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BY EMAIL 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear James, 
 
Report – Performance and the Role of Key Education and Skills Bodies 
 
I am writing in response to your letter dated 17 January 2017.   
 
COSLA notes the report from the Committee with interest.   
 
COSLA hold a meeting of the Education, Children and Young People Executive Group four 
times a year where CfE alongside other key priority areas for young people are considered 
and advice is provided by professional associations for policy development and 
implementation both nationally and locally. 
 
With regard to the recommendations relating to the CfE Management Board, COSLA would 
note that the issues of teacher workload and the provision of guidance materials to teachers 
were fully considered by the Board and that this has been explored with the committee during 
their sessions in 2016.   
 
COSLA would note that our role on the Board is to represent the voice of local government 
and to provide an overall constructive (rather than overly critical) role as part of the wider 
Board – with the interests of children and their families at the heart of our decision making.  
Officers work in partnership with Education Scotland and the SQA, amongst others, both 
within and outwith the Board to ensure that we deliver the best possible education service to 
our young people. 
 
COSLA is the employer for the teaching and learning workforce in councils and takes this 
responsibility very seriously.  The wellbeing of these valued employees is a priority for local 
government and we work with other partners in education to ensure that this is considered 
fully alongside the requirement to meet the learning needs of children and young people – 
who must be the focus of our policy approach. 
 
COSLA agree that local authorities should focus on performance and securing improvement in 
the performance in all areas of local government service delivery.  COSLA encourages locally 
democratically elected members to use their powers of scrutiny to facilitate that improvement.    



WHEN CALLING PLEASE ASK FOR:   Jane O’Donnell 0131 474 9313      jane@cosla.gov.uk 

COSLA,Verity House, 19 Haymarket Yards, Edinburgh EH12 5BH   

Telephone 0131 474 9200    Fax 0131 474 9292   Internet www.cosla.gov.uk   

 
I hope this response is helpful.  You will be aware that the local government election period 
has now begun.  I will not be seeking re-election and so wish to take this opportunity to wish 
you and the committee well for the future.  COSLA officers will confirm the name and contact 
details for the next COSLA Spokesperson in June 2017 to the committee clerks. 
 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 

 
 

 

Councillor Stephanie Primrose  

COSLA Spokesperson  

Education, Children and Young People   

 


