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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Friday 19 March 2021 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 19 March) 
 

Government Initiated Questions 
 
George Adam (Paisley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how the additional £70 million allocated to the Young Person’s 
Guarantee will be invested in 2021-22. 
 

S5W-36092  
 
Fiona Hyslop: In February I informed Parliament that since its launch, the Young 
Person’s Guarantee has created around 18,000 additional or enhanced opportunities 
for people aged between 16 and 24 to help them into work, education or training. 
 
Building on this early success and our on-going significant investment in education, 
employability and skills, we have committed an additional £70 million for the 
Guarantee in 2021-22. I am pleased to announce our initial allocations for the  
£70 million are: 
 
• An additional £45 million for local partnerships, in line with our partnership 
working agreement with Local Government. This resource will be used flexibly to 
provide a range of support from training, to employer recruitment incentives and 
locally tailored wrap around support for DWP programmes like Kickstart. 
 
• A further £10 million of direct investment for colleges to deliver around 5,000 
shorter, industry-focussed courses. 
 
• £10 million for the Developing the Young Workforce to complete the roll-out of 
the new school coordinators, recommended by the Enterprise and Skills Strategic 
Board Sub-Group and to support our employer engagement and communications 
activity; and 
 
• £5 million for other initiatives including a new graduate internship scheme, 
increased volunteering capacity and enhancing third sector programmes, such as 
Inspiring Scotland’s Our Futures Now and Discovering your Potential. 
 
This funding will build on existing local structures and networks to strengthen our 
support to young people. Our focus on local partnerships will ensure that the funding 
is able to respond to the diverse needs of Scotland’s local economies and meet the 
needs of young people. It will do so in a way that recognises the significant 
challenges facing young people and the changes anticipated within the labour 
market, such as the phasing out of furlough support. 
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It will create additional employment, education, apprenticeship, training and formal 
volunteering opportunities whilst also providing wrap around support to ensure 
young people are able to progress into sustainable and fair employment.  
 
A central aspect of this investment is working with employers to create more jobs for 
young people. As part of our activity to implement the recommendations from Sandy 
Begbie’s initial report in this regard, Scottish and Local Government have agreed 
and published a new national Employer Recruitment Incentive (ERIs) framework. 
This framework will provide consistency across the country and set the national 
minimum standards for new ERIs starting from 1 April 2021. 
 
 
Rona Mackay (Strathkelvin and Bearsden) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what plans it has to provide an update on progress towards the 
publication of a strategic policy framework for school-age childcare. 
 

S5W-36010 

Maree Todd: The Scottish Government has today published its School Age 
Childcare: Progress Report which sets out progress towards developing a future 
school age childcare strategic policy framework in Scotland including recognition of 
the impacts of the Covid-19 pandemic on children, parents and carers and the 
school age childcare sector.  
 
You can access the Progress Report here 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many places have been delivered by the Young Person’s 
Guarantee to date, and how many it expects the scheme to deliver by 31 
December 2021. 
 

S5W-35991 

Fiona Hyslop: As detailed in the Scottish Government’s response to questions 
S5W-34614 and S5W-34612 on 1 February 2021 we have provided funding for 
around 18,000 new and enhanced opportunities to support young people in 2020-21. 
 
We have previously stated, in response to question S5W-33395 on 2 December 
2020 that given the uncertainty around the labour market, with the extension of the 
furlough scheme and the impact of Brexit, we are not setting targets for the Young 
Person's Guarantee. 
 
The Guarantee is not a standalone programme. We are providing £70 million in 
2021/22 to create more opportunities for young people, building on our significant 
existing investment in Education, Employability and Skills infrastructure. We are in 
the process of developing a measurement and evaluation framework to understand 
how the Guarantee is delivering a range of different opportunities to support young 
people, as set out in response to question S5W-34872 on 1 February 2021. 

https://www.gov.scot/isbn/9781800046566
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Simple&Keyword=To%20ask%20the%20Scottish%20Government%20how%20many%20jobs%20have%20been%20created%20by%20the%20Young%20Person%27s%20Guarantee&ExactPhrase=True&DateChoice=0&SortBy=DateSubmitted&ResultsPerPage=10
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34612
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33395&DateTo=17/03/2021%2023:59:59&SortBy=DateSubmitted&Answers=All&SearchFor=All&ResultsPerPage=10
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34872&ResultsPerPage=10
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As part of this process, we recently published the first Local Authority Labour Market 
Dashboard and Skills Development Scotland (SDS) published the first monthly 
Participation Snapshot for 16 and 17 year olds. The Snapshot provides more timely 
data on the participation rate of young people across Scotland and will provide 
information on the activities young people are participating in. 
 
This information along with the annual Participation Measure produced by SDS and 
planned evaluative activity will help us to monitor the number of opportunities as well 
measure and target opportunities and support for young people. 
 
All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the Parliament's 
website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what assessment it has made of the IT equipment available to teachers 
to support remote and blended learning. 
 

S5W-36153  
 
John Swinney: Local authorities are responsible for ensuring that their staff have 
access to appropriate equipment in order to carry out their work. The Scottish 
Government has focused on supporting digital inclusion amongst learners and to 
date, over 67,000 devices and almost 14,000 connectivity solutions have been 
distributed. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Finance 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to its announcements on 7 and 9 February 2021 regarding the 
allocation of an additional £90 million to local authorities for the establishment of a 
Discretionary Fund with an increased value of £120 million, when it will publish a 
breakdown by local authority of the (a) number of grant applications (i) made, (ii) 
approved and (iii) declined and (b) value of payments made to date from the £120 
million total. 
 

S5W-35782  
 
Kate Forbes: The Scottish Government regularly publishes statistics and 
management information relating to its Covid-19 business grants on its website. The 
latest publication that includes details of the Discretionary Fund was published on 10 
March 2021. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to its announcement on 17 November 2020 regarding the 
allocation of £30 million to local authorities for the establishment of a Discretionary 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/young-persons-local-authority-labour-market-dashboard/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/young-persons-local-authority-labour-market-dashboard/
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/publications-statistics/statistics/monthly-participation-snapshot-for-16-and-17-year-olds/
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/publications-statistics/statistics/monthly-participation-snapshot-for-16-and-17-year-olds/
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Fund, when it will publish a breakdown by local authority of the (a) number of grant 
applications (i) made, (ii) approved and (iii) declined and (b) value of payments made 
to date from the original £30 million fund. 
 

S5W-35783  
 
Kate Forbes: The Scottish Government regularly publishes statistics and 
management information relating to its Covid-19 business grants on its website. The 
latest publication that includes details of the Discretionary Fund was published on 10 
March 2021. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the statement by the First Minister on 17 November 2020 and 
subsequent announcements by the Cabinet Secretary for Finance on 7 and 9 
February 2021 regarding an additional £90 million for local authorities to establish a 
Discretionary Fund with an increased value of £120 million, how much each local 
authority has been allocated from the fund. 
 

S5W-35784  
 
Kate Forbes: The Scottish Government will publish details of how much each Local 
Authority has been allocated from the Discretionary Fund as part of a forthcoming 
finance circular. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will clarify the international travel 
regulations and guidance for people who have received both doses of the COVID-19 
vaccine. 
 

S5W-35872  
 
Jeane Freeman: We continue to engage in international developments in relation to 
COVID-19, including guidance on the issue of vaccine certification, for those who 
have received both doses of the vaccine. These discussions are led by the World 
Health Organisation and include consideration of technical details, ethical and 
equality issues, and privacy standards. The outcome of those discussions will guide 
our work in this area. 
 
Work at 4 nations level has started to scope and develop a technical solution to allow 
secure, authenticated access to Covid vaccination status. This is to ensure 
technology is not the limiting factor should the work underway indicate it would be 
appropriate to introduce certification at the right time. 
 
We will continue to keep vaccine certification and guidance under review as further 
evidence around vaccines and immunity emerges. We regularly review our 



5 

international travel regulations and will continue to do so in light of developments on 
vaccine certification. 
 
 
Jackson Carlaw (Eastwood) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government how many requests for face covering exemption cards 
have been received, broken down by local authority area, and how many (a) have 
been approved, (b) have been declined and (c) are yet to be processed. 
 

S5W-35874 

Jeane Freeman: The vast majority of people can wear a face covering, including 
most people with a lung condition such as asthma, and everyone who can wear a 
face covering in the mandated spaces is legally required to. However, we recognise 
that there are certain situations where a person is unable to, or it would be 
inappropriate, for them to wear a face covering and these exemptions are reflected 
in the Regulations. 
 
The Scottish Government exemption card is a tool to support people to feel more 
confident and safe when accessing public spaces and using public services. It is not 
intended as proof of exemption. 
 
Details on the number of face covering exemption cards that : 
(a) have been approved 
 
Between 29 October 2020 and 11 March 2021, 63,268 individuals have received a 
Scottish Government face covering exemption card, 26 of these requests are for 
replacement exemption cards where that card has been lost or misplaced. In line 
with data minimisation principles, local authority breakdown is not requested or 
collated in order to receive an exemption card.  
 
(b) have been declined 
 
When using the www.exempt.scotwebsite or helpline individuals are asked to 
confirm that they have read the Scottish Government guidance on exemptions and 
that one of the exemptions applies to them before they can receive an exemption 
card. This is an additional requirement in order to minimise misuse of exemption 
cards. We currently do not record how many individuals have not confirmed these 
requirements and therefore would not be eligible for an exemption card. To require 
individuals to seek medical proof that they are exempt would put undue burden on 
the NHS services at this time. 
 
(c) are yet to be processed 
 
On 11 March, there were zero requests yet to be processed. 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government when it plans to allow acupuncture therapy 
clinics to reopen, in light of the support that they can provide to the NHS in treating 
people with conditions such as long-COVID. 

http://www.exempt.scot/
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S5W-35775  

 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether acupuncturists are allowed to practice under 
the current COVID-19 restrictions and, if not, for what reason they have been offered 
vaccinations as healthcare workers. 
 

S5W-35787  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how it plans to prioritise end-of-life patients 
for a COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-33650  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government is continuing to engage with the JCVI on 
the issue of priority vaccines for terminally ill patients. Many end of life patients will 
already be included in cohorts 1-9, either through age or on the basis of their 
diagnosis. 
 
I have written to the JCVI on this matter. In their response the JCVI have advised 
that for the first phase of the COVID-19 mass vaccination programme, priority should 
be given to protecting those most at risk of dying from COVID-19. 
 
JCVI have now confirmed that their position is that terminally ill patients will be 
vaccinated in either group 4 or 6. Individuals who are defined as clinically extremely 
vulnerable will have been vaccinated as part of group 4. 
 
JCVI priority group 4 includes all those 70 years of age and over, and clinically 
extremely vulnerable individuals. Group 6 includes all individuals aged 16 years to 
64 years with underlying health conditions which put them at higher risk of serious 
disease and mortality. Group 6 also includes unpaid carers, including all adult carers 
and young carers aged 16 to 18. 
 
Priority groups 4 and 6 are not completely distinct groups as such. In practice, 
delivery to these groups will be a matter of weeks apart. A person can therefore 
move in and out of these two groups with time rather than being static in one group. 
 
We will continue to keep this matter under review. Following the initial 
correspondence with the JCVI, I have written a further letter asking that JCVI also 
continue to do the same, and we are awaiting a response to this. 
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Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what assessment it has made of the levels of scepticism regarding 
vaccine safety or efficacy, and what impact it anticipates this will have on the uptake 
of a COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-33695 

Jeane Freeman: Following extensive research to determine motivations to vaccinate 
we launched a mass communication public health marketing campaign ‘Roll up your 
sleeves’ to promote the roll out of the vaccine programme, on 21st January. The Roll 
Up Your Sleeves campaign will run across TV, radio, outdoor, press, PR and social 
media channels until end March and plans are in place for future phases of the 
activity to support the younger audiences and encourage vaccine uptake. 
 
The campaign will reach a very large (99.1%) of all adults (4.36m) in Scotland who 
will see the advertising a minimum of 20.6 times. The campaign signposts the public 
to a national helpline and to NHS Inform where more further detailed information on 
the vaccine programme is available and is updated regularly. 
 
A vaccine door drop leaflet was sent to all households in Scotland (2.6m) in the first 
week of January to communicate the vaccine programme. As cohort 6 is invited 
forward we have a bespoke unpaid carers campaign planned to reach this audience 
many of whom are unaware of their eligibility for vaccination, launching 15th March. 
The campaign will signpost this audience to an online portal and to the helpline 
where they will answer a series of triage questions to determine eligibility and be 
offered an appointment. 
 
The Scottish Government is working with faith based, third sectors and community 
groups to reach out to more people from deprived communities to increase the 
vaccine uptake. We have also put in place financial and practical support to ensure 
all parts of our community have the knowledge and confidence to participate in this 
vaccination programme and to remove any barriers.  
More information on Covid-19 can also be accessed via the link here: Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) in Scotland | NHS inform. 
 
 
Willie Rennie (North East Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government by what date it expects people with cancer to receive the COVID-19 
vaccine. 
 

S5W-33758  
 
Jeane Freeman: Patients with specific types of cancer are included in Group 4 and 
6 of the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) priority list. To 
date on 11 of March, 163,111 people who are Clinically Extremely Vulnerable (CEV: 
91% of those on the shielding list) have received their first dose. This number 
includes those that are cancer patients. 
 
The vaccination for Group 6 is currently taking place which will include cancer 
patients as well. A person can therefore move in and out of these two groups (Group 

https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/infections-and-poisoning/coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/infections-and-poisoning/coronavirus-covid-19
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4 and Group 6) with time, rather than being static in one group, particularly with 
cancer as the disease may progress with time and their treatment may also change. 
 
The full JCVI priority list is currently: 
 
1. residents in a care home for older adults and their carers  
2. all those 80 years of age and over, and frontline health and social care 
workers  
3. all those 75 years of age and over  
4. all those 70 years of age and over, and clinically extremely vulnerable 
individuals 
5. all those 65 years of age and over  
6. all those 16 years to 64 years with underlying health conditions which put 
them at higher risk of serious disease and mortality  
7. all those 60 years of age and over  
8. all those 55 years of age and over  
9. all those 50 years of age and over 
 
Our intention (supplies permitting) is to have offered first doses to everyone on the 
JCVI priority list by mid-April. Beyond that, again assuming we receive adequate 
supply, we will aim to have offered first doses to the entire adult population by the 
end of July, rather than September as previously anticipated. All of our planning 
across the UK is predicated on supply forecasts from the UK Government. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many (a) NHS and (b) social care staff 
in total will be vaccinated as part of the COVID-19 vaccination programme. 
 

S5W-33908 

Jeane Freeman: Number of vaccines administered is included as part of the 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) data. This includes information on numbers vaccinated in 
JCVI priority groups, and weekly information about vaccine supply. 
 
Local data can be found on Public Health Scotland’s interactive dashboard. Including 
vaccinations by council area, available here. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government for what reason "shared lives" social carers do not qualify 
for the £500 bonus that is being offered to health and social care workers in 
recognition of their response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-34540  
 
Jeane Freeman: We are hugely grateful to the efforts over recent months of the 
many key workers in different sectors across Scotland as they have risen to the 
challenge of responding to the pandemic. Shared Lives carers are eligible for the 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-daily-data-for-scotland/
https://public.tableau.com/profile/phs.covid.19#!/vizhome/COVID-19DailyDashboard_15960160643010/Overview
https://www.opendata.nhs.scot/dataset/covid-19-vaccination-in-scotland/resource/4ec38438-c8b3-4946-9283-ee99f7a86a3b
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payment. We are working through the practical and logistical issues of the payment 
process with stakeholders and will provide further details in due course. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what funding it has provided to each local authority for work to support its COVID-19 
vaccination programme. 
 

S5W-35048  
 
Jeane Freeman: In 2020-21, the Scottish Government has provided £1.7 billion in 
additional funding for NHS Boards and Health and Social Care Partnerships to meet 
COVID-19 related costs, including COVID-19 vaccine delivery. 
 
The COVID-19 vaccination programme is one of the largest and most complex 
logistical exercises undertaken in Scotland and is using a system-wide approach for 
delivery across local authorities, NHS Boards and other key delivery partners. The 
Scottish Government continues to work closely with Local Authorities and Health and 
Social Care Partnerships to identify and confirm total costs of delivery, and will 
ensure that these are fully funded as the roll-out continues. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether third sector staff who are not 
registered with the Care Inspectorate but who are contracted by NHS boards and 
health and social care partnerships to provide care and support to clients will receive 
the £500 payment for health and social care staff. 
 

S5W-35190  
 
Jeane Freeman: We are hugely grateful to the efforts over recent months of the 
many key workers in different sectors across Scotland as they have risen to the 
challenge of responding to the pandemic. In order to be eligible for the £500 
payment, social care providers must be registered with the Care Inspectorate. We 
are currently working with stakeholders for services which are not registered with 
Care Inspectorate, to determine what, if anything, can be done in this instance. 
There are complex logistical and practical issues to work through to establish 
eligibility for staff who work for these organisations. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how GP practices identify high-risk people with asthma. 
 

S5W-35924  
 
Jeane Freeman: GP practices can identify high-risk people with asthma by 
searching their records for patients codified as having asthma alongside other 
factors such as inhaled steroids, courses of oral steroids prescribed, hospital 
admissions, or smoking status. 
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Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its response is to reports that some parents are having 
difficulties and experiencing delays with accessing appropriate treatment pathways 
for children who have been diagnosed with long-COVID. 
 

S5W-35965  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government is aware that there are a small number 
of children experiencing symptoms of Long COVID. The NHS in Scotland is 
delivering care for children with Long COVID, ensuring support is tailored to the 
individual needs of the child through relevant pathways such as for chronic fatigue 
syndrome. 
 
The SIGN clinical guideline on managing the long term effects of COVID-19 gives 
healthcare practitioners evidence based recommendations on how to best support 
children, young people and adults experiencing symptoms of Long COVID. We have 
disseminated the guideline to clinicians across Scotland and actively endorsed its 
use in underpinning delivery of care in NHS Scotland. 
 
We are working closely with people affected by Long COVID, NHS Boards and the 
wider clinical community in Scotland to continue to deepen our understanding of the 
symptoms and impact of the condition, to make sure people can access the services 
currently available and that we make the improvements needed. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it will provide an update on the support it is providing 
the NHS to assist (a) children and young people and (b) all people who have been 
diagnosed with long-COVID. 
 

S5W-35966  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government is aware that there are a small number 
of children experiencing symptoms of Long COVID. The NHS in Scotland is 
delivering care for children with Long COVID, ensuring support is tailored to the 
individual needs of the child through relevant pathways such as for chronic fatigue 
syndrome. 
 
The SIGN clinical guideline on managing the long term effects of COVID-19 gives 
healthcare practitioners evidence based recommendations on how to best support 
children, young people and adults experiencing symptoms of Long COVID. We have 
disseminated the guideline to clinicians across Scotland and actively endorsed its 
use in underpinning delivery of care in NHS Scotland. 
 
We are working closely with people affected by Long COVID, NHS Boards and the 
wider clinical community in Scotland to continue to deepen our understanding of the 
symptoms and impact of the condition, to make sure people can access the services 
currently available and that we make the improvements needed. 
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Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how it is ensuring that all (a) parts of the NHS and (b) medical 
specialisms are aware of the (i) symptoms of long COVID in and (ii) appropriate 
treatment pathways for (A) children and young people and (B) all people. 
 

S5W-35968  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government is aware that there are a small number 
of children experiencing symptoms of Long COVID. The NHS in Scotland is 
delivering care for children with Long COVID, ensuring support is tailored to the 
individual needs of the child through relevant pathways. 
 
The SIGN clinical guideline on managing the long term effects of COVID-19 gives 
healthcare practitioners evidence based recommendations on how to best support 
children, young people and adults experiencing symptoms of Long COVID. We have 
disseminated the guideline to clinicians across Scotland and actively endorsed its 
use in underpinning delivery of care in NHS Scotland. 
 
We are working closely with people affected by Long COVID, NHS Boards and the 
wider clinical community in Scotland to continue to deepen our understanding of the 
symptoms and impact of the condition, to make sure people can access the services 
currently available and that we make the improvements needed. 
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will prioritise the 
COVID-19 vaccination of mountain rescue workers. 
 

S5W-36034  
 
Jeane Freeman: We are adhering to the priority list devised by the Joint Committee 
of Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) who have advised an age-based 
programme will capture those with clinical risk factors as the risk of death is very 
strongly linked with age, more so than any other factor. A number of mountain 
rescue workers may fall into the priority risk groups set out by the JCVI based on 
their age and health; and these individuals will receive an invitation to their vaccine 
appointment. 
 
In addition, some mountain rescue workers may be vaccinated as part of cohort 2 - 
frontline health and social care workers – but only when they are assisting other 
emergency services due to pandemic pressures, such as: the Mountain Rescue 
Service assisting Scottish Ambulance Service. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it plans to introduce a COVID-19 vaccine certificate system 
and, if so, how it will ensure that such a scheme does not discriminate against 
people who are unable to receive the vaccine for health reasons. 
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S5W-36091  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government is currently considering the role that a 
vaccination certificate/passport may have. However, this work is still ongoing and a 
final decision has not been reached on whether this will be introduced. 
 
A key factor in the Scottish Government’s decision will be the efficacy of the COVID-
19 vaccines, their impact on transmission and the length of time for which each 
vaccine provides immunity. There is not enough information available yet. 
 
We continue to monitor all developments in relation to COVID-19, including on the 
subject of vaccine certification. We continue to contribute to the World Health 
Organisation Safer Vaccination Programme on vaccine certification. This includes 
consideration of technical details, ethical and equality issues, and privacy standards. 
The outcome of those discussions will guide our work in this area. 
 
A vaccination certificate could play a valuable role but there are various issues to 
work through, not least the significant equalities issues with allowing freedoms only 
to those vaccinated. Work, on a 4 nations basis, has started to scope and develop a 
technical solution to allow secure, authenticated access to Covid vaccination status. 
 
This is to ensure technology is not the limiting factor should the work underway 
indicate it would be appropriate to introduce certification at the right time. 
 
The Scottish Government’s main focus remains on our national vaccine programme 
and ensuring that this is rolled out as quickly and effectively as possible. 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what assessment it has made of the COVID-19 outcomes for 
blood cancer patients who (a) are and (b) are not receiving active treatment, and 
how this is reflected in vaccine priority groups and shielding policy. 
 

S5W-35476  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government is continuing to engage with the Joint 
committee for Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) on the issue of priority vaccines 
for terminally ill patients and those at risk of being immunosuppressed. I have written 
to the JCVI on this matter, and the response provided by JCVI advised that for the 
first phase of the COVID-19 mass vaccination programme, priority should be given to 
protecting those most at risk of dying from COVID-19. 
 
JCVI priority group 4 includes all those 70 years of age and over, and clinically 
extremely vulnerable individuals. Group 6 includes all individuals aged 16 years to 
64 years with underlying health conditions which put them at higher risk of serious 
disease and mortality. Group 6 also includes unpaid carers, including all adult carers 
and young carers aged 16 to 18. 
 
Priority groups 4 and 6 are not completely distinct groups as such. In practice, 
delivery to these groups will be a matter of weeks apart. A person can therefore 
move in and out of these two groups with time rather than being static in one group. 
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Patients’ own clinicians will be best placed to provide specific advice, many will also 
be contacted by their own GP directly who will be able to provide specific clinical 
advice for their circumstances. 
 
We will continue to work with the JCVI to monitor vaccine delivery. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what plans it has to support blood cancer patients in priority 
group 6 for the roll-out of the COVID-19 vaccination programme, who are not being 
actively treated and have been advised by their consultants to shield. 
 

S5W-35477  
 
Jeane Freeman: Patients’ own clinicians will be best placed to provide specific 
advice, many will also be contacted by their own GP directly who will be able to 
provide specific clinical advice for their circumstances. 
 
I have made it clear to all the Health Boards and professionals that individuals who 
are unable to leave their own homes will receive their vaccination at home. 
 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government which COVID-19 vaccine priority group 
people with non-severe asthma are in, and when they will be offered the vaccine. 
 

S5W-35567  
 
Jeane Freeman: At present, individuals who are well controlled on asthma inhalers 
are not eligible in priority group 6 for coronavirus vaccination (phase 1 of the vaccine 
rollout). However, a number of individuals with well controlled asthma may fall into 
the priority groups defined in phase 1 for other reasons, such as age, as phase 1 
follows an age-based programme to capture those with clinical risk factors as the risk 
of death is very strongly linked with age. We expect to give first doses to all 
individuals in phase 1 by mid-April. 
 
Younger individuals with well controlled asthma will be offered the vaccine during 
phase 2 of the vaccine rollout plan, again following an age-based approach starting 
with the oldest adults first and proceeding in the following order: all those aged 40 to 
49 years; all those aged 30 to 39 years; all those aged 18 to 29 years. An age-based 
delivery model will facilitate rapid vaccine deployment. 
 
This is in line with advice from the Joint Committee on Immunisation and Vaccination 
(JCVI). 
 
 
Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many people in managed isolation have tested 
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positive for COVID-19 since their arrival in Scotland, and which variants of COVID-
19 they have tested positive for. 
 

S5W-35615  
 
Jeane Freeman: The information is not currently available. Arrangements for 
managed isolation are procured and managed at a UK Government level for reasons 
of efficiency. The UK Government is therefore the responsible body for this data and 
does not currently publish it in a way that answers the question posed. In the 
absence of any UK publication, Public Health Scotland is considering what it might 
be able to publish in the coming weeks based on available data. This will be 
incorporated in the Public Health Scotland weekly COVID report, and will be pre-
announced in due course. 
 
 
Fulton MacGregor (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish National Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether it will provide an update on how the £500 social 
care payment will be made to those employed as personal care assistants. 
 

S5W-35722  
 
Jeane Freeman: We are currently working with stakeholders to develop the 
guidance and payment process for Personal Assistants. There are complex logistical 
and practical issues to work through and we hope to be able to provide further 
details in due course. 
 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether acupuncturists are allowed to practice under 
the current COVID-19 restrictions and, if not, for what reason they have been offered 
vaccinations as healthcare workers. 
 

S5W-35787  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government follows the Joint Committee on 
Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) Guidance in the planning of vaccine delivery. 
This evidence based guidance advises that the single greatest risk of mortality from 
COVID-19 is increasing age, and that the risk increases exponentially with age. 
 
JCVI priority list represents 99% of the preventable mortality from COVID-19 and 
throughout the delivery of the vaccination programme we will be guided by the 
clinical expertise of the JCVI, the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory 
Agency, and our own senior clinical advisers. Those eligible for vaccination as 
frontline health and social care workers are people who provide care closely and 
regularly to those who are clinically very vulnerable to COVID-19. 
 
NHS Health Boards are responsible for the local delivery of the COVID-19 vaccine. 
As such, Health Boards are responsible for making decisions regarding local delivery 
in line with JCVI guidance. We would expect that vaccinations only be given to those 
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working in businesses and practices that are allowed to operate under current 
restrictions. 
 
Close contact services, which includes Complementary and Alternative Medicines 
Services (CAMS) - and therefore acupuncture - may only operate in level 4 areas, at 
this time, if they fall into a limited number of exemptions - these exemptions are for 
sports massage for professional sportspeople, osteopathy, and chiropractic services 
and "other services and procedures" that are "ancillary to medical, health, or social 
care services". As acupuncture is not included in these exemptions as an essential 
healthcare service at this time, acupuncturists will not be eligible to receive a COVID-
19 vaccine as a priority group unless they come under one of the other cohorts 
through age, or for health reasons. 
 
We expect Health Boards to work within the nationally agreed prioritisation schedule 
to manage the distribution of vaccine supplies, which remain limited at this time. 
Some acupuncturists may have been offered a vaccine if they meet the criteria in 
one of the JCVI priority groups. 
 
 
Jackson Carlaw (Eastwood) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government what consideration it has given to amending its COVID-19 
guidance to exempt people who have a face covering exemption card from wearing 
a face covering when they are required to travel in the same vehicle as a carer, who 
does not reside at the same address, and social distancing cannot be maintained, 
and what its position is on providing exemptions in situations where both people 
have received their (a) first and (b) second dose of a COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-35796  
 
Jeane Freeman: We have produced guidance on car and vehicle sharing during the 
pandemic, which can be found on the Scottish Government website. When car 
sharing, occupants, including the driver, are strongly encouraged to wear a face 
covering provided it does not compromise driver safety in any way. 
 
Currently, there are no exemptions for people who have been vaccinated. We are 
considering the role a vaccination certificate might have. However, it is too soon to 
introduce any form of certification. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government when in-person antenatal classes can resume under its 
revised COVID-19 Strategic Framework. 
 

S5W-35821  
 
Jeane Freeman: Current guidance for delivery of maternity and neonatal services 
throughout the Covid-19 pandemic states that Boards should offer both virtual and 
in-person group antenatal sessions, in protection levels zero to three. Once the 
geographic protection levels have been re-instated, areas designated protection 
level three or below should start to plan to resume in-person antenatal classes, 
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subject to risk assessment and physical distancing, in addition to any virtual group 
sessions currently offered. To ensure that all pregnant women across Scotland have 
access to antenatal information and advice throughout the pandemic, the Scottish 
Government has made available an online antenatal course. The course is free to 
access, provides expectant parents with practical information about pregnancy and 
birth and covers all of the information given in a traditional in-person antenatal class. 
 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government when long-COVID clinics and treatment 
services will be delivered. 
 

S5W-35846  
 
Jeane Freeman: We know from people living with Long COVID that the path to 
recovery can be unpredictable, with symptoms affecting different people in different 
ways that can have an impact on how they want to live their lives. 
 
There are already a range of NHS services in place that are able to support people 
suffering with Long COVID. 
 
This includes GPs and the wider Primary Care team as a key first point of contact, 
and community based rehabilitation services to support people’s recovery through a 
wide range of interventions from occupational therapy, physiotherapy to speech and 
language therapy. 
 
A smaller proportion of people with severe effects may need more specialist 
investigation and advice that is being provided in acute hospital settings. 
 
The Scottish Government has partnered with Chest Heart and Stroke Scotland 
investing over £460,000 to develop its Long COVID Support Service. This has 
enabled Chest Heart and Stroke Scotland’s Nurses and Community Support Teams 
to provide information and advice to people living with Long COVID, thereby helping 
with their recovery. 
 
As we understand more about Long COVID, we will continue to develop and 
enhancing services to provide the multidisciplinary and person-centred support that 
people require. 
 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will outline its plans to publish the 
number of (a) adult and (b) child patients with long-COVID, similar to the data 
published in England. 
 

S5W-35847  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Covid-19 Infection Survey is a UK wide survey which uses 
PCR testing to estimate the number and proportion of people in each of the four 
nations of the UK that would have tested positive for the coronavirus (COVID-19) in 
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the community, regardless of whether they report symptoms. This survey is run by 
the Office for National Statistics (ONS) and the University of Oxford on behalf of the 
Scottish Government. 
 
ONS launched a new Covid-19 Infection Survey question on long COVID, which at 
each monthly visit will ask respondents who previously tested positive for COVID-19 
whether they are still experiencing symptoms, and the extent to which these 
symptoms are impacting on their day-to-day activities. The question also includes an 
expanded list of 21 symptoms, including some pertaining to mental health. 
 
This new question will enable ONS to derive a direct estimate of the prevalence of 
self-reported long COVID for each of the four nations, according to duration and 
severity, as a follow up to the previously published data for England. The provisional 
publication date for this analysis is 1 April. 
 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government given that there are currently multiple 
healthcare databases, whether it will record long-COVID patients in a single 
healthcare database, and by what date this will be completed. 
 

S5W-35848  
 
Jeane Freeman: We recognise the need to better understand the frequency, nature, 
and impact of Long COVID in the Scottish population and we have not ruled out the 
creation of a single healthcare database. 
 
We are working to develop data, which will allow for future analysis of Long COVID 
in the community population in Scotland. This includes discussions with General 
Practice around clinical coding for Long COVID, and working closely with the Office 
for National Statistics to explore the data generated from the COVID-19 Infection 
Survey. 
 
We have also funded nine extensive Scottish-led research projects on Long COVID 
through £2.5 million, which will greatly improve the clinically relevant knowledge 
base on the long-term effects of COVID-19. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government what discussions it has had with island (a) NHS boards, (b) 
local authorities and (c) travel providers, including Loganair, Northlink Ferries and 
Pentland Ferries, regarding the (i) feasibility of and (ii) requirement for COVID-19 
testing at island entry points. 
 

S5W-35230  
 
Paul Wheelhouse: The Minister for Public Health and I met with island MSPs on  
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26 February to discuss the potential for, and implications of, pre-travel testing for our 
islands. 
 
We have to consider testing options alongside the many other layers of protection 
we now have against this virus. In addition to vaccination, there is currently a ban on 
all non-essential travel. Under current 'Stay at Home' guidance, all travel to our 
islands must be avoided, except for essential reasons. 
 
As we return to the levels approach, there will continue to be restrictions on travel for 
those living in high prevalence areas. 
 
However, testing will continue to play a critical role in suppressing COVID-19, and its 
value in spotting cases early to break chains of transmission and prevent new 
outbreaks will only increase as the number of cases drops overall. 
 
Following the successful trials of Community Testing in December, we wrote to all 
NHS Boards and local authorities inviting them to submit proposals for meeting the 
needs of their community through our community testing programme. 
 
We are working with NHS Shetland, NHS Orkney, and their respective local 
authorities to develop their proposals that address the testing requirements of island 
communities. 
 
These proposals are yet to be confirmed but could include additional testing of staff 
travelling to the islands to work with vulnerable people in health and social care, or 
regular asymptomatic testing of some island workplaces to reduce the risks 
associated with visiting staff. 
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