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SOLICITORS IN THE SUPREME COURTS OF SCOTLAND (AMENDMENT) BILL 
COMMITTEE 

 
AGENDA 

 
2nd Meeting, 2020 (Session 5) 

 
Monday 7 September 2020 

 
The Committee will meet at 11.00 am in a virtual meeting, which will be broadcast on 
www.scottishparliament.tv. 
 
1. Solicitors in the Supreme Courts of Scotland (Amendment) Bill: The 

Committee will consider the amendments lodged for Consideration Stage and 
decide, under Rules 9A.9.7B and 7C, whether any adversely affect private 
interests and, if so, whether they have sufficient merit that there is a possibility 
of their being agreed to after further scrutiny. 

 
2. Solicitors in the Supreme Courts of Scotland (Amendment) Bill: The 

Committee will consider the Bill at Consideration Stage. 
 
 

Felicity Hollands 
Clerk to the Solicitors in the Supreme Courts of Scotland (Amendment) Bill 

Committee 
Room T2.60   

The Scottish Parliament   
Edinburgh 

 
Tel: 0134 348 6234 

Email: private.bills@parliament.scot 
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Solicitors in the Supreme Courts of Scotland (Amendment) Bill Committee 

2nd Meeting, 2020 (Session 5), 7 September 2020 

Background paper on procedure for Consideration Stage 

Background 

1. On 19 August 2020, the Parliament debated the Solicitors in the Supreme 
Courts of Scotland (Amendment) Bill at Preliminary Stage. It agreed the general 
principles of the bill and that it should proceed as a Private Bill.1  It is now for the 
Committee to take Consideration Stage of the Bill. 

Consideration Stage 

2. Consideration Stage is taken entirely by the Private Bill Committee, which 
normally has two main tasks to perform. 

3. The first is to give full consideration to any objections which were not rejected 
at Preliminary Stage.  In this case, no objections to the Bill were lodged.   

4. The second task is to consider and dispose of any amendments lodged and to 
agree each section of the Bill and the long title. Amendments may be lodged only by 
members of the Committee. The deadline for lodging amendments is 2pm on 
Thursday 3 September. At the time of the publication of this paper, 11 amendments 
have been lodged by the Convener, on behalf of the promoter of the Bill.  

5. The subject of the amendments can be categorised as follows –  

• Amendments 1, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 relate to the procedure for winding up 
the Society. These include amendments to require a voting threshold for 
any decision to wind up the Society (amendments 10 and 11), and a 
requirement to consult the members as to how the Society’s property is to 
be distributed in the event of the Society being wound up (amendment 7).  

• Amendments 3 and 4 relate to the procedure for closing the Dependents’ 
Fund completely. 

• Amendments 2, 5 and 6 are tidying up amendments that update a section 
title in the 1871 Act (amendment 2), clarify the type of general meeting a 
member created under a new form of membership is not entitled to 
participate in (amendment 5), and make the 1871 Act more consistent in 
terms of style (amendment 6). 

Screening of amendments 

6. Formal proceedings on amendments to a Private Bill are very similar to 
proceedings at Stage 2 of a Public Bill – that is, a Marshalled List and groupings are 

                                            
1 Official Report - http://parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12748&i=115281 

http://parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12748&i=115281
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prepared, and the Committee debates the amendments in their groups and makes 
decisions on each amendment that is moved in the order of the Marshalled List. 

7. Before those proceedings can begin, however, the Committee must first 
conduct a two-stage “screening process”.  The purpose of this is to identify whether 
any of the amendments lodged adversely affect private interests and – if so – 
whether they have sufficient merit that there is a possibility of their being agreed to 
after further scrutiny. 

8. If the Committee decides that none of the amendments adversely affects 
private interests, then the Committee can conduct the formal proceedings on 
amendments without further delay.   

9. Any amendment that is considered to adversely affect private interests but not 
to have the merit described, may not be moved at those proceedings. 

10. If the Committee decides that some amendments adversely affect private 
interests and have the merit described, then the formal proceedings on amendments 
are put on hold until the holders of those interests have been notified and given an 
opportunity to make representations to the Committee.  Further details of what this 
involves will be provided should this be the outcome. 

Order of consideration 

11. The default position is that the sections of the Bill are considered in the order 
presented in the Bill.  The Marshalled List has been prepared on this basis. 

Debates on amendments 

12. The amendments will be debated in the groups that have been decided in 
advance by the Convener, and that are reflected in the published Groupings 
document.  As all the amendments have been lodged by the Convener, she will open 
each debate and then invite other Committee members who wish to speak; if other 
members speak, the Convener would have the option of making a closing 
contribution at the end of the debate. 

13. Amendments are moved and decided on in the order of the Marshalled List. 

Agreeing the sections of the Bill 

14. The Rules require each section of the Bill (and the long title) to be formally 
agreed to.  These questions will be put at the appropriate point in the proceedings. 

Next Steps 

15. Subject to the outcome of the two-stage screening process, the meeting on 
Monday 7 September will complete the Private Bill Committee’s consideration of the 
Bill. 

16. Final Stage (equivalent to Stage 3 of a Public Bill) will be taken in the 
Chamber and involves all MSPs. It consists, firstly, of a further opportunity to 
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consider any amendments to the Bill (which may be lodged by any MSP), followed 
by a debate on a motion (to be lodged by the Convener) to pass the Bill.  

 

Clerk 

Solicitors in the Supreme Courts of Scotland (Amendment) Bill 


	20200907 Agenda
	20200907 - Consideration Stage Meeting - Note by the Clerk

