, particularly in Gaelic Medium subjects. This has 

constrained the expansion and continuity of GME, particularly re the introduction of Modern 

Studies and Scottish Studies to our curriculum.   

The workload for pupils as a result of the removal of units has meant that SQA have 

increased the length of exams, unnecessarily in the opinion of feedback received from 

teachers (and pupils).  Some National Qualification courses have also been well underway 

in school before instructions for candidates have been issued by SQA which has caused 

anxiety for pupils and teachers. 



 

Question F 

What is the impact, positive or negative, of any limitations on subject choices? 

Any limitation of subject choices, for whatever reason, or in the number of subjects pupils 

can access in Senior Phase is bound to have a negative impact on pupil choice and their 

application, achievement and attainment.  It may also impact on future career pathways and 

positive destinations.  In our school terms, the limitations on for example pupils being able 

to access Advanced Higher Geography either in school or within travelling distance of the 

school has provided a barrier to the recruitment of students to Teacher Education courses 

and therefore to future GM Geography teachers. 
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