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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Thursday 11 March 2021 
 
Written Questions lodged on 11 March can be found on pages 27 to 29. 
 
First Minister’s Questions and Portfolio Questions on 11 March are included at 
page 26. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 11 March) 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Government Initiated Questions 
 
George Adam (Paisley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide an update on the COVID-19 legislation in place. 
 

S5W-36037 
 

Michael Russell: Amending Regulations were made to the Health Protection 
(Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) Regulations 
2020 today. 
 
These Regulations legislate for the relaxation of restrictions announced by the First 
Minister on Tuesday, 9 March. They amend the Health Protection (Coronavirus) 
(Restrictions and Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 to 
remove a number of restrictions on socialising, sport and exercise in order to provide 
individuals with greater opportunities for social, recreational and sporting activity 
outdoors. These changes come into force on Friday, 12 March. 
 
The Regulations also permit activity for election purposes or to observe an election in 
Level 4 areas from 15 March ahead of the Scottish Parliament Election in May 2021. 
 
The Regulations have been published at 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2021/136/contents/made. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
Willie Coffey (Kilmarnock and Irvine Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government when COVID-19 testing kits will be supplied to standalone 
nurseries. 
 

S5W-35560 
 

Maree Todd: We are currently gathering and verifying data for settings, in conjunction 
with local authority partners, to enable delivery of testing kits to standalone Early 
Learning and Childcare and School-aged Childcare settings as quickly as possible. 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2021/136/contents/made
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We will confirm a delivery schedule with settings following this data collection process 
and receipt of a schedule from our operational partners.  
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government when vocational and practical classes and training such as 
cooking classes will be able to restart under its revised COVID-19 Strategic 
Framework. 
 

S5W-35618 
 

John Swinney: The challenges around completion of coursework and assessment 
for practical subjects are recognised, which is why a limited return of senior phase 
learners and students to progress practical work that cannot be undertaken remotely 
and which is critical to qualification completion was prioritised.  
 
Under the revised Strategic Framework, universities and colleges can continue to 
bring back a small number of students where face-to-face teaching is critical. The vast 
majority of learning will continue to be online, with the number of students on campus 
to be kept as low as possible and no more than 5% at any one time for in-person 
teaching. Any further return to face-to-face teaching in colleges and universities will 
be kept under regular review, with decisions informed by the data on virus prevalence. 
 
The First Minister has confirmed that a phased return to secondary school will begin 
from 15 March. Colleges will be able to prioritise the return of further senior phase 
school pupils studying at college who require in-person provision now in order to 
complete their course.  
 
The Scottish Government remains committed to supporting pupils and students to 
complete their learner journeys and is working closely with all relevant partners to 
provide solutions to challenges in delivering practical learning as a matter of priority. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government when community centres will be allowed to re-open for 
people and groups to use under the revised Strategic Framework. 
 

S5W-35711 
 

John Swinney: Under current lockdown restrictions, the Strategic Framework allows 
for community centres to open where they are required to facilitate the provision of 
essential services such as the co-ordination of food parcels or medical supplies. 
 
It is anticipated that , when the data allows, there will be a return to the full, locally 
differentiated, levels approach that recognises the different levels of prevalence in 
different areas. Whether community centres can fully reopen will be dependent on the 
particular level of the local authority and community centre operators must decide 
whether services are able to operate safely within the guidelines for relevant activities. 
Decisions on whether to open and what services can be provided, as well as how to 
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meet any compliance requirements is the responsibility of the management of a centre 
taken at a local level. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Finance 
 
James Kelly (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it 
will support the recovery of deprived areas from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-35595 
 

Kate Forbes: Fairness is at the heart of the Scottish Governments approach to the 
recovery from Covid-19. The impact on our economy and labour market has been 
significant and we are committed to work towards a better future for our communities 
and businesses. We must ensure that Scotland’s economy continues to attract 
investment and that we continue to nurture talent and opportunity for all including 
access to Fair Work. 
 
Since March 2020 we have committed more than £1.2bn to support economic 
recovery. This is helping us build a stronger, more resilient and sustainable economy 
with a focus on creating new, high quality, green jobs. This includes support to protect 
people and communities impacted by Covid-19 and provided assistance to local 
authorities in consequential funding incorporating: 

• £40 million of flexible funding for local authorities to tackle financial insecurity. 

• £30 million to support people impacted by Covid-19 restrictions and guidance, 
helping ensure access to essentials like food and medicine. 

• A Community and Third Sector Recovery Programme, now backed by £40 
million, supporting our third sector to continue to support people and 
communities in responding to the ongoing impact of the pandemic. 

We know that employability support is pivotal in ensuring Scotland’s economic 
recovery - providing support to those most at risk to the adverse economic, health and 
social impacts of the Covid-19 crisis and delivering on our ambitions for Scotland to 
flourish through increased wellbeing and sustainable and inclusive economic growth. 
We recognise that existing inequalities in the Labour Market may be exacerbated by 
Covid-19 and have committed a further £125m in 2021-22 to: support delivery of the 
Young Persons Guarantee, ensuring every 16-24 year old has the opportunity of work, 
education or training, giving them the chance to succeed despite the economic 
impacts of Covid-19; measures to recruit and retain apprentices, helping modern and 
graduate apprentices who are facing redundancy as a result of Covid-19 get back into 
work; the National Transition Training Fund to fund skills training to allow redundant 
workers or those seeking to retrain and develop skills in new or emerging sectors to 
access funding and courses; and, £20m to provide all-age support to individuals facing 
long-term unemployment. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow ) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether businesses offering mobile phone repairs and other similar businesses are 
eligible for COVID-19 business support funding, and what the reasons are for its 
position on this matter. 
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S5W-35660 
 

Kate Forbes: The Strategic Framework Business Fund offers grants only for 
businesses required to close by law, and grants for those businesses that remain open 
but are specifically required to modify their operations by law. Non-essential retail 
businesses are eligible for a temporary closure grant. Shops that are able to provide 
a permitted collection service under the Regulations are also eligible for a closure 
grant through the Strategic Framework Business Fund. The Regulations specify which 
businesses can provide a permitted collection service. 
 
 
Shona Robison (Dundee City East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will provide a breakdown of the support that it has provided to 
Dundee City Council to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-35739 
 

Ivan McKee: To date, Dundee City Council have been allocated an additional £41.8 
million in direct support, as set out in the following table, to respond to the COVID-19 
pandemic through the Local Government Finance Settlement, over and above their 
regular general revenue grant payments. The Scottish Government also agreed a 
package of financial flexibilities for Scotland's councils that could be worth up to  
£600 million over the next 2 years to provide further assistance in responding to the 
pandemic. 
 

Policy 
Amount 

(£m) 

 Associated with COVID-19 4.308 

 Local Authority Hardship Fund 1.389 

 Scottish Welfare Fund Top-up  0.809 

 Food Fund  1.152 

 Registrars of Death  0.016 

 Council Tax Reduction Scheme - Additional Support  0.900 

 Community Justice CPP Transitional Funding Extra  0.013 

 Extra Environmental Health Officers  0.026 

 Test & Protect - Combined  0.095 

 Winter Plan - Rapid Rehousing Transition Plan  0.175 

 Additional UKG Consequentials  1.361 

 Children and Young People's Mental Health and Emotional 
Issues 

 0.445 

 Business Support Grant Admin  0.279 

 Education Recovery Funding  0.490 

 Additional Education - Teachers  0.732 

 Additional Education - Digital Inclusion  0.311 
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 Additional Education - Home Learning Support Fund  0.304 

 Winter Hardship £100 Payments & Admin  0.560 

 January Free School Meals Provision  0.307 

 Estimated UKG Consequentials - Lost Income Scheme  4.688 

 General Covid Funding  7.206 

 Additional Free School Meals - Dec/Jan Holidays  0.288 

 Additional Funding for Free School Meal Provision up to 26 
February 

 0.254 

 Parental Employability Support Fund Boost  0.153 

 Teacher/Support Staff and Teacher Workforce  1.512 

 Additional Free School Meals - Easter  0.186 

COVID Spring Hardship Payment  0.649 

 Tackling Financial Insecurity over Winter  0.809 

 Increase - Tackling Financial Insecurity over Winter  0.745 

Flexible Fund to Support People Impacted by Protection Level 
Restrictions 

0.834 

Additional Education Recovery Funding 1.714 

Test & Protect Extension 0.066 

Discretionary Fund 1.892 

2020-21 Total 34.668 

2021-22 Non Recurring COVID Consequentials 7.173 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport  
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what action it is taking to counter any misinformation regarding a COVID-
19 vaccine that may reduce uptake. 
 

S5W-33693 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government is working with faith based, third sector 
and community groups to reach out to more people from deprived communities to 
increase the vaccine uptake.  
 
We have put in place financial and practical support to ensure all parts of our 
community have the knowledge and confidence to participate in this vaccination 
programme and to remove any practical barriers.  
 
We have introduced webinars for the social care staff and continue to dispel any 
misinformation regarding Covid-19 through our proactive community engagement.  
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All Covid-19 related information is available in on NHS Inform; in British Sign 
Language (BSL), audio, Easy Read and large print formats.  
 
The translation of Covid-19 related material is available in more than 20 foreign 
languages.  
 
Further work is also underway to ensure we can reach other groups including those 
who are homeless and those who suffer from addiction issues.  
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what assessment it has made of the anticipated uptake of a COVID-19 
vaccine by (a) NHS staff and (b) the public. 
 

S5W-33694 
 

Jeane Freeman: Our planning assumption was based on 80% vaccine take up as set 
out in the Deployment Plan published on the 14th of January 2021. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow ) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether, as part of the COVID-19 vaccination programme, antibody tests will be 
offered to people who are taking immunosuppressant medication for conditions such 
as Crohn’s and colitis in order to confirm the efficacy of the vaccine in such cases. 
 

S5W-33793 
 

Jeane Freeman: At present there are no plans to roll out mass antibody testing, pre 
or post vaccination, to people who are taking immunosuppressant medication for 
conditions such as Crohn’s Disease and Colitis, in order to confirm the efficacy of the 
vaccine. Although the immune correlates of protection are currently unknown, antibody 
tests may be offered for specific clinical reasons and this should be discussed with the 
relevant medical practitioners. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to introduce a COVID-19 
vaccine hotline, and when any such hotline will be available to the public. 
 

S5W-33830 
 

Jeane Freeman: To ensure that everyone has access to information about Covid-19 
Vaccination, we have introduced Covid-19 Hotline here: (0800 030 8013).  
 
The Covid-19 helpline was firstly introduced at start of the programme on  
8 December 2020 and the rebooking service was added on 25 January 2021. 
 
For further general information about the coronavirus vaccine and its delivery is also 
available at NHS Inform 
 

https://www.nhsinform.scot/covid-19-vaccine
https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/infections-and-poisoning/coronavirus-covid-19
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Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish on a daily basis its stock 
level of each COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-34525 
 

Jeane Freeman: Vaccines are procured by the UK Vaccines Taskforce on a  
4 Nations basis.  
 
Supply information is commercially sensitive, and in line with arrangements across the 
4 Nations we now publish information about supply once per week on the Scottish 
Government website here: https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-
daily-data-for-scotland/ 
 
This information shows total cumulative supply allocated to and delivered into Scotland 
each week.  
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish on a daily basis the 
number of (a) care home and (b) care at home residents who have received their 
(i) first and (ii) second dose of COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-34526 
 

Jeane Freeman: Number of vaccines administered is included as part of the 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) data and this includes the numbers of care homes residents 
that have been vaccinated. The publication also includes information on numbers 
vaccinated in the priority groups and weekly information about vaccine supply. 
 
Local data can be found on Public Health Scotland’s interactive dashboard including 
vaccinations by council area. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish on a daily basis the 
number of health and social care staff who have received their (a) first and (b) 
second dose of COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-34527 
 

Jeane Freeman: Number of vaccines administered is included as part of the 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) data. The publication also includes information on numbers 
vaccinated in the priority groups and weekly information about vaccine supply. 
 
Local data can be found on Public Health Scotland’s interactive dashboard including 
vaccinations by council area. 
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-daily-data-for-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-daily-data-for-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-daily-data-for-scotland/
https://public.tableau.com/profile/phs.covid.19#!/vizhome/COVID-19DailyDashboard_15960160643010/Overview
https://www.opendata.nhs.scot/dataset/covid-19-vaccination-in-scotland/resource/4ec38438-c8b3-4946-9283-ee99f7a86a3b
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-daily-data-for-scotland/
https://public.tableau.com/profile/phs.covid.19#!/vizhome/COVID-19DailyDashboard_15960160643010/Overview
https://www.opendata.nhs.scot/dataset/covid-19-vaccination-in-scotland/resource/4ec38438-c8b3-4946-9283-ee99f7a86a3b
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Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government how people will be able to provide proof of their COVID-19 
vaccination status should they be asked to do so. 
 

S5W-35171 
 

Jeane Freeman: We continue to engage in international developments in relation to 
Coronavirus (COVID-19), including on the issue of vaccine certification. 
 
These discussions are led by the World Health Organisation and include consideration 
of technical details, ethical and equality issues, and privacy standards. The outcome 
of those discussions will guide our work in this area. 
 
All vaccinations information is held on an individual’s medical records. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide an update on what plans it has to introduce vaccination cards 
that indicate whether a person has received a COVID-19 vaccination. 
 

S5W-35215 
 

Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-35171 on  
11 March 2021. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-33489 
by Jeane Freeman on 16 December 2020, whether it will provide an update on what 
plans it has to provide certification for people who have been vaccinated against 
COVID-19. 
 

S5W-35285 
 

Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-35171 on  
11 March 2021. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what plans it has to reimburse the travel costs of people who 
are unable to access public transport to attend their COVID-19 vaccination 
appointments. 
 

S5W-35291 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government does not plan to reimburse the travel costs 
of people who are unable to access public transport to attend their COVID-19 
vaccination appointment. We are working with the voluntary and third sector to set up 
a centralised volunteer coordination hub to make good use of the locally offered 
support, and in particular for deployment at mass vaccination clinics and to help people 
who need assistance to access local clinics. 
 
The focus of the national booking system is to ensure that all patients are able to 
attend an appointment as quickly as possible. Every effort has been made to minimise 
travel time where possible, but this may be impacted by individual circumstance such 
as the availability of transport. 
 
Some vaccinations do need to be in larger centres to make use of the Pfizer vaccine 
which comes in bigger batches than AstraZeneca. The national booking line is in place 
for rescheduling appointments if the one offered is inappropriate or the patient is 
unable to attend. Booking line details are provided on every patient appointment letter. 
 
The Scottish Government has emphasised to all Health Board Chief Executives, 
highlighting the importance of resourcing the Covid-19 vaccination service, including 
ensuring individuals contacting them for an appointment are offered alternative options 
for those who are clinically vulnerable and house bound. 
 
I have made it clear in her recent correspondence to all the Health Boards and 
professionals that individuals who are unable to leave their own homes will receive 
their vaccination at home.  
 
All Health Boards have included their housebound patients within their delivery models 
for each priority group, for example we have had confirmation that those aged 80 and 
over living in the community who are housebound have received their vaccination, with 
only small gaps for reasons such as illness or non-consent.  
 
 
Ross Greer (West Scotland) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the statement by the First Minister on 2 February 2021 (Official 
Report, c. 13), whether the sectors covered by the expansion of routine workforce 
COVID-19 testing will include (a) transport and (b) offshore energy production. 
 

S5W-35616 
 

Mairi Gougeon: Asymptomatic testing is a useful tool in our fight against coronavirus 
but it must be used in conjunction with other mitigations. All general and sectoral 
guidance must still be followed even where asymptomatic testing is taking place – 
including 2 metre distancing, hand washing, enhanced hygiene and self isolation of 
close contacts where cases are discovered. 
 
The First Minister set out in parliament on Tuesday 3rd Feb the approach to broadening 
the use of asymptomatic testing in Scotland. We are taking a targeted approach to 
introducing regular routine testing of those without symptoms, focussed on settings 
with higher transmission risks, such as food processing and distribution sites. We will 
provide tests for free until such time as we no longer believe there is a risk within that 
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setting. Targeted community testing is also taking place in geographical areas which 
have high levels of prevalence and this community testing could include significant 
local employers where this is deemed appropriate by the relevant local authorities.  
 
Our testing strategy will continue to be kept under review to ensure that testing 
continues to be used where appropriate to support efforts to suppress the virus. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether older and vulnerable patients at (a) Ayr Hospital and (b) University Hospital 
Crosshouse are receiving the COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-35084 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Chief Medical Officer has issued a letter to all the Health Boards 
on 5 February, which sets out the guidance on how Health Boards should seek to 
vaccinate those within eligible JCVI priority cohorts who are in hospital prior to 
discharge, where that cohort is currently receiving vaccination in the community. We 
expect the guidance to be operationalised and implemented by all hospitals including 
Ayr Hospital and University Hospital Crosshouse. 
 
Care should be taken to check records for previous history of COVID-19 vaccination, 
confirmation of vaccine and steps should be taken to enable a second dose as 
appropriate. These decisions will be made by clinicians, taking into account a range 
of factors as set out above.  
 
Vaccinating people as soon as they enter hospital will not immediately prevent COVID-
19 infection or disease, as it takes 2-3 weeks for an immune response to develop from 
vaccination. 
 
The Chief Medical Officer (CMO) letter can be viewed here: CMO(2021)03 - COVID-
19 vaccination programme: bringing forward priority cohorts (scot.nhs.uk). 
 
 
Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the holding answer to question S5W-34507 by Jeane Freeman on 26 
January 2021, when it will provide a substantive answer, and for what reason it has 
not provided this to date. 
 

S5W-35093 
 

Jeane Freeman: S5W-34507 was answered on 25 February 2021. We are 
experiencing a very high volume of correspondence on the vaccination programme. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions (a) Public Health Scotland, (b) NHS boards and (c) other stakeholders 
have had with accommodation providers to ensure access to the COVID-19 vaccines 
for people who are (i) refugees and (ii) seeking asylum. 
 

https://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/cmo/CMO(2021)03.pdf
https://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/cmo/CMO(2021)03.pdf
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S5W-35139 
 

Mairi Gougeon: The Scottish Government is clear that everyone who is resident in 
Scotland is entitled to access health care. This includes people who are seeking 
asylum. Our goal is to ensure all adults in Scotland are included in this Covid-19 
vaccination programme. We will work with community leaders and frontline services 
to adapt our delivery and communication models to reach as many people as possible.  
 
Public Health Scotland completed a national Health Inequalities Impact Assessment 
(HIIA) of the Flu and COVID-19 vaccination programmes in November 2020, with 
representation from NHS Board and Local Authority Equality Networks. This 
considered potential barriers and solutions for a range of groups, including refugee 
and asylum seekers. This has been built into the communications and delivery plans 
for the programme. The Scottish Government is working with NHS Boards to ensure 
they are supported to draw on the HIIA and related work. 
 
The Scottish Government is also working with faith based, third sector and community 
groups to reach out to more people from deprived communities to increase the vaccine 
uptake.  
 
We have put in place financial and practical support to ensure all parts of our 
community have the knowledge and confidence to participate in this vaccination 
programme and to remove any practical barriers.  
 
The above mentioned steps will ensure that vaccine information is accessible and 
culturally appropriate – and delivered by trusted voices such as community leaders to 
all hard to reach groups including asylum seekers and refugees.  
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow ) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what measures (a) Public Health Scotland, (b) NHS boards and (c) other 
stakeholders are taking to ensure that information promoting the COVID-19 vaccines 
is made available to people who are (i) refugees and (ii) seeking asylum and 
addresses fears caused by misinformation, and in what languages the material 
publishing this information will be produced. 
 

S5W-35140 
 

Mairi Gougeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-35139 on  
11 March 2021. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether people (a) with blood cancer and (b) at risk of being 
immunosuppressed and who were not on the shielding list will be prioritised to receive 
COVID-19 vaccinations. 
 

S5W-35325 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Mairi Gougeon: The Scottish Government has met our mid-February target to offer 
the first dose of the vaccine to everyone over 70 and everyone with an extreme clinical 
vulnerability. Over 1,661,879 people have received the first dose of the COVID-19 
vaccination and 92,550 have received their second dose. We are now working on 
vaccinating priority group 6. 
 
The Scottish Government is continuing to engage with the Joint committee for 
Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) on the issue of priority vaccines for terminally ill 
patients and those at risk of being immunosuppressed. The Cabinet Secretary for 
Health and Sport has written to the JCVI on this matter, and the response provided by 
JCVI advised that for the first phase of the COVID-19 mass vaccination programme, 
priority should be given to protecting those most at risk of dying from COVID-19. 
 
The order of priority is based on estimates of the risk of dying from COVID-19, because 
age is so strongly associated with COVID-19 mortality, modelling indicates that 
offering the vaccine to older age groups first is the optimal strategy. The priority order 
for phase 1 reflects the estimated number of persons that need to be vaccinated to 
save one life, with every life considered precious and of equal value; no additional 
value being placed on anticipated life expectancy, whether long or short. 
 
It is also important to reflect that people can be described as being terminally ill due to 
a very wide variety of medical circumstances or clinical conditions. Many individuals 
who are clinically extremely vulnerable or nearing the end of life will have some degree 
of immunosuppression or be immunocompromised and may not respond as well to 
the COVID-19 vaccine as we would hope. 
 
JCVI have confirmed that their position is that terminally ill patients will be vaccinated 
in either group 4 or 6. Individuals who are defined as clinically extremely vulnerable 
will have been vaccinated as part of group 4. 
 
161,101 people who are clinically extremely vulnerable have now received their first 
dose of the COVID-19 vaccine as of 4 March 2021. This represents around 90% of 
the shielding list. 
 
JCVI priority group 4 includes all those 70 years of age and over, and clinically 
extremely vulnerable individuals. Group 6 includes all individuals aged 16 years to 64 
years with underlying health conditions which put them at higher risk of serious 
disease and mortality. Group 6 also includes unpaid carers, including all adult carers 
and young carers aged 16 to 18. 
 
Priority groups 4 and 6 are not completely distinct groups as such. In practice, delivery 
to these groups will be a matter of weeks apart. A person can therefore move in and 
out of these two groups with time rather than being static in one group. 
 
We will continue to work with the JCVI to monitor vaccine delivery. 
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Pauline McNeill (Glasgow ) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S5W-35154 by Mairi Gougeon on 2 March 2021, 
whether its guidance for COVID-19 vaccinators is publicly available, and what the 
reasons are for its position on this matter. 
 

S5W-35719 
 

Mairi Gougeon: A copy of the guidance at present is not online, but is currently being 
prepared for publication and will be available at: Coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccination 
- gov.scot (www.gov.scot) 
 
The guidance at present has been shared widely across programme and boards. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow ) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S5W-35154 by Mairi Gougeon on 2 March 2021, 
what flexibility COVID-19 vaccinators have regarding the disposal of unused doses 
before they become unsuitable for use, including vaccinating people who attend the 
centres on an unscheduled "walk-in" basis. 
 

S5W-35720 
 

Mairi Gougeon: Guidance has been issued to boards on the correct process for 
managing waste. This was circulated to boards at the end of January. 
 
A contingency plan should be put in place to manage the risk when less vaccine than 
expected is used during a clinic. Examples include maintaining a reserve list to ensure 
vaccine is not wasted (e.g. care home or front line health and social care staff or 
second doses). Ideally this should be from within the same cohort however the JCVI 
has also indicated that there should be some flexibility in including other cohorts 
concurrently. If the remainder of the vaccine is in un-punctured vials, which are still in 
the fridge, consider whether subsequent orders can be reduced. Sites should be 
aware of local arrangements with other immunisation services who would be able to 
utilise the spare vaccine within short notice. 
 
While at this stage there is little known with regard to projected uptake and attendance 
rates, scheduling teams and planners should liaise to monitor this closely in order to 
ensure the pharmacy is supplying an optimal number doses and maximising the use 
of the supply chain. 
 
A copy of the guidance at present is not online, but is currently being prepared for 
publication and will be available at : Coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccination - gov.scot 
(www.gov.scot) 
 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what consideration it is giving to vaccination by occupational risk as part 
of the second phase of its COVID-19 vaccination programme, as referenced in the 
Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation advice on priority groups dated 30 
December 2020. 

https://www.gov.scot/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-vaccination/#statements
https://www.gov.scot/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-vaccination/#statements
https://www.gov.scot/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-vaccination/#statements
https://www.gov.scot/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-vaccination/#statements
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S5W-34916 

 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-35051 on  
11 March 2021. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Joan McAlpine (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether its shielding list includes everyone with a health condition 
recorded on the Joint Committee on Vaccines and Immunisation (JCVI) clinically 
extremely vulnerable list. 
 

S5W-34976 
 

Mairi Gougeon: The Scottish Government follows the Joint Committee on Vaccination 
and Immunisation (JCVI) Guidance in the planning of vaccine delivery and in the 
groups on the shielding list. 
 
People on the shielding list meet the criteria of the clinically extremely vulnerable as 
defined in group 4 of the JCVI. 
 
People on the shielding list are individuals who have a condition that puts them at the 
highest clinical risk of severe illness or mortality from COVID-19. These conditions 
have been identified by the Chief Medical Officers across the UK and can be found 
here. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether it will provide an update on at what stage of the 
vaccine programme roll-out families will be permitted to visit relatives in care homes. 
 

S5W-34982 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government published an update on the Strategic 
Framework which includes information about visiting relatives in care homes. More 
information can be found here: Coronavirus (COVID-19): Strategic Framework update 
- February 2021 - gov.scot (www.gov.scot) 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether the people carrying out the cleaning and 
maintenance of COVID-19 testing centres will be given the same priority as healthcare 
staff for access to vaccinations. 
 

S5W-35009 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-shielding/pages/highest-risk-classification/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-strategic-framework-update-february-2021/pages/summary/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-strategic-framework-update-february-2021/pages/summary/
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Mairi Gougeon: Staff at symptomatic test sites are now included as part of the Joint 
Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation’s (JCVI) criteria cohort 2 and this is being 
communicated via a letter from the Chief Medical Officer which will be issued shortly. 
 
Decisions to prioritise one population group over another are not taken lightly, nor are 
they straightforward. That is why our prioritisation decisions have been, and will 
continue to be, guided by the independent expert advice from the JCVI. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
it is following up with people who do not take up a COVID-19 vaccination appointment. 
 

S5W-35046 
 

Jeane Freeman: We will be issuing a communication to people who do not attend 
their appointment, in the hope that they will take up a new vaccination appointment. 
We have also made it clear on NHS Inform and within the follow-up invite, that should 
people wish to receive a vaccination this can be done by contacting the helpline on 
0800 030 8013, where an appointment can be made on their behalf. 

 
 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government (a) 
how many and (b) what proportion of vaccine doses have been wasted in each (i) 
week of its COVID-19 vaccination programme and (ii) NHS board area. 
 

S5W-35047 
 

Jeane Freeman: We do not hold this information and I would encourage the Member 
to engage with the local Health Boards for it. 
 
To date, our latest management information indicates a wastage rate of around only 
1.8% - well below our planning assumption of 5%, which is a precautionary approach 
for worst case scenarios and in line with global best practice. 
 
Some wastage is unavoidable for a variety of reasons based on the characteristics of 
the vaccine, logistical issues with cold chain supply, storage failure and/or specific 
clinical situations such as a breakout of COVID-19 in a care home. 
 
Nonetheless, any wastage is reviewed to ensure any preventable loss is avoided in 
the future and guidance on avoiding wastage has been issued to health boards across 
the country. 

 
 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what discussions it has had regarding the prioritisation of further groups within its 
COVID-19 vaccination programme, following the vaccination of the Joint Committee 
on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) priority groups. 
 

S5W-35051 
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Jeane Freeman: The Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation 
recommendation continues to be that an age-based approach is the best way to 
address the risk of severe illness and mortality. This simple approach helps us to do 
that as quickly as possible. Calling people forward in age cohorts is operationally very 
simple and this process has already worked well during the earlier stages of the 
programme. This approach will be taken by the 4 Nations across the UK and we will 
continue to vaccinate as quickly as supplies allow. 
 
The JCVI has published its recommendations for vaccination of the remainder of the 
adult population, beyond cohorts 1 to 9. In light of these recommendations, and once 
we have offered vaccination to the main priority groups, we will continue to follow their 
advice by inviting adults under 50 who have not received the vaccine in age cohort. 
These are as follows:  
 

• All those aged 40-49 years 

• All those aged 30-39 years 

• All those aged 18-29 years 
 
This advice by the JCVI is supported by the evidence that the risk of hospitalisation 
and critical care admission with COVID-19 increases with age. Those at highest risk 
of hospitalisation outside of cohorts 1-9 are those aged 40-49 years. 

 
 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many planned COVID-19 vaccination centres are in areas within each Scottish Index 
of Multiple Deprivation (SIMD) quintile. 
 

S5W-35052 
 

Jeane Freeman: Vaccine doses are being allocated to local health boards on an 
equitable basis, recognising the different population share and geography. The list of 
vaccination centres within SIMD quintile is as follows: 
 
SIMD 2020 Quintile Vaccination Centres 
 

1 65 

2 100 

3 153 

4 84 

5 30 

Grand Total 432 

 
We work with Health Boards to ensure that access to vaccinations are equal and that 
no one experiences undue challenges when it is there time to receive the vaccination. 
 

 
Jeremy Balfour (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government which "mild to moderate" learning disabilities people must have 
to be eligible for the COVID-19 vaccination as part of priority group 6, and what 
analysis it has undertaken to determine this. 
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S5W-35487 

 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 

 
 

Brian Whittle (South Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist ): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many episodes of venous thromboembolism (VTE) 
occurred between 1 April 2020 and 1 December 2020, also broken down by how many 
were associated with the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-35488 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether any FFP3 masks that are branded as "Fang Tian" and marked 
as FT-045, and which the Department of Health has advised should be withdrawn due 
to safety concerns, are in use in Scotland. 
 

S5W-35492 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what support is in place for people with autism 
or additional support needs, who may require further assistance when receiving the 
COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-35493 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 

 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what support is being provided during the roll-
out of the COVID-19 vaccination programme to people who are needle-phobic. 
 

S5W-35494 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether people living with HIV will be able to access the COVID-19 
vaccine through their HIV clinic, as is the case in England and Wales. 
 

S5W-35523 
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Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 

 
 

Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what guidance it has produced regarding 
offering hospital patients aged (a) 60 to 69, (b) 70 to 79 and (c) 80 or over a COVID-
19 vaccination prior to discharge, and under what circumstances it (i) must and (ii) 
must not be offered. 
 

S5W-35529 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether significant regional variation in COVID-19 infection 
rates, such as that between the West of Scotland and Lothian, will have a factor on 
the speed and levels at which lockdown is released. 
 

S5W-35545 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Willie Coffey (Kilmarnock and Irvine Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government when it expects to see a significant impact on the COVID-19 
pandemic-induced backlog of elective surgery activity and a return to pre-COVID-19 
levels of hospital waiting times, in light of the recent announcement of a further £60 
million investment in waiting times recovery. 
 

S5W-35558 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government when care home residents will receive their second dose of the 
COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-34792 
 

Jeane Freeman: Care home residents have started to received their second dose. 
Latest progress on second doses for care homes residents (as of 7 March) was 17,467 
vaccinations (58% of residents in older adult care homes and 55% of residents in all 
care homes). 

 
 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many COVID-19 contact tracers are employed by each NHS board, also broken down 
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by how many (a) have been hired out with the NHS, (b) are former or seconded NHS 
employees and (c) have been employed through a contract with an external 
organisation. 
 

S5W-35055 
 

Jeane Freeman: In management information collated on 3 March 2021, a total of 3066 
staff capable of undertaking contact tracing activity, were available for deployment 
across NHS Scotland territorial boards and the National Contact Tracing Centre run 
by National Services Scotland (NSS). A summary of this information, broken down by 
health board, is set out in the following table. The Scottish Government does not hold 
data centrally on the proportion of these staff who are newly recruited or redeployed; 
the recruitment and deployment of staff is a matter for the board. 
 
Scottish Government keep contact tracing capacity under active review, in line with 
modelling undertaken by Public Health Scotland, with all boards required to maintain 
a total national capacity commensurate with demand. Test and Protect has 
successfully operated throughout Autumn and Winter despite the increased volume of 
cases, including during and after the Festive Period. We continue to meet demand 
within the system, deploying around 1000 staff per day as required. 
 
The National Contact Tracing Centre contracted with the private sector to provide staff 
to temporarily augment existing NHS capacity. NSS oversee training and performance 
of staff to ensure quality is maintained. External partners currently account for less 
than 30% of the trained contact tracing workforce and are deployed as required. The 
significant majority of contact tracing staff on any given day are NHS employees. All 
contact tracing in Scotland is, and will remain NHS led. 
 
The current contracts will end this month and there will be a significant reduction in the 
use of the private sector from April now the NHS workforce is established with over 
2000 NHS staff trained and available for deployment. A Framework Agreement has 
been established from April to provide resource on a flexible basis to build resilience 
during peaks in demand for Contact Tracing services. 
 

NHS Board Trained Staff Available 
for Deployment – 
Return of 3 March 

2021 

NHS Ayrshire and Arran 179 

NHS Borders 27 

NHS Dumfries and Galloway 24 

NHS Fife 139 

NHS Forth Valley 148 

NHS Grampian 199 

NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde 236 

NHS Highland 75 

NHS Lanarkshire 145 

NHS Lothian 222 

NHS Orkney 8 
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NHS Shetland 24 

NHS Tayside 62 

NHS Western Isles 7 

NHS National Services Scotland, National Contact 
Tracing Centre (NCTC) 

775 

NCTC External Partners (private contractors) 796 

Total 3066 

 
 

Edward Mountain (Highland and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government (a) how many and (b) what proportion 
of people on the transplant list had received their COVID-19 vaccination by 22 January 
2021, and what impact the change in its prioritisation policy towards this group had. 
 

S5W-35324 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government follows the Joint Committee on 
Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) Guidance in the planning of vaccine delivery. 
This evidence based guidance advises that the single greatest risk of mortality from 
COVID-19 is increasing age, and that the risk increases exponentially with age. 
Additionally the committee considers frontline health and social care workers who 
provide direct care to vulnerable people a high priority for vaccination. 
 
JCVI has provided a definition of clinically vulnerable, which is separate from 
extremely vulnerable, but with some overlap. Under the JCVI definition, solid organ, 
bone marrow and stem cell transplant recipients are considered to be clinically 
vulnerable. 
 
Individuals who are defined as clinically extremely vulnerable will have been 
vaccinated as part of group 4. JCVI priority group 4 includes all those 70 years of age 
and over, and clinically extremely vulnerable individuals. 
 
163,111 people who are Clinically Extremely Vulnerable (91% of the shielding list) 
have received their first dose as of 11 March 2021. 

 
 

Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government when it anticipates people with asthma will be eligible for the COVID-19 
vaccine. 
 

S5W-35345 
 

Jeane Freeman: Some people with asthma will receive the vaccine as part of cohort 
6 on the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) prioritisation list, if 
they require continuous or repeated use of systemic steroids or have had previous 
exacerbations requiring hospital admission. Supplies permitting, we aim to have 
offered first doses to everyone on the JCVI priority list by mid-April. 
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The independent JCVI recommends continuing prioritising people for vaccinations by 
age, as well as certain underlying conditions, as this is assessed to be the best way 
to address the risk of severe illness and mortality. 

 
 

Alexander Stewart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what progress is being made to ensure that 
no vulnerable people are excluded from the COVID-19 vaccine appointments list. 
 

S5W-35429 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government has been very clear from day one that the 
pace and rollout of our national vaccine programme is key to tackling the pandemic 
and we are determined to reach as much of the population, and in order of vulnerability 
based on clinical advice, as fast as the vaccine supply allows us. The health of every 
person living in Scotland is important which is why the Scottish Government is making 
proactive policy decisions to make this programme as inclusive and accessible as 
possible, given the current constrains of supply and social distancing. 
 
The Scottish Government and Public Health Scotland are actively engaging with third 
sector and faith organisations to reach a wide range of people across the community. 
 
In addition, the Scottish Government has undertaken a wide range of campaigns in 
print, online and across media, and in various locations, to try to reach everyone in 
Scotland and inform them of the vaccination campaign. 
 
A full update of the work to ensure an inclusive vaccination programme will be included 
in a future update to all MSPs. 
 
By undertaking these steps we are trying to encourage a high uptake of the vaccine 
and ensure vulnerable people attend their appointment. 
 
If an individual thinks they have been missed from the appointment list, they can call 
the vaccination helpline on 0800 030 8013, or use this link on NHS inform: at NHS 
inform: Missing appointments | The coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccine 
(nhsinform.scot) 

 
 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
priority will be given to university staff in the COVID-19 vaccine roll-out. 
 

S5W-35454 
 

Jeane Freeman: We are adhering to the priority list devised by the Joint Committee 
of Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) who have advised an age-based programme 
will capture those with clinical risk factors as the risk of death is very strongly linked 
with age, more so than any other factor. A number of university staff may fall into the 
priority risk groups set out by the JCVI; these individuals will receive an invitation to 
their vaccine appointment. 

 

https://www.nhsinform.scot/covid-19-vaccine/invitations-and-appointments/missing-appointment-details
https://www.nhsinform.scot/covid-19-vaccine/invitations-and-appointments/missing-appointment-details
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Jeremy Balfour (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government which "mild to moderate" learning disabilities people must have 
to be eligible for the COVID-19 vaccination as part of priority group 6, and what 
analysis it has undertaken to determine this. 
 

S5W-35487 
 

Jeane Freeman: We understand the anxiety around the Joint Committee on 
Vaccination and Immunisation’s (JCVI) criteria of only severe and profound learning 
disabilities being eligible for vaccination during group 6. We have now made the 
decision to include anyone with a learning/intellectual disability in group 6. As learning 
disabilities encompass a wide range of conditions, it is important to be clear that we 
are talking about people with a mild, moderate, severe or profound learning or 
intellectual disability such as fragile X syndrome. This does not include people with 
learning difficulties such as dyslexia or ADHD. 
 
Our straightforward approach of inviting everyone with a mild, moderate, severe or 
profound learning or intellectual disability for vaccination during group 6 will bring 
peace of mind and adds only a small number of people to the current numbers who 
would have otherwise been offered vaccination later. 

 
 

Brian Whittle (South Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist ): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many episodes of venous thromboembolism (VTE) 
occurred between 1 April 2020 and 1 December 2020, also broken down by how many 
were associated with the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-35488 
 

Jeane Freeman: Venous thromboembolism (VTE) is not recorded as a single 
separate diagnosis and represents a range of conditions. VTE is likely to be the 
underlying condition in almost all cases with a recorded diagnosis of pulmonary 
embolism. Some, though not all, cases with the diagnosis ‘phlebitis and 
thrombophlebitis of the lower extremities’ are associated with VTE, particularly where 
the site is the deep veins of the leg. 
 
The number of hospital stays in NHS Scotland with a recorded diagnosis of pulmonary 
embolism or with ‘phlebitis and thrombophlebitis of the lower extremities’ for the time 
period 1 April 2020 to 30 September 2020 are shown in the following table. (Data for 
the period up to December 2020 will be available from 25 May 2021.) It is not possible 
to say how many of these episodes were specifically related to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 
Venous thromboembolism may occur at many sites other than the lower extremities, 
including the portal, renal and cerebral circulations, but these cases are not included 
here. 
 
Table: Number of hospital stays for pulmonary embolism and for ‘phlebitis and 
thrombophlebitis of the lower extremities’* (without mention of pulmonary embolism) 
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in NHS Scotland, 1 April 2020 to 30 September 2020.  
 

 
 

Pulmonary embolism ** Phlebitis and thrombophlebitis 
of the lower extremities, 
without a diagnosis of 
pulmonary embolism * 

Stays 2,821 1,140 

* includes phlebitis and thrombophlebitis of femoral, deep or unspecified vessels of 
the lower extremities (ICD10 I80.1, I80.2, I80.3) 
** based on ICD10 code I26 
 
Source: Public Health Scotland, SMR01 
Extracted: March 2021 

 
 

Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether any FFP3 masks that are branded as "Fang Tian" and marked 
as FT-045, and which the Department of Health has advised should be withdrawn due 
to safety concerns, are in use in Scotland. 
 

S5W-35492 
 

Jeane Freeman: Fang Tian FT-045A FFP3 masks are not used by the public health 
and social care sector in Scotland, and NHS National Services Scotland (NSS) has 
never made purchases of such masks. Likewise no such masks have been purchased 
under the Scottish Government’s third party supplier contract (Lyreco), and there is no 
record of public authorities buying these masks through Scotland Excel.  
 
The Scottish Government does not know about all PPE purchases by private users. 
However we are not aware of any private purchases of FT-045A FFTP3 masks and 
our enquiries with NSS, Scotland Excel and Lyreco lead us to believe that there is 
either no use of these masks in Scotland or that any such use is very limited. The 
Department of Health and Social Care has published guidance on withdrawing these 
masks from use. 

 
 

Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what support is being provided during the roll-
out of the COVID-19 vaccination programme to people who are needle-phobic. 
 

S5W-35494 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Covid-19 vaccine is only available by injection at this point. 
COVID Vaccine is not the only vaccine given by injection as a large number of other 
vaccines are given by injection from childhood onwards. Whatever support and/or 
mechanism the NHS Boards uses for giving other vaccines or medical interventions 
by injection should also be used for COVID-19 vaccine if required. 
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Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-34394 by Jeane 
Freeman on 3 February 2021, what the current wastage rate is of the COVID-19 
vaccine. 
 

S5W-35546 
 

Jeane Freeman: Some wastage is unavoidable for a variety of reasons based on the 
characteristics of the vaccine, logistical issues with cold chain supply, storage failure 
and/or specific clinical situations such as a breakout of COVID-19 in a care home. 
 
To date, our latest management information indicates a wastage rate of around only 
1.8% - well below our planning assumption of 5%, which is a precautionary approach 
for worst case scenarios and in line with global best practice. 
 
Any wastage is reviewed to ensure any preventable loss is avoided in the future. 
 
We will continue to monitor wastage rates and regularly report back. 

 
 
Willie Coffey (Kilmarnock and Irvine Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government when it expects to see a significant impact on the COVID-19 
pandemic-induced backlog of elective surgery activity and a return to pre-COVID-19 
levels of hospital waiting times, in light of the recent announcement of a further £60 
million investment in waiting times recovery. 
 

S5W-35558 
 

Jeane Freeman: In line with our framework for re-mobilising our health services, Re-
mobilise, Recover, Re-design, Health Boards are following national and local clinical 
advice to safely and gradually prioritise the resumption of paused services, while also 
retaining sufficient capacity to respond to COVID-19. 
 
To support elective care during the pandemic we published a Clinical Prioritisation 
Framework for Supporting Elective Care on 16 November 2020 which ensures 
patients have a clear and realistic expectation of when they will receive treatment that 
is clinically appropriate to their individual circumstances. 
 
At present we are in the process of assessing Health Boards’ Local Mobilisation Plans 
which include Boards’ plans for addressing current waiting times levels. We will 
continue to support Health Boards to ensure they can restart services in a safe and 
sustainable way. In that regard, we need to also be mindful of the impact on our health 
and social care staff of over 12 months of significant physical and emotional pressure 
and ensure we pay full attention to the need to provide time for respite and 
decompression for them. 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 
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Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether the number of people permitted to attend weddings 
following the end of the lockdown will be reviewed under the revised COVID-19 
Strategic Framework. 
 

S5W-35569 
 

Ash Denham: The Scottish Government published an update to the strategic 
framework on 23 February 2021. The updated framework sets out our plans and 
conditions for easing restrictions within level 4 before returning to different protection 
levels in different parts of the country from the end of April. 
 
The First Minister said in Parliament that she hoped weddings would be able to take 
place with greater numbers of people in the period after the end of April, but that the 
numbers will likely still be restricted. 
 
We will set out more detail in mid-March on the indicators that will guide our decisions 
on protection levels, as well as on any revision to the content of each level.  
 
The latest evidence and public health advice, including evidence of the impact on 
transmission from the initial phase of school return and vaccination, as well as 
progress on vaccinating more of the priority groups, will inform our next steps.  
 
The Scottish Government recognises the importance of marriage and civil partnership 
to couples and to society more widely, and we appreciate the difficulties caused by the 
restrictions in place. We will continue to keep the restrictions under close review and 
are committed to not keeping the restrictions in place any longer than is absolutely 
necessary.  
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 
Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide an update on the impact that the (a) COVID-19 pandemic and 
(b) public contract with the Ferguson Marine for the Hull 801 has had on the delivery 
of the Ardrossan Harbour upgrade project. 
 

S5W-35507 
 

Paul Wheelhouse: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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First Minister’s Questions selected for answer on 11 March 2021 
 
5. Richard Lyle: To ask the First Minister what the Scottish Government's 
response is to reported concerns expressed by the construction, care and hospitality 
industries that a lack of overseas workers after the COVID-19 pandemic threatens 
economic recovery. ( S5F-04889 ) 
 
6. Jamie Greene: To ask the First Minister what percentage of clinically vulnerable 
people have received at least one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine. ( S5F-04882 ) 
 
Answers to these and other questions can be found here. 
 
 
Portfolio Questions selected for answer on 11 March 2021 
 
Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 
3. Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what the impact might be 
of any reduction in the number of routes served by Edinburgh Airport following the 
lifting of the COVID-19 restrictions. ( S5O-05108 ) 
 
Answers to these and other questions can be found here. 
 

 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04889
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04882
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13191&i=119424
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-05108
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13191&i=119443
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Government initiated questions lodged on 11 March 2021 

S5W-36016 Emma Harper: To ask the Scottish Government whether the NHS will 
continue on the emergency footing that the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport 
announced on 10 September 2020. 
S5W-36035 George Adam: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide 
an update on the independent evaluation of the rapid roll-out of the Near Me video 
consulting service in response to COVID-19. 
S5W-36037 George Adam: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide 
an update on the COVID-19 legislation in place. 
S5W-36042 Clare Adamson: To ask the Scottish Government when it will publish 
its joint plan with COSLA in response to COVID-19 for people with (a) learning 
disabilities and (b) autism. 

Written questions lodged on 11 March 2021 

S5W-35916 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason 
caravan parks were required to close during the first COVI9-19 lockdown, allowing 
patrons to benefit from a fee reduction, and for what reason they are currently being 
advised to remain open, at a cost to owners who cannot use their caravans. 
S5W-35933 Jackson Carlaw: To ask the Scottish Government what consideration it 
has given to the NHS National Services Scotland (NSS) purchasing respirator hoods 
and stealth masks for dentists who are unable to be face fit tested for FFP3 
masks, so that they can continue to undertake aerosol-generating procedures, and 
what assessment it has made of the costs of doing so. 
S5W-35947 Mary Fee: To ask the Scottish Government whether changes to prison 
regimes will be reflected in future revisions of its COVID-19 Strategic Framework. 
S5W-35948 Mary Fee: To ask the Scottish Government whether the re-opening of 
the justice system will be fully reflected in future revisions of its COVID-19 Strategic 
Framework. 
S5W-35957 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason 
the COVID-19 vaccine rollout appears to be demonstrably slower in the City of 
Edinburgh than in other areas. 
S5W-35981 Annie Wells: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking to 
support the cleaning sector during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-35995 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what information it 
has regarding how many businesses have been ineligible for any form of assistance 
from its COVID-19 support schemes. 
S5W-35996 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide a breakdown of what (a) employment and (b) business support schemes in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic it offers, and how much it is allocating to each 
scheme in the 2021-22 Budget. 
S5W-36028 Liam Kerr: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to 
question S5W-35328 by Humza Yousaf on 1 March 2021, what the qualifying criteria 
was for the asymptomatic tests that Scottish Prison Service staff were able to access 
from their NHS boards, and how many asymptomatic tests that were offered under 
the criteria were used by Scottish Prison Service staff.  
S5W-36034 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
will prioritise the COVID-19 vaccination of mountain rescue workers. 
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S5W-36066 Ruth Davidson: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason the 
City of Edinburgh Council area and NHS Lothian’s percentage coverage of the first 
dose of COVID-19 vaccinations are reportedly the lowest of all local authorities and 
NHS boards respectively, and when it expects them to be in line with the national 
average. 
S5W-36079 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to 
support small building and construction firms to access financial support as a result 
of disruption caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-36080 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government whether the current 
restrictions on non-essential construction works inside people’s homes will be eased 
before the week beginning 26 April 2021, and what the reasons are for its position on 
the matter.  
S5W-36091 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government whether it plans to 
introduce a COVID-19 vaccine certificate system and, if so, how it will ensure that 
such a scheme does not discriminate against people who are unable to receive the 
vaccine for health reasons. 
S5W-36093 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government how it is 
supporting universities and colleges to host graduation ceremonies in the summer, in 
light of COVID-19 restrictions. 
S5W-36100 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer 
to question S5W-34268 by Jeane Freeman on 20 January 2021, whether any new 
variants of COVID-19 have been identified in nosocomial infections in Scotland. 
S5W-36102 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the holding 
answer to question S5W-34217 by Jeane Freeman on 20 January 2021, how many 
doses of COVID-19 vaccine, broken down by type, have been allocated to each NHS 
board for each month from December 2020 to May 2021. 
S5W-36120 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government when data on 
suspected suicides using the Police Scotland STORM database will be available; 
whether the data will be published, and whether it will allow for comparison of pre-
and post-COVID-19 trends. 
S5W-36121 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government how many care 
home residents are still to receive the first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine, broken 
down by the reasons they have not received the first dose, and how many of those 
who have not yet received a first dose are expected to receive the vaccine. 
S5W-36122 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what the (a) 
average and (b) longest waiting time has been for callers to the COVID-19 
vaccination helpline and booking service, broken down by week. 
S5W-36123 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
complaints it has received about the COVID-19 vaccination helpline and booking 
service. 
S5W-36146 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government when driving (a) 
lessons and (b) tests for (i) key workers and (ii) students on key worker placements 
will be able to resume under its revised COVID-19 Strategic Framework. 
S5W-36150 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking 
to ensure that people in the NHS Dumfries and Galloway area who are waiting for a 
hip replacement operation are given a date for their surgery, such as the cases that 
have been highlighted in the Dumfries & Galloway Standard. 
S5W-36151 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government what criteria must be 
met for the cross-border transport restrictions that have been put in place in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic to be lifted. 
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S5W-36152 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether its 
COVID-19 guidance for pre-school children mixing in outdoor playgrounds differs 
from that for school children in primary one mixing in outdoor play areas, and what 
the reasons are for its position on this matter. 
S5W-36153 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it 
has made of the IT equipment available to teachers to support remote and blended 
learning. 
S5W-36162 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will fast 
track second vaccine doses for people with cancer, following research by King's 
College London and the Francis Crick Institute suggesting that people with solid-
cancers, and particularly people with blood cancer, have antibodies significantly 
lower than non-cancer patients three weeks after the first dose and that waiting 12 
weeks could leave these people at a higher risk of infection. 
S5W-36163 Mark Griffin: To ask the Scottish Government how many small and 
medium-sized businesses (SMEs) (a) are still to complete their transition to the 
relaunched Scottish Business Pledge and (b) have indicated they will not be 
transitioning. 
S5W-36164 Mark Griffin: To ask the Scottish Government how many small and 
medium-sized businesses (SMEs) have (a)  membership of and (b) transitioned to 
the relaunched Scottish Business Pledge, broken down by (i) public and (ii) private 
sector status.  
S5W-36165 Rhoda Grant: To ask the Scottish Government, what powers it has to 
ensure that the community in East Lochaber and Laggan can acquire the land on the 
site of the former Alcan Estate and the Smelter, which is owned by the GFG Alliance. 
S5W-36166 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government how many people 
have been supported through the National Transition Training Fund. 
S5W-36167 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it 
has made of problem gambling during the COVID-19 pandemic and what measures 
it has taken to prevent and reduce harm. 
S5W-36180 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government what consideration 
it has given to testing school pupils without COVID-19 symptoms, and what its 
reasons are for its position on this matter. 
S5W-36181 David Stewart: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer 
to question S5W-35234 by Mairi Gougeon on 10 March 2021, how many (a) part-
time (b) full-time staff are working on the development of vaccine (i) certificates and 
(ii) passports.  
S5W-36209 Emma Harper: To ask the Scottish Government (a) how many and (b) 
what percentage of (i) households and (ii) business premises have had access to 
superfast broadband in each year since 2014, broken down by local authority. 
S5W-36210 Michelle Ballantyne: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
conduct an investigation into the impact of the COVID-19 lockdown restrictions on 
domestic abuse rates. 
S5W-36211 John Finnie: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has in place 
to prevent damage by irresponsible tourists in the Highlands and Islands when 
COVID-19 restrictions are lifted.  
S5W-36219 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
will provide an update on when the money that is to be allocated to hospices that 
have been impacted financially by the COVID-19 pandemic will be paid, and how 
much has been paid to date, broken down by hospice. 
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
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