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I wish to call upon the Scottish Government to change the law to ensure that musical 
instrument tuition is available, as of right, to all children attending state schools in 
Scotland, free of charge. 
 
In summary, learning a musical instrument benefits child in many ways: 
 
1.  boosts educational attainment in other disciplines; 
 
2. improves health, wellbeing and confidence; 
 
3. provides careers for many;  
 
4. strengthens community activities; 
 
5. provides lifelong social benefits for individuals and communities 
 
6. is central to our proud cultural heritage; 
 
7. provides enormous benefits to the economy; 
 
8.  is a powerful aid in the alleviation of many mental and neurological 
 conditions; 
 
9.  creates lifelong friendships; 
 
and, as a consequence, should remain freely available to all children in state schools.   
 
My own local authority, South Ayrshire Council (SAC) took the decision in March this 
year to introduce charging for instrumental tuition.  They had attempted to introduce 
charging many years ago but this was quickly abandoned after they discovered that it 
was costing more to administer the scheme than it was actually generating.  Since 
then, South Ayrshire has benefitted from free tuition which is of particular significance 
within our authority area as music in many schools plays a huge role.  In fact, music 
generally throughout, South Ayrshire is of huge significance to the whole 
community.  This was evident during the recent West of Scotland Schools Training 
Orchestra and Concert Band concert in City Halls in Glasgow in September.  The 
orchestra and concert band are made up of young musicians from 12 local authorities, 
including East Renfrewshire and East Dunbartonshire (which takes in Douglas 
Academy) yet an amazing 46% of those attending were South Ayrshire pupils.  The 
introduction of charging for instrumental tuition in schools will steadily reduce and 
erode these numbers over years and places such organisations at risk. 
 
My concerns were confirmed following an FOI request that I made to SAC in May, 
when it was disclosed that in March 2018 there were 1193 children within the authority 



receiving tuition.  All families were lettered at the end of April to ask if they were going 
to continue with tuition following the introduction of charging (£200 per pupil per 
instrument) Of those there were 912 responses to the letter and from the 912 there 
were 216 who indicated that they were giving up their instruments. This represents a 
percentage drop out rate of nearly 24% which is appalling and devastating for music 
within Ayrshire.  I am aware of further pupils who have given up since then and so the 
percentage may in fact be greater than this.  
 
I help run an independent youth orchestra within Ayrshire. We do not charge any 
membership or subscription fees and all our tuition and rehearsals are free to all yet I 
can see already the effects that the introduction of charging for tuition is having within 
South Ayrshire.   Our numbers within the orchestra are usually around 120 yet already 
we are seeing a reduction and fewer new members joining when we started our new 
session in August.  Our numbers are now under 100.  Numbers playing in school and 
authority orchestras are also down on last year and the problem will clearly compound 
itself year on year as more and more children are denied the opportunity to learn.    
 
Over the last few months I have heard first hand stories of children, often in tears, 
having to give up their instrument simply because their parents cannot afford to 
pay.  Across the country similar stories are being reported and the national position 
has been described as death by a thousand cuts – literally.  Whilst those families with 
free school meal entitlement are exempt from the fees, it is the very large group of 
families who fall just above the free school meals threshold that suffer the most.  How 
can an authority claim that they are making ‘every attempt’ to close the attainment gap 
and complying with GIRFEC when they are denying children this opportunity?  
 
Our authority now charges £200 per year for tuition, other authorities charge over £500 
per year.  That may be affordable to middle class professional families but for those 
who do not qualify for free school meals, it is a huge proportion of their disposable 
income and puts instrumental tuition completely out with their affordability.  Some 
authorities offer assistance for those families who find difficulty with payments but I 
fear most are, quite simply, just too proud to ask for help. 
 
And what about those families who refuse to pay?  What sanctions are imposed? Are 
instructors going to be asked to take a child’s musical instrument off them and refuse 
to teach them any longer because their parents have not paid? The humiliation and 
embarrassment inflicted on a young person who loves their music but has their violin 
or trumpet taken away simply because of their parents’ financial situation?  That is 
shocking, yet it happens throughout Scotland today. 
 
The Scottish Government Instrumental Music Group’s Report in 2013 recommended 
to local authorities that  
 
“the provision of instrumental music services by all Local Authorities is unique, highly 
valued and helps deliver Curriculum for Excellence.  The Group recommends that 
Local Authorities should continue to deliver this service, notwithstanding the current 
financial challenges” (my emphasis) 
 
They also stated that there 
 



 “should be a general principle that pupils’ individual circumstances should not be a 
barrier to their ability to access and benefit from instrumental music tuition.  Local 
Authorities should review their charging policies and concessionary schemes to 
ensure that pupils in their area are not prevented from learning a musical instrument 
because of their background, location, disability or financial circumstances” (my 
emphasis) 
 
I wholeheartedly support this recommendation and believe that the Scottish 
Government should enact legislation to ensure that these barriers, which most 
certainly exist throughout Scotland, are removed. 
 
It is widely recognised that there are enormous educational benefits for those who 
learn to play a musical instrument and so any investment made by local or national 
governments pays rich dividends in terms of closing the attainment gap.  More 
investment should in fact be the priority, rather than making cuts.  Fees are divisive 
and create a culture of means tested music yet state schools are supposed to be 
inclusive.  Music makes our children confident, more resilient, socially inclusive and 
healthier and so the reality is that to invest in music results in cuts to other areas of 
governmental budgets – social justice and crime, health, anti-social behaviour. 
 
Too many local authorities treat music as ‘extracurricular’ when in fact music should 
be open to all as part of the broad general education within schools.  It should be free 
of charge.  National government all too often escape the issue by responding that it is 
a local governmental matter, whilst local governments complain that the cuts are 
necessary due to the reduction in their budgets.  I see the present enquiry by the 
Scottish Parliament as a huge opportunity to end this problem once and for all across 
the whole country.  Education is supposed to be the government’s main priority and 
music plays such a central role in our cultural heritage and in our communities – it 
must therefore be protected. 
 
Thank you 
 
Euan Terras   
Parent Representative on South Ayrshire Education Authority 
 
 


