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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Tuesday 9 March 2021. 
 
Links to Topical Questions and answers relating to COVID-19 on 9 March are 
included at page 6. 
 
Written questions lodged on 9 March can be found on pages 7 to 9 of this 
document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 9 March) 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 

 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many applications have been made to the Tenant Hardship Loan Fund, and 
how many of these have been unsuccessful. 
 

S5W-35564  
 
Kevin Stewart: As at 1 March 2021 there have been 678 applications to the Tenant 
Hardship Loan Fund. Of these applications 243 have been unsuccessful, against a 
total of 113 successful applications.  
 
5 applications were ineligible for support (three no longer in the property, one for a 
commercial property and one property out-with Scotland. 15 applications were 
withdrawn. The remaining 307 applications are currently being processed.  
 
The loan is one part of a range of measures to help renters who are struggling. We 
want people to access the most appropriate form of financial support and tenants are 
encouraged to seek advice on their circumstances and explore other options which 
may be more sustainable for them such as Housing Benefit or Discretionary Housing 
Payments. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 
Mark Ruskell (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether retail sellers of prams and other essential baby equipment are 



2 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

included in the list of essential retailers under its COVID-19 regulations, and what the 
reasons are for its position on this matter. 
 

S5W-35565  
 
Jamie Hepburn: Only essential retail is able to remain open in an area which is 
categorised as Level 4. Non-essential retail is open in Level 3 areas and below. An 
updated list of Essential retailers came into force on the 26 December in regulations 
that responded to the emergence of a new strain of the virus.  
 
Baby equipment stores are not currently included in the list of essential retail 
however can operate online and as a permitted collection service. 
 
We consider these restrictions essential in response to the emergence of a new 
strain of the virus that we have seen spread much faster in parts of the UK, and to 
minimise longer-term impacts on both public health and our economy. 
 
 
Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what engagement it has had with the UK Government regarding (a) people and (b) 
businesses who have been unable to access (i) the Self Employment Income 
Support Scheme, (ii) the Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme and (iii) other HMRC-
issued financial assistance in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-35638  
 
Fiona Hyslop: Scottish Ministers continue to be concerned about the number of 
people unable to access financial support and have made repeated representations 
to the UK Government about the impact of Covid-19, the gaps in the current support 
measures and the need for continued support going forward. 
 
We welcome the Chancellor’s announcement that the furlough scheme will be 
extended across the UK until end of September and that it will be withdrawn in a 
phased and gradual manner. It is essential the UK Government commits to the 
scheme remaining available to businesses in Scotland as long as restrictions remain 
in place. 
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We have called for the Chancellor to revise the cut-off date for entry to the Job 
retention Scheme, we remain concerned about those workers who cannot benefit 
from the scheme. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Finance 
 
Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will extend the eligibility criteria for the Strategic Framework Business 
Fund to include non-ratepaying businesses across a wider range of circumstances 
than current criteria allow for. 
 

S5W-35639  
 
Kate Forbes: There are no plans to change the eligibility criteria for the Strategic 
Framework Business Fund. The £120m local authority discretionary fund empowers 
local authorities to direct funding to specific groups or sectors within their local 
economies and an important principle of this fund is to support businesses that have 
not received other forms of direct financial support from the Scottish Government 
since. 
 
 
Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will include co-working offices and studio spaces on Level 4 Strategic 
Framework Business Grant eligibility list, in light of the impact on their businesses of 
the instruction to work from home wherever possible that was issued on 4 January 
2021. 
 

S5W-35640  
 
Kate Forbes: There are no plans to change the eligibility criteria for the Strategic 
Framework Business Fund. We have allocated £120 million in discretionary business 
support funding to Local Authorities enabling them to direct funding towards those 
businesses unable to access other sources of financial support. 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 

 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what assessment it has made of the COVID-19 outcomes for 
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blood cancer patients who (a) are and (b) are not receiving active treatment, and 
how this is reflected in vaccine priority groups and shielding policy. 
 

S5W-35476  
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what plans it has to support blood cancer patients in priority 
group 6 for the roll-out of the COVID-19 vaccination programme, who are not being 
actively treated and have been advised by their consultants to shield. 
 

S5W-35477  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Rural Economy and Tourism 
 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government what support it will provide to the owners of fishing vessels that 
are ineligible for the Seafood Producers Resilience Fund because they are recent 
entrants to the sector and cannot demonstrate landings exceeding £20,000 in any 
year since 2017 and at least 50% of their declared overall catch is shellfish. 
 

S5W-35227  
 
Fergus Ewing: The Seafood Producer’s Resilience Fund is a £6.45m fund to 
support those parts of the Scottish Seafood sector where the evidence is strongest 
of hardship as a result of the public health situation, and the impact, in the short 
term, of EU Exit. By supporting these businesses we hope that they will survive, 
adapt to the new, tougher realities of trade outside the EU and participate in a 
sustainable recovery from Covid-19. In order to ensure good value for money it is 
necessary to ensure that the businesses being supported are viable in themselves, 
and to focus our limited funding on those segments where the need for support was 
greatest. 
 
The £20,000 landing criteria is necessary to ensure that businesses are active and 
viable, but we learnt from previous schemes in allowing vessels with extenuating 
circumstances in one year to still benefit. The requirement that half of the declared 
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overall catch was shellfish was to target funding at this segment, which our market 
analysis told us was most severely affected. 
 
Some of those businesses not eligible for funding from the SPRF will be eligible for 
funding from the scheme recently announced by the UK Government, or for other 
forms of funding available through Local Authorities or other agencies. Individuals 
facing hardship should consider contacting the Fishermen’s Mission, who have been 
provided with £300,000 of funding to ensure that they can met increased demand for 
support. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will reopen the Scottish Seafood 
Business Resilience Fund to support seafood processors who are unable to access 
the new Seafood Producers Resilience Fund. 
 

S5W-35499  
 
Fergus Ewing: The Seafood Producer’s Resilience Fund is a £6.45m fund to 
support those parts of the Scottish Seafood sector where the evidence is strongest 
of hardship as a result of the public health situation, and the impact, in the short term 
of EU Exit. By supporting these businesses we hope that they will survive, adapt to 
the new, tougher realities of trade outside the EU and participate in a sustainable 
recovery from Covid-19.  
 
In order to ensure good value for money it is necessary to focus our funding on those 
areas where the need for support is greatest. We recognize, however, that there are 
ongoing challenges for the sector and will continue to consider the challenges to the 
sector and the wider support that may be required. 
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Topical Questions selected for answer on 9 March 2021 
 

1. Sandra White: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it has had with 
Police Scotland regarding the incidents at George Square and Glasgow city centre at 
the weekend, including what safeguards will be put in place to ensure that COVID-19 
restrictions are followed and there is no repeat of such behaviour. (S5T-02697) 
 
Answers to Topical Questions can be found here. 
 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02697
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13184
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Written questions lodged on 9 March 2021 
 
S5W-35796 Jackson Carlaw: To ask the Scottish Government what consideration it 
has given to amending its COVID-19 guidance to exempt people who have a face 
covering exemption card from wearing a face covering when they are required to 
travel in the same vehicle as a carer, who does not reside at the same address, and 
social distancing cannot be maintained, and what its position is on providing 
exemptions in situations where both people have received their (a) first and (b) 
second dose of a COVID-19 vaccine. 
S5W-35838 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government under what 
circumstances care home residents might be required to continue to be kept in 
isolation, and what plans it has to review the COVID-19 guidance regarding this. 
S5W-35839 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government when amateur 
football will be permitted to resume under the revised Strategic Framework. 
S5W-35840 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government what its 
latest guidance is regarding outdoor teaching following the full-time return of primary 
schools. 
S5W-35841 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government what its 
latest guidance is regarding PE teachers who are asked to teach outside all day, 
including in poor weather conditions. 
S5W-35843 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government what educational 
support is available for children with long-COVID, who are too unwell to return to 
school. 
S5W-35844 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government what (a) 
employment protections and (b) financial support is available for parents who are 
unable to work while caring for children who have long-COVID. 
S5W-35845 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
introduce guidance for schools whose pupils require further home learning and a 
slower phased return to school. 
S5W-35846 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government when long-COVID 
clinics and treatment services will be delivered. 
S5W-35847 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
outline its plans to publish the number of (a) adult and (b) child patients with long-
COVID, similar to the data published in England.  
S5W-35848 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government given that there 
are currently multiple healthcare databases, whether it will record long-COVID 
patients in a single healthcare database, and by what date this will be completed. 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35796
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35838
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35839
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35840
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35841
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35843
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35844
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35845
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35846
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35847
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35848
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S5W-35849 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government when the Higher 
Applications of Mathematics course will be introduced, and whether delivery will be 
delayed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-35853 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government when, under its 
revised COVID-19 Strategic Framework, domestic cleaners will be permitted to clean 
homes other than those of vulnerable people, who are unable to clean their own 
homes. 
S5W-35860 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what role the NHS 
Louisa Jordan will play during March and April 2021. 
S5W-35861 Angus MacDonald: To ask the Scottish Government what 
consideration it has given to allowing dancers who have been classed as elite 
performers to resume one-to-one training, in advance of international competitions 
later this year.  
S5W-35862 Angus MacDonald: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of reports 
that supermarkets might be higher-risk workplaces, what consideration it has given 
to allowing supermarkets to sign up for routine testing of staff for COVID-19, 
including the provision of free lateral flow antigen test kits for staff. 
S5W-35864 Gordon Lindhurst: To ask the Scottish Government whether agency 
workers in healthcare settings are being prioritised for a COVID-19 vaccination along 
with NHS employees, and whether it will commit to making the vaccination process 
for agency staff as simple as possible, without an additional administrative burden.  
S5W-35865 Gordon Lindhurst: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide financial support to business owners who are otherwise ineligible for self-
employment support due to having begun trading after March 2020, are ineligible for 
universal credit and have received no business rates-based support due to operating 
as a sole trader on another business ratepayer's premises.  
S5W-35866 Gordon Lindhurst: To ask the Scottish Government what financial 
provision it will make to support businesses that are ineligible for its Self-Employed 
Hardship Fund due to commencing trading prior to 1 October 2018, and whether it 
has considered measures such as backdating eligibility to the beginning of the 2018-
19 financial year. 
S5W-35867 Gordon Lindhurst: To ask the Scottish Government what measures it 
is taking to ensure that correspondence and appointment scheduling for the COVID-
19 vaccination programme is accurate and timeous, and whether it will ensure that 
those who receive an appointment through correspondence that arrives after the 
scheduled appointment will be guaranteed a rescheduled appointment. 
S5W-35868 Gordon Lindhurst: To ask the Scottish Government whether, in line 
with UK Government policy, it will re-classify garden centres and plant nurseries as 
essential retail premises in order to allow them to reopen.  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35849
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35853
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35860
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35861
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35862
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35864
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35865
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35866
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35867
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35868
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S5W-35869 Gordon Lindhurst: To ask the Scottish Government what provision it is 
making to ensure that local authorities and schools are able to provide adequate 
classroom space to facilitate face-to-face teaching for all pupils, in light of physical 
distancing requirements and other related considerations. 
S5W-35872 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
clarify the international travel regulations and guidance for people who have received 
both doses of the COVID-19 vaccine.  
S5W-35874 Jackson Carlaw: To ask the Scottish Government how many requests 
for face covering exemption cards have been received, broken down by local 
authority area, and how many (a) have been approved, (b) have been declined and 
(c) are yet to be processed. 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35869
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35872
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35874
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

