
Examples of Questions from P1 Literacy Assessment 

Extract from National Report Chapter 3 

Figure 10 shows a typical question from the 2017 to 2018 academic year P1 literacy 

assessment, which reflects the organiser Tools for reading. It is designed to assess children’s 

knowledge of sounds (phonological awareness). Note that the ‘mouth’ icon indicates to the 

learner that there is a voiced component to the question, enabling the child to listen to the 

instruction and response options.
[6]

 In this case, clicking on the icon prompts a reading of the 

question text to the child, including the answer options. 

Figure 10: Example of a P1 Tools for reading question, ‘Rhyming word – feather’ 

 

This question asks the child to identify aurally presented rhyming words, a skill which, in 

English, is a key precursor to mastery of reading. While children might have used decoding 

skills to read the words ‘weather’, ‘fairy’ and ‘baker’, they are not expected to do so; this is a 

question designed to assess whether children can hear and recognise rhyming sounds. 

Hence, the word ‘feather’ is only presented aurally, with pictorial support. This means that 

the focus of the question is unambiguously on phonological awareness rather than decoding. 

This question was classified as of medium difficulty. It was presented to children who were 

progressing relatively successfully through the assessment, and of these learners, the majority 

was able to answer it correctly. 

Figure 11 shows another example of a P1 Tools for reading question. 

Figure 11: Example of a P1 Tools for reading question, ‘Select the word’ 
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This question draws on a child’s word recognition skills, which is part of very early literacy 

development. It required learners to identify a word from a set of options including numbers 

and symbols. An audio prompt provided support to the onscreen instruction. In this case, 

learners were not required to decode the word, or demonstrate understanding of its meaning. 

This question was answered correctly by almost all the learners presented with it in the 

assessment. 

Figure 14 is an example of a P1 question from the organiser Understanding, analysing and 

evaluating. It assesses reading comprehension at sentence level. In this kind of question, the 

child chooses an answer by clicking on a word in the sentence. This skill was modelled in the 

practice assessment. 

Figure 14: Example of a P1 Understanding, analysing and evaluating question, 

‘Sentence comprehension’ 

 

This item was rated as having high difficulty. While the instruction (‘Read the sentence 

below … ‘) can be read to the learner using the audio button, the sentence itself has no audio 

support. In contrast to the Tools for reading question ‘Rhyming word – feather’ presented in 

Figure 10, the child is required to read independently. As well as being able to decode the 

words, the child needs to track the pronoun reference ‘she’ and interpret the meaning of ‘but’. 

This question therefore relies on understanding information, rather than just finding and using 



it. The majority of P1 children presented with this question was able to complete it 

successfully. 

It can be seen that the example question shown in Figure 14 requires the child both to decode 

the words (that is, to read independently) and to understand the meaning of the sentence. 

Another approach to assessing the development of reading comprehension at the earliest 

stages is to present written texts orally. This is because young children may have higher skills 

in comprehension than their decoding skills allow them to demonstrate. 

Accordingly, at P1, a combination of written texts with audio support and without audio 

support was used to assess the skills, knowledge and understanding associated with the 

organiser Understanding, analysing and evaluating. 

  



Examples of Questions from P1 Numeracy Assessment 

Extract from National Report Chapter 2 

Error! Reference source not found. shows a typical question for the P1 numeracy assessment 
reflecting the Number organiser. Note that the ‘mouth’ icon indicates to the learner that there is a 
voiced component to the question.1 In this case clicking on the icon reads the question text to the 
child. 

 

Figure 1: Example of a P1 Number question: assessing ability to solve missing number problems 

This question is designed to assess children’s ability to solve word problems with missing numbers. 
As is common in number problems for this age group, the question is scaffolded with the inclusion of 
an image with countable objects. This enables children to use a counting strategy to solve the 
problem. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                            
 



 

 

Error! Reference source not found. shows a typical P1 numeracy question reflecting the time aspect 
of the organiser.  

 

Figure 6: Example of a P1 Measurement, time and money question: assessing the ability to read 
digital and analogue clock times 

This question is designed to assess children’s ability to recognise and read o’clock times in both 
digital and analogue formats. In this instance, children were asked to select the analogue clock which 
shows the same time as the digital clock. Typically, in other assessments for this age group, 
differences in performance between lower and higher capacity children is less pronounced for 
questions involving analogue clocks than for many other curriculum areas. This may be because 
experience outside of school has more of an impact on children’s confidence in this area than in 
other areas.  

 


