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20 May 2019 
 
 
 
Dear Gordon 
 
 
PRE-RELEASE ACCESS 
 
Thank you for your letter of 15 May, and for early sight of the proposal.  
 
My own thoughts on Pre-release Access (PRA) have not changed and I will not restate them 
here. However, I am prepared to seek a compromise. 
 
I would like to set out an alternative proposal which would retain public confidence in economic 
statistics and provide Scottish and UK Ministers with limited, and tightly controlled, pre-release 
access. This is essential to ensure they are able to comment publicly on the statistics with a 
full understanding of the data and the implications for their policies and programmes.   
 
As you are aware, I have always been clear that PRA is a matter for the Chief Statistician and 
the independence of his role is crucial. The Chief Statistician must be consulted on any 
changes to PRA, and would need to consider the proposal report in detail. In terms of what I 
can do while maintaining the independence of the Chief Statistician, I propose that, in 
recognition of the distinct questions raised surrounding economic statistics: 
 

 I inform the responsible statisticians that I, and all other Ministers, will require PRA of 
only one working day for those economic statistics where five working days is currently 
the maximum. The proposed list of publications that this change would apply to are 
summarised overleaf. This will ensure a consistent approach is taken across all 
economic statistics produced by the Scottish Government. I will instruct my officials to 
do likewise. This would be all be contingent on the Secretary of State for Scotland 
agreeing to take the same approach. 
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 I ask the Chief Statistician to consider undertaking a review of pre-release access lists 
for these economic statistics, with a view to streamlining those who are given access 
and publishing the lists. 

 
 
I hope you find this helpful and I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DEREK MACKAY 
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List of economic and local government statistics publications that already have or 
would have 24 hour PRA 
 

 Capital provisional outturn and budget estimates (CPOBE) 

 Council Tax Assumptions 

 Council Tax Base 

 Council Tax Collection Statistics 

 Council Tax Reduction : Caseload and expenditure 

 Council Tax Reduction in Scotland 

 Export Statistics Scotland 

 GDP: Quarterly National Accounts 

 Government Expenditure and Revenue Scotland (GERS) 

 Labour Productivity 

 Non-domestic rates relief statistics for small businesses in Scotland 

 Non-domestic rates revaluation appeals statistics 

 Oil and Gas production statistics 

 Provisional outturn and budget estimates (POBE) 

 Retail Sales Index for Scotland 

 Scotland’s GDP: First Estimate 

 Scottish consumer sentiment indicator 

 Scottish local government finance statistics 

 Supply and use and input-output tables and multipliers for Scotland 
 


