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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Wednesday 10 March 2021 
 
Written questions lodged on 10 March can be found on pages 20 and 21. 
 
Portfolio Questions relating to COVID-19 on 10 March are included at page 19. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 10 March) 
 
 

Ministerial Portfolio: Communities and Local Government 
 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-34397 by 
Aileen Campbell on 10 February 2021, whether it will provide an update on how 
many devices have been delivered to (a) older, (b) disabled and (c) socially-isolated 
people, and when it expects to deliver all 5,000 devices. 
 

S5W-35484  
 
Aileen Campbell: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-34398 by 
Aileen Campbell on 5 February 2021, whether it will provide an update on devices 
distributed as part of Phase 2 Round 2. 
 

S5W-35483  
 
Aileen Campbell: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 

Ministerial Portfolio: Constitution, Europe and External Affairs 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the publication of its revised 
COVID-19 Strategic Framework, whether it has considered further reducing 
restrictions in Level 3 areas for island communities that have consistently low cases 
of COVID-19, earlier than outlined. 
 

S5W-35563  
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John Swinney: The Scottish Government regularly reviews the restrictions that are 
in place to ensure they are appropriate, and proportionate, to local circumstances. It 
is anticipated that it will be safe to return to the full local levels approach, including 
levels 0-2 once JCVI priority groups 1-9 have been vaccinated. There is a review of 
the levels system currently underway which will take account of the current situation 
as well as the challenges presented by the new more transmissible variant of the 
virus. Island communities are more susceptible to fluctuations in cases as these can 
have a greater relative effect on health services, for example with health workers 
requiring to self-isolate or limited capacity available at local hospitals. It is vital that 
decisions are driven by the best available data and evidence, and informed by 
clinical advice. There are currently many uncertainties about the effect of minor 
changes on cases numbers as a result of the new variant becoming dominant in 
Scotland, as well as the impact of vaccination on transmission of the virus. 
 

Ministerial Portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 
Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will review the virus transmission mitigation 
measures for public library staff, given that book transfers continue to operate inside 
these premises. 
 

S5W-35690 

Fiona Hyslop: The Safer Workplaces for Public Libraries guidance was developed 
with the input of Public Health Scotland, as well as the public libraries sector and 
trade unions. The guidance is reviewed on a regular basis with the most up-to-date 
advice and with input from the public libraries’ sector. It emphasises the importance 
of undertaking robust and regular risk assessments with full input from trade unions 
or workforce representatives, keeping all risk mitigation measures under regular 
review so that workplaces continue to feel, and be, as safe as possible, as our 
priority remains containing the spread of the virus, saving lives and safeguarding the 
NHS. 
 
It also includes specific guidance on the importance of good hand hygiene and also 
around book quarantining for 72 hours as per Public Health Scotland’s advice 
(https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-public-libraries-
guidance/pages/operational-guide-and-checklist/#hygiene). The amount of infectious 
virus on any contaminated surface is likely to have decreased significantly after this 
time. Evidence on coronavirus transmission due to environmental contamination is 
reviewed as we learn to live with this still relatively new virus. 
 
The guidance further states that under level 4, staff who are able to work from home, 
must do so wherever possible, unless they are essential to support permitted 
services e.g. click and collect and bookable IT services. 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-public-libraries-guidance/pages/operational-guide-and-checklist/#hygiene
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-public-libraries-guidance/pages/operational-guide-and-checklist/#hygiene
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The guidance also includes a compliance self-assessment tool which workplaces are 
encouraged to use: Coronavirus (COVID-19): compliance self-assessment tool - 
gov.scot (www.gov.scot). 
 
Finally, to accompany the revised Strategic Framework announced by the First 
Minister, officials are undertaking an additional full review of this guidance. 
 
 
James Kelly (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
light of the reported increase in retail crime during the COVID-19 pandemic, whether 
it will establish a fund to support retailers seeking to improve their CCTV and security 
systems. 
 

S5W-35597  
 
Jamie Hepburn: The Scottish Government is committed to supporting retailers in 
tackling any form of retail crime. A new criminal offence of assaulting, threatening 
and/or abusing a retail worker is expected to commence at the end of Summer 2021. 
 
Whilst there are currently no plans to establish a fund for improving retailer's CCTV 
and security equipment, the Scottish Government is working in partnership with 
CrimeStoppers, Fearless and the Scottish Grocers Federation on a campaign to 
raise awareness of the issue. The campaign will challenge people to think about how 
they interact with retail workers and encourage retail workers to report criminal 
behaviour to the Police or anonymously through CrimeStoppers or Fearless. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport  
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to consider unpaid carers as priority 
recipients of the COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-34800  
 
Mairi Gougeon: Adult unpaid carers aged under 65 and young carers aged 16 and 
17 will be offered vaccination at the same time as adults with eligible at-risk health 
conditions as part of cohort 6 on the JCVI prioritisation list. Unpaid carers aged 65 
and over will be offered the vaccine sooner as they are included in priority groups 2-
5. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether blind people will be a priority group in the roll-out of its 
COVID-19 vaccination programme, in light of the difficulties they may have with 
social distancing. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-compliance-self-assessment-tool/pages/mitigation-measures/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-compliance-self-assessment-tool/pages/mitigation-measures/
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S5W-35035  

 
Mairi Gougeon: To save lives it is important we continue to follow the Joint 
Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation’s (JCVI) guidance in the planning of 
vaccine delivery. This evidence-based guidance advises that the single greatest risk 
of mortality from COVID-19 is increasing age, and that the risk increases 
exponentially with age. 
 
Decisions to prioritise one population group over another are not taken lightly, nor 
are they straightforward. 
 
People who are blind and partially sighted encompass a wide range of individuals 
with degrees of severity, so it’s important that the vaccine priority list focuses in on 
the specific groups who are at the highest risk. Some of those with a visual 
impairment will fall into the priority groups below, like the clinically vulnerable priority 
group (the 6th category in the list below, under ‘underlying health conditions’), but 
this does depend on each individual’s circumstances. 
 
Some individuals with visual impairment will also be prioritised due to their age and / 
or additional underlying health conditions. 
 
The full JCVI priority list is currently: 
 
•     residents in a care home for older adults and their carers  
•     all those 80 years of age and over, and frontline health and social care workers  
•     all those 75 years of age and over  
•     all those 70 years of age and over, and clinically extremely vulnerable individuals 
•     all those 65 years of age and over  
•     all those 16 years to 64 years with underlying health conditions which put them 
at higher risk of serious disease and mortality  
•     all those 60 years of age and over  
•     all those 55 years of age and over  
•     all those 50 years of age and over 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many people have received their (a) first and (b) second dose of the COVID-19 
vaccine, broken down by (i) ethnicity and (ii) Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation 
(SIMD) quintile. 
 

S5W-35053  
 
Mairi Gougeon: We do not have this level of detail from the current vaccination 
rollout at the moment. We are working closely with Public Health Scotland to 
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evaluate the current data, including take-up of the vaccine by ethnicity and Scottish 
Index of Multiple Deprivation (SIMD) quintile. 
 
The Scottish Government is working with faith based, third sector and community 
groups to reach out to more people to increase the vaccine uptake and to provide as 
much information as possible so that all parts of our community have the knowledge 
and confidence to participate in this programme. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what action is being taken to communicate essential information about the COVID-
19 vaccine to people who have traditionally low engagement with the NHS. 
 

S5W-35057  
 
Mairi Gougeon: We are working to ensure everyone is fully informed regarding 
COVID-19 vaccinations. Our digital and social media campaigns began in January, 
alongside an outdoors advertising campaign and a TV and radio campaign. We have 
translated our Test and Protect door drop information into a wide range of languages 
and accessible formats, to reach out to communities. 
 
The Scottish COVID-19 Vaccination Helpline (0800 030 8013) is now open, to make 
sure that anyone who thinks they are eligible and hasn’t received an invitation/has 
been missed, can arrange an appointment to have one. 
 
The Scottish Government is also working with faith based, third sector and 
community groups to reach out to more people from deprived communities to 
increase the vaccine uptake. This includes BEMIS and Scottish Refugee Council, to 
reach people with no recourse to public funds (NRPF), including both new entrants 
into Scotland and people who have lived and worked in the UK for many years. 
 
The vaccination work builds on the other coronavirus messaging aimed at these 
individuals, which has included highlighting the self-isolation funding available to 
eligible individuals with NRPF. 
 
We have put in place financial and practical support to ensure all parts of our 
community have the knowledge and confidence to participate in this vaccination 
programme and to remove any practical barriers. 
 
We understand that attending large vaccination centres will not be possible for 
everyone and we are working closely with our partners to ensure we are doing all we 
can to support everyone accessing vaccines in the weeks ahead. 
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Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what action is being taken to communicate essential information about the COVID-
19 vaccine to people with no fixed address. 
 

S5W-35058  
 
Mairi Gougeon: We are working to ensure everyone is fully informed regarding 
COVID-19 vaccinations. Our digital and social media campaigns began in January, 
alongside an outdoors advertising campaign and a TV and radio campaign. 
 
The Scottish COVID-19 Vaccination Helpline (0800 030 8013) is now open, to make 
sure that anyone who thinks they are eligible and hasn’t received an invitation / has 
been missed, can arrange an appointment to have one. 
 
The Scottish Government is also working with faith based, third sector and 
community groups to reach out to more people from deprived communities to 
increase the vaccine uptake. This includes BEMIS (Black and Ethnic Minority 
Infrastructure in Scotland) and Scottish Refugee Council, to also reach people with 
no recourse to public funds (NRPF), including both new entrants into Scotland and 
people who have lived and worked in the UK for many years. 
 
The vaccination work builds on the other coronavirus messaging and has included 
highlighting the self-isolation funding available to eligible individuals. 
 
We have put in place financial and practical support to ensure all parts of our 
community have the knowledge and confidence to participate in this vaccination 
programme and to remove any practical barriers. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what action is being taken to support people who have traditionally low engagement 
with the NHS to receive the COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-35060  
 
Mairi Gougeon: Our top priority is to vaccinate as many people as we can as 
quickly as possible, starting with those at the highest clinical risk. 
 
To achieve this, the Scottish Government is working to ensure everyone is fully 
informed and supported on COVID-19 vaccinations to encourage high uptake. Some 
of our actions include: 
 
Our digital and social media campaigns which went live on January 4th, as well as a 
national door drop which arrived with households on the same week. Our outdoors 
campaign began on the 11th of January. 
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Our TV and radio campaigns began on the week starting the 21st of January. 
 
The Scottish COVID-19 Vaccination Helpline (0800 030 8013) was also set up and 
open to make sure those who are called forward for the vaccine can get the 
information they need. 
 
Our marketing and insights work will look at whether we need additional ways to 
promote the protection of being vaccinated to younger age groups. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what action is being taken to support people with no fixed address to receive the 
COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-35061  
 
Mairi Gougeon: We are working to ensure everyone is fully informed regarding 
COVID-19 vaccinations. Our digital and social media campaigns began in January, 
alongside an outdoors advertising campaign and a TV and radio campaign. 
 
The Scottish COVID-19 Vaccination Helpline (0800 030 8013) is now open, to make 
sure that anyone who thinks they are eligible and hasn’t received an invitation/has 
been missed, can arrange an appointment to have one. 
 
The Scottish Government is also working with faith based, third sector and 
community groups to reach out to more people from deprived communities to 
increase the vaccine uptake. This includes BEMIS and Scottish Refugee Council, to 
reach people with no recourse to public funds (NRPF), including both new entrants 
into Scotland and people who have lived and worked in the UK for many years. 
 
The vaccination work builds on the other coronavirus messaging aimed at these 
individuals, which has included highlighting the self-isolation funding available to 
eligible individuals with NRPF. 
 
We have put in place financial and practical support to ensure all parts of our 
community have the knowledge and confidence to participate in this vaccination 
programme and to remove any practical barriers. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when (a) adults with learning disabilities who live in care homes and (b) staff who 
work in care homes for adults with learning disabilities will receive the COVID-19 
vaccine. 
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S5W-35075  
 
Mairi Gougeon: We understand the anxiety around the Joint Committee on 
Vaccination and Immunisation’s (JCVI) criteria of only severe and profound learning 
disabilities being eligible for vaccination during group 6. 
 
(a) We have now made the decision to expand group 6 of the JCVI priority list. This 
now means that anyone with a learning/intellectual disability living in Scotland is 
eligible for vaccination during group 6. This does not include people with learning 
difficulties such as dyslexia or ADHD. 
 
NHS Boards are already aware of this change through our operational vaccination 
groups, however on 24th February the Chief Medical Officer and Chief Nursing 
Officer additionally wrote to NHS Boards Chief Officers and Health And Social Care 
Partnerships highlighting the change and offering the expertise of local learning 
disability nurses in providing reasonable adjustments for the COVID-19 
Immunisation programme. 
 
We have worked with Public Health Scotland in the identification exercise to make 
sure both current and historic records are checked to ensure we capture everyone 
who is eligible. Even for individuals who do not have any contact with their GP, their 
historic diagnosis will have been recorded and they will therefore be invited for 
vaccination. Individuals who require it can also request an alternative venue through 
the national booking portal or helpline (0800 030 8013), and can be accompanied by 
a carer. 
 
(b) The JCVI considers staff in care homes for adults with learning disabilities as part 
of the category of frontline health and social care workers providing direct care to 
vulnerable people. They are a high priority for vaccination, and eligible now, if they 
have not been vaccinated already, as part of group 2. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether all adults over the age of 80 with learning disabilities have received the 
COVID-19 vaccine, and what the reasons are for its position on this matter. 
 

S5W-35076  
 
Mairi Gougeon: Our top priority is to vaccinate as many people as we can as 
quickly as possible, starting with those at the highest clinical risk. 
 
We do not currently have the number of vaccinated adults over the age of 80 with 
learning disabilities; however, we can confirm as of Thursday 4 March 261,709 
people aged 80 or over have received their first dose of the vaccine (97%). 
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We are progressing through the vaccine rollout programme, and if supplies allow, we 
will aim to reach key vaccination targets earlier than previously planned. Our 
intention - supplies permitting - is to have offered first doses to everyone on the Joint 
Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) priority list by mid-April. 
 
 
David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many of its staff are working (a) partly and (b) fully on the 
development of COVID-19 vaccine passports. 
 

S5W-35234  
 
Mairi Gougeon: The Scottish Government is currently considering the role that a 
vaccination certificate/passport may have. However, this work is still ongoing and a 
final decision has not been reached. 
 
A key factor in the Scottish Government’s decision will be the efficacy of the COVID-
19 vaccines, their impact on transmission and the length of time for which each 
vaccine provides immunity. This information is, as yet, unavailable. 
 
We continue to monitor all developments in relation to COVID-19, including on the 
subject of vaccine certification and continue to contribute to the World Health 
Organisation Safer Vaccination Programme on vaccine certification. This includes 
consideration of technical details, ethical and equality issues, and privacy standards. 
The outcome of those discussions will guide our work in this area. 
 
A vaccination certificate could play a valuable role but there are various issues to 
work through, not least the significant equalities issues with allowing freedoms only 
to those vaccinated. Work, on a 4 nations basis, has started to scope and develop a 
technical solution to allow secure, authenticated access to Covid vaccination status. 
This is to ensure technology is not the limiting factor should the work underway 
indicate it would be appropriate to introduce certification at the right time. 
 
A small number of staff in Scottish Government teams including; Covid Ready 
Society, Vaccinations, Community Surveillance, Scottish Government Legal 
Department, and several teams across Scottish Government that manage issues 
relating to the digital environment, have provided input in the work already 
undertaken. 
 
The Scottish Government’s main focus remains on our national vaccine programme 
and ensuring that this is rolled out as quickly and effectively as possible. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government (a) whether and (b) how a person registered as a temporary 
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patient with a GP will be contacted for a COVID-19 vaccination at the appropriate 
time for their risk group. 
 

S5W-35241 

Mairi Gougeon: Vaccinations are taking place differently across Scotland to reflect 
the needs of local communities. NHS Scotland Heath Boards are responsible for the 
local delivery of the COVID-19 vaccine. As such, Health Boards along with GPs are 
responsible for making decisions regarding local delivery in line with the Joint 
Committee for Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) guidance. This includes how 
GPs will deliver vaccines to their temporary patients. 
 
The Coronavirus Vaccination Helpline can be called on: 0800 0308013 (available 
8am to 8pm, 7 days a week) for advice relating to receiving vaccinations in individual 
health boards. 
 
Further general information about the coronavirus vaccine and its delivery is also 
available at NHS Inform. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what priority is being given in the roll-out of its COVID-19 vaccination programme to 
people under the age of 50 who have serious asthma conditions. 
 

S5W-35243  
 
Mairi Gougeon: The Scottish Government follows the Joint Committee on 
Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) Guidance in the planning of vaccine delivery. 
This evidence based guidance advises that the single greatest risk of mortality from 
COVID-19 is increasing age, and that the risk increases exponentially with age. 
Additionally the committee considers frontline health and social care workers who 
provide direct care to vulnerable people a high priority for vaccination. 
 
The JCVI priority lists represents 90% of the preventable mortality from COVID-19 in 
Scotland and throughout the delivery of the vaccination programme we are guided 
by the clinical expertise of the JCVI, the MHRA, and our own senior clinical advisers. 
 
To save lives it is essential that vaccinations are given to the first priority groups as 
set by the JCVI, these being residents in a care home for older adults and their 
carers, people over the age of 80, and frontline health and social care workers. 
 
Our plans will remain flexible and we will continue to adjust these based on the 
guidance provided by JCVI. 
 

https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/infections-and-poisoning/coronavirus-covid-19
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JCVI has provided a definition of clinically vulnerable, which is separate from 
clinically extremely vulnerable, but with some overlap. Under the JCVI definition, 
those with severe asthma are considered to be clinically vulnerable. 
 
Individuals who are defined as clinically extremely vulnerable will have been 
vaccinated as part of group 4. JCVI priority group 4 includes all those 70 years of 
age and over, and clinically extremely vulnerable individuals. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government, in light of any heightened anxiety that they might have, 
what provision is being made to support people with (a) autism and (b) other 
additional support needs in receiving their COVID-19 vaccination. 
 

S5W-35316  
 
Mairi Gougeon: The Scottish Government is working with a wide range of 
stakeholders, including organisations supporting and representing autistic people 
and people with learning disabilities, to ensure that a wide range of resources are 
available to help support autistic people and people with other additional support 
needs when attending for their vaccine. 
 
The Chief Medical Officer and Chief Nursing Officer wrote to Chief Executives, NHS 
Boards Chief Officers, Health And Social Care Partnerships on 25 February offering 
expertise of local learning disability nurses in providing reasonable adjustments for 
the COVID-19 Immunisation programme. 
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an 
update on when key agricultural workers will receive their COVID-19 vaccination 
and, in light of the approach of the lambing and calving seasons, whether it will 
consider bringing the date forward. 
 

S5W-35323  
 
Mairi Gougeon: The Scottish Government follows the Joint Committee on 
Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) Guidance in the planning of vaccine delivery. 
This evidence based guidance advises that the single greatest risk of mortality from 
COVID-19 is increasing age, and that the risk increases exponentially with age. 
Additionally the committee considers frontline health and social care workers who 
provide direct care to vulnerable people a high priority for vaccination. 
 
The JCVI priority list represents 90% of the preventable mortality from COVID-19 in 
Scotland and throughout the delivery of the vaccination programme we will be 
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guided by the clinical expertise of the JCVI, the MHRA, and our own senior clinical 
advisers. 
 
At this stage in the vaccination programme every vaccine given to one of these 
groups would be one less vaccine to an at-risk individual. 
 
To save lives it is essential that vaccinations are given to the first priority groups as 
set by the JCVI, these being residents in a care home for older adults and their 
carers, people over the age of 80, and frontline health and social care workers. 
 
Prioritisation by sector is not being considered for the following reasons; 
• Criticality of service is not an indication for priority vaccination because clinical 
risk is the overriding concern. This is influenced most greatly by age, not occupation. 
• Currently there is no sectoral prioritisation of any workers other than frontline 
health and social care workers. This is because we don’t know enough about if the 
vaccine prevents spread, but it does reduce the harm to those most at risk should 
they catch the virus. 
 
Our plans will remain flexible and we will continue to adjust these based on the 
guidance provided by JCVI. 
 
Brian Whittle (South Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist): To ask the 
Scottish Government what assessment it has made of the impact of COVID-19 on 
the provision of weight management services. 
 

S5W-35612  
 
Mairi Gougeon: We are aware that the pandemic has impacted the delivery of 
weight management services across Scotland. Staff have been redeployed to acute 
COVID-19 response, which has resulted in the pausing of some in-person weight 
management services across Boards over the past year. 
 
Boards are required to report quarterly to the Scottish Government on their progress 
in relation to the Framework for the Prevention, Early Detection and Early 
Intervention of Type 2 Diabetes. This reporting mechanism allows us to assess any 
impact of COVID-19 on weight management services that are integral to Type 2 
Diabetes care. 
 
The provision of weight management services has continued throughout the 
pandemic on digital platforms such as NHS Near Me. Boards are refocusing pre-
COVID services to include digital and technological solutions to improve flexibility of 
care. Further information on Near Me can be found here https://www.nearme.scot/. 
 
Public Health Scotland will publish a national report this year on the core national 
weight management dataset, incorporating data analyses and reflections on COVID-

https://www.nearme.scot/
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19 impact on data collection. This report is expected in May 2021. We will use this 
dataset to assess the weight management services currently offered and the 
outcomes achieved by users. 
 
 
Brian Whittle (South Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist): To ask the 
Scottish Government, in light of the impact of COVID-19 on people diagnosed with 
obesity, what consideration it has given to publishing an updated obesity strategy. 
 

S5W-35613  
 
Mairi Gougeon: We are aware of evidence highlighting the impact obesity can have 
on the severity of COVID-19. We are learning more about the virus and its 
relationship to obesity and health inequalities all the time. This is why addressing 
overweight and obesity remains a public health priority. Our Diet and Healthy Weight 
Delivery Plan outlines our vision of a Scotland where everyone eats well and has a 
healthy weight. 
 
The Delivery Plan acknowledges that deprivation is a contributory factor to levels of 
obesity and overweight in the Scottish population, and sets out actions to be taken 
forward to address this. The pandemic has underlined the importance of this 
approach. 
 
We consider that the actions contained in the Delivery Plan to improve the food 
environment are still the right approach but their timing will require careful 
consideration in light of the pandemic’s impact on society. The administration in 
place after the Scottish Parliamentary election may therefore wish to give this matter 
careful consideration. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many COVID-19 vaccinations each 
fridge can contain. 
 

S5W-33814  
 
Mairi Gougeon: The Scottish Government made early arrangements at the start of 
the vaccine roll out programme with a capacity to store and distribute vaccines at low 
temperature. 
 
The Pfizer vaccine must be stored at a temperature of around -70°C. For this reason, 
stock is held in 23 specialised freezers situated in NHS Board Vaccine Deployment 
Centres in every NHS Board. 
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The size of the freezers varies from 100-litre to 700-litre models so the number of 
doses that can be contained in a single freezer varies considerably. 
 
The vaccines are being packaged in multi dose vials so the storage space required 
is much smaller than the equivalent number of doses of flu vaccines which the NHS 
is used to distributing, on a large scale, every year. 
 
The Scottish Government has bought 23 Ultra low chamber fridges for Pfizer of 
varying sizes. The NHS Scotland have latent fridge and freezer capacity not 
including the ones procured for Covid-19 use. 
 
All NHS health boards manage the storage and delivery of the Covid-19 vaccine 
based on the local needs and geography, the Scottish Government has no visibility 
of the details requested. 
 
There currently are no capacity issues being reported. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many COVID-19 vaccine doses it estimates will be available by the end of each 
of the next five months. 
 

S5W-34056 

Mairi Gougeon: This information is outlined in the published 'COVID-19 Vaccine 
Deployment Plan 2021’: Coronavirus (COVID-19): vaccine deployment plan 2021 - 
gov.scot (www.gov.scot) 
 
We are working to get vaccines to everyone as quickly as we can, and hope to have 
vaccinated all those on the JCVI prioritisation list by the end of spring 2021, but 
these assumptions on delivery are predicated on available supply. Should the pace 
of vaccine approvals increase, or the volume of vaccine being delivered increase, we 
will move swiftly and flexibly to deploy them. 
 
Overall a total of 1,759,750 people have received the first dose of the COVID 
vaccination and 115,930 have received their second dose, as of 7 March 2021. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many COVID-19 vaccinators it plans to recruit. 
 

S5W-34058 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-vaccine-deployment-plan-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-vaccine-deployment-plan-2021/
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Mairi Gougeon: This information is outlined in the published 'COVID-19 Vaccine 
Deployment Plan 2021’: Coronavirus (COVID-19): vaccine deployment plan 2021 - 
gov.scot (www.gov.scot) 
 
Availability of vaccine supply is a key factor in determining the size of the vaccination 
workforce deployed at any given time and we are in ongoing dialogue with Health 
Boards regarding workforce requirements as the programme progresses. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Rural Economy and Tourism 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government when it will allow garden 
centres to reopen, as part of the route map out of lockdown. 
 

S5W-35511  
 
Ben Macpherson: Garden centres can open in any area designated at protection 
level 3 or below and are presently open on some Scottish islands, including Shetland 
and Orkney. For all areas in protection level 4, garden centres are closed but are 
able to operate a permitted collection service and fulfil on-line orders. 
 
I have recently met with the Horticultural Trade Association (HTA) to discuss the 
impacts restrictions are having on this area. The HTA has provided us with their safe 
operating protocol and have briefed us with valuable information which we are taking 
into consideration when making our decisions. 
 
From 5 April it is our hope and expectation that the stay at home restriction will be 
lifted. Also in this phase, we will begin the re-opening of retail. This will start with an 
extension of the definition of essential retail and the removal of restrictions on click-
and collect. 
 
We hope to move back to a levels system from the last week in April with a phased 
but significant re-opening of the economy, including non-essential retail, hospitality 
and services like gyms and hairdressers.  
 
We will set-out in Mid-March the indicators that will guide our decisions on levels as 
well as on any revision to the content of each level and the order in which we expect 
those parts of the economy that have been restricted could start reopening from the 
last week of April. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-vaccine-deployment-plan-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-vaccine-deployment-plan-2021/
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Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 
Graham Simpson (Central Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how (a) much funding has been provided 
through, (b) many applications have been made to and (c) many applicants have 
been granted funding from the Spaces for People scheme. 
 

S5W-35474  
 
Michael Matheson: The total funding allocated through Spaces for People is 
£38,971,108. Ninety seven applications have been made by 35 separate applicants; 
all 35 applicants have received funding for Spaces for People schemes. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government when driving lessons will be allowed to resume under the 
revised COVID-19 strategic framework. 
 

S5W-35517  
 
Michael Matheson: The Strategic Framework Update set out a plan for easing of 
restrictions based on data rather than dates. The Health Protection (Coronavirus) 
(Restrictions and Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 require 
that driving lessons (unless all occupants are members of the same household) 
cease in an area under protection level 4 area (with the exception of lessons carried 
out by bodies with delegated authority from the DVSA). Driving lessons can resume 
when an area moves out of protection level 4. 
 
Dean Lockhart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking to promote (a) 
domestic and (b) international routes from Scottish airports to support the aviation 
industry’s recovery after the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-35553  
 
Michael Matheson: We are working with airports to help rebuild connectivity for 
business and inbound tourism once we are able to safely lift travel restrictions. 
Transport Scotland, working in partnership with VisitScotland and Scottish 
Development International, has a well-established process in place to help 
Scotland’s airports recover routes lost as well as help secure new ones. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government when theory test centres for HGVs and other heavy duty 
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vehicles will be re-opening under the new strategic framework, COVID-19 Scotland’s 
Strategic Framework Update February 2021. 
 

S5W-35562  
 
Michael Matheson: The Strategic Framework Update set out a plan for easing of 
restrictions based on data rather than dates. The Health Protection (Coronavirus) 
(Restrictions and Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 require 
that driving lessons (unless all occupants are members of the same household) and 
driving tests cease in an area under protection level 4 area (with the exception of 
tests carried out by bodies with delegated authority from the DVSA). Tests can 
resume when an area moves out of protection level 4. The detail of the reopening of 
test centres is be a matter for the Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA). 
 
 
Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what information it has regarding how many people in each week 
since 4 January 2021 entered Scotland from abroad (a) directly and (b) via England. 
 

S5W-35525 

Michael Matheson: The following table sets out the information requested based on 
Passenger Locator Form data provided to Public Health Scotland: 
 

Week Direct Indirect 

Commencing Arrivals Arrivals 

04-01-2021 10584 3848 

11-01-2021 4458 2924 

18-01-2021 2697 2449 

25-01-2021 1676 2800 

01-02-2021 1339 3094 

08-02-2021 1908 4313 

15-02-2021 511 1999 

22-02-2021 650 2280 

 
Data from 15th February onwards is considered to be the most reliable due to the 
addition of a flag in the system that robustly identifies direct and indirect travellers. 
 
Prior to 15th February, data was compiled using a manual search of individual 
records. This procedure did not always allow the clear identification of whether a 
route was direct or not. Therefore, the data from before 15th February should be 
treated with caution. 
 
The sum of direct and indirect travellers may not match precisely with the total 
arrivals published by Public Health Scotland in their weekly COVID-19 statistics 
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report. This is because the total arrivals which are published weekly will include 
some records where Public Health Scotland are unable to identify the port of arrival. 
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Portfolio Questions selected for answer on 10 March 2021 

Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform 

7. Fulton MacGregor: To ask the Scottish Government what steps it is taking to 
ensure that Scotland has a green recovery as it moves out of the COVID-19 
pandemic. (S5O-05096) 

Rural Economy and Tourism 

1. Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government what criteria the tourism 
sector must meet to ensure that people's summer holiday bookings will be honoured. 
(S5O-05098) 

2. Liam Kerr: To ask the Scottish Government what action it will take to support the 
tourism sector in response to reports that TUI will reduce its flights to Aberdeen 
airport. (S5O-05099) 

3. Stuart McMillan: To ask the Scottish Government how much financial support in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic has been given to hospitality and tourism 
businesses in Inverclyde. (S5O-05100) 

6. Christine Grahame: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it has had 
with Scottish Borders and Midlothian councils concerning the impacts on tourism in 
their areas as a consequence of the COVID-19 pandemic. (S5O-05103) 

8. Jamie Halcro Johnston: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has for 
the long-term recovery of the tourism sector. (S5O-05105) 

 
Answers to these and other questions can be found here. 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-05096
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-05098
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-05099
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-05100
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-05103
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-05105
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13188&i=119383
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Written questions lodged on 10 March 2021 

S5W-35891 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government when exercise in 
gyms and indoor fitness classes will be able to resume under its revised COVID-19 
Strategic Framework. 
S5W-35892 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government when saunas 
and steam rooms will be allowed to reopen under its revised COVID-19 Strategic 
Framework, and what evidence informed its decision for these to remain closed 
throughout lockdown, in light of different restrictions on them operating in other parts 
of the UK. 
S5W-35938 Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government when free lateral flow 
antigen test kits will be available to all businesses, including those with fewer than 50 
employees. 
S5W-35939 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide a breakdown of the extra £896 million allocated to the health portfolio in its 
budget, due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  
S5W-35944 Mary Fee: To ask the Scottish Government what consideration it has 
given to prioritising the COVID-19 vaccination for people working in prisons. 
S5W-35945 Mary Fee: To ask the Scottish Government when it will allow prison 
visits to resume. 
S5W-35946 Mary Fee: To ask the Scottish Government what support is in place to 
support children and families affected by imprisonment to access a virtual prison 
visit. 
S5W-35949 Mary Fee: To ask the Scottish Government how many people have died 
in custody in prisons since 23 March 2020, and how many of these deaths were 
recorded to be as a result of (a) suicide and (b) COVID-19. 
S5W-35951 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer 
to question S5W-34227 by Mairi Gougeon on 14 January 2021, whether it will 
provide an update on what (a) assessment it has made of the impact of COVID-19 
on the viability of leisure centres and (b)  progress has been made to provide 
financial support to leisure centres. 
S5W-35956 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide an update on how it plans to support (a) Business Improvement Districts 
(BIDs) and (b) Hamilton BID during the economic recovery following the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
S5W-35959 Angus MacDonald: To ask the Scottish Government what 
consideration it gave to all SPFL football clubs that compete below the 
Championship level when the frameworks were finalised for the distribution of grants 
in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, and whether it now plans to provide 
additional support to each club. 
S5W-35960 Angus MacDonald: To ask the Scottish Government what specific 
consideration it gave to all full-time SPFL football clubs that compete below the 
Championship level when the frameworks were finalised for the distribution of grants 
in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, and whether it plans to provide additional 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35891
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35892
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35938
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35939
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35944
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35945
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35946
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35949
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35951
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35956
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35959
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35960
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support to each of these clubs on an equal basis, regardless of the division that they 
play in. 
S5W-35965 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to 
reports that some parents are having difficulties and experiencing delays with 
accessing appropriate treatment pathways for children who have been diagnosed 
with long-COVID. 
S5W-35966 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide 
an update on the support it is providing the NHS to assist (a) children and young 
people and (b) all people who have been diagnosed with long-COVID. 
S5W-35967 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide 
an update on its response to calls for specialist long-COVID clinics to be established 
in each NHS board area. 
S5W-35968 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government how it is ensuring that 
all (a) parts of the NHS and (b) medical specialisms are aware of the (i) symptoms of 
long COVID in and (ii) appropriate treatment pathways for (A) children and young 
people and (B) all people. 
S5W-35970 James Kelly: To ask the Scottish Government whether it has given 
further consideration to ensuring that the fitness and exercise industry will re-open at 
the earliest opportunity as lockdown restrictions ease.  
 
 
 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35965
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35966
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35967
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35968
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35970
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

