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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Friday 5 March 2021 
 
Written questions lodged on 5 March can be found on page 23 of this 
document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 5 March) 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 
 
Johann Lamont (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many meetings Ministers have had with Glasgow City Council since March 2020 
and whether it will provide details of (a) what was discussed and (b) who was 
present at each meeting. 
 

S5W-35343 

Aileen Campbell: Ministers appreciate the range of challenges and pressures facing 
local government at this time and have been in regular and ongoing dialogue with 
COSLA and individual local authorities including Glasgow City Council since the 
COVID-19 crisis began last March. 
 
Details of 15 Ministerial meetings with Glasgow City Council since March 2020 
including what was discussed and who was present can be found in the following 
table: 
 

Date Minister /Cabinet 
Secretary 

Attendees from 
Glasgow City 

Council 

Discussions 

3 February 2021 Cabinet Secretary 
for Transport, 
Infrastructure and 
Connectivity, Mr 
Matheson 
 
Cabinet Secretary 
for Environment, 
Climate Change 
and Land Reform 
 

Hugh Gillies, 
Roads Department 

Discussions as 
part of Low 
Emission Zones 
and Glasgow 
Airport Access 
project 

21 January 
2021 

Minister for Drugs 
Policy, 
Ms Constance 

Cllrs Susan Aitken, 
Leader of Glasgow 
City Council, Cllr 
Mhairi Hunter and 
Cllr Allan Casey 

Drugs Policy 

14 January 
2021 

Minister for Trade, 
Investment, Public 
Finance and 

Cllr Susan Aitken, 
Leader of Glasgow 
City Council 

Skills led 
recovery 
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Innovation, Mr 
McKee 

 

16 December 
2020 

Minister for Trade, 
Investment, Public 
Finance and 
Innovation, Mr 
McKee 

Cllr Bell 
Cllr Kelly 

Direct investment 

6 December 
2020 

DFM, Mr Swinney Anne Marie 
O’Donnell, Chief 
Executive and 
Susan Aitken 
Leader of Glasgow 
City Council 

COVID-19 Levels 
System 

15 November 
2020 

DFM, Mr Swinney Anne Marie 
O’Donnell, Chief 
Executive and 
Susan Aitken 
Leader of Glasgow 
City Council 

COVID-19 Levels 
System 

27 October 
2020 

DFM Mr John 
Swinney 

Anne Marie 
O’Donnell, Chief 
Executive and 
Susan Aitken 
Leader of Glasgow 
City Council 

COVID-19 Levels 
System 

16 September 
2020 

Cabinet Secretary 
for Economy, Fair 
Work and Culture, 
Ms Hyslop 

Cllr Aitken and Cllr 
McDonald 

Glasgow Life 

27 August 2020 Minister for Local 
Government, 
Housing and 
Planning, Mr 
Stewart 

Cllr Mhairi Hunter, 
Suzanne Miller, 
Interim Chair, 
Glasgow H&SCP 

Homelessness 

24 August 2020 Minister for Local 
Government, 
Housing and 
Planning, Mr 
Stewart 

Cllr Mhairi Hunter, 
Glasgow City 
Council 

Homelessness 

28 July 2020 Minister for Local 
Government, 
Housing and 
Planning, Mr 
Stewart 

Cllr Mhairi Hunter 
Glasgow City 
Council 

Homelessness 

3 July 2020 Cabinet Secretary 
for Local 
Government and 
Communities, Ms 
Campbell 

Cllr Susan Aitken, 
Leader of Glasgow 
City Council 
 

Asylum/Refugees 
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Chris Philp MP, 
Minister for 
Immigration 
Compliance and 
the Courts 

11 June 2020 Cabinet Secretary 
for Local 
Government and 
Communities, Ms 
Campbell 

Cllr Jen Layden Asylum 
Accommodation 
in Glasgow 

11 June 2020 Cabinet Secretary 
for Transport, 
Infrastructure and 
Connectivity, Mr 
Matheson 

George Gillespie, 
Executive Director, 
Neighbourhoods 
and Sustainability 
Eric Stuart, Head 
of Transport 
Services 

Transport issues 
affecting 
Glasgow 

20 May 2020 Cabinet Secretary 
for Local 
Government and 
Communities, Ms 
Campbell 

Cllr Jen Layden Asylum 
Accommodation 
in Glasgow 

 
 
Shona Robison (Dundee City East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what funding has been provided to Business Improvement Districts 
(BIDs) in each local authority area since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-35478 

Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government has provided £1.856 million in direct 
funding to 42 Business Improvement Districts (BIDs) since the start of the COVID-19 
pandemic, which includes funding to all 24 local authority areas that have BIDs. This 
funding helped to address immediate concerns and is enabling BIDs to provide 
continued resilience and focussed support to local businesses and communities. 
 
A breakdown of funding to local authorities is set out in the following table. 
 

Local Authority Total Funding BIDs 

Aberdeen City £265,000.00 Aberdeen Inspired 

Aberdeenshire £39,960.00 
We are Inverurie; Rediscover 
Peterhead 

Argyll & Bute  £97,360.00 
BID4Oban, Dunoon Presents; 
Isle of Bute (developing) 

City of Edinburgh £302,500.00 
Edinburgh's West End; 
Essential Edinburgh 

Clackmannanshire £92,000.00 Alloa First; Clacks First 

Dundee  £20,000.00 Dundee (developing) 
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East Dunbartonshire £49,610.00 
Milngavie My Way; 
Kirkintilloch 

East Lothian £7,700.00 East Lothian Food and Drink 

East Renfrewshire £52,662.50 
All About Barrhead; Giffnock 
Village; I Love Clarkston 

Falkirk £56,500.00 Falkirk Delivers 

Fife £66,550.00 BID St. Andrews; Cupar Digital 

Glasgow City  £107,641.67 
Byres Road & Lanes; My 
Shawlands; Possilpark 
(developing) 

Highland £144,080.00 
Inverness City; Nairn Matters; 
Visit Inverness Loch Ness 

Midlothian  £25,000.00 One Dalkeith (developing) 

Moray £88,462.50 
Embrace Elgin; Moray & 
Speyside 

Nan Eilian Siar £10,000.00 Stornoway (developing) 

Orkney Islands £17,000.00 Kirkwall 

Perth & Kinross £29,500.00 Crieff Succeeds 

Renfrewshire £77,500.00 Paisley First 

Scottish Borders £27,900.00 
Selkirk Means Business; 
Tweed Valley 

Shetland Islands £23,550.00 Living Lerwick 

South Lanarkshire £80,625.00 
Discover Lanark; Hamilton: 
Our Town 

Stirling £108,250.00 
Discover Dunblane; Go Forth 
Stirling 

West Lothian £67,605.00 
Enterprising Bathgate: One 
Linlithgow 

TOTAL £1,856,956.67  

 
 
Shona Robison (Dundee City East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it has supported the third sector and social enterprise sector since 
the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, broken down by the size of organisation in 
receipt of support. 
 

S5W-35479 

Aileen Campbell: In March 2020, I announced a funding package of £350m 
emergency communities fund, comprising 8 funding pots to ensure local authorities, 
community groups, the third sector and social enterprise sector were able to support 
people and communities affected by COVID-19. 
 

• This included the £50m Wellbeing, £25m Third Sector Resilience Fund and 
the £40m Supporting Communities Fund. 

• The £25 million Third Sector Resilience Fund awarded grants totalling over 
1349 awards totalling £22m. 
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• The Supporting Communities Fund awarded a total of over £17m to 373 
community anchor organisations. 

• The Wellbeing Fund 33,449 awards totalling £37m. 

• In response to a demand for a move away from resilience to recovery, a £25 
million Community and Third Sector Recovery Programme (CTSRP) was 
announced in the Programme for Government 2020-21, as part of Scottish 
Government’s £350m emergency response to coronavirus. 

• The £100m Winter Package includes a top of £15m to the CTSRP programme 
(£40m overall). 
 

The CTSRP includes business support and investment to help organisations adapt 
their operations and income generation to increase sustainability. This funding will 
support our third sector to continue to support people and communities in responding 
to the ongoing impact of the pandemic. 
 
Since the start of the pandemic, our support for business and the economy totals 
more than £3 billion, more than a third of total COVID-19 funding. 383,000 business 
support awards have been allocated between March and October 2020, totalling 
£2.3 billion. In addition to the support offered through the Strategic Framework 
Business Fund, in December 2020 we announced a range of sector specific funding 
to help impacted businesses through winter. 
 
This fund is open not only to limited companies, partnerships and sole traders, but 
also to trusts, Scottish charitable incorporated organisations, social enterprises and 
community interest companies provided they meet the eligibility criteria. Local 
authorities are delivering these grants on behalf of Scottish Government, and more 
information can be found on the Scottish Government website. Coronavirus (COVID-
19): Strategic Framework Business Fund - gov.scot (www.gov.scot) 
 
We have increased the Local Authority Discretionary Fund from £30 million to £120 
million. This is designed to empower local authorities to direct additional financial 
support to specific groups or sectors within the business community where they 
consider this to be necessary or justified, based on the distinct characteristics of their 
local economies. 
 
The Scottish Government will continue to engage with, and work with the third 
sector, and social enterprise sector, as we begin to emerge from lockdown, to the 
best, and most appropriate way, to continue to support these sectors. 
 
Whilst a breakdown of organisations who have received support by size is not held 
centrally, we have published analysis on organisations receiving support via the 
Wellbeing Fund and Third Sector Resilience Fund, this can be found at the following 
links:- 

• Wellbeing Fund: analysis of awards - gov.scot (www.gov.scot) 

• Third Sector Resilience Fund (TSRF): analysis of applications and wards - 
gov.scot (www.gov.scot) 

Further analysis of the funding schemes is currently being undertaken and we would 
hope to publish this analysis within the next few months. 
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-strategic-framework-business-fund/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-strategic-framework-business-fund/
http://www.gov.scot/
http://www.gov.scot/
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Johann Lamont (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide details of any meetings it has had with the Leader of Glasgow 
City Council in the last three months, including what was discussed at each meeting. 
 

S5W-35607 

Aileen Campbell: Ministers appreciate the range of challenges and pressures facing 
local government at this time and have been in regular and ongoing dialogue with 
COSLA and individual local authorities including Glasgow City Council since the 
COVID-19 crisis began last March. 
 
Details of meetings with Cabinet Secretaries, Ministers and Susan Aitken, Council 
Leader, Glasgow City Council over the last 3 months are listed below: 
 

Date Cabinet 
Secretary/Minister 

Discussions 

21 January 2021 Minister for Drugs Policy, 
Ms Constance 

Drugs Policy 

14 January 2021 Minister for Trade 
Investment, Public 
Finance and Innovation, 
Mr McKee 

Skills Led Recovery 

6 December 2020 Deputy First Minister, Mr 
Swinney 

COVID-19 Levels 
system 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 
Dean Lockhart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what support (a) Scottish Enterprise and (b) 
Scottish Development International offers to companies to increase their trade via e-
commerce and whether this has been adapted in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 

S5W-35551  
 
Fiona Hyslop: The Covid-19 pandemic has resulted in a shift to online trading, with 
major growth of eMarketplace platforms. Scottish Enterprise and Scottish 
Development International (SDI) have responded by developing and implementing 
dedicated programmes of support for online delivery. 
 
Scottish Enterprise is supporting companies to develop the skills required to utilise 
expanding eMarkets, including development of Digital Marketing and Sales 
Strategies and Cyber Resilience protocols. Scottish Enterprise has also undertaken 
work to re-develop the eCommerce area of its website, to draw attention to the 
support available to companies. 
 
SDI has moved its existing international eCommerce programme online and 
significantly increased the number of workshops and masterclasses delivered, as 
well as extending the range of content covered. In addition to offering expert 1-2-1 
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support from specialists on eCommerce implementation, SDI has also developed 
and published educational guides on accessing 70 online marketplaces throughout 
the world. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on local authorities 
paying different payment percentages for suspended school bus contracts, and what 
action it plans to take on this. 
 

S5W-35520  
 
John Swinney: The provision of school transport is the responsibility of local 
authorities. It is for individual local authorities to decide on the level of support they 
provide to their contractors during the current Covid-19 outbreak. Local authorities 
will take into account current contracting arrangements, the level of financial support 
available to business during this time and the reduction in operating costs due to the 
current demand for school transport services. The Scottish Government’s 
expectation is that local authorities will treat their contractors fairly and for conditions 
for operators to improve as demand for school transport increases due to more 
pupils returning to in-person learning. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
Dean Lockhart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what support it is giving to care homes that 
are seeking to provide indoor visiting for close relatives of residents who are under 
65 and have learning disabilities. 
 

S5W-35312  
 
Jeane Freeman: We understand the distress that this pandemic has caused for 
people living in care homes and their loved ones. Care home staff have worked 
tirelessly throughout the pandemic to support continued contact between residents 
and their loved ones but these restrictions have been hugely challenging for all. 
 
On 24th February 2021, I published new guidance ‘Open with Care’ to support the 
return of indoor visiting and meaningful contact between care home residents and 
their loved ones. This is relevant to all adult care homes, including those for younger 
people with learning disabilities. After a short period to the necessary arrangements 
in place, care homes should now support residents to have up to two designated 
visitors each, with one visit a week for each visitor (or twice for one) from early 
March. This has been made possible by the multiple protections now in place being 
maintained and rigorously sustained. 
 
This is a welcome step forward for all. 
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The guidance has been developed by the Chief Nursing Officer and Chief Medical 
Officer’s Clinical and Professional Advisory group (CPAG) for Social Care in 
consultation with; relatives of care home residents, care home providers, Scottish 
Care, Directors of Public Health, Health and Social Care Partnerships and a range of 
other partners. 
 
A CPAG sub group with representatives of residents and their family members has 
also supported this guidance. Its membership includes Age Scotland, Alzheimer 
Scotland, Care Home Relatives Scotland, National Dementia Carers Action Network 
PAMIS, Scottish Autism and Tide UK. 
 
The Scottish Government has worked with other partners to support care homes in 
introducing these layers of protection through guidance, training, consultation and 
equipment which have included: 

• appropriate and effective infection prevention and control; 

• an extensive testing policy; testing of residents prior to hospital discharge; 
twice weekly PCR testing for staff, tests for visiting professionals and testing 
available for all visitors; and 

• support to source PPE (adequate, available and proper used). 
 
98% of residents in all care homes and 95% of care home staff now been vaccinated 
with first dose. 
 
The Scottish Government will continue working with care home providers, partners 
and relatives to support implementation of the guidance. National and local 
monitoring will take place from the point the guidance is published and support will 
be in place for providers to help them open with care. 
 
In addition to monitoring and oversight the Scottish Government is continuing to 
provide funding for reasonable additional costs incurred as a result of the pandemic, 
including staffing and non-staffing costs associated with facilitating safe visiting in 
care homes. This is in line with the financial support for social care providers 
guidance, published in December 2020. 
 
The Scottish Government will also continue to provide funding and support for the 
provision of personal protective equipment (PPE) (extended to June 2021 and under 
ongoing review) as well as care home testing. 
 
The Scottish Government is also funding a new Action on Rights team within 
Alzheimer Scotland to support implementation of the Open with Care guidance and 
offer emotional and practical support to families and friends of people living in care 
homes. This support is not solely for families and friends of people living with 
dementia – it is for anyone who is needing support. The team will also liaise with 
homes to help facilitate visits where appropriate. Families can call Alzheimer 
Scotland’s free national helpline on 0808 808 3000. 
 
Dedicated advice for care home residents, their friends and relatives is also now 
available on https://www.nhsinform.scot/openwithcare which summarises the new 
guidance and the safeguards to having meaningful contact as safely as possible. 
 

https://www.nhsinform.scot/openwithcare
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Everyone, including visitors, has a responsibility to ensure that visits take place as 
safely as possible by continuing to follow safety advice. Essential visits, where there 
is distress, urgency, assistance with communication or to respond to or prevent 
decline should continue to be supported by all care homes compassionately and 
generously under this guidance. 
 
The updated guidance can be found here: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-adult-care-homes-visiting-
guidance/ 
 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government for what reason it uses symptomatic COVID-19 testing to 
establish the rate of positivity, and what consideration it has given to using data from 
sentinel testing. 
 

S5W-35348  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government currently measures the test positivity 
rate (percent of tests that are positive) by calculating the total number of positive 
PCR tests reported on a particular day divided by the overall number of PCR tests 
reported that day. The positivity rate reflects both symptomatic and asymptomatic 
testing. 
 
An update to Scotland’s Strategic Framework was published on 23 February 2021 
which sets out how we are working to suppress the virus. We have adjusted our 
Levels approach primarily by rebasing the indicators that we use to guide decisions 
on the allocation of levels on those recommended by the WHO’s guidance. We will 
publish a separate analytical paper about indicators and data, and how we propose 
to make use of them ahead of the point at which we believe it is appropriate to begin 
varying levels geographically again. The potential for sentinel testing in Scotland will 
be considered and set out in the forthcoming paper. 
 
 
Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what work it is undertaking to restore face-to-face GP services to the 
same level as before the COVID-19 restrictions. 
 

S5W-35457  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-31293 on 4 
September 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what action it is taking in response to reports that the mental health of 
BAME men has been the most affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-35530  

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-adult-care-homes-visiting-guidance/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-adult-care-homes-visiting-guidance/
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Clare Haughey: We know that the Covid-19 pandemic has had a negative impact on 
many people’s mental health. However, we recognise that the pandemic has had a 
more adverse impact on the mental health of some groups of the population, 
including BAME communities. 
 
That is why our Transition and Recovery Plan commits to considering and 
addressing the impacts on the mental health of minority ethnic groups. Actions 
include establishing an Equality Stakeholder Forum to provide advice on the 
implementation of the Transition and Recovery Plan and wider equalities work within 
mental health policy. 
 
The first meeting of the Equality and Human Rights Forum was held on 26 February 
and we are now engaging with organisations to better understand and respond to the 
minority ethnic-related mental health inequalities that have been exacerbated by the 
Covid-19 outbreak. 
 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what proportion of the £120 million Mental 
Health Recovery and Renewal Fund will be directly invested into specialist CAMHS. 
 

S5W-35557  
 
Clare Haughey: The additional £120 million supports a Recovery & Renewal Fund 
to help deliver the commitments set out in the Mental Health Transition & Recovery 
Plan. Those commitments span different types of need, including the provision of 
specialist child and adolescent mental health services. Funding decisions are 
currently being considered and will be announced in due course. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what provisions have been made for people 
with mobility issues to access COVID-19 vaccination centres (a) nationally and (b) in 
remote and rural areas. 
 

S5W-35127  
 
Mairi Gougeon: Local authorities are working in partnership with health boards to 
provide information on travel to vaccination centres including the provision of 
community transport if appropriate. In remote and rural areas local authorities are 
supporting transportation and in some places mobile vaccination facilities are being 
used to reach people. 
 
We are asking people to attend the appointments they have been allocated if they 
possibly can. We would encourage people to accept that they may not necessarily 
be given an appointment at the centre closest to them, as the principle objective is to 
vaccinate as many people as we possibly can as fast as we can. However, in 
instances where individuals are unable to travel due to a mobility issue, complex 
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medical need or other we would ask them to phone the national Covid Vaccination 
Appointment booking number to book an appointment at a more convenient location. 
 
If the nature of the person’s condition means that they cannot travel at all, Service 
Now should pass that call to the local health board call handlers to arrange a more 
local solution which would be either at their GP Practice or to be vaccinated in their 
own home if they are housebound. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what provision has been made for people 
who do not have access to a car to access COVID-19 vaccination centres (a) 
nationally and (b) in remote and rural areas. 
 

S5W-35128  
Mairi Gougeon: I refer the member to answer S5W-35127 on 5 March 2021. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament's 
website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it has required NHS boards to set a 
maximum distance that people should travel to receive their COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-35129  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I refer the member to answer S5W-35127 on 5 March 2021. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament's 
website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
for what reason it plans to develop a "digital platform to record vaccinations", as 
outlined in its draft Budget, and how it plans to utilise the data collected from the 
platform. 
 

S5W-35135  
 
Mairi Gougeon: The digital platform to record vaccinations has been commissioned 
to NHS NSS. The system will record COVID19 vaccinations and the data will be 
used to inform the decisions of clinicians, organisation of second doses of COVID19 
vaccinations and any other future COVID19 vaccinations. 
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many of the 68 actions 
outlined in the Recovery and redesign: cancer services - action plan announced on 9 
December 2020 to "both redesign cancer services to benefit patients, and increase 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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our services’ overall resilience to future rises in COVID-19 prevalence" have been 
progressed. 
 

S5W-35265  
 
Jeane Freeman: We are progressing all 68 actions included in our action plan, and 
are reporting on the actions on a quarterly basis. As of the end of December 2020, 5 
of the actions are complete. We will continue to build on these 5 actions and 
progress the remaining actions to their completion. 
 
The National Cancer Recovery Group (NCRG) meets fortnightly and oversees the 
progress of the action plan. They provide strategic end to end oversight of cancer 
services, oversees national data and modelling work in relation to cancer recovery 
and advises on patient and public communications. 
 
 
Dean Lockhart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what guidance it has provided to care 
homes and families regarding decision-making regarding (a) visiting, (b) testing and 
(c) vaccinations. 
 

S5W-35311  
 
Jeane Freeman: Care homes have received regular updated guidance from the 
Scottish Government throughout the pandemic and guidance has also been made 
available from Health Protection Scotland. NHS Inform also makes available advice 
that is helpful for families. 
 
When applying guidance, each care home will have its own risk assessment and 
protocol, that take account of individual factors relating to each home. To support 
homes in applying guidance, they also receive advice from local health protection 
and oversight teams, led by the local Director of Public Health, involving key partners 
such as the Care Inspectorate and clinical leads. 
 
We have regularly updated guidance on visiting, most recently on 24 February. This 
is available on the Scottish Government’s website and it includes guidance to assist 
families. In addition, we are hosting a series of workshops to support care homes to 
implement the new approach to the revised visiting guidance. 
 
On 25 November, I updated Parliament on our decision to significantly expand 
testing to include healthcare professionals who attend care homes and designated 
visitors. That statement is available on the Scottish Government’s website. 
 
To support care homes in testing designated visitors, professionals who attend care 
homes, and asymptomatic staff testing, guidance is available on the Scottish 
Government’s website. Workshops have been held to support the implementation of 
LFD testing in care homes. Throughout the pandemic, we have been in regular 
contact with homes in relation to the testing of staff and residents and HPS Guidance 
has been updated accordingly. 
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Care home staff and older residents were a priority for vaccination, being among the 
first to receive a first dose, and guidance and advice have been issued in relation to 
their implementation. Guidance on vaccinations is available on the Scottish 
Government’s website. We have worked with Public Health Scotland in developing 
resources for care homes. In addition, NHS inform provides further practical 
information. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to appoint a COVID-19 
vaccine minister. 
 

S5W-33823  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government do not have any plans to appoint a 
Covid-19 Vaccine Minister. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it has had with the UK 
Government regarding what role the UK Armed Forces will play in the COVID-19 
vaccination programme in Scotland. 
 

S5W-33826  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Armed Forces are supporting planning activity at a national 
and local level. They are helping to ensure that by the time sufficient vaccination 
supplies are in place, we have the facility to deliver around 400,000 doses per week 
by the end of February. 
 
This includes identifying and operationalising vaccine sites before handing them over 
to NHS Scotland staff. 
 
We call on armed forces support as and when it is needed, and are conscious of the 
demands on their time, given the pressures that NHS hospitals in England have 
been under. 
 
Should health boards require additional support, we will consider extending the 
Military Aid to Civil Authorities (MACA) request, depending on individual 
requirements. 
 
All NHS Scotland Health Boards have been offered military support and these 
boards continue to respond effectively to the needs of their communities. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what its policy is regarding frontline NHS 
and social care staff who refuse to be given the COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-33827  
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Jeane Freeman: While the Scottish Government strongly recommends that those 
eligible to receive vaccines should do so, vaccination is not mandatory: individuals 
have a choice as to whether they themselves are vaccinated and whether they 
vaccinate their children. We continue to make every effort to promote and encourage 
vaccinations. It is clear that our view on the importance of vaccination is shared by 
most people in Scotland as we have some of the highest uptake rates in Europe for 
our national programmes. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to introduce a COVID-19 
vaccine passport. 
 

S5W-33828  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government is considering the role of a vaccination 
certificate.  
 
However, it is too soon to introduce any form of certification. We need to know more 
about the efficacy of the vaccines, their impact on transmission and the length of 
immunity before it would be safe to introduce a vaccine certificate. The Scottish 
Government continues to engage in international developments in relation to COVID-
19, including on the subject of vaccine certification. We are contributing to the World 
Health Organisation Safer Vaccination Programme on vaccine certification. This 
includes consideration of technical details, ethical and equality issues, and privacy 
standards. The outcome of those discussions will guide our work in this area, and 
our four nation discussions with the governments of the UK. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has for a public campaign 
regarding the COVID-19 vaccination programme. 
 

S5W-33829  
 
Jeane Freeman: Following extensive research to determine motivations to vaccinate 
we launched a mass communication public health marketing campaign ‘Roll up your 
sleeves’ to promote the roll out of the vaccine programme, on 21st January. The Roll 
Up Your Sleeves campaign will run across TV, radio, outdoor, press, PR and social 
media channels until end March and plans are in place for future phases of the 
activity to support the younger audiences and encourage vaccine uptake. 
 
The campaign will reach a very large (99.1%) of all adults (4.36m) in Scotland who 
will see the advertising a minimum of 20.6 times. The campaign signposts the public 
to a national helpline and to NHS Inform where more further detailed information on 
the vaccine programme is available and is updated regularly. 
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Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether all waves of the COVID-19 
vaccination programme will be completed by Spring 2021. 
 

S5W-33833  
 
Jeane Freeman: Our intention is to have offered first doses to everyone on the JCVI 
priority list by mid-April, supplies permitting. 
 
Beyond that - again assuming we receive adequate supply - we will aim to have 
offered first doses to the entire adult population by the end of July, earlier than the 
planned date of September. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether, once approved, different vaccines 
will be used for different priority groups. 
 

S5W-33835  
 
Jeane Freeman: We follow JCVI guidance on priority including any clinical guidance 
on vaccine use they recommend. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many doses each week it is preparing 
to deliver at the peak of the COVID-19 vaccination programme. 
 

S5W-33837  
 
Jeane Freeman: Scotland’s COVID-19 vaccination programme continues to deliver 
at pace, which is down to the enormous efforts of our vaccination teams. 
 
Just over a third of those eligible for the COVID-19 vaccination in Scotland have now 
received their first dose – that is one and a half million people in the groups which 
were prioritised to address 99 per cent of preventable deaths associated with 
COVID-19 in the United Kingdom. 
 
We continue to vaccinate as fast as possible, supply permitting. We do have the 
capacity and infrastructure in place to deliver 400,000 vaccines per week. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many of the 2,000 vaccinators and 
support staff required for the first phase of the COVID-19 vaccination programme are 
allocated to each NHS board. 
 

S5W-33838  
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Jeane Freeman: Close to 12,200 vaccinators are registered on our national 
Vaccination Management Tool. 
 
Boards are approaching 1,400 support staff headcount available for deployment. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what role GP surgeries will play in the 
COVID-19 vaccination programme. 
 

S5W-33840  
 
Jeane Freeman: We want to vaccinate as many people as quickly as possible and 
are continually working hard to see if distribution can be made faster. Our Chief 
Pharmaceutical Officer wrote on to all GPs and Health Boards explaining in more 
detail the mechanism of supply, ordering and delivery, with suggested solutions at 
local board level that can also assist them.  
 
We are in regular contact with boards to ensure GPs have the most up to date 
information on when supply is available and what our expectations are for them. We 
provide as much detail as we can while rightly allowing our teams to focus on the 
task of delivering the biggest vaccination programme ever seen in Scotland. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what role community pharmacists will play 
in the COVID-19 vaccination programme. 
 

S5W-33841  
 
Jeane Freeman: In the national programme we have the workforce and the 
infrastructure capacity to vaccinate 400,000 people, supply permitting. Vaccination 
will take place in care homes, where needed into people’s own homes, through GP 
surgeries, local vaccination clinics, community pharmacies, mobile vaccination units 
and mass vaccination centres. The locations used will be chosen to maximise the 
number we can vaccinate while making it as accessible and easy as possible for 
people to come to their appointment. 
 
We want to vaccinate as many people as quickly as possible and are continually 
working hard to see if distribution can be made faster. Our Chief Pharmaceutical 
Officer wrote on to all GPs and Health Boards explaining in more detail the 
mechanism of supply, ordering and delivery, with suggested solutions at local board 
level including the local pharmacies that can also assist them. We are in regular 
contact with boards to ensure GPs have the most up to date information on when 
supply is available and what our expectations are for them. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what the wastage rate will be with any 
COVID-19 vaccination programme. 
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S5W-33871  

 
Jeane Freeman: To date, our latest management information indicates a wastage 
rate of around only 1.8% - well below our planning assumption of 5%, which is a 
precautionary approach for worst case scenarios and in line with global best 
practice. 
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what priority will be given to supermarket workers regarding the roll-out of the 
COVID-19 vaccination programme. 
 

S5W-34357  
 
Jeane Freeman: We are thankful to all the supermarket workers across the country 
for their continued hard work to ensure that our communities and individuals have 
access to food supplies especially during these challenging times. 
 
But all decisions to prioritise one population group over another are not taken lightly, 
nor are they straightforward. That is why our prioritisation decisions have been, and 
will continue to be, guided by the independent expert advice from the JCVI, who 
have clearly assessed that age is the greatest risk factor from Covid-19 harm. 
 
We are working to get vaccines to everyone as quickly as we can, and hope to have 
vaccinated all those on the JCVI prioritisation list by the end of spring 2021, vaccine 
supplies permitting. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what plans are in place to promote the 
uptake of the COVID-19 vaccine (a) among harder to reach groups and (b) 
generally. 
 

S5W-34188  
 
Mairi Gougeon: The JCVI group has considered evidence and all factors including 
age, ethnicity occupation and additional vulnerabilities and concluded that rapid 
vaccine deployment is the most important means to maximise public health benefits 
against severe outcomes from COVID-19. 
 
The JCVI also recommends a particular focus through communications and outreach 
on promoting uptake of the vaccination in Phase 2 for those who are in particular 
minority ethnic communities such as ethnic minorities or travellers and for those who 
are obese/morbidly obese, and those experiencing socio-economic deprivation. 
 
The Scottish Government is working with faith based, third sector and community 
groups to reach out to more people from deprived communities to increase the 
vaccine uptake. 
 



18 

We have put in place financial and practical support to ensure all parts of our 
community have the knowledge and confidence to participate in this vaccination 
programme and to remove any practical barriers. 
 
The above mentioned steps will ensure that vaccine information is accessible and 
culturally appropriate – and delivered by trusted voices such as community leaders. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what percentage of people with cystic fibrosis have 
received their first COVID-19 vaccination. 
 

S5W-34998  
 
Mairi Gougeon: We do not have this data readily available. Individuals with cystic 
fibrosis are at higher risk of serious disease and mortality from COVID-19, meaning 
they are in the priority groups for vaccination set out by the Joint Committee on 
Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI). 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has made of the 
accessibility of COVID-19 vaccination centres and whether any such assessments 
will be published. 
 

S5W-35126  
 
Mairi Gougeon: Health boards are responsible for ensuring venues are accessible 
and will make appropriate adjustment to ensure that all vaccination sites are 
accessible to all. Responsibilities are set out in the Equalities Act 2010 and other 
relevant legislation such as the Social Care (Self-Directed Support) Act 2013. 
 
The Scottish Government is working with the voluntary and third sector to set up a 
centralised volunteer coordination hub to make good use of the locally offered 
support and in particular for deployment at mass vaccination clinics and to help 
people who need assistance to access local clinics. 
 
For those who are housebound, there will be domiciliary visits (either by the 
community nursing team attached to the health centre or a community vaccination 
team. 
 
Anyone who has been called forward for a vaccine and who would like additional 
help, should call the Scottish COVID-19 Vaccination Helpline (0800 030 8013). 
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the "digital platform to record vaccinations" that it plans to develop, as 
outlined in its draft Budget, will allow for the deployment of an effective and secure 
health passport system as part of its response to COVID-19. 
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S5W-35136  
 
Mairi Gougeon: We continue to engage in international developments in relation to 
Coronavirus (COVID-19), including on the issue of vaccine certification. 
 
These discussions are led by the World Health Organisation and include 
consideration of technical details, ethical and equality issues, and privacy standards. 
The outcome of those discussions will guide our work in this area. 
 
It is too soon to introduce any form of certification. We need to know more about the 
efficacy of the vaccines, their impact on transmission and the length of immunity 
before it would be safe to introduce a vaccine certificate. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many people who are (a) refugees and (b) seeking asylum are included in each 
COVID-19 vaccination priority group. 
 

S5W-35137  
 
Mairi Gougeon: The Scottish Government is clear that everyone who is resident in 
Scotland is entitled to access health care, this includes people who are seeking 
asylum. Our goal is to ensure all adults in Scotland are included in this Covid-19 
vaccination programme. We are working with community leaders and frontline 
services to adapt our delivery and communication models to reach as many people 
as possible. Our goal is to ensure all adults in Scotland are included in this Covid-19 
vaccination programme. We do not hold the information you have requested 
centrally. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how it will ensure that all people who are seeking asylum, regardless of immigration 
or asylum support status, will have access to the COVID-19 vaccines. 
 

S5W-35138  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-35137 on 5 
March 2021. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how (a) Public Health Scotland, (b) NHS boards and (c) other stakeholders will 
support people seeking asylum who are experiencing difficulty travelling to or 
accessing COVID-19 vaccination sites. 
 

S5W-35141  
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Mairi Gougeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-35137 on 5 
March 2021. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what guidance has been produced for GPs regarding the disposal or return of 
unused COVID-19 vaccines. 
 

S5W-35174  
 
Mairi Gougeon: We have been clear we expect health boards to minimise wasted 
doses of vaccine, and have provided them with best practice advice on how to 
achieve this. 
 
Some wastage is unavoidable for a variety of reasons based on the characteristics of 
the vaccine, logistical issues with cold chain supply, storage failure and/or specific 
clinical situations such as a breakout of COVID-19 in a care home. 
 
Any wastage is reviewed to ensure any preventable loss is avoided in the future. We 
will continue to monitor wastage rates and regularly report back. 
 
A waste management reporting tool has been established to learn why waste is 
arising so that solutions can be put in place to minimise waste. It will also provide the 
ability to extract data on the number of doses not able to be used for various 
reasons. 
 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what arrangements are in place to address the reported backlog in 
appointments for cervical screening, and whether a priority system is being used in 
scheduling these. 
 

S5W-35672  
 
Mairi Gougeon: The cervical screening programme was paused on 30 March 2020 
due to the impact of Covid and resumed on the 30 June 2020. During July and 
August 2020, participants who receive more frequent screening because of a past 
result and who had not received their invitation or reminder due to the pause in 
screening were prioritised and sent their invitations first. 
 
From September 2020 invitations began being issued for routine appointments. The 
programme continues to face challenges as a direct result of Covid-19. However 
diagnosing and treating cancer early remains a priority. The Scottish Government 
has provided just under £1 million to support capacity in sample-taking and 
colposcopy. This was agreed following extensive consultation with Health Boards 
and primary care. 
 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what advice has been given to GPs and vaccinators regarding how to identify people 
with underlying health conditions who are eligible for a COVID-19 vaccination under 
JCVI priority group 6. 
 

S5W-35367  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many people in each JCVI vaccine prioritisation group are considered to be 
housebound, and what proportion have received their (a) first and (b) second 
COVID-19 vaccination. 
 

S5W-35366  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many people with underlying health conditions are eligible for a COVID-19 
vaccination as part of JCVI priority group 6, and how this compares with their 
eligibility for the annual flu vaccine. 
 

S5W-35365  
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government when it anticipates people with asthma will be eligible for the COVID-19 
vaccine. 
 

S5W-35345  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Edward Mountain (Highland and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government (a) how many and (b) what proportion of 
people on the transplant list had received their COVID-19 vaccination by 22 January 
2021, and what impact the change in its prioritisation policy towards this group had. 
 

S5W-35324  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Rural Economy and Tourism 
 
Clare Adamson (Motherwell and Wishaw) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what allowances can be made for garden centres and other 
horticultural businesses to prepare for sowing seasonal bedding plants now, in 
advance of being able to reopen to the public once COVID-19 restrictions are lifted. 
 

S5W-35485  
 
Ben Macpherson: In order to reduce the opportunities for transmission of Covid-19, 
people should only be leaving their homes for an essential purpose which includes 
for essential shopping. 
 
Garden centres are currently able to fulfil orders online, by telephone and through a 
permitted collection service. 
 
I recently met with the Horticultural Trade Association (HTA) to discuss the impacts 
restrictions are having on this area. The HTA has provided us with their safe 
operating protocol and have briefed us with valuable information which we are taking 
into consideration when making our decisions. 
 
Scottish Government are hopeful that we will be able to see a phased but significant 
opening of our economy in April including the opening of non-essential retail. 
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Government initiated questions lodged on 5 March 2021 

S5W-35772 Rona Mackay: To ask the Scottish Government what the outcome is of 
its latest review of the International Travel Regulations. 
S5W-35773 George Adam: To ask the Scottish Government whether COVID-19 
funding for bus operators will be extended beyond 31 March 2021. 

Written questions lodged on 5 March 2021 

S5W-35771 Alasdair Allan: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is 
on introducing COVID-19 lateral flow device testing for the crews of Marine Scotland 
vessels. 
S5W-35775 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government when it plans to 
allow acupuncture therapy clinics to reopen, in light of the support that they can 
provide to the NHS in treating people with conditions such as long-COVID. 
S5W-35778 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government. further to the 
answer to question S5W-35513 by Jeane Freeman on 4 March 2021, what COVID-
19 regulations personal trainers who assist people with muscular conditions must 
follow. 
S5W-35782 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government, further to its 
announcements on 7 and 9 February 2021 regarding the allocation of an additional 
£90 million to local authorities for the establishment of a Discretionary Fund with an 
increased value of £120 million, when it will publish a breakdown by local authority of 
the (a) number of grant applications (i) made, (ii) approved and (iii) declined and (b) 
value of payments made to date from the £120 million total. 
S5W-35783 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government, further to its 
announcement on 17 November 2020 regarding the allocation of £30 million to local 
authorities for the establishment of a Discretionary Fund, when it will publish a 
breakdown by local authority of the (a) number of grant applications (i) made, (ii) 
approved and (iii) declined and (b) value of payments made to date from the original 
£30 million fund. 
S5W-35784 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
statement by the First Minister on 17 November 2020 and subsequent 
announcements by the Cabinet Secretary for Finance on 7 and 9 February 2021 
regarding an additional £90 million for local authorities to establish a Discretionary 
Fund with an increased value of £120 million, how much each local authority has 
been allocated from the fund. 
S5W-35785 Dean Lockhart: To ask the Scottish Government when puppy training 
classes that are held outdoors will be allowed to restart under its revised COVID-19 
Strategic Framework. 
S5W-35786 Dean Lockhart: To ask the Scottish Government when private 
individual swimming lessons for children will be allowed to resume under its revised 
COVID-19 Strategic Framework. 
S5W-35787 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government whether 
acupuncturists are allowed to practice under the current COVID-19 restrictions and, 
if not, for what reason they have been offered vaccinations as healthcare workers. 
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 

answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 

which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 

asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 

through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
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