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Dear Councillor Primrose  

   

I am writing on behalf of the Committee to express concern and frustration at the 

delay in the provision of supplementary information from COSLA on funded 

childcare. The Committee is concerned that the information, which you suggested in 

evidence on 5th October would substantiate your comments, is in fact still being 

collated by COSLA.  

   

As you know, the Scottish Government Financial Review highlighted some notable 

underspends from local authorities in the provision of funded childcare. The Minister 

for Early Years and Childcare provided the Committee with a breakdown of 

underspends by local authority, for example North Lanarkshire Council is shown as 

having a £4.6 m (93%) underspend of the funding allocated by the Scottish 

Government for the implementation of this policy.   

   

You suggested in evidence that COSLA “have concerns about the data that was 

used [in the financial review].”…”Work has certainly been done within the context of 

LFRs. That has been and will continue to be monitored to ensure that we can 

account for the LFR”. When asked if, in that case, the Committee could expect 

communication from COSLA that would refute the Government figures in the 

Financial Review you replied “Yes, absolutely.”   

   

In the absence of this information being provided I sought clarification from the 

Cabinet Secretary in evidence on 2 November as to what the alternative figures you 

referred to could be derived from. He responded:  

   

“The information that informed the report to which you refer, convener, was gathered 

from the local financial return for 2014-15, the provisional outturn data for 2015-16, 

and budget estimates for 2016-17, all of which are supplied by local authorities.  
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Production of the report was overseen by a working group that included COSLA and 

local authorities, so I am at a bit of a loss to understand how there can be a problem 

with the data because they were provided for formulation of the report by local 

government.”  

   

I note your correspondence of 26th October stated that COSLA would endeavour to 

provide further information as quickly as possible. I reiterate my comments to you 

from 5th October, that parents looking for funded childcare places who see a 

considerable underspend from their local authority in the Financial Review, have the 

right to an explanation and it is incumbent on either the local authority or COSLA to 

respond. I would therefore encourage you to respond to the Committee as a matter 

of high priority.  

  

  

Yours sincerely  

   

JAMES DORNAN MSP  

CONVENER  
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