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EDUCATION AND SKILLS COMMITTEE 

 
Angela Constance 
Cabinet Secretary for Communities, Social 
Security and Equalities 
Scottish Government 
 
By email 

T3.40 
The Scottish Parliament 

Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 

Direct Tel: 0131 348 5222 
Fax: 0131 348 5600 

 es.committee@parliament.scot 
  
 2 February 2018 
Dear Angela,  
 

Child Poverty Delivery Plan 
 
Thank you for your letter of 15 December 2017 regarding the Scottish Government’s 
first Child Poverty Delivery Plan. 
 
The Committee considered your letter at its meeting on 24 January 2018 and agreed 
that I write to you to highlight a number of poverty related policies within its remit to 
ensure that the Delivery Plan takes account of these measures.  Those measures 
are— 
 

 Early years:  The Scottish Government has committed to extending free early 
learning and childcare to 1,140 hours per year for three and four year olds 
and some two year olds.  The Scottish Government has identified two aims for 
this policy: to support children’s development, especially children from the 
most disadvantaged backgrounds; and to support more parents into work, 
study or training, especially parents from the most disadvantaged 
backgrounds. 

 Free school meals: Eligibility for free school meals beyond P3 depends on 
the family being entitled to certain social security benefits.  Eligibility for free 
school meals has recently changed to take account of the changes to social 
security benefits. 

 School clothing grants: A BBC report in August 2017 found that the level of 
grant varies considerably between local authorities.  The Education (Scotland) 
Act 2016 includes provision for Ministers to make regulations to set the 
eligibility criteria for school clothing grants as well as the level of grant 
provided. 

 Education Maintenance Allowance: EMA provides £30 per week to a young 
person, whose family meets income criteria, aged 16 to 19 who attends 
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school full time, is doing full or part time further education or has an 'activity 
agreement'.   

 Financial support for kinship and foster carers: The level of financial 
support provided to kinship and foster carers is decided by the local authority.  
There have been calls for a number of years for a national rate and you will be 
aware that this is currently being considered by the Scottish Government 
(Fairer Scotland Action Plan (Action 35)).   

 Cost of the school day: Child Poverty Action Group and others have 
highlighted the additional and hidden costs to school education.  The Fairer 
Scotland Action Plan also addressed this issue (Action 30).  

 
In a number of areas, the Education and Skills Committee has highlighted the need 
for measures and targets to be clearly set out at the start of any policy initiative.  The 
Committee would find it useful for the Delivery Plan to be explicit about the targets it 
is sets, how those targets will be measured and how the targets interact with the 
delivery of the initiatives above. 
 
I hope you find this letter helpful in developing the Delivery Plan.  The Committee 
would be interested in the final Delivery Plan and I would be grateful if you would 
ensure the Committee is notified when it is published. 
 
Yours sincerely 

  
JAMES DORNAN MSP 
CONVENER 
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