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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Tuesday 23 March 2021 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 23 March) 
 

Government Initiated Question 
 
George Adam (Paisley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will provide an update on the independent evaluation of the 
rapid roll-out of the Near Me video consulting service in response to COVID-19. 
 

S5W-36035  
 
Jeane Freeman: The report of the independent evaluation of the rapid roll-out of 
Near Me in response to COVID-19 was published on the Scottish Government 
website at 09.30 today. The link to the full report is: 
https://www.gov.scot/isbn/9781800048102 and to the summary report is: 
https://www.gov.scot/isbn/9781800048119. 
 
The evaluation was undertaken by a team at the University of Oxford: the Principal 
Investigator, Professor Trisha Greenhalgh, is an internationally recognised academic 
in primary health care, who has led other UK research projects into the adoption and 
use of new technologies. 
 
Building on an existing programme of work, Scotland implemented a rapid scale-up 
of video consulting in response to COVID-19. To date this has delivered over 
800,000 video consultations, saving an estimated 22 million miles of patient travel. 
The Near Me service is well-placed to continue to offer choice in how people attend 
appointments in the future, and will maintain a focus on equity, inclusion and the 
green agenda. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 
 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many devices have been allocated to each local authority 
as part of the Connecting Scotland programme and how many devices have been 
distributed in each local authority area in phase (a) one and (b) two of the 
programme. 
 

S5W-36136 

Aileen Campbell: The number of devices allocated to each local authority through 
the Connecting Scotland Programme Phase One is provided in Table 1 and Phase 
Two in Table 2. The Scottish Government agreed the approach to allocation with 
COSLA.  
 

https://www.gov.scot/isbn/9781800048102
https://www.gov.scot/isbn/9781800048119
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The number of devices awarded by local authorities for distribution to customers in 
their respective areas are also contained in the tables. Decisions on awards are 
made by assessment panels in each area, comprising an SCVO account manager 
and local authority representatives. Once all 32 assessment panels have made 
decisions in each round, any remaining devices are redistributed between under and 
oversubscribed areas.  
 
Table 1 - Phase 1 

 

Local Authority 
Phase 1 

Allocation  
Local Authority 

Phase 1 
Awards 

Aberdeen City 240  Aberdeen City 283 

Aberdeenshire 335  Aberdeenshire 323 

Angus 155  Angus 145 

Argyll & Bute 125  Argyll & Bute 187 

City of Edinburgh 545  City of Edinburgh 712 

Clackmannanshire 65  Clackmannanshire 65 

Dumfries & 
Galloway 

210 
 

Dumfries & Galloway 
270 

Dundee City 195  Dundee City 192 

East Ayrshire 160  East Ayrshire 186 

East Dunbartonshire 145  East Dunbartonshire 145 

East Lothian 135  East Lothian 183 

East Renfrewshire 140  East Renfrewshire 130 

Falkirk 205  Falkirk 203 

Fife 475  Fife 502 

Glasgow City 780  Glasgow City 1063 

Highland 330  Highland 405 

Inverclyde 105  Inverclyde 125 

Midlothian 120  Midlothian 120 

Moray 120  Moray 121 

Na h-Eileanan Siar 55  Na h-Eileanan Siar 66 

North Ayrshire 185  North Ayrshire 197 

North Lanarkshire 445  North Lanarkshire 409 

Orkney Islands 50  Orkney Islands 83 

Perth & Kinross 195  Perth & Kinross 254 

Renfrewshire 230  Renfrewshire 265 

Scottish Borders 155  Scottish Borders 208 

Shetland Islands 55  Shetland Islands 77 

South Ayrshire 145  South Ayrshire 146 

South Lanarkshire 415  South Lanarkshire 435 

Stirling 125  Stirling 134 
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West 
Dunbartonshire 

125 
 

West Dunbartonshire 
157 

West Lothian 235  West Lothian 285 

  
 

National applications 
and pilots 

441 

Total 7,000  Total 8,517 

 
Table 2  
Phase 2. Indicative allocation  
Phase 2 devices awarded by local authorities for distribution 
 

 

Phase 
2, 

Round 
1 

Phase 
2, 

Round 
2 

Total 
allocation 

 

Phase 
2, 

Round 
1 

Phase 
2, 

Round 
2 

Total 
Award 

Aberdeen City  514 30 544  551 39 590 

Aberdeenshire  685 312 997  418 236 654 

Angus  322 110 432  223 110 333 

Argyll & Bute  207 30 237  207 30 237 

City of Edinburgh 1106 38 1144  1073 429 1502 

Clackmannanshire  207 30 237  294 30 324 

Dumfries & 
Galloway  

400 30 430 
 397 40 437 

Dundee City  807 282 1089  546 187 733 

East Ayrshire  588 368 956  240 368 608 

East 
Dunbartonshire  

307 91 398 
 226 30 256 

East Lothian  298 30 328  349 31 380 

East Renfrewshire  289 30 319  523 30 553 

Falkirk  493 30 523  520 70 590 

Fife  1198 329 1527  906 509 1415 

Glasgow City  3908 1479 5387  2562 1048 3610 

Highland  618 30 648  988 35 1023 

Inverclyde  588 328 916  280 328 608 

Midlothian  290 102 392  198 112 310 

Moray  247 30 277  247 30 277 

Na h-Eileanan 
Siar  

100 30 130 
 170 0 170 

North Ayrshire  853 328 1181  554 546 1100 

North Lanarkshire  1764 388 2152  1436 274 1710 

Orkney Islands  100 30 130  224 30 254 

Perth & Kinross  350 30 380  382 37 419 

Renfrewshire  646 30 676  985 148 1133 

Scottish Borders  293 30 323  409 64 473 
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*Total allocation is greater than total award due to redistribution between round 1 and 
round 2 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether its COVID-19 guidance for pre-school children 
mixing in outdoor playgrounds differs from that for school children in primary one 
mixing in outdoor play areas, and what the reasons are for its position on this matter. 
 

S5W-36152 

John Swinney: Outdoor play and learning is an integral part of the early learning 
and childcare offer in Scotland and it is common for children to experience free-flow 
access to the outdoors in these settings. The Coronavirus (COVID-19) guidance for 
early learning and childcare services also explains that, given that the risks of 
transmission are much lower outdoors, ELC provision should maximise opportunities 
for outdoor play and experiences. The ELC guidance therefore makes no distinction 
between children mixing indoors and outdoors. Children should remain within the 
same groups wherever possible. The appropriate size of groups will depend on the 
age and overall number of children, and the layout of the setting but the guidance 
states that it would be reasonable for children to be managed in groups up to the 
size encountered in primary school, for example no more than 25 to 33 children in 
any one group. Children in ELC are not required to physically distance from each 
other, or from adults, either indoors or outdoors.  
 
Similarly, the Coronavirus (COVID-19): Guidance on reducing the risks from COVID-
19 in schools explains that, on the basis of the scientific advice, and subject to all 
other risk mitigation measures, there is no requirement for physical distancing 
between primary school children. On 16 March the First Minister announced children 
younger than 12 remain able to mix in larger groups and do not count towards the 
limit placed on groups of adults or older children. 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it will publish any (a) updated reports it has received 
from institutions regarding the allocation of the Higher Education Discretionary Fund 
and (b) information it has received in relation to (i) demand and (ii) justifications for 
applications. 
 

S5W-36017  

Shetland Islands  100 30 130  117 29 146 

South Ayrshire  322 30 352  322 54 376 

South Lanarkshire  1015 508 1523  542 202 744 

Stirling  224 30 254  245 20 265 

West 
Dunbartonshire  

553 30 583 
 553 30 583 

West Lothian  606 237 843  390 236 626 

Other 0 0 0  317 0 317 

Total 18839 5173 24012*  17394 5362 22756 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-learning-and-childcare-services/pages/outdoor-spaces/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-learning-and-childcare-services/pages/outdoor-spaces/
file:///C:/Users/U200468/Downloads/Reducing+risks+in+schools+guidance+-+Version+4.3+-+December+2020%20(3).pdf
file:///C:/Users/U200468/Downloads/Reducing+risks+in+schools+guidance+-+Version+4.3+-+December+2020%20(3).pdf
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Richard Lochhead: Further analysis of spending on the 2020-21 Higher Education 
Discretionary Fund is due to be undertaken at the end of this financial year. Officials 
will arrange to share this with the Scottish Parliament Information Centre once the 
information is available from the sector. This analysis will show the current demand 
on the Fund.  
 
There are no plans to ask the sector to provide additional interim information 
concerning the specific reasons behind individual applications from students. That 
would place further administrative pressures on college and university staff at what is 
an extremely busy time for them. That level of information will form part of the annual 
returns from universities and colleges which is scheduled for the end of October. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government how it is supporting universities and colleges to host 
graduation ceremonies in the summer, in light of COVID-19 restrictions. 
 

S5W-36093 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government recognises that graduation is an 
important moment in a student’s life, offering students a chance to celebrate their 
hard work and achievements. The hosting of graduation ceremonies is an 
operational matter for individual institutions to determine, and any ceremonies this 
year will of course have to be planned in line with public health measures. Many 
colleges and universities have adopted innovative approaches to hosting graduation 
ceremonies virtually to ensure that the hard work of students is rightly recognised. 
 
The Scottish Government continues to work closely with colleges, universities, NUS 
Scotland, and trade unions to ensure that guidance is in place to support the safe 
return of students, with decisions informed by the data on virus prevalence and in 
line with our updated Strategic Framework. To ensure the continued safety of staff 
and students, we have published sectoral guidance for colleges and universities, 
which also signposts to other relevant sectoral guidance for the range of activities 
institutions may be engaged in.  
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Finance 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what information it has regarding how many businesses have been 
ineligible for any form of assistance from its COVID-19 support schemes. 
 

S5W-35995  
 
Kate Forbes: The Scottish Government does not hold data about how many 
businesses have been ineligible for any form of assistance from its COVID-19 
support schemes. 
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-universities-colleges-and-student-accommodation-providers/pages/compliance/
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Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what plans it has to support small building and construction firms to 
access financial support as a result of disruption caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-36079  
 
Kate Forbes: We recognise the financial challenges being experienced by 
businesses in the construction sector, particularly smaller firms and tradespeople 
whose business relies on doing work in domestic premises. The limited funding 
made available to us to support businesses means that we are simply unable to 
support all sectors experiencing disruption as a result of restrictions. We therefore 
have no plans at present to provide direct financial support to small building and 
construction firms. 
 
I would, however, encourage businesses in this sector and whose trade has been 
impacted by the pandemic to access the UK Government's Self Employment Income 
Support Scheme and the Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme which will support 
them in meeting staffing costs and addressing salary shortfalls. We continue to do all 
we can to support the sector through these difficult times through the Construction 
Leadership Forum and our Construction Recovery Plan. 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 

 
Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what consideration it has given to prioritising the COVID-19 vaccination for people 
working in prisons. 
 

S5W-35944  
 
Mairi Gougeon: The Scottish Government follows the Joint Committee on 
Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) Guidance in the planning of vaccine delivery 
which advises that an age-based approach continues to be the best way to protect 
those most at risk. 
 
Prevention of mortality is the key aim of the first phase of the COVID-19 vaccine 
programme. Prison officers at a higher individual risk of mortality will be targeted for 
vaccination in the first phase of the programme in line with age and other priority 
categories. 
 
We anticipate reaching everyone on the first phase of the JCVI priority list by mid-
April, subject to supply. 
 
 
Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what consideration it gave to all SPFL football clubs that compete below 
the Championship level when the frameworks were finalised for the distribution of 
grants in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, and whether it now plans to provide 
additional support to each club. 
 

S5W-35959  
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Mairi Gougeon: The distribution mechanism was agreed with the Scottish FA to be 
as fair and equitable as possible. The suspension of the lower leagues below the 
Championship by the Scottish FA for a short spell was necessary to combat the 
pandemic and reduce transmission rates across the country. The Scottish 
Government worked closely with the Scottish FA to allow the resumption of 
additional football activity earlier this month; including SPFL Leagues 1 and 2, 
SWPL1 and the Highland League clubs still in this season’s Scottish Cup. This could 
only happen alongside enhanced measures to keep everyone safe, including 
mandatory weekly COVID PCR tests for all players and staff. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what plans it has to fulfil its commitment to scope research into online 
and telephone alcohol sales, in light of the changes in patterns of alcohol availability, 
sales and consumption because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-36071 

Mairi Gougeon: The Alcohol Framework 2018 commitment to further understand 
online and telephone sales remains important and it is crucial that these market 
routes are also viewed through the lens of the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
The Scottish Government commissioned Public Health Scotland (PHS) to investigate 
and report on alcohol consumption during the initial COVID-19 lockdown period in 
2020. In February 2021, PHS published two reports and a briefing paper that explore 
how COVID-19 and related restrictions have impacted on alcohol sales and 
consumption in Scotland in the early stages of the COVID-19 pandemic: 
Monitoring and Evaluating Scotland's Alcohol Strategy (MESAS) - Alcohol - Health 
topics - Public Health Scotland.  
 
In this work, PHS notes that its estimate of a reduction 6% in sales of pure alcohol 
per adult may be a slight overestimate, as online (and on-trade takeaway) sales 
were not captured. The Scottish Government has therefore asked PHS to consider 
further how it can understand this growing part of the alcohol sales market, and 
scoping work is currently underway to explore potential data sources and progress 
with analysis work.  
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government when amateur football will be permitted to resume under 
the revised Strategic Framework. 
 

S5W-35839  
 
Mairi Gougeon: From 12 March, contact sport for under 12s, such as football, was 
permitted to re-start, in accordance with the Scottish FA guidelines. Football for 
young people between 12 and 17 is scheduled to re-start on 5 April. On 16 March, 
the First Minister set out a firmer timetable for the easing of restrictions adding that a 
revised Strategic Framework document will be published in due course. 

http://www.healthscotland.scot/health-topics/alcohol/monitoring-and-evaluating-scotlands-alcohol-strategy-mesas
http://www.healthscotland.scot/health-topics/alcohol/monitoring-and-evaluating-scotlands-alcohol-strategy-mesas
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Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what consideration it has given to allowing dancers who have been 
classed as elite performers to resume one-to-one training, in advance of international 
competitions later this year. 
 

S5W-35861 

Mairi Gougeon: The Scottish Government appreciates elite dancers will want to 
resume training in advance of international competitions. Where an individual has 
qualified for a world or regional dance competition, in level 4 areas the provisions in 
of Schedule 5, Part 1 (3)(aa) of the Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and 
Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 (as amended) would 
apply. These provide that only professional sportspeople are permitted to train in 
legally closed facilities (such as an indoor fitness studio). The definition of a 
professional sportsperson is set out in the interpretation section of the Health 
Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2020 (as amended). 
 
The Scottish Government is currently discussing some additional flexibility around 
the type of event that is referred to in the legislation above, however currently a 
professional sportsperson refers to someone who derives a living from competing in 
sport; or is a senior representative nominated by a relevant sporting body; or is a 
member of the senior training squad for a relevant sporting body; or is on an elite 
development pathway; and must train or compete in a sport for which a resumption 
of performance sport plan has been approved by sportscotland or the Scottish 
Ministers.  
 
If a governing body considered there were athletes who would be eligible under the 
above definitions, they would need to discuss this with sportscotland and they would 
then be expected to work with sportscotland to develop a Resumption of 
Performance Sport Plan (sportscotland’s guidance is here).   
 
Where individuals attend a dance school that offers educational qualifications such 
as HNDs, guidance for colleges and universities would apply to such a school as it is 
an educational provider and there is no requirement in the regulations for colleges to 
be closed in level 4 areas (although the guidance provides that students should only 
be back in the limited circumstances where it is necessary for assessments etc.). 
 
In addition, in her statement to Parliament on 16 March, the First Minister noted the 
intention to open indoor facilities on, or around, 26 April and this would permit group 
exercise to resume for those aged under 18 who may not meet the requirements 
outlined above. 
 
 
 
 

https://sportscotland.org.uk/covid-19/
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Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what assessment it has made of problem gambling during the COVID-
19 pandemic and what measures it has taken to prevent and reduce harm. 
 

S5W-36167 

Clare Haughey: The monitoring of the impact of gambling across the UK during the 
pandemic, is carried out by the Gambling Commission, which published and updated 
the following report. The Commission also alerts stakeholders to other academic 
assessments carried out across both the UK and internationally. 
 
Gambling has the potential to negatively affect physical, psychological health, and 
the social functioning of the people who gamble and others around them. In April 
2019 the Gambling Commission, with the support of GambleAware, published its 
“National Strategy to Reduce Gambling Harms”. That new industry-led strategy for 
England, Wales and Scotland aims to respond to growing concerns about the harm 
caused by gambling through improving prevention and educative approaches, and 
through developing and increasing access to evidenced-informed effective treatment 
and support. 
 
The Scottish Government are currently working with the Commission and other 
stakeholders in Scotland, to assess existing evidence on which pathways to 
treatment are likely to be most successful in Scotland, this includes the evaluation of 
pathways being trialled in other nations. In addition, we are keen to understand why 
some people with problematic gambling are not accessing treatment and support 
services, to ensure our pathway options take these reasons into account to provide 
the correct approach for the people of Scotland. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what role the NHS Louisa Jordan will play during March and April 2021. 
 

S5W-35860  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government under what circumstances care home 
residents might be required to continue to be kept in isolation, and what plans it has 
to review the COVID-19 guidance regarding this. 
 

S5W-35838  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 

 
 
 

 

https://www.gamblingcommission.gov.uk/news-action-and-statistics/Statistics-and-research/Covid-19-research/Covid-19-updated-July-2020/Covid-19-and-its-impact-on-gambling-%E2%80%93-what-we-know-so-far-July-2020.aspx
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Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S5W-35219 by Michael Matheson on 1 March 
2021, what information it has on how much the UK Government pays for security for 
each person in hotel quarantine, and what this represents as a percentage of the 
overall cost of quarantine. 
 

S5W-35731  
 
Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government has not yet received details from the 
UK Government of the costs of security associated with the Managed Isolation 
programme, and therefore does not yet know what this represents as a percentage 
of the overall cost of quarantine. However, the Scottish Government is aware that 
costs incurred are not charged to the UK Government on a per person basis in 
relation to the number of guests using Managed Isolation, as numbers of security 
personnel required can vary from location to location depending on factors such as 
number of flights to be met, journey times on transport services, and numbers of 
floors in occupation in quarantine hotels. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government when driving (a) lessons and (b) tests for (i) key workers and (ii) 
students on key worker placements will be able to resume under its revised COVID-
19 Strategic Framework. 
 

S5W-36146  
 
Michael Matheson: The First Minister announced on 16 March that Stay at Home 
regulations will be lifted on 2 April and replaced with guidance to Stay Local, with 
more services able to open from 5 April. The First Minister also announced further 
expected easing’s from 26 April including the anticipated restarting of driving lessons 
and tests. The only current exceptions for driving lessons are lessons provided by a 
member of the same household and where an organisation has delegated authority 
to do so from the Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency. This includes Scottish Fire 
and Rescue Services, Police Scotland and bus operators. 
 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what criteria must be met for the cross-border transport 
restrictions that have been put in place in response to the COVID-19 pandemic to be 
lifted. 
 

S5W-36151 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government’s timetable for easing restrictions, 
published on 16 March (Coronavirus (COVID-19): timetable for easing restrictions - 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-timetable-for-easing-restrictions/
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gov.scot (www.gov.scot), set out that the current ban on non-essential travel to and 
from Scotland and the rest of the UK and the wider Common Travel Area (CTA) will 
be kept under review. We recognise how difficult it is for people not to be able to see 
friends and family who live beyond Scotland and these measures will not be in place 
for longer than we judge it necessary.  
 
These measures have been put in place to protect communities in Scotland and limit 
the importation of new strains of the virus. The Scottish Government regularly 
reviews the regulations to ensure that they are still required. Future options include 
returning to targeted restrictions on travel to/from particular areas of high prevalence 
in the CTA. In reviewing these measures, we will take account of trends in 
prevalence and the restrictions in place in the other CTA countries, and the 
confidence we can take from that about the risks of travel resulting in importation of 
the virus.  
 
 
 
 
 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-timetable-for-easing-restrictions/
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

