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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Monday 15 March 2021 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 15 March) 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 
Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what data is being collected on exposure to COVID-19 in the workplace, and whether 
this is disaggregated by protected characteristics. 
 

S5W-35727 

Jamie Hepburn: Public Health Scotland host a Case Management System which 
holds the contact details of every person who has tested positively for COVID-19. The 
information collected will include contact details for the person who has tested positive, 
information on workplaces and venues they have visited and contact information on 
those they have met while infectious. Data that is collected for contact tracing includes 
the following protected characteristics: age, sex and ethnicity. Public Health Scotland 
will use anonymised data to help them identify trends and hot spots.  
 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government when afterschool and breakfast clubs will be able to reopen 
under its revised COVID-19 Strategic Framework. 
 

S5W-35605 

Maree Todd: The First Minister announced on 2 March that from 15 March regulated 
school age childcare services can reopen for all primary children alongside P4-7 as 
part of the phase 2 return. These plans are conditional on continued progress on 
suppressing the virus. 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether teachers with underlying health 
conditions are required to return to classrooms before (a) receiving their COVID-19 
vaccination and (b) an adequate period of time has passed for their COVID-19 
vaccination to take effect. 
 

S5W-35733 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government Coronavirus (COVID-19): guidance on 
reducing the risks in schools - gov.scot (www.gov.scot) is clear that school staff who 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reducing-the-risks-in-schools/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reducing-the-risks-in-schools/
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have underlying health conditions are able to work within schools. Where there are 
any concerns about the impact of COVID-19, these should be discussed with their 
employer and individualised risk assessment undertaken. 
 
Advice for those on the shielding list, which is available from Coronavirus (COVID-19): 
shielding advice and support - gov.scot (www.gov.scot), is that they should not go to 
work during lockdown, unless they can work from home. This includes school staff. 
This advice continues to apply when they have had a coronavirus vaccine. 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what educational support is available for 
children with long-COVID, who are too unwell to return to school. 
 

S5W-35843 

John Swinney: The Standards in Scotland's Schools Etc. Act 2000 places duties on 
education authorities to make special arrangements for children or young people who 
are unable to attend school due to ill health to receive education elsewhere than at an 
educational establishment. 
 
This applies to all children and young people who are unable to attend school due to 
ill health, regardless of their medical condition. Where a child or young person is 
absent from school due to the effects of long-COVID, schools should take this into 
account when deciding upon the most appropriate form of educational support whilst 
they remain absent. 
 
In June 2015, the Scottish Government published revised guidance to education 
authorities to support them in implementation of their duties under this legislation. This 
guidance is available on the Scottish Government’s website through the following link: 
http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2015/06/6846/0. 
 
 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Finance 
 

Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether business rates relief includes empty 
property penalty rates, and what the reasons are for its position on this matter. 
 

S5W-35685 

Kate Forbes: The non-domestic rates system does not include a supplement or 
penalty for empty properties. The independent Barclay Review of non-domestic rates 
proposed a supplement on long-term empty properties but the Scottish Government 
did not ultimately accept this recommendation which was superseded by the 
commitment made during the Scottish Budget 2019-20 negotiations to devolve empty 
property relief to councils in time for the next revaluation. The devolution of empty 
property relief is now scheduled for 2023.  
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-shielding/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-shielding/
http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2015/06/6846/0
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Vacant and empty properties may be eligible for empty property relief, which delivers 
50% relief for 3 months (for non-industrial premises) or 100% relief for 6 months (for 
industrial premises), and 10% thereafter. 
 
In addition, the Scottish Budget 2021-2 expands on Fresh Start relief in order to 
incentivise the re-occupation of long-term empty properties, a move which is in direct 
response to the economic challenge of COVID-19. From 1 April 2021 this relief will 
provide 100% relief for up to 12 months to premises that have been previously 
unoccupied for over 6 months and that have a rateable value of up to £95,000 
(increased from £65,000). 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many prisoners there are in each COVID-19 vaccination priority 
group, also broken down by what proportion has received a first dose. 
 

S5W-34875 

Mairi Gougeon: Vaccination of prison staff and prisoners will be consistent with the 
wider community and in line with the Joint Committee on Vaccination and 
Immunisation clinical guidance, which advises that an age-based approach continues 
to be the best way to protect those most at risk.  
 
Prison staff and prisoners are eligible for a vaccination at the same time as those in 
the community who fall into the same JCVI priority group. We anticipate reaching 
everyone on the JCVI priority list by mid-April, subject to supply. 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow ) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many people with underlying health conditions are eligible for a COVID-19 vaccination 
as part of JCVI priority group 6, and how this compares with their eligibility for the 
annual flu vaccine. 
 

S5W-35365 

Mairi Gougeon: Vaccinations are taking place differently across Scotland to reflect 
the needs of local communities. NHS Scotland Heath Boards are responsible for the 
local delivery of the COVID-19 vaccine. As such, Health Boards are responsible for 
making decisions regarding local delivery in line with the Joint Committee for 
Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) guidance. This includes how to deliver vaccines 
to those with underlying health conditions. 
 
Information is provided to healthcare practitioners via the Green Book, which holds the 
latest information on vaccines and vaccination. The Green Book states for cohort 6, 
the JCVI priority list is not exhaustive and there may be people, with a particular 
underlying health condition, who would benefit from earlier vaccination based on the 
clinical judgement of a clinician looking after the person on a case by case risk 
assessment. 
 



4 
 

Due to the flexibility of the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation’s 
eligibility criteria for Cohort 6, it isn’t possible to provide a population size for Cohort 6. 
 
As of March 2021, 162,881 people who are Clinically Extremely Vulnerable have 
received their first dose. 
 
Those aged 64 years or under and considered to be at risk in the 2020-21 Seasonal 
Flu Vaccination Programme, were 757,926. The Scottish Government encourages all 
those who are eligible for both the Covid-19 and the seasonal flu vaccines to accept 
their invitation when offered an appointment. 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow ) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many people in each JCVI vaccine prioritisation group are considered to be 
housebound, and what proportion have received their (a) first and (b) second COVID-
19 vaccination. 
 

S5W-35366 

Mairi Gougeon: Vaccinations are taking place differently across Scotland to reflect 
the needs of local communities. NHS Scotland Heath Boards are responsible for the 
local delivery of the COVID-19 vaccine. As such, Health Boards are responsible for 
making decisions regarding local delivery in line with the Joint Committee for 
Vaccination and Immunisation guidance. This includes how to deliver vaccines to 
those who are housebound. 
 
Patient information which would indicate whether a person is housebound is not held 
within the Scottish Government. We are therefore unable to advise what proportion of 
housebound people have received their COVID-19 vaccine. 
 
As of 11 March 2021: 
 
•    19,252 care home residents have received 2 doses of the vaccine (64% of residents 
in older adult care homes and 60% of all care home residents). 
•     262,621 people aged 80 or over have received their first dose (97%). 
•     194,675 people aged 75-79 (99%) have received their first dose. 
•     278,452 people aged 70-74 (99.9%) have received their first dose. 
•     289,008 people aged 65-69 (97%) have received their first dose. 
•     151,828 people aged 60-64 (44%) have received their first dose. 
•     145,496 people aged 55-59 (37%) have received their first dose. 
•     121,830 people aged 50-54 (30%) have received their first dose. 
•     162,881 people who are Clinically Extremely Vulnerable (91% of the shielding list) 
have received their first dose. 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow ) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what advice has been given to GPs and vaccinators regarding how to identify people 
with underlying health conditions who are eligible for a COVID-19 vaccination under 
JCVI priority group 6. 
 

S5W-35367 
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Mairi Gougeon: Vaccinations are taking place differently across Scotland to reflect 
the needs of local communities. NHS Scotland Heath Boards are responsible for the 
local delivery of the COVID-19 vaccine. As such, Health Boards are responsible for 
making decisions regarding local delivery in line with the Joint Committee for 
Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) guidance. This includes how to identify people 
with underlying health conditions. 
 
Information is provided to healthcare practitioners via the Green Book, which holds the 
latest information on vaccines and vaccination. The Green Book states for cohort 6, 
the JCVI priority list is not exhaustive and there may be people, with a particular 
underlying health condition, who would benefit from earlier vaccination based on the 
clinical judgement of a clinician looking after the person on a case by case risk 
assessment. 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
equalities impact assessment was carried out regarding the roll-out of the COVID-19 
vaccination programme. 
 

S5W-34987 

Mairi Gougeon: Public Health Scotland (PHS) carried out extensive engagement with 
community and equalities groups to develop a health inequalities assessment. This 
analysis is guiding the vaccinations programme communications and adaptations to 
delivery models. An equality impact assessment is also being developed and will be 
published shortly. 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government when contact sports for 12- to 17-year-olds will be allowed 
to restart under its revised COVID-19 Strategic Framework. 
 

S5W-35622 

Mairi Gougeon: On 9 March, the First Minister announced that organised outdoor 
non-contact group sport and physical activity for 12-17 year olds will be permitted to 
resume from 12 March, subject to a maximum of 15 participants and to sport specific 
guidance agreed with sportscotland. While we don’t yet have a date for the resumption 
of contact sport for 12-17 year olds, the First Minister noted that we will seek to build 
on these changes as quickly as possible in the weeks ahead. 
 
On the 16 March, the First Minister is expected to provide a more detailed timetable 
for the period after 26 April. 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it would consider opening non-
contact horse-related events such as endurance riding from 15 March 2021, in light of 
the safety measures that the Scottish Endurance Riding Club and other equine event 
organisers have put in place to allow their events to go ahead. 
 

S5W-35647 
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Mairi Gougeon: The Scottish Government recognises that sport has operated safely 
under robust guidance when restrictions have permitted it to take place. Currently only 
professional athletes are able to resume competition and events due to current status 
of the virus. The First Minister plans to set out a firmer timetable on 16 March for the 
period after 26 April. 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government. further to the answer to question S5W-35513 by Jeane 
Freeman on 4 March 2021, what COVID-19 regulations personal trainers who assist 
people with muscular conditions must follow. 
 

S5W-35778 

Mairi Gougeon: In level 4, personal trainers are currently permitted to work with one 
other person outside. From Friday 12 March, Personal Trainers can hold outdoor 
group sessions with up to another 14 people. 
 
If they are treating a musculoskeletal condition that requires close contact, this would 
be defined as ‘close contact services’ in the Health Protection (Coronavirus) 
(Restrictions and Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 (as 
amended). Further information of what is permitted at each protection level can be 
found in the following guidance: 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): local protection levels - gov.scot (www.gov.scot). 
 
Fulton MacGregor (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish National Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government what plans it has to introduce routine COVID-19 testing 
using lateral flow devices for staff and volunteers at COVID-19 testing centres and 
stations. 
 

S5W-35296 

Mairi Gougeon: Twice weekly lateral flow testing has been rolled out to the Scottish 
Ambulance Service, including staff working at MTUs (Mobile Testing Units) and staff 
working in COVID Assessment Centres. 
 
ATS (Asymptomatic Test Sites) that form part of our community testing approach are 
run by health boards and local authority partnerships and includes a workforce model 
blending partnership staff, volunteers and military personnel as locally required. 
Testing is available for ATS staff and it is recommended best practise within the 
published guidance for ATS sites to test staff at the start of the day using a lateral flow 
tests.  
 
We are currently in discussion with the UK Government about testing staff at regional 
and local test sites in Scotland. 
 
Anyone who tests positive with a lateral flow test is advised to undertake a confirmatory 
PCR test. 
 
Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S5W-35100 by Mairi Gougeon on 18 February 2021, 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-protection-levels/pages/protection-levels-by-area/


7 
 

in light of the delay of the reviews of the SIGN guidelines because of the COVID-19 
pandemic, what consideration it has given to Healthcare Improvement Scotland 
providing temporary endorsement for NHS Scotland to follow the current NICE 
guidelines. 
 

S5W-35751 

Mairi Gougeon: Where there is no SIGN guideline on a particular topic, the Scottish 
Government expect healthcare professionals to look for another high quality, 
evidence-based guideline (e.g NICE, RCP, RCEM). This was the expectation prior to 
the COVID-19 pandemic and continues to be the position throughout the pandemic. 
 
Dean Lockhart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government when private individual swimming lessons for 
children will be allowed to resume under its revised COVID-19 Strategic Framework. 
 

S5W-35786 

Mairi Gougeon: Currently, indoor sport and leisure facilities, including swimming 
pools, are to remain closed. Therefore activities such as swimming lessons cannot 
currently take place. On 16 March, the First Minister will set out a firmer timetable for 
the easing of restrictions and publish a revised Strategic Framework document. 
 
Gordon Lindhurst (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether agency workers in healthcare settings are being 
prioritised for a COVID-19 vaccination along with NHS employees, and whether it will 
commit to making the vaccination process for agency staff as simple as possible, 
without an additional administrative burden. 
 

S5W-35864 

Mairi Gougeon: To save lives it is essential that vaccination be given to the first 
priority groups as set by the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI), 
and these include frontline patient-facing health and social care workers. This includes 
staff who have frequent face-to-face clinical contact with patients and who are directly 
involved in patient care in either secondary or primary care/community settings, 
including any associated support staff of independent contractors. It should include 
those working in public, private, third sector and non-standard healthcare settings such 
as hospices, and community-based mental health or addiction services. Temporary 
staff, including those working in the COVID-19 vaccination programme, students, 
trainees and volunteers who are working with patients must also be included. It should 
also include staff working at COVID-19 test sites for symptomatic people. 
 
Agency staff who work in the NHS are included in the JCVI priority list, cohort 2. For 
agency and bank staff, the priority is for staff who are active in taking shifts. Staff who 
have not worked through agency contract in the NHS in the past 6 months would not 
fall into this priority group. 
 
Gordon Lindhurst (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government what measures it is taking to ensure that correspondence 
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and appointment scheduling for the COVID-19 vaccination programme is accurate and 
timeous, and whether it will ensure that those who receive an appointment through 
correspondence that arrives after the scheduled appointment will be guaranteed a 
rescheduled appointment. 
 

S5W-35867 

Mairi Gougeon: The updated information at NHS Inform has details about contacting 
either the helpline or local board if an eligible individual finds their appointment is 
unsuitable: Rearrange or opt-out of your vaccination appointment | The coronavirus 
(COVID-19) vaccine (nhsinform.scot). This can also be used by individuals who are 
unable to travel due to a mobility issue, complex medical need or other reason, or just 
need to rearrange their vaccination appointment or find one at a more convenient 
location. They can also phone the COVID-19 Vaccination Helpline on 0800 030 8013. 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government when day centres that allow unpaid carers to get respite will 
be able to reopen under its revised COVID-19 Strategic Framework. 
 

S5W-35606 

Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many people in managed isolation have tested 
positive for COVID-19 since their arrival in Scotland, and which variants of COVID-19 
they have tested positive for. 
 

S5W-35615 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
Colin Beattie (Midlothian North and Musselburgh) (Scottish National Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will reconsider using mass vaccination venues 
as the main premises for administering the COVID-19 vaccine to people with learning 
disabilities and autism, and whether it will consider offering the vaccine to these groups 
through their GPs, in light of this offering a more familiar environment for people who 
may experience sensory overload. 
 

S5W-35648 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Rural Economy and Tourism 

 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government on what date further COVID-19 grant support for bed 
and breakfasts will become available. 
 

S5W-35651 

https://www.nhsinform.scot/covid-19-vaccine/invitations-and-appointments/rearrange-or-opt-out-of-your-coronavirus-vaccination-appointment
https://www.nhsinform.scot/covid-19-vaccine/invitations-and-appointments/rearrange-or-opt-out-of-your-coronavirus-vaccination-appointment


9 
 

Fergus Ewing: B&Bs paying Non-Domestic Rates are already eligible to apply for 
financial support from the Strategic Framework Business Fund. An equivalent support 
scheme for B&Bs paying council tax opens for applications on 15 March. This is after 
work to ensure the support captures the widest possible range of eligible businesses. 
The scheme has also been expanded to include guest-houses and self-catering who 
pay council tax. Payments to B&Bs expecting support from the fund announced in 
December will be prioritised. Councils have been working at pace to develop this 
expanded support and payments will start as soon as possible 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government when it anticipates the tourism industry will reopen to allow 
for (a) self-catering accommodation to be used for holiday rentals and (b) travel 
between different areas for Scotland. 
 

S5W-35668 

Fergus Ewing: The Strategic Framework will provide the pathway to reopening of 
tourism which will be gradual and cautious. We will provide as much clarity and detail 
as is possible for planning purposes and intend to publish a strategic framework review 
next week. We will continue to work with all sectors within tourism, including self-
catering, to support them up to and beyond reopening. We are committed to restoring 
the strength of Scotland’s tourism and hospitality sector, without undermining the great 
strides we have made in suppressing the virus.   
 
Alasdair Allan (Na h-Eileanan an Iar) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government when local authorities will be able to make payments to businesses 
eligible for support from the Bed and Breakfasts Paying Council Tax Grant. 
 

S5W-35683 

Fergus Ewing: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-35651 on  
15 March 2021. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found 
athttp://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx'  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 

answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 

which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 

asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 

through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 

 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

