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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Thursday 4 March 2021 
 
Written Questions lodged on 4 March can be found on pages 18 and 19. 
 
First Minister’s Questions and Portfolio Questions on 4 March are included at 
page 17. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 4 March) 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Government Initiated Questions 
 

George Adam (Paisley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide an update on the COVID-19 legislation in place. 
 

S5W-35746 
 

Michael Russell: Amending Regulations were made to the Health Protection 
(Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) Regulations 
2020 and the Health Protection (Coronavirus, Restrictions) (Directions by Local 
Authorities) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 today. 
 
These Regulations amend the Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and 
Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 to remove provisions 
relating to holiday gatherings as they have now served their purpose. The provisions 
regarding end of term households are adjusted so they remain fit for purpose now that 
term two has begun. These regulations also remove the requirement for child contact 
centres to close in Level 4 areas. These Regulations also adjust the definition of 
professional sportsperson and to clarify that only those persons and performers can 
access indoor fitness facilities such as gyms. The Regulations also ease the 
restrictions on libraries to ensure they can open for the purpose of providing free 
computer and internet access, where an appointment has been booked. 
 
Finally, these Regulations extend the expiry date of The Health Protection 
(Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) Regulations 
2020 and The Health Protection (Coronavirus, Restrictions) (Directions by Local 
Authorities) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 to 30 September 2021. 
 
The Regulations have been published at:  
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2021/117/contents/made. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether early years staff are eligible for the lateral flow 
COVID-19 testing made available for the reopening of schools, and, if so, whether this 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2021/117/contents/made
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includes early years staff in private settings that provide council-funded places to 
preschool and eligible two-year-olds. 
 

S5W-35342 
 

Maree Todd: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-35275 on  
3 March 2021. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport  
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow ) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many COVID-19 vaccine drive-through centres it plans to have in each local authority 
area. 
 

S5W-34057 
 

Mairi Gougeon: Local authorities in Scotland can choose the type of vaccination 
location that is on offer to the local community. The Scottish Government holds 
information on location (for example whether a GP practice or a mass vaccination 
centre) but does not have a breakdown on whether these locations are considered 
designated drive-through facilities. 
 
 
Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what consideration it has given to the prioritisation of taxi 
drivers for the COVID-19 vaccine, following the vaccination of all over-50s and people 
with underlying health conditions. 
 

S5W-35187 
 

Mairi Gougeon: The Scottish Government follows the Joint Committee on Vaccination 
and Immunisation (JCVI) Guidance in the planning of vaccine delivery. This evidence 
based guidance advises that the single greatest risk of mortality from COVID-19 is 
increasing age, and that the risk increases exponentially with age. Additionally the 
committee considers frontline health and social care workers who provide direct care 
to vulnerable people a high priority for vaccination. 
 
The JCVI priority lists represents 99% of the preventable mortality in the United 
Kingdom from COVID-19 and throughout the delivery of the vaccination programme 
we will be guided by the clinical expertise of the JCVI, the MHRA, and our own senior 
clinical advisers. 
 
At this stage in the vaccination programme every vaccine given to one of these groups 
would be one less vaccine given to an at-risk individual. 

 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the 
COVID-19 infection rate has been each month across the prison estate, and when it 
plans to have vaccinated all (a) prison staff and (b) prisoners. 
 

S5W-35408 
 

Mairi Gougeon: The Scottish Prison Service (SPS) has provided regular updates on 
the number of prisoners who have tested positive with Covid-19 throughout the 
pandemic. As this information relates to the number of active positive cases within 
prisons on a given day, rather than the number of people who have newly tested 
positive over a specified time period, it is not possible to calculate an infection rate in 
the same way as would be calculated for the population across Scotland more 
generally. SPS publish the number of active cases daily, you can access this 
information through Scottish Prison Service (sps.gov.uk). 
 
Consistent with the wider community and in line with the Joint Committee on 
Vaccination and Immunisation clinical guidance, which prioritises those most at risk, 
vaccination of prison staff and prisoners who are eligible has commenced by Health 
Boards. We anticipate reaching everyone on the JCVI priority list by mid-April, subject 
to supply. 

 
 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what action is being taken to communicate essential information about the COVID-19 
vaccine to people with no recourse to public funds. 
 

S5W-35059 
 

Mairi Gougeon: The Scottish Government has been very clear from day one that the 
pace and rollout of our national vaccine programme is key to tackling the pandemic 
and we are determined to reach as much of the population, and in order of vulnerability 
based on clinical advice, as fast as the vaccine supply allows us. The health of every 
person living in Scotland is important which is why the Scottish Government is making 
proactive policy decisions to make this programme as inclusive and accessible as 
possible, given the current constrains of supply and social distancing. 
 
The Scottish Government and Public Health Scotland are actively engaging with third 
sector organisations, such as BEMIS and Scottish Refugee Council, to reach people 
with no recourse to public funds (NRPF), including both new entrants into Scotland 
and people who have lived and worked in the UK for many years.  
 
The Scottish Government has undertaken a wide range of campaigns in print, online 
and across media, and in various locations, to try to reach everyone in Scotland and 
inform them of the vaccination campaign. As part of this, the vaccination work builds 
on the other coronavirus messaging aimed at these individuals, which has included 
highlighting the self-isolation funding available to eligible individuals with NRPF.  

 
 

https://www.sps.gov.uk/
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Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what action is being taken to support people with no recourse to public funds to receive 
the COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-35062 
 

Mairi Gougeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-35059 on  
4 March 2021. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether individuals will be given a choice as to which COVID-19 vaccine 
they will receive in circumstances where they have ethical objections to a particular 
vaccine. 
 

S5W-35104 
 

Mairi Gougeon: It is not possible to offer everyone in Scotland a choice of COVID-19 
vaccine at this stage. The Scottish Government has been very clear from day one that 
the pace and rollout of our national vaccine programme is key to tackling the pandemic 
and we are determined to reach as much of the population, and in order of vulnerability 
based on clinical advice, as fast as the vaccine supply allows us.  
 
Individuals with ethical concerns should contact their GP practice or local Health Board 
to discuss the options that might be available to them. 

 
 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many people will receive their second dose of the COVID-19 vaccine by the end of 
May 2021, broken down by week. 
 

S5W-34876 
 

Mairi Gougeon: We anticipate that everyone on the JCVI priority list that has received 
their first dose will have received their second dose by end of March 2021, if supply 
allows.  
 
Based on our latest data published today on 3 March are as follows:  
 

• 92,550 people have received the second dose of the Covid vaccination. 

• This is an increase of 8,105 reported from 2 March. 
 

The full breakdown can be accessed here: Coronavirus (COVID-19): daily data for 
Scotland - gov.scot (www.gov.scot) 
 
The Public Health Scotland reports on vaccination on first and second doses by week 
which can be accessed here: COVID-19 Daily Dashboard - PHS COVID-19 | Tableau 
Public 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-daily-data-for-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-daily-data-for-scotland/
https://public.tableau.com/profile/phs.covid.19#!/vizhome/COVID-19DailyDashboard_15960160643010/Overview
https://public.tableau.com/profile/phs.covid.19#!/vizhome/COVID-19DailyDashboard_15960160643010/Overview
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Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it is monitoring outbreaks of COVID-
19 in care homes against the date in which residents and staff receive their first and 
second COVID-19 vaccinations to measure the efficacy of vaccines. 
 

S5W-34980 
 

Mairi Gougeon: Our top priority is to vaccinate as many people as we can as quickly 
as possible, starting with those at the highest clinical risk. This includes residents in 
care homes and the staff who provide their care. 
 
The Scottish Government continues to monitor COVID-19 cases and vaccinations, 
and publishes this information regularly on its website, available here: Coronavirus 
(COVID-19): daily data for Scotland - gov.scot (www.gov.scot). 
 
Although not specific to care homes, the University of Edinburgh did recently publish 
a study on reduction in hospital admissions from the vaccine. From their study sample 
they found that by the fourth week after receiving the initial dose, the Pfizer and Oxford-
AstraZeneca vaccines were shown to reduce the risk of hospitalisation from COVID-
19 by up to 85 per cent and 94 per cent, respectively. And among those aged 80 years 
and over, one of the highest risk groups, vaccination was associated with an 81 per 
cent reduction in hospitalisation risk in the fourth week when the results for both 
vaccines were combined. 
 

 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether NHS boards will offer short-notice 
COVID-19 vaccination appointments to help avoid any wastage of vaccines. 
 

S5W-34981 
 

Mairi Gougeon: Advice on how to minimise wasted doses of vaccine, including having 
a reserve list of priority and high-risk patients, has been provided to Health Boards. 

 
 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its 
response is to reports that some West Lothian residents are having to travel to a 
different local authority area to receive a COVID-19 vaccination, and what action it can 
take to make the vaccines more locally accessible. 
 

S5W-34984 
 

Mairi Gougeon: The locations for vaccinations are chosen to maximise the number 
we can vaccinate while making it as accessible and easy as possible for people to 
come to their appointment. 
 
As we contact each priority group we aim to ensure that everyone is able to make 
appointments to receive their vaccine as quickly as possible. In addition, we are 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-daily-data-for-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-daily-data-for-scotland/
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working closely with our local NHS Boards; the armed services; Local Authority and 
other key organisations such as St John’s Ambulance Service to ensure that the 
vaccine programme is supported locally and we can offer additional support to help 
people such as transport to the vaccination centre where that is needed. 

 
 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment has been carried out of the travel and access arrangements required for 
older West Lothian residents who are asked to travel to a different local authority area 
to receive a COVID-19 vaccination. 
 

S5W-34985 
 

Mairi Gougeon: The locations for vaccinations are chosen to maximise the number 
we can vaccinate while making it as accessible and easy as possible for people to 
come to their appointment. 
 
We intend that as we contact each priority group we ensure that everyone is able to 
make appointments to receive their vaccine as quickly as possible. In addition, we are 
working closely with our local NHS Boards; the armed services; Local Authority and 
other key organisations such as St John’s Ambulance Service to ensure that the 
vaccine programme is supported locally and we can offer additional support to help 
people such as transport to the vaccination centre where that is needed. 
 
Alternative options for vaccination are also available for those who are clinically 
vulnerable, housebound or with mobility-related issues. Local health boards can 
arrange a more local solution which would be either at their GP Practice or to be 
vaccinated in their own home. 

 
 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether people with severe asthma but not on the shielding 
list will be prioritised for the COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-35398 
 

Jeane Freeman: Individuals with severe asthma will be prioritised for the vaccine 
under priority group 6. This includes: people with asthma who have required regular 
or repeated courses of oral prednisolone (3 prescriptions in the last 6 months or 168 
tablets in last 6 months if on Chronic Medication Service); and Asthma patients with a 
recorded hospital admission because of asthma. 

 
 

Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what additional resources have been made 
available (a) nationally and (b) by each NHS board to meet any additional demand for 
adolescent eating disorder services as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-35460 
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Clare Haughey: We have provided Beat, the UK’s eating disorder charity, with funding 
to ensure that their online and telephone services were able to support and help as 
many people as possible during this difficult time. In addition to these services, Beat 
launched a new moderated online group, The Sanctuary, which focuses on supporting 
sufferers with concerns relating to their eating disorder and Covid-19. 
 
Furthermore, we provided funding to deliver additional capacity to NHS Lothian and 
Beat’s National Peer Support Services for both young people with an eating disorder, 
and their parents and carers. 
 
In addition, we have invested £1.1 billion for NHS Boards and Integration Authorities 
to meet the costs of responding to the pandemic. Funding for additional mental health 
costs is included with the £1.1 billion allocation, and we expect that to be used to meet 
those pressures. Funding for frontline NHS boards will increase to £11.6 billion in 
2021-22 and NHS boards will work with their partners to make local spending 
decisions on mental health that reflect local needs and national priorities, including 
taking into consideration the demand for adolescent eating disorder services. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether people with inflammatory bowel disease will be among the early groups to 
receive a COVID-19 vaccine, and what the reasons are for its position on this matter. 
 

S5W-33794 
 

Jeane Freeman: People who have inflammatory bowel disease (IBS) encompass a 
wide range of individuals with degrees of severity, so it’s important that the vaccine 
priority list focuses in on the specific groups who are at the highest risk. Some of those 
with IBS will fall into the priority groups below, like the clinically vulnerable priority 
group (the 6th category in the list below, under ‘underlying health conditions’), but this 
does depend on each individual’s circumstances. 
 
Some individuals with IBS will also be prioritised due to their age and / or additional 
underlying health conditions. 
 
The full JCVI priority list is currently: 
 
•     residents in a care home for older adults and their carers  
•     all those 80 years of age and over, and frontline health and social care workers  
•     all those 75 years of age and over  
•     all those 70 years of age and over, and clinically extremely vulnerable individuals 
•     all those 65 years of age and over  
•     all those aged 16 to 64 years with underlying health conditions which put them at       
higher risk of serious disease and mortality  
•     all those 60 years of age and over  
•     all those 55 years of age and over  
•     all those 50 years of age and over 
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Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how people will be notified that they are 
eligible for a COVID-19 vaccination, and how much notice they will be given before a 
potential appointment. 
 

S5W-33819 
 

Mairi Gougeon: Vaccinations are taking place differently across Scotland to reflect 
the needs of local communities. It is NHS Scotland who will confirm local 
arrangements and who will invite the eligible cohort by letter to receive a COVID-19 
vaccine 
 
Furthermore, members of public can phone the Coronavirus Vaccination Helpline on 
0800 0308013 (available 8am to 8pm, 7 days a week).  
 
More general information about the coronavirus vaccine and its delivery is also 
available at NHS Inform 

 
 

Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what plans are in place to transport people in 
priority groups, such as older and vulnerable people, to the site of their COVID-19 
vaccination. 
 

S5W-33820 
 

Mairi Gougeon: Individuals who are unable to leave their own homes will receive their 
vaccination at home. All Health Boards have included their housebound patients within 
their delivery models for each priority group.  
 
The Scottish Government is working with the voluntary and third sector to set up a 
centralised volunteer coordination hub. This will make good use of the locally offered 
support, in particular for deployment at mass vaccination clinics, and to help people 
who need assistance to access local clinics. 

 
 

Richard Leonard (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether all staff who work within community pharmacies will be prioritised 
for a COVID-19 vaccination. 
 

S5W-33844 
 

Jeane Freeman: Some key workers, such as pharmacists and pharmacy technicians, 
are included in the top priority groups, and already eligible for a vaccine, but other 
pharmacy staff including drivers and medical home care delivery drivers who deliver 
medication and equipment to patient homes are not included in the priority list. 
 
The decision is to not prioritise other pharmacy staff for the following reasons: 
 

https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/infections-and-poisoning/coronavirus-covid-19
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• Criticality of service is not an indication for priority vaccination because clinical 
risk is the overriding concern. This is influenced most greatly by age, not 
occupation. 

• Currently there is no sectoral prioritisation of any workers other than frontline 
health and social care workers. 

• Individual staff will be called forward for vaccination according to their position 
on the priority list, if they are eligible within the JCVI Cohorts.  
 

Our prioritisation decisions have been, and will continue to be, informed and guided 
by the independent expert advice from the JCVI. 

 
 

Richard Leonard (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether community pharmacists will be included in the first phase of the 
COVID-19 vaccination programme. 
 

S5W-33845 
 

Jeane Freeman: Key workers including pharmacists and pharmacy technicians, are 
included in the JCVI priority groups, and are already eligible for a vaccine under cohort 
2. 
 
The full JCVI priority list is currently: 
 
•     residents in a care home for older adults and their carers  
•     all those 80 years of age and over, and frontline health and social care workers  
•     all those 75 years of age and over  
•     all those 70 years of age and over, and clinically extremely vulnerable individuals 
•     all those 65 years of age and over  
•     all those aged 16 to 64 years with underlying health conditions which put them at 
higher risk of serious disease and mortality  
•     all those 60 years of age and over  
•     all those 55 years of age and over  
•     all those 50 years of age and over 

 
 

Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many people with respiratory disease there are in each of 
the COVID-19 priority categories set out by the Joint Committee on Vaccination and 
Immunisation. 
 

S5W-33857 
 

Jeane Freeman: We do not have this data readily available. However, a number of 
individuals with respiratory diseases may fall into the priority groups set out by the 
Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) and have either received, or 
are eligible to receive their COVID-19 vaccination, depending on their age and medical 
condition. 
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Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether NHS agency staff will be offered COVID-19 vaccinations on the 
same basis as directly-employed staff. 
 

S5W-34508 
 

Jeane Freeman: Agency staff who work in the NHS are included in the JCVI priority 
list, cohort 2. For agency and bank staff, the priority is for staff who are active in taking 
shifts. Staff who have not worked through agency contract in the NHS in the past 6 
months would not fall into this priority group.  

 
 

Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government when it will provide a substantive answer to question S5W-
33857, which received a holding response on 21 December 2020. 
 

S5W-34993 
 

Mairi Gougeon: We do not have this data readily available. However, a number of 
individuals with respiratory diseases may fall into the priority groups set out by the 
Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) and have either received, or 
are eligible to receive their COVID-19 vaccination, depending on their age and medical 
condition. 
 
The full JCVI priority list is currently: 
 
•     residents in a care home for older adults and their carers  
•     all those 80 years of age and over, and frontline health and social care workers  
•     all those 75 years of age and over  
•     all those 70 years of age and over, and clinically extremely vulnerable individuals 
•     all those 65 years of age and over  
•     all those aged 16 to 64 years with underlying health conditions which put them at 
higher risk of serious disease and mortality  
•     all those 60 years of age and over  
•     all those 55 years of age and over  
•     all those 50 years of age and over 

 
 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it engages with people who have lived experienced of long-term 
COVID-19 symptoms when devising support for people with long-COVID. 
 

S5W-35521 
 

Jeane Freeman: We are working with people living with Long COVID, third sector 
organisations, NHS Boards and the wider clinical community in Scotland to deepen 
our understanding of the symptoms and impact of Long COVID to help us continue to 
tailor the diagnosis and the support, which people need. 
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In addition, we are providing funding to the University of Stirling to undertake the 
Share-to-improve: Long Covid experience (COv-VOICES) Study, which aims to 
amplify the voices of people with lived experience to improve understanding, support, 
treatment and education. 

 
 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
it will ensure that people with learning disabilities who are living in supported 
accommodation will receive the COVID-19 vaccination as part of priority group 6, and 
when this group will begin to be vaccinated. 
 

S5W-35548 
 

Jeane Freeman: We understand that many people with mild and moderate 
Learning/Intellectual disabilities will be eligible for priority group 6 due to underlying 
health conditions. 
 
We believe our more straightforward approach of inviting everyone with a learning 
disability for vaccination during cohort 6 will bring peace of mind and add a small 
number of people to the current cohort who would have otherwise been offered 
vaccination later. 
 
Priority group 6 is one of the largest on the Joint Committee on Vaccination and 
Immunisation (JCVI) list. It will take several weeks to provide first doses to everyone 
and the speed with which we can offer first doses is dependent on our supplies. 

 
 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, whether the daily COVID-19 figures for The Highland Council area are 
combined with those for the Argyll and Bute Council area; what the reasons are for its 
position on this matter, and what its position is on whether it would be more informative 
and reassuring to people in both council areas if these figures were provided 
separately. 
 

S5W-35566 
 

Jeane Freeman: It is important that people can access COVID-19 data about their 
local area, and the Scottish Government aims to make data open and accessible 
wherever possible.  
 
On the Public Health Scotland COVID-19 dashboard, all data apart from hospital and 
ICU admissions are available in the trends and demographics tab at local authority 
level. The dashboard now includes vaccination data for local authorities, which was 
added on Friday 26 February. It also lets people view the rate of COVID infection for 
their neighbourhood. Link for PHS dashboard:  
COVID-19 Daily Dashboard - PHS COVID-19 | Tableau Public 
 
The daily COVID-19 figures for hospital and ICU patients published by the Scottish 
Government for NHS Highland are collected at NHS Board level. Therefore, it is not 

https://public.tableau.com/profile/phs.covid.19#!/vizhome/COVID-19DailyDashboard_15960160643010/Overview
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possible to disaggregate the data into The Highland Council area and Argyll and Bute 
Council area.  
 
The burden imposed on NHS Boards should be proportionate to the benefits arising 
from the use of the statistics. It may not be possible for health boards to provide timely 
hospital and ICU data broken down by Council areas of residence on a daily basis, 
and it would place an additional burden on them. Additionally, issues of statistical 
disclosure may arise when reporting low numbers for small Council areas. 
 
The figures and analysis presented by the Scottish Government and partner 
organisations continue to evolve over time to ensure the most relevant information is 
included and the needs of stakeholders are met. 

 
 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government when, under the revised COVID-19 strategic framework, 
masseuses and physiotherapists will be able to offer treatments which help with 
muscular conditions. 
 

S5W-35513 
 

Jeane Freeman: Physiotherapists are one of the Allied Health Professions (AHPs) 
and are represented by the Chartered Society of Physiotherapists - they must be 
registered with the Health and Care Professions Council (HCPC) before being allowed 
to practice in Scotland. The Society is also a member of the Allied Health Profession 
Federation Scotland (AHPFS). 
 
Physiotherapists are statutorily regulated healthcare professionals, and have legally 
been able to operate throughout the pandemic.  
 
On 22 July 2020 we wrote to the Chartered Society of Physiotherapists (CSP) via the 
AHPFS advising them that where they had not already done so, privately practising 
Physiotherapists were able to resume elective procedures, providing that they followed 
the relevant guidance as set out by Health Protection Scotland, the HCPC and the 
Scottish Government. 
 
On 18 December we again wrote to the CSP via the AHPFS confirming that The Health 
Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2020 as amended set out that where ‘other services or procedures’, 
including those provided by privately practising Allied Health Professionals, are 
ancillary to medical, health or social care services they may continue in Level 4 areas. 
At that time we advised that face to face services provided by privately practising Allied 
Health Professionals in Level 4 areas focus on essential or urgent treatment of 
clinically diagnosed conditions, where no provision of treatment would have a 
significant adverse impact on the wellbeing of the patient, in keeping with the spirit of 
the Strategic Framework and Regulations. 
 
Massage therapists are not subject to statutory professional regulation, and are 
defined as ‘close contact services’ in the Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions 
and Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 as amended. These 
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regulations include provision related to premises which provide a close contact service 
and mobile close contact services. They set out that premises based close contact 
services, including massage therapies, are permitted in levels 0-3, and mobile close 
contact services, including massage therapies are permitted in levels 0-1. 

 
 

Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many of the 68 actions 
outlined in the Recovery and redesign: cancer services - action plan announced on 9 
December 2020 to "both redesign cancer services to benefit patients, and increase 
our services’ overall resilience to future rises in COVID-19 prevalence" have been 
progressed. 
 

S5W-35265 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what action clinicians must take to obtain the informed 
consent of people prior to the administration of COVID-19 vaccines, and what 
information they should provide regarding possible side effects. 
 

S5W-35302 
 

Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Dean Lockhart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what guidance it has provided to care homes 
and families regarding decision-making regarding (a) visiting, (b) testing and (c) 
vaccinations. 
 

S5W-35311 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Dean Lockhart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what support it is giving to care homes that 
are seeking to provide indoor visiting for close relatives of residents who are under 65 
and have learning disabilities. 
 

S5W-35312 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 

 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government, in light of any heightened anxiety that they might have, what 
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provision is being made to support people with (a) autism and (b) other additional 
support needs in receiving their COVID-19 vaccination. 
 

S5W-35316 
 

Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an 
update on when key agricultural workers will receive their COVID-19 vaccination and, 
in light of the approach of the lambing and calving seasons, whether it will consider 
bringing the date forward. 
 

S5W-35323 
 

Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether people (a) with blood cancer and (b) at risk of being 
immunosuppressed and who were not on the shielding list will be prioritised to receive 
COVID-19 vaccinations. 
 

S5W-35325 
 

Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 
 

Dean Lockhart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what support it plans to give to (a) the 
Trossachs Search and Rescue Team and (b) all other search and rescue teams this 
spring and summer as demand for their services increases following the end of 
COVID-19 restrictions. 
 

S5W-35549 
 

Humza Yousaf: The voluntary work carried out by all search and rescue (SAR) teams 
in Scotland, throughout the year, is very much appreciated by Scottish Government 
(SG) Ministers. Government funding is normally available for: (a) the Trossachs 
Search and Rescue Team; and (b) all other search and rescue teams, directly from 
the statutory responder agencies for whom they deploy or operate in partnership with. 
This is normally achieved through Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs), Partnership 
Agreements (PAs) or by agreeing levels of reimbursement on a case by case basis. 
Ministers hope the SAR teams are successful in obtaining funds from their deploying 
agencies in these ways this spring and summer, as demand for their services is 
expected to increase, following the end of COVID-19 restrictions. In addition, next 
financial year, SG will again provide the long-established ‘annual grant’ to the Scottish 
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civilian mountain rescue teams which are directly and routinely deployed by Police 
Scotland (PS) as an extension to PS’ national SAR responsibilities. Significant SG 
funding was, of course, available to Voluntary Sector organisations, including SAR 
organisations, for a range of needs, during the COVID 19 emergency. In particular the 
Communities and Third Sector Recovery Fund will continue to be available into next 
financial year, via the Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations’ website: 
https://scvo.scot/support/coronavirus/funding. Other relevant Third Sector funding can 
also be found on the website for the relevant Third Sector Interface (TSI) : Third sector 
interfaces: contact details - gov.scot (www.gov.scot). 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Social Security and Older People 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the reported increase in the number of benefit claimants 
because of the COVID-19 pandemic, whether the 2021-22 Budget will reflect any 
additional costs for Social Security Scotland to respond to any increase in (a) benefit 
claim payments and (b) the number of staff required by the department. 
 

S5W-35581 
 

Shirley-Anne Somerville: The budget allocated for benefit expenditure is based on 
the Scottish Fiscal Commission’s forecast. The most recent Scottish Fiscal 
Commission publication (Scotland’s Economic and Fiscal Forecasts | Scottish Fiscal 
Commission), sets out the changes to forecasted benefit expenditure due to COVID-
19.  
 
Social Security Scotland’s proposed 2021-22 administration budget allows for any 
additional workload for those benefits that we administer. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 
Annie Wells (Glasgow) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it will provide an update on progress with the Managed 
Isolation Welfare Fund. 
 

S5W-35314 
 

Michael Matheson: We are working with the UK Government to put in place support 
for people who are unable, because of financial hardship, to afford the fees associated 
with managed isolation. The current UK position is that a payment plan can be taken 
out at the booking stage for those on qualifying benefits, with fees to be repaid over a 
period of months. The Scottish Government is seeking to waive fees for those on 
qualifying benefits, those facing hardship who are not on qualifying benefits but are 
unable to pay, and those on family reunion visas, arriving to join a person with refugee 
status already in Scotland. Changes need to be made to the UK operation in order for 
fee waiver to be possible. 
 

https://scvo.scot/support/coronavirus/funding
https://www.gov.scot/publications/third-sector-interfaces-contact-details/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/third-sector-interfaces-contact-details/
https://www.fiscalcommission.scot/forecast/scotlands-economic-and-fiscal-forecasts-january-2021/
https://www.fiscalcommission.scot/forecast/scotlands-economic-and-fiscal-forecasts-january-2021/
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Separately, the Coronavirus Discretionary Fund recently provided to Scottish 
universities and colleges can be used to support international students and students 
returning to Scotland at the end of exchange programmes, such as Erasmus, who can 
demonstrate the charge would cause them financial hardship. 
  
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what the COVID-19 quarantine requirements 
are for minors who are travelling home to Scotland, and whether they can self-isolate 
at home with their families. 
 

S5W-35360 
 

Michael Matheson: We understand how difficult this is for families with children, but 
to manage the risk of importing new variants and to give vaccine deployment the best 
chance of bringing us closer to normality these limits on international travel are 
necessary. 
 
The clinical advice is clear that a comprehensive system of managed quarantine is 
essential to minimise the impact of new COVID-19 variants. This means children must 
enter managed isolation regardless of whether they are accompanied or 
unaccompanied. A parent or guardian will be required to enter managed isolation to 
ensure the child is not left alone. 
 
We must restrict how many exemptions are in place otherwise the policy will not be 
effective. 
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First Minister’s Questions Related to COVID-19 on 4 March 2021 
 
3. Patrick Harvie: Question to be taken in Chamber. ( S5F-04859 ) 
 
6. Brian Whittle: To ask the First Minister what action the Scottish Government is 
taking to protect and strengthen social connection in the wake of the COVID-19 
pandemic. ( S5F-04870 ) 
 
Answers to these and other questions can be found here. 
 
 
Portfolio Questions Related to COVID-19 on 4 March 2021 
 
Finance 
 
7. David Torrance: To ask the Scottish Government how much the finance 
secretary has allocated to support outdoor education centres during the COVID-19 
pandemic. ( S5O-05087 ) 
 
Answers to these and other questions can be found here. 
 

 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04859
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04870
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13171&i=119239
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-05087
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13171&i=119269
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Government Initiated Question Related to COVID-19 on 4 March 2021 
 
S5W-35746 George Adam: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide 
an update on the COVID-19 legislation in place. 
 
Written Questions Related to COVID-19 on 4 March 2021 
 
S5W-35719 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer 
to question S5W-35154 by Mairi Gougeon on 2 March 2021, whether its guidance for 
COVID-19 vaccinators is publicly available, and what the reasons are for its position 
on this matter. 
S5W-35720 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer 
to question S5W-35154 by Mairi Gougeon on 2 March 2021, what flexibility COVID-
19 vaccinators have regarding the disposal of unused doses before they become 
unsuitable for use, including vaccinating people who attend the centres on an 
unscheduled "walk-in" basis. 
S5W-35722 Fulton MacGregor: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide an update on how the £500 social care payment will be made to those 
employed as personal care assistants. 
S5W-35725 Annie Wells: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to 
question S5W-33656 by Kevin Stewart on 9 December 2020, how many applications 
have been made to the Private Rent Sector Landlord (non-business) COVID-19 
Loan Scheme, also broken down by how many have (a) been approved, (b) been 
rejected and (c) yet to be processed; how much has been paid to date in total, and 
what the average award has been. 
S5W-35726 Annie Wells: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to 
question S5W-33657 by Kevin Stewart on 9 December 2020, how many applications 
have been made to the Tenant Hardship Loan Fund, also broken down by how many 
have (a) been approved, (b) been rejected and (c) yet to be processed; how much 
has been paid to date in total, and what the average award has been. 
S5W-35727 Mark Griffin: To ask the Scottish Government what data is being 
collected on exposure to COVID-19 in the workplace, and whether this is 
disaggregated by protected characteristics. 
S5W-35730 Mark Griffin: To ask the Scottish Government what work has 
been carried out regarding the impact of gender on long-COVID symptoms and 
healthcare. 
S5W-35731 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer 
to question S5W-35219 by Michael Matheson on 1 March 2021, what information it 
has on how much the UK Government pays for security for each person in hotel 
quarantine, and what this represents as a percentage of the overall cost of 
quarantine. 
S5W-35732 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government what consideration 
it has given to offering the COVID-19 vaccine to students who will be 17 years old 
when they start university in September 2021. 
S5W-35733 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government whether teachers 
with underlying health conditions are required to return to classrooms before (a) 
receiving their COVID-19 vaccination and (b) an adequate period of time has passed 
for their COVID-19 vaccination to take effect. 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35746
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35719
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35720
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35722
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35725
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35726
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35727
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35730
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35731
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35732
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35733
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S5W-35739 Shona Robison: To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
will provide a breakdown of the support that it has provided to Dundee City Council 
to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic.  
S5W-35745 Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government what evidence of 
having received a COVID-19 vaccination will be provided to people for the purpose 
of providing proof, if requested to do so. 
S5W-35747 Beatrice Wishart: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-33874 by Fiona Hyslop on 16 December 2020, 
what analysis it has carried out of the impact of the tourism restrictions on cattery 
and kennel businesses and, in light of this, whether it plans to reconsider the COVID-
19-related support that is available to them. 
S5W-35752 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government how it ensures that 
public health information about COVID-19 is (a) available in languages other than 
English and (b) accessible via internet search engines when searches are made in 
languages other than English. 
S5W-35756 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government, as part of the COVID-19 
recovery process, what research it is undertaking into the impact of the pandemic on 
BAME groups, and how the needs of Polish people are being (a) identified and (b) 
addressed. 
S5W-35757 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government what steps are being 
taken to provide COVID-19 vaccinations to classroom learning assistants who work 
in close contact with pupils where social distancing is not possible. 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35739
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35745
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35747
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35752
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35756
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35757
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

