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I am submitting in my role as Manager in Scotland of Making Music. Founded in 1935 
as the National Federation of Music Societies, we are the UK wide body for leisure-
time music groups, numbering in membership nearly 3,500 such groups, representing 
around 190,000 individuals involved in those groups.  

We currently have 256-member groups in Scotland representing around 13,000 
individuals, 57% vocal groups (choral societies, community choirs, gospel choirs, 
youth choirs etc.), 26% instrumental groups (amateur orchestras, brass bands, folk 
and ukulele groups, jazz ensembles, handbell ringers, drummers and more), 17% 
volunteer promoters (presenting professional musicians, but run and programmed by 
volunteers).  

We support the leisure-time music sector with practical services and musical 
resources, by celebrating and highlighting their achievements, by commissioning 
research and collating data, and by speaking on their behalf on a range of issues which 
affect them.  

Over the last year we have been asking our members for their views on music 
education in Scotland and across the UK. In June we published the findings of our UK 
wide member survey on music education, covering formal and informal education for 
all ages including in school instrumental tuition. In this survey we asked ‘what needs 
to change, so that all children and young people have the opportunity to access music 
education?’ and 83% of members answered: Free/heavily subsidised music tuition 
available to all children via school or music education hubs until age 18.  

(Full survey here: 
https://www.makingmusic.org.uk/sites/makingmusic.org.uk/files/MusicEducationMem
berConsultation2018.pdf ) 

In November last year we submitted the results of our consultation with members to 
the Scottish Government as part of the process of drafting the Culture Strategy for 
Scotland. Members were very clear on the role of music education in schools. 49% 
felt that better school and continuing music education would enable their group to be 
more successful. 54% felt that lack of music education was a barrier to participation in 
their group and that improved access to instrumental teaching & singing, school 
orchestras and choirs and improving the status of the arts within the national 
curriculum would help remove this barrier.  
 
(Full submission here: 
https://www.makingmusic.org.uk/news/culture-strategy-scotland-conversation-
summary) 
 

The relevance of these conversations with our membership in this context is clear. 
Our members understand that the route into leisure time music making as an adult 
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often begins at school and the erosion of music education and in particular 
instrumental music tuition services has a fundamental and damaging impact on the 
leisure time music sector. In these surveys and anecdotally we hear how orchestras 
are finding it more and more of a challenge to find young instrumentalists as their 
ageing membership falls away. How choral societies with a requirement to read 
music find that fewer and fewer young people have this skill. 

Our position is that the leisure time music sector in Scotland is hugely valuable and 
that the uneven and unfair system of instrumental provision we currently see is 
beginning to impact on the benefits of the work of our sector to Scottish society. Ours 
is a sector almost entirely run by volunteers and largely self-financing with little direct 
cost to the taxpayer. It offers access to music making to the most rural communities, 
to areas of complex urban deprivation, to older and other vulnerable people in their 
own community spaces where they find it easiest to access.  

Studies have consistently shown how significant and varied the benefits of leisure-
time music can be for the health (physical and mental) and wellbeing of participants. 
And this year we have published a paper in collaboration with the University of 
Sheffield as the first stage of a joint investigation into the beneficial impact of these 
activities on local communities. 

https://www.makingmusic.org.uk/news/read-results-new-study-links-between-leisure-
time-music-groups-and-communities 

Access to the life long opportunities that leisure time music making brings means 
that those beginning their musical journey in school can continue to reap the benefit 
of playing music throughout their lives, whether or not they choose to continue their 
studies beyond school or become professional musicians. Studies show that music 
making has particular benefits in later life for example for dementia and arthritis 
sufferers.  

Our member groups are only able to provide these services to communities because 
of the existing infrastructure that supports them. This includes access to low cost 
community spaces and venues, the support of local authority arts teams, public 
transport and the night-time economy. And principally the existence of quality music 
education in schools and beyond. The erosion of instrumental music tuition 
fundamentally damages this delicate balance for groups whose existence is often 
precarious.  

Making Music and our members are also concerned that requiring families to pay for 
instrumental music tuition will reduce access to those pupils who would most benefit 
from it, not just in school but throughout their lives. The health and well-being 
benefits of music making should be accessible to all but particularly for those who 
may face the biggest challenges as they go through life. Our 5-year strategy focuses 
on widening and diversifying our membership, but if the access to music tuition is 
narrowing, we will find this more and more challenging.  

Because of this view and observing what has happened across Scotland in recent 
years, with some local authorities beginning to charge significant sums for tuition and 
others cutting numbers of available places, we back the call for instrumental music 
tuition to become a statutory provision. We recently gave evidence in support of 
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Ralph Riddiough’s petition for free instrumental music services at the Public Petitions 
Committee, 13th September. 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=11669. We have 
given support to Ralph’s petition to the UK government on the same issue 
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/223408. We are a member of the Music 
Education Council and support their position on this issue. 
http://www.mec.org.uk/our-campaign/ 
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