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Ms Clare Adamson MSP 
Convenor 
Education and Skills Committee 
Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 

Dear Ms Adamson 

Thank you for the invitation to me as COSLA Children and Young People spokesperson to 
attend the Committee’s session as part of the inquiry into Instrumental Music Tuition on 5th 
December.  

Whilst COSLA want to be as helpful as possible to the Committee in every aspect of its work 
unfortunately I have to decline the offer to give oral evidence on this occasion. I am writing to 
you to explain that decision and outline how we intend to respond to the Inquiry. 

All local authorities in Scotland are very aware of the increasing public and political attention in 
the issue of instrumental music tuition and specifically the charges made by the majority of 
authorities. The issue has been brought to the attention of our Children and Young People 
Board and was discussed with members at our meeting on 7th September. The Board gave a 
very clear direction to COSLA officers that local authorities wanted to retain their ability to 
make decisions on charging locally. Retaining local democratic accountability was extremely 
important to members. This was a very clear mandate from the Board.  

It is with this in mind that our feeling is that a 45 minute oral evidence session would not be 
the most helpful way to outline this position. This is something we could outline in a written 
submission. Given that the focus of the Committee’s inquiry is on charging we would be  in a 
position where it would be extremely difficult not to either explicitly or implicitly criticise our 
own members charging policies. Our feeling is that local authorities themselves would be best 
placed to share their own perspective on charging, outline their rationale for doing so and give 
details on the impact of their policies locally. 

In addition to the direction from the Board on charging, members were open to exploring other 
pragmatic ways to address some of the issues raised in the public domain in relation to 
instrumental music tuition. COSLA is currently in discussion on the issue with the Scottish 
Government and the Music Education in Partnership Group(MEPG).  Those discussions are 
currently ongoing and we expect to take a proposal to our Board on 23rd November on the 
issue.  

We previously said to the Committee Clerks that we would write you after the Board meeting 
to provide as much detail as possible on the work we are undertaking with the Scottish 



Government and MEPG. At this stage I can say that the discussions have been constructive 
and carried out within the context of local authorities retaining democratic accountability for 
decision making on instrumental music tuition policy.  We will write to you again following our 
Board meeting on the 23rd and before the Committee’s evidence session with the Deputy First 
Minister. 

I hope you find this approach helpful. 

Your Sincerely 

Stephen McCabe 
COSLA Children and Young People Spokesperson 


