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18 December 2018 
 
 
Dear Clare 
 
PUBLICATION OF FUNDING FOLLOWS THE CHILD APPROACH AND THE NATIONAL 
STANDARD FOR ALL EARLY LEARNING AND CHILDCARE PROVIDERS 
 
In March 2018 the Scottish Government and COSLA published a joint consultation on the 
Funding Follows the Child approach which will be introduced from August 2020. This 
approach is underpinned by a National Standard that all settings who wish to be a funded 
provider will have to meet – regardless of whether they are in the public, private or third 
sector, or childminders.  
 
At the heart of the approach is a focus on high quality early learning and childcare 
experiences for all of our children.  We know that high quality early learning and childcare 
supports children to fulfil their potential and contributes to closing the poverty-related 
attainment gap. 
 
Today the Scottish Government has published “Funding Follows the Child and the National 
Standard for Early Learning and Childcare Providers: Principles and Practice”. This joint 
publication with COSLA sets out the final version of the Funding Follows the Child approach 
and the National Standard that underpins it. 
 
This follows a period of extensive engagement with stakeholders, including providers and 
local authorities, and the development of this approach has also been steered by the 
intensive work of the joint Scottish Government and local government Service Models 
Working Group. 
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To support local authorities and providers to prepare for the implementation of the new 
approach from August 2020, we have also published supporting Operating Guidance and a 
Question and Answer document. 

The documents can be accessed at: https://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781787814783. 

The Scottish Government will continue to work with delivery partners to support the sector to 
implement the new approach, and to provide further supporting materials. 

I also look forward to continuing to engage with the Education and Skills Committee as we 
work towards implementation of Funding Follows the Child alongside the expansion in 
funded entitlement.   

MAREE TODD 
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