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Assessment for Learning Initiative 

The Norwegian Directory for Education has had the responsibility for the initiative 

Assessment for Learning (2010-2018) which has included 310 out of 422 

municipalities and all counties (counties have the responsibility of upper secondary 

education). The aim has been to implement new regulations for formative 

assessment and to support schools and local authorities in developing a more 

learning oriented assessment practice and culture.  

External assessment experts, e.g. Hayward and Stobart from UK, and Gamlem from 

Norway have provided external input of how to work with formative assessment. The 

model for change has emphasized school based work and learning networks 

organised locally. Changed practice has been documented, however the changes 

are both context as well as teacher depended. 

What we see is that teachers involve students more in introducing learning and the 

feedback/feed forward has improved. However, the schools still find it difficult to give 

‘good’ feedback and to support students’ self-regulation and involvement. 

Assessment and curriculum renewal 

Assessment for learning is also a central part of the curriculum renewal which will be 

introduced in 2020. For instance, there will be a new text about formative and 

summative assessment in each subject curricula. The core curriculum clearly 

emphasizes assessment for learning and the connection between in depth learning, 

assessment, learning to learn and an active role of the student in the learning 

process. 

Exams 

At a system level the Directory has been responsible for centrally administered 

written exams in grade 10 and in secondary school. The summative assessment is 

regulated by law, and the responsibility is shared between the national and local 

authorities, and the school/teachers. In secondary school the local authorities can 

administer oral, written and practical exams, whereas in primary school only the oral 

exams can be locally administered. 

The current summative assessment system has long traditions in Norway. There is a 

teacher grade and an exam grade. It is acknowledged that assessment should reflect 

practice, and the exams are designed and assessed by practicing teachers. This 

adds credibility to the system. 

In grade 10, the end of primary school, all students will take one written exam 

centrally administered (Mathematics, Norwegian or English) and one local exam. 

There is a kind of lottery as regards what exams the individual student will take. As 

regards secondary school, the number of compulsory exams depends on the study 

programme of the individual student. 



In vocational education, the majority of the exams are locally administered, in addition 

to the core subjects. These students will have less exams. The vocational 

qualification is assessed by a team of expert practitioners and assessed as very 

good, good or fail. 

There is a possibility to take secondary school exams not attending a formal school or 

study programme. Some of these candidates take these exams to improve the 

grades they achieved in the formal school system. The exams are the same as the 

formal exams. 

The use of digital resources has increased in the school system, which also reflects 

what digital tools the students can use for the exams, including internet. Since 2015, 

the students have access to internet resources for the exam. Today all local 

authorities are obliged to offer a selection of net-based resources, and within each 

local authority all students will use the same resources. The exam shall reflect the 

subject, curriculum and the subject relevance. The access to digital tools and 

internet resources has gradually been increased since 2015. 

The current exam system is currently subject to evaluation, and the final report is to 

be submitted by the end of 2020. It is expected that changes/ revisions will be 

implemented. 

National tests 

Norway has national tests in Reading, Numeracy and English skills. We also have 
tests in reading in Sami. The purpose of the national tests is to give schools 
information about pupils. The information from the tests will form the basis for 
formative assessment and quality development on all levels in the school system.   
 
Students in grades 5 and 8 have national tests in Reading, Numeracy and English. 

In grade 9 there are national tests in Reading and Mathematics. The tests for grades 

9 are the same tests as for grade 8, so schools can compare the two sets of results. 

The information about pupils Reading, Numeracy and English skills will primarily be 

used as formative information/assessment to adjust future planning and development 

for authorities and school leaders, and not for controlling the past. The national tests 

also predict quite precisely future risk of dropout for individuals, and the result can be 

used to minimize this risk. 

The results of the national tests are also intended to serve as a tool in the pupils’ 

learning process, forming the basis for differentiated instruction and helping the pupil 

to raise his or her competence in subjects.  

The skills tested are viewed as important for learning in all subjects. The tests take 

place in autumn, soon after the beginning of the school year. It takes about 90 

minutes to take the test in Reading and Numeracy, and about 60 minutes in English. 

The tests are electronic, and include a variety of texts, pictures, and question types. 

There are open and multiple-choice questions. 

Subject experts from Colleges and Universities design the national tests in 

collaboration with teachers and subject specialists from the Directory. There is a 



nationally regulated framework for how to design the tests, which takes several years 

to develop. The questions are tried out several times, and so is the test as a whole. It 

is mainly content and construct validity that are examined. The Directory has the 

overall responsibility to warrant that the tests are designed in accordance with 

national regulations for national tests, and that they are sufficiently quality assured. 

 


