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Neil Bibby 
Member of the Scottish Parliament for West Scotland Region  

 

Michelle Ballantyne MSP 

Convener 

Economy, Energy and Fair Work Committee  

By email  

 

4 May 2020 

Tied Pubs (Scotland) Bill at Stage 1 

Dear Michelle 

The coronavirus pandemic has obviously affected the Committee’s stage 1 

consideration of the Tied Pubs (Scotland) Bill, my member’s bill which was 

introduced on 3 February 2020. I supported the Committee’s decision in March to 

pause its stage 1 scrutiny (including suspending its call for evidence, tenants’ survey 

and plans for oral evidence sessions) given the immediate challenges the pub and 

brewing industries faced at the onset of the lockdown. However, while the position of 

many tied pubs remains grave, I believe recent events demonstrate why my Bill is 

necessary, more now than ever, and why the Committee should move to re-start its 

stage 1 scrutiny as soon as it is able to do so.  

The pub sector as a whole needs support in these immensely challenging times, 

particularly the tied pub sector. These pubs not only have to contend with the 

significant economic fall-out of coronavirus, they also have to contend with the 

behaviour of pub-owning businesses. Some pub-owning businesses continue to 

insist on payment of commercial rent during a period in which pubs are unable to 

open or trade. I would remind you that the relationship between a tied tenant and 

pub-owning businesses is not typical of most tenant-landlord relationships. It is a 

business relationship that is weighted heavily in favour of the large pub-owning 

businesses, not the local pubs serving our communities.  

The grassroots Twitter movement #NoPubNoRent is a response to continued 

charging of rent, highlighting concerns about the unbalanced relationship between 

tied pubs and pub-owning businesses and the conduct of some of the largest pub-

owning businesses in the country. The continued extraction of rent from pubs which 
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are unable to trade, exposes the unfairness in the tied model and is an illustration of 

why reform of the tied pub sector is necessary.  

My Bill requires a statutory code and adjudicator be created and for both to be 

guided by regulatory principles including the principle that tied agreements provide ‘a 

fair share of risk and reward’ among the parties. That clearly is not always the case 

at present. In many ways the crisis has exposed both the conduct of some pub-

owning businesses and the need for urgent reform.   

I therefore wish to make clear that I hope that progress can be made with stage 1 

scrutiny of the Bill as soon as possible. As the Committee considers its forward 

programme, I would ask that it recommences its stage 1 scrutiny, and re-starts its 

call for evidence, tenants’ survey and plans for oral evidence sessions. In doing so, I 

ask that due consideration is given to providing sufficient time to allow those tied 

tenants who may wish to provide evidence the opportunity to do so given the current 

situation.  

I hope that in the coming months the Parliament will pass the Tied Pubs (Scotland) 

Bill and help make the relationship between tied tenants and their pub-owning 

business landlords fairer.   

Yours sincerely,   

  

Neil Bibby MSP 
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