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Via es.committee@parliament.scot 

Dear Ms Adamson 

Music tuition in schools inquiry 

This letter is in response to your letters to me on the 20th and 22nd November. In relation to 
your reissuing of the invitation to attend the Committee on 5th December I can confirm that I 
will be able to attend with COSLA officers. I believe officers have been in touch with the clerks 
to confirm this. 

In your letter of the 20th November you ask a series of questions that arose from your 
evidence session on the 14th November. 

I have addressed each of these in turn: 

Is COSLA aware of the practice of levying an internal recharge on schools for SQA  
presentations for music exams?  If so, how widespread is this practice, is it in place for 
other subjects, and does COSLA intend to take any action in relation to this? 

The financial arrangements within local authorities are a matter for local decision and 
management and this is not an area in which it would be appropriate for COSLA to be 
involved.    

What form will the planned guidance from COSLA take?  For example will it set 
minimum standards for the provision of music tuition? 

COSLA were invited by MEPG to participate in a working group alongside the Scottish 
Government. Recognising the value of instrumental music tuition, the COSLA Children and 
Young People Board, which is made up of the education/children’s services convenors from 
all local authorities, agreed, on a cross party basis, that officers should work to develop 



guidance for local authorities but that the principle of local decision making around charging 
and instrumental music policies in general should not be subject to change.  

It is then likely that the guidance will focus on the transparency of the decision-making 
process; how decisions are communicated; how children and young people and parents can 
be involved in local policies and decision making; good practice examples and factors to 
consider when applying charges including potential unintended consequences. The guidance 
will also draw on the recommendations from the 2013 report of the Instrumental Music Group. 

The Board were also keen to ensure that there was protection for those children and young 
people from families on the lowest incomes. As such they agreed that the guidance should 
contain a commitment that Free School Meal entitlement is the minimum exemption criteria in 
all local authorities. In addition, they agreed that there should be a renewed commitment to 
ensure that there were no charges to families for presentation for SQA exams. 

What progress has been made in implementing the Instrumental Music Group 
recommendations made in 2013? 

COSLA Officers were member of the original Instrumental Music Group and of the 
Instrumental Music Implementation Group which produced a report in February 2015 on the 
implementation of the recommendations.  That was the last time COSLA were involved in 
examining the seventeen recommendations in the 2013 report in any detail.  

What I can say is that all local authorities continue to provide an instrumental music tuition 
service despite the pressure on local authority budgets which have intensified since 2013.  
Pupils are not charged when they are studying for SQA qualifications, that all local authorities 
offer concessions and that the Improvement Service continues to provide a valuable annual 
survey on IMT provision. 

Your Sincerely 

Stephen McCabe 
COSLA Children and Young People Spokesperson 


