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13 October 2020 
   

Michelle Ballantyne MSP 
Convener 
Economy, Energy and Fair Work Committee 
 
By e-mail: 
economyenergyandfairwork@parliament.scot  
 
Dear Convener 
 
Energy inquiry findings 
 
I am writing to you in response to the Committee’s recommendations following the 
Committee’s inquiry into Scotland’s energy policy. I would also like to take this opportunity to 
thank the Committee for the work carried out and the insight it provides on a range of matters 
which are of great interest and relevance to the work that COSLA carries out on behalf of 
Local Government.  
 
While the majority of the recommendations are steered towards the Scottish Government, two 
are directed towards COSLA: 
 

i. The Scottish Government and COSLA to update us on how they will ensure the 
transition away from internal combustible engine to electric is nationally co-
ordinated, strategically planned and supported by an extensive, visible and 
reliable infrastructure. 
 

ii. COSLA to take stock of the best examples of innovative work from around 
Scotland and present the best examples of what works at the local level – 
whether community energy projects, provision of EV infrastructure or any other 
matters covered in this report.  

 
On the first recommendation, we see the progressive mainstreaming of electric vehicles on 
our roads as the result of sustained collaboration between Local and Scottish Government, as 
well as the wider public and private sector and, naturally, the electricity network providers, as 
referenced to Scottish Government in their response. 
 
COSLA is committed to encouraging the uptake of electric vehicles, particularly more so in the 
context of a green recovery from the Covid-19 crisis and the long-term ambition of achieving a 
just transition to a net zero economy by no later than 2045. The latter was agreed as COSLA’s 
Environment and Economy Board’s own strategic goal at the Board’s last meeting in 
September, which I chaired. Elected Members also agreed that electric vehicles and 



 
 
 

infrastructure will continue to require our attention given their significance in the progressive 
decarbonisation of Scotland’s transport.  
It follows that I envisage COSLA having a role in raising the profile of this agenda and 
facilitating national political discussion and agreement at critical junctures. I am keen for 
COSLA to play its part in promoting debate across Local Government and contributing as far 
as possible to a transition that is sustainable and fair, but also flexible, in recognition of 
differing local circumstances and resource constraints.  
 
Ongoing partnership working and engagement with Transport Scotland, Local Authorities and 
professional associations will continue to feature strongly, especially as consideration will 
need to be given to strategic issues such as the introduction of tariffs for charging vehicles, 
targeted investment of resources, the longer term future of charging infrastructure and the role 
that the public sector will wish to play in the coming years.  
 
On the second recommendation, I agree with the Committee on the importance of highlighting 
best examples of practice and innovation. On electric vehicles and infrastructure, there is 
much good work happening locally, as Councils continue growing their local charging network 
as well as make progress on decarbonising their fleets, albeit this will have been affected by 
the Covid-19 pandemic. As such we wholeheartedly recognise the importance and intent 
behind the Committee’s recommendation. However, we also see it as a joint responsibility and 
an ongoing commitment that sits across Transport Scotland, Local Authorities, professional 
associations and all the other parties that are critical to the implementation of current EV 
policy.  
 
COSLA will be happy to support this work, and in fact we do have plans to showcase local 
initiatives through our Environment and Economy Board in the near future to raise awareness 
of local best practice. Given the intrinsically multi-agency nature of this agenda, with different 
parts of the public sector having a role in driving forward progress, we expect that Transport 
Scotland and others will also share our ambition for ensuring that examples of innovative work 
are shared and, where possible, replicated. 
 
I trust this response is helpful and look forward to future consideration and engagement on 
these matters.   
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Councillor Steven Heddle 
COSLA Environment and Economy Spokesperson 
 


