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Economy, Energy and Fair Work Committee 

Energy inquiry 

Note of visit to Alexander Dennis, Falkirk, Tuesday 7 January 2020 

Background 

Members of the Scottish Parliament’s Economy, Energy and Fair Work Gordon 
MacDonald and Andy Wightman, and Scottish Parliament staff members Claire 
Murrie and Rodger Evans, visited Alexander Dennis in Falkirk on Tuesday 7 
January. The visit was made to inform the Committee’s energy inquiry. This note 
sets out a summary of the discussion points. See the slides provided by the 
company for further detail and factual context. The visit included a tour of the factory.  

Members met: Keith Watson, Customer Development Director, and Matt Lawrence, 
EV Strategy. 

Discussion 

The conversation covered the themes of— 

 ADL new ownership and market 

 Climate emergency, bus technology and road to zero emissions 

 Bus Safety and driver environment 

Key points included— 

 The total bus fleet in Scotland being round 6,000, less than the whole of 
London, up to 8,000 with school buses 

 The love my bus campaign was mentioned in terms of marketing and the 
importance of the passenger experience 

 The company makes bio-gas, hydrogen and full electric buses 

 It has more than 50% share of the UK market and is a market leader, with 
63%, in double-deckers (you can see the badge on the vehicle chassis) 

 Its new parent company is listed on the Canadian stock exchange, 
Stagecoach having sold the majority holding two years ago 

 Warranty on its EVs run up to 10 years 

 The market has been challenging in recent times, falling by 40% in the last 
decade 

 The challenge with EVs remains range 

 R’n’D costs were behind EVs being more expensive 

 The company had recently secured a contract with Dublin 

 The London fleet aims to be totally electric by 2037 

 The company were enthusiastic about working with the Scottish National 
Investment Bank and the potential for the investment necessary for 
infrastructure to enable the switch to EVs 

 The balance between moving drivers from internal combustion engines to EVs 
and encouraging them out of their cars and onto buses was emphasised  

 The success of LRT in its rising passenger numbers showed the way for other 
regions  

 Automated buses (and cars) were another factor for the future picture of 
public transport 

https://www.stagecoachbus.com/promos-and-offers/west-scotland/may19_lovemybus
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 The practice of geofencing was referenced via the examples of Dublin and 
Brighton & Hove, with hybrid buses equipped to ensure low or no emissions in 
areas such as schools, hospitals and shopping thoroughfares  

 It was suggested that battery capacity would not be such an issue by the late 
2020s  

 The challenge and impetus of the Road to Zero strategy was discussed  

 20% of the company’s production (240 buses per year being the overall 
figure) were EVs this year, predominately double-deckers 

 Policy around bus safety was outlined, including technology to mitigate the 
quietness of electric buses 

 

https://www.smmt.co.uk/2019/10/geo-fencing-tech-makes-go-aheads-new-buses-greener/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-launches-road-to-zero-strategy-to-lead-the-world-in-zero-emission-vehicle-technology

