
 

            

 
September 10, 2020 
 
Gordon Lindhurst MSP  
Convenor Economy, Energy and Fair Work Committee Meeting 
Scottish Parliament  
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 
 
Dear Convener,  
       
Thank you for your letter dated 30th June 2020. 
 
We welcome the continuing interest in BiFab from the Scottish Parliament, public 
authorities, trade unions and local communities in Fife and the Isle of Lewis. The company 
has an important role in contributing towards Scotland’s industrial revival as we move 
towards a net-zero future.  
 
I am pleased to report that, despite the challenging conditions, we remain optimistic that 
the BiFab yards have a long-term sustainable future. BiFab has contributed to all major 
Scottish windfarm developments to date. We expect this to continue in the very near future.   
 
We can confirm that contract negotiations are now in their final stages in relation to the 
Neart Na Gaoithe (NnG) windfarm project. It is our expectation that the NnG announcement 
will be made imminently, and with it the eventual creation of several hundred jobs in Fife.  
 
The Seagreen project is proving more difficult to negotiate with SSE. At present we are only 
negotiating for 4 jackets to be built in Scotland out of a total of 104 jackets. The value of 
those 4 jackets, which would be the only ones built in Scotland for a project based in 
Scotland, represents less than one percent of the overall project value. Negotiations 
continue and we are hoping for a favorable outcome for Bifab, Scotland, and its workers. 
 
More generally, we are seeing a marked increase in business inquiries from developers. 
These prospects appear to have been strengthened by recent developments in Scottish 
Government policy. 
 
It is for the Scottish Government to comment on the achievements of the two recent 
offshore wind supply chain summits. For our part we welcome the establishment 
of ScotWind and the recent measures from the Scottish Government in agreement with 
Crown Estate Scotland that support the supply chain, in particular enforceable mechanisms 
to encourage local content. While not applicable to legacy projects such as the ones we are 
currently negotiating for, these developments bode well for the future of our sector, jobs and 
Scotland's wider economic recovery.  
 



 

            

DF Barnes has invested heavily in BiFab since our acquisition in business development, 
training and equipment. We continue to do so as part of our long-term commitment to 
communities in Fife and the Isle of Lewis. It is a matter for the Scottish Government and 
Scottish Enterprise to comment on their own investment.  
  
BiFab shares the concerns of the trade union movement that Scottish renewable contracts 
have been secured by overseas manufacturers. We all believe that a strong domestic 
supply chain will reap economic rewards for both Scotland and the UK. Domestic 
manufacturing is by far the most effective way to deliver environmental targets while also 
boosting Scotland’s green economic recovery, and as the COVID pandemic has shown us, 
developing robust domestic supply chain resilience is of paramount importance.  
 
We acknowledge comments from the Cabinet Secretary for the Economy, Fair Work and 
Culture that Scotland should have a competitive supply chain, in addition to comments from 
the UK Energy Minister that our sector needs to be internationally competitive. The UK 
Government recently consulted on potential changes to the Contracts for Difference 
scheme’s 2021 allocation. While the Government’s response is yet to be published, we are 
hopeful that prospects for the sector will be further strengthened. 
 
We look forward to working with both the Scottish and UK Governments to build BiFab into 
a strong and sustainable business in the months to come. 
 
Best regards, 
 

 
 
Jason Fudge 
President 
DF Barnes 
 

 

 


