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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Thursday 25 February 2021 
 
Written questions lodged on 25 February can be found on pages 30 to 32. 
 
First Minister’s Questions relating to COVID-19 on 25 February are included at 
page 29. 
 
Portfolio Questions relating to COVID-19 on 25 February are included at page 
29. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 25 February) 
 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Skills 
 

Finlay Carson (Galloway and West Dumfries) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to reopen garden 
centres that meet the social distancing guidelines and other requirements to deal with 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-35309 
 

Jamie Hepburn: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-35018 on  
12 February 2021. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Finlay Carson (Galloway and West Dumfries) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government for what reason garden centres 
have been closed under the current COVID-19 restrictions when other larger retailers 
that sell garden products and equipment are permitted to remain open. 
 

S5W-35310 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Jamie Hepburn: In order to the reduce the opportunities for transmission of Covid-
19, people should only be leaving their homes for an essential purpose which includes 
for essential shopping. 
 
For those stores that are considered essential retailers and able to remain open, it is 
for them to determine what goods are on offer in their stores.  
 
Garden centres are currently able to fulfil orders online, by telephone and through a 
permitted collection service.  
 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 

 
 

Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what guidance and support is in place for 
teachers of physical education who, due to COVID-19 restrictions, are having to run 
outdoor activities in poor or challenging weather conditions. 
 

S5W-35120 
 

John Swinney: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Ross Greer (West Scotland) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will provide further information on the mitigation and safety 
measures that it is putting in place for the reopening of schools for P1 to P3 pupils. 
 

S5W-35145 
 

John Swinney: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 

 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what guidance and support is in place for 
teachers of physical education who, due to COVID-19 restrictions, are having to run 
outdoor activities in poor or challenging weather conditions. 
 

S5W-35120 
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John Swinney: Guidelines on physical education and dance have been prepared by 
Education Scotland to assist with decision-making and the safe implementation of 
timetabled physical education. The guidelines are continually updated to reflect any 
changes in the scientific advice. Currently, two metre physical distancing must be 
maintained in secondary, minimal sharing of equipment, and being outside all 
contribute to further lowering of any risk of transmission.  
 
On 9 February 2021, Education Scotland ran a webinar attended by 227 teachers to 
share online pedagogy and how to create a supportive learning environment. Through 
online learning, teachers have set physical activity challenges, both indoors and 
outdoors, so that learners can choose depending on their home setting. These 
practices were shared at the webinar and welcomed by the attendees. The webinar 
Teams space is now ‘live’ for teachers to continue to collaborate, share practice, and 
seek solutions in these challenging times. A recorded version of the webinar will be 
shared on DigiLearn in due course and similar events will be considered for the future.  

 
 

Ross Greer (West Scotland) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will provide further information on the mitigation and safety 
measures that it is putting in place for the reopening of schools for P1 to P3 pupils. 
 

S5W-35145 
 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government published supplementary guidance on 16 
February regarding the first phase of children and young people returning to schools. 
This is in addition to the existing guidance on reducing risks in schools, which remains 
in place. 
 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-schools-
reopening/ 
 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reducing-the-
risks-in-schools/ 
 
There is also a range of advice and information for parents on the Parent Club website. 
 
https://www.parentclub.scot/topics/coronavirus 
 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-schools-reopening/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-schools-reopening/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reducing-the-risks-in-schools/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reducing-the-risks-in-schools/
https://www.parentclub.scot/topics/coronavirus
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Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government, further to the statement by the Cabinet Secretary for 
Education and Skills on 13 January 2021 (Official Report, c.17), whether it will provide 
a breakdown of the £160 million that the cabinet secretary said he had already 
committed for education recovery since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, and what 
other funding has been committed towards this since that date. 
 

S5W-35356 
 

John Swinney: Overall, we have committed over £375 million as part of a long-term 
programme of recovery.  
 
This includes £160m, which can be broken down as follows:  
 

• £80m for teachers and other support staff 
 

• £50m to help offset the additional costs required to support safe, open and 
welcoming schools 

 

• £25m devices & connectivity 
 

• £3m youth work 
 

• £2m The Promise as part of the Care Review 
 
In addition to that, we have also committed funding, which includes: 
 

• £51m for free school meal alternatives during remote learning and school 
holidays 

 

• £45m support for schools and families 
 

• £25m more for teachers and support staff 
 

• £40m more to offset the additional costs required to implement protection 
measures in schools 

 

• £60m education recovery funding to support and accelerate learning recovery 
and enable children to catch-up on missed education. 
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Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether there is a means for recently retired teachers to help 
support home learning or catch-up learning on a voluntary basis for pupils prevented 
from attending school due to COVID-19. 
 

S5W-35397 
 

John Swinney: Retired teachers can re-register with the General Teaching Council 
for Scotland (GTCS), which will allow them to be employed by local authorities to help 
with education recovery. 
 
The Scottish Government has worked with the GTCS to gauge interest from recently 
retired and lapsed teachers and ensure that they can re-register easily if they wish to 
assist during the Covid pandemic. The General Teaching Council for Scotland 
contacted around 3,000 recently retired and lapsed teachers in June 2020 to establish 
their availability and willingness to return to the workforce and increase the potential 
pool of additional teachers. We understand that, to date, interest has been limited with 
fewer than 100 applications and notes of interest received by the GTCS. 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport  
 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has made of the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic on cancer treatment and survival rates. 
 

S5W-35225 
 

Jeane Freeman: The majority of cancer treatments have and will continue throughout 
the pandemic. Some patient’s treatment plans will change to minimise their individual 
risk. Those that require changes will always be done on a clinical basis and will be in 
discussion with the patient and clinical team. 
 
The National Cancer Treatment Group (NCTG) has been established, to provide 
national oversight for recovery of cancer treatments during the recovery phase of the 
NHS from the COVID-19 pandemic.  
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The National Cancer Recovery Group has also been established to provide strategic 
end to end oversight of cancer services, oversee national data and modelling work in 
relation to cancer recovery and advise on patient and public communications. It 
regularly monitors ongoing delivery of cancer treatments in Scotland through the use 
of management information provided by Boards. 
 
Survival from cancer since the COVID-19 pandemic began will not be reported in 
Scotland until 2023 for two reasons: there is not yet long enough follow-up time nor 
has every case of cancer up to 31st December 2020 been confirmed. Survival from 
cancer is usually reported at 1 and 5 years after diagnosis. Complete information on 
people diagnosed and treated in 2020 will not be available until April 2022 because 
time is needed to gather reliable information from multiple records. Survival rates for 
people diagnosed in 2020 will then be published in January 2023. 
 
As a rapid proxy measure of new cancer diagnoses, the Public Health Scotland Covid-
19 wider impacts dashboard https://scotland.shinyapps.io/phs-covid-wider-impact/ 
presents numbers of individuals from whom a pathology sample found cancer in 2020 
and compares them to 2019. 
 
An investment of up to £114.5 million will support cancer patients to have equitable 
access to care regardless of where they live. The Cancer Recovery Plan will improve 
patients’ experience of care, and roll-out innovative treatments to improve cancer 
services.  
 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-33980 
by Jeanne Freeman on 14 January 2021, whether it will confirm by what date all people 
entitled to the £500 bonus for health and social care staff will have received their 
payment. 
 

S5W-35286 
 

Jeane Freeman: The majority of NHS Scotland staff will receive the thank you 
payment in February. For those staff who had previously left and have since returned 
to NHS Scotland, the payment will be made in March. For ex-NHS Scotland staff, the 
payment will be made from March onwards with timing being dependent on those 
people returning the necessary forms. 
 

https://scotland.shinyapps.io/phs-covid-wider-impact/
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Independent contractors will be paid a lump sum on March which will be their 
responsibility to disburse to staff. Payments to sessional staff may be later in the new 
Financial Year. 
 
The Scottish Government are working with Social Care stakeholders to make the 
payment to staff from March onwards. 

 
 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what action it is taking in response to reports of a rise in 
problem gambling during the COVID-19 lockdown. 
 

S5W-35349 
 

Clare Haughey: The Scottish Government is working with Public Health Scotland and 
a variety of organisations to assess the harms caused by problem gambling and to 
bolster the support available in Scotland.  
 
Assistance for those experiencing problems cause by gambling is available through a 
network of Alcohol and Drugs Partnerships who have expertise in tackling all forms of 
addiction. Meanwhile, the effectiveness of this approach is being analysed to assess 
the scale of reported rise in problem gambling and further measures will be put in place 
accordingly.   

 
 

Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what steps it is taking to ensure that patients presenting to healthcare settings with 
breathlessness are being assessed for (a) venous thromboembolism and (b) 
pulmonary embolism, in addition to COVID-19. 
 

S5W-35101 
 

Jeane Freeman: We expect clinicians to deliver care in line with all relevant clinical 
guidelines when assessing patients who present themselves at healthcare settings 
with breathlessness. SIGN Guideline 122 on the prevention and management of 
venous thromboembolism was introduced in 2010 and updated in 2014. 
Implementation of SIGN guidelines is the responsibility of each individual NHS Board 
and local ownership of the implementation process. 
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Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what action it is taking during the COVID-19 lockdown to mitigate the impacts of 
reduced mobility and the subsequent impact this can have on the incidence of 
conditions such as venous thromboembolism and pulmonary embolism. 
 

S5W-35102 
 

Jeane Freeman: We recognise that supporting people to remain physically active and 
keep mobile can reduce the incidence of both venous thromboembolism and 
pulmonary embolism.  
 
Being physically active is particularly important during the COVID-19 pandemic as this 
not only has significant benefits for our physical health but also our mental health. 
 
In April 2020, the Scottish Government launched the ‘Clear your Head’ campaign to 
help people look after their own mental health and wellbeing during the COVID-19 
pandemic. This included an emphasis on keeping active. Working with partner 
organisations, the campaign was shared via television, radio and digital mediums in 
order to provide practical advice and tips on coping with the restrictions and signpost 
people to further sources of information and support (www.clearyourhead.scot). 

 
 

Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what plans it has to allow baby and toddler groups to resume, in light of 
the evidence it has and decision it made regarding the reopening of early years 
settings and schools for P1 to P3 pupils on 22 February 2021. 
 

S5W-35124 
 

Maree Todd: The evidence for schools and ELC opening up, largely focussed on 
transmission rates in children and adults in those environments, and appropriate 
mitigations to reduce risk. Parent and baby groups continue to be permitted to take 
place outdoors, in line with the current guidance on organised activities for children. 
They have a higher ratio of adults to children as part of these group activities. As such 
they are not likely to take place indoors until further data and evidence of the impact 
of transmission of the new variant in these settings is better understood. 
 
Scottish Government recognises the importance of socialising, play and exercise for 
children and guidance will be kept under review and updated as necessary taking 
account of any further scientific or clinical advice. 

http://www.clearyourhead.scot/
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Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it will 
address the issue of access to the COVID-19 vaccine for people without the capacity 
to give consent. 
 

S5W-33742 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government has provided information on Power of 
Attorney for Adults with Incapacity that can be used to ensure access to COVID-19 
vaccination here: Section 47 certificate of incapacity - gov.scot (www.gov.scot). 

 
 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it will 
protect the human rights of older people in care homes and hospitals throughout the 
COVID-19 vaccination scheme. 
 

S5W-33743 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government has provided information on Power of 
Attorney for Adults with Incapacity that can be used to ensure access to vaccines here 
: Section 47 certificate of incapacity - gov.scot (www.gov.scot). 
 
The NHS Scotland provides an information on the consent form in relation to the 
Covid-19 here: Your rights and the coronavirus vaccination | The coronavirus (COVID-
19) vaccine (nhsinform.scot).  
 
In addition, Public Health Scotland provides accurate and accessible materials for 
older adults in order to support informed consent: 
https://www.publichealthscotland.scot/downloads/care-home-covid-19-resources/. 
 
As we are well into the Covid-19 roll out programme and based on today's data on 23 
February, 31,035 care home residents have been vaccinated, exceeding the initial 
target, and 97% of residents in all care homes. 

 
 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
it will consider offering all foster carers the £500 payment to social care workers, and 
what the reasons are for its position on this matter. 
 

S5W-34947 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/section-47-certificate/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/section-47-certificate/
http://www.gov.scot)./
https://www.publichealthscotland.scot/downloads/care-home-covid-19-resources/
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Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-34950 on  
25 February 2021. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 

 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
it will consider offering all staff in fostering agencies the £500 payment to social care 
workers, and what the reasons are for its position on this matter. 
 

S5W-34950 
 

Jeane Freeman: We are hugely grateful to the efforts over recent months of the many 
key workers in different sectors across Scotland as they have risen to the challenge 
of responding to the pandemic. The payment is for NHS staff, adult social care and 
residential childcare staff who provided services and support at the frontline of the 
COVID-19 trauma response and in caring for people who are at greatest risk of being 
severely ill or regrettably dying from COVID-19. This payment is not being extended 
to private agency staff in the NHS or social care sector. For people working for private 
employers, it would be for their employer to determine their remuneration and any 
additions to existing pay which may be appropriate for these staff. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
it will consider offering family support workers and social work assistants the £500 
payment to social care workers, and what the reasons are for its position on this 
matter. 
 

S5W-34951 
 

Jeane Freeman: Staff who are employed to work as a registered social worker, social 
work assistant or paraprofessional, including those working with children and families, 
are eligible for the £500 payment. Full guidance and the online form for third, voluntary, 
charitable and private sector employers are available here. 

 
 

Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what its response is to reports that NHS-funded 
providers of independent advocacy for people with mental health issues, including the 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scotland-excel.org.uk/home/SocialCarePayments/SocialCarePayments.aspx
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Dumfries and Galloway Advocacy Service, are not entitled to the Health and Social 
Care Staff Bonus. 
 

S5W-34999 
 

Jeane Freeman: The £500 recognition payment relates to staff covered by NHS 
payment and remuneration arrangements and staff in organisations registered with 
the Scottish Social Services Council. For other key workers, it will be for their 
employers to determine their remuneration and any additions to existing pay which 
may be appropriate. 
 

 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what protocols are in place to ensure that older people will be vaccinated 
against COVID-19 if they miss appointments for any reasons, including the late 
delivery of mail. 
 

S5W-34691 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government is working with partners such as NHS 
Scotland in making sure that those who miss their vaccination appointment can rebook 
their appointments.  
 
The NHS Scotland has a new contact form which provides contact information based 
on geographical location and Health Board.  
 
For all those who have missed their Covid-19 vaccination or want to get in touch they 
can get the information on the following link:  
 
Click here: Missing appointments | The coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccine 
(nhsinform.scot) 

 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether older people who are hospital inpatients will be vaccinated 
against COVD-19 while in hospital to avoid missing a local appointment that might 
have been scheduled to take place during the time of their hospital stay. 
 

S5W-34694 
 

https://www.nhsinform.scot/covid-19-vaccine/invitations-and-appointments/missing-appointment-details
https://www.nhsinform.scot/covid-19-vaccine/invitations-and-appointments/missing-appointment-details
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Jeane Freeman: The Chief Medical Officer advises that short-stay hospital patients, 
should be only vaccinated once they have recovered, so any side effects are not 
confused with symptoms of the disease they were admitted to hospital for.  
 
This is a standard in the Green Book for all vaccines and applied across all UK 
countries. However, these decisions will be made by clinicians, taking into account a 
range of factors.” 
 
Furthermore, It’s important to note that vaccinating people as soon as they enter 
hospital will not immediately prevent COVID-19 infection or disease, as it takes 2-3 
weeks for an immune response to develop from vaccination. 
 
Further information about the Covid-19 vaccine and delivery can also be accessed 
here: NHS inform - Scottish health information you can trust | NHS inform   
 

 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it will 
ensure that the £500 bonus payment to NHS staff has minimal impact on any (a) 
universal credit and (b) other benefit claims. 
 

S5W-34879 
 

Jeane Freeman: We are disappointed that NHS staff and Social Care workers 
receiving our £500 ‘thank you’ payment may see their benefits impacted as a result of 
the UK Government’s response and we have written to the UK Government, in 
conjunction with the other devolved administrations, to ask that they exempt these 
thank you payments from benefit calculations. Where we have the power, such as with 
Council Tax Reduction, we have legislated to exempt the payment. In consultation 
with relevant trade unions we have put measures in place to allow staff to take the 
payment over 3 months, or 13 weeks for weekly paid staff, where this would help 
reduce any impact on benefits and we have allowed staff to delay the payment where 
they feel they need more time to consult with their Work Coach before confirming how 
they wish to proceed.  

 
 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many prescriptions have been given for (a) benzodiazepines, including clonazepam, 
(b) z-drugs, (c) antidepressants and (d) opioids in the most recent 12-month period for 
which figures are available, and how these figures compare with the 12-month period 
prior to that. 

https://www.nhsinform.scot/
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S5W-34898 

 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government does not hold the information requested. 
All information on prescribed and dispensed items are published and categorised by 
the British National Formulary chapter, in both monthly open data files and as part of 
the annual Dispenser Payments and Prescription Cost Analysis which was last 
released on 29 September 2020. Information on prescribing in the community is 
available on the Public Health Scotland website. This can be accessed at 
https://www.opendata.nhs.scot/dataset/prescriptions-in-the-community. 

 
 

Jeremy Balfour (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its position is on whether people employed in the funeral 
sector who are required to enter domestic properties, care homes and other 
environments that might see them exposed to the COVID-19 virus should be prioritised 
for access to vaccinations, and by what date it expects all such employees to be (a) 
offered a vaccine and (b) vaccinated. 
 

S5W-33894 
 

Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-34610 on  
25 February 2021. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 
 

Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether funeral directors and crematorium 
staff will be part of the second phase of key workers receiving the COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-33913 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) 
priority list has been updated to include funeral workers who are considered frontline 
funeral operatives and mortuary technicians/embalmers, as they are both at risk of 
exposure and likely to spend a considerable amount of time in care homes and hospital 
settings where they may also expose multiple patients. They are eligible for 
vaccination under category 2 of the JCVI list. 

 

https://www.opendata.nhs.scot/dataset/prescriptions-in-the-community
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the unpaid family care givers of vulnerable individuals, including cancer 
patients, will receive the COVID-19 vaccine and, if so, when. 
 

S5W-33938 
 

Mairi Gougeon: It is essential that vaccination be given to the first priority groups as 
set by the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI), and unpaid 
carers are included. 
 

• Adult unpaid carers aged under 65 and young carers aged 16 and 17 will be 
offered vaccination at the same time as adults with eligible at-risk health 
conditions (under JCVI priority group 6). 

• Unpaid carers aged 65 and over will be offered the vaccine earlier as they are 
included in JCVI priority groups 2-5. 

 
We are using the Carer Act definition of unpaid carers which encapsulates JCVI 
description and goes wider. 

 
 

Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will publish its plan for the provision of second-dose COVID-
19 vaccinations, and what the expected average time will be between the first and 
second doses. 
 

S5W-34349 
 

Jeane Freeman: Our planning assumption is predicated on ensuring everyone that 
receives the first dose will receive their second dose within 12 weeks from the first 
dose. Health boards are prepared and ready with vaccine supply for second doses. 
 
Second doses started on the 29 December last week and will be a feature of the 
programme from now on. 
 
On the basis of the forecast supply information we have received from the UK 
Vaccines Taskforce, we are therefore confident we have adequate supply to support 
delivery. 
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Jeremy Balfour (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-33894 by Jeane 
Freeman, which received a holding response on 22 December 2020, for what reason 
it has not yet provided a substantive answer to the question, and when it plans to do 
so. 
 

S5W-34610 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) 
priority list has been updated to include funeral workers who are considered frontline 
funeral operatives and mortuary technicians / embalmers, as they are both at risk of 
exposure and likely to spend a considerable amount of time in care homes and hospital 
settings where they may also expose multiple patients. They will be eligible for 
vaccination under category 2 of the JCVI list. 

 
 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether members of the public will be able to pay for a COVID-19 vaccine to be 
administered in a pharmacy similar to the way in which a member of the public may 
pay for a flu vaccine to be administered in a pharmacy. 
 

S5W-34423 
 

Jeane Freeman: Those who are entitled to a vaccine will be contacted by their Health 
Board letting them know where they will receive the vaccine and how to book their 
appointment.  
 
NHS Scotland is contacting eligible people by phone or letter to arrange COVID 
vaccination, which is free, and will never ask anyone to share bank details or pay for 
the vaccine. 

 
 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether the advice for key workers who are on the shielding 
list, and who have received their first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine, is that they are 
safe to continue to work. 
 

S5W-34425 
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Jeane Freeman: We advise people on the shielding list, whether or not you've had 
the vaccine, to keep following the extra advice for the level your area is in. If you live 
or work in a lockdown area, our advice is that you should not go to work if you cannot 
work from home, even if you've had the vaccine. 

 
 

Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether different training will be required for 
staff to administer the Pfizer-BioNTech and the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccines. 
 

S5W-34439 
 

Jeane Freeman: Our approach to Covid-19 vaccination training builds on the well-
established National Minimum Standards and Core Curriculum for Immunisation 
Training. 
 
All individuals participating in the vaccination programme require to be trained on the 
specific characteristics of the vaccines they are administering. 

 
 

Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what training is required for current medical 
staff to administer the COVID-19 vaccines. 
 

S5W-34440 
 

Jeane Freeman: Our approach to Covid-19 vaccination training builds on the well-
established National Minimum Standards and Core Curriculum for Immunisation 
Training and is a person-centred approach. 
 
For individuals who are experienced active vaccinators, training need only cover the 
specific characteristics of Covid-19 vaccinations. This is likely to take up to 3.5 hours 
followed by the completion of a short assessment involving a supervisor. Where an 
individual is returning to vaccinations after being inactive for a period of time, their 
training requirements will be informed by a short self-assessment. The appropriate 
training resources can then be accessed according to their individual training needs. 
Individuals with no experience as vaccinators will be required to undertake core 
vaccination training and will require clinical supervision when administering vaccine 
until confident and competent. 

 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2020/10/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework/documents/extra-protection-level-advice-people-highest-risk-coronavirus/extra-protection-level-advice-people-highest-risk-coronavirus/govscot%3Adocument/extra-protection-level-advice-people-highest-risk-coronavirus.pdf
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Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what training is required for retired medical 
staff to administer the COVID-19 vaccines, and what other requirements need to be 
met in order for them to volunteer. 
 

S5W-34441 
 

Jeane Freeman: Our approach to Covid-19 vaccination training builds on the well-
established National Minimum Standards and Core Curriculum for Immunisation 
Training and is a person-centred approach. 
 
Where an individual is returning to vaccinations after being inactive for a period of 
time, their training requirements will be informed by a short self-assessment. The 
appropriate training resources can then be accessed according to their individual 
training needs. Individuals with no experience as vaccinators will be required to 
undertake core vaccination training and will require clinical supervision when 
administering vaccine until confident and competent. 
 
As well as undertaking vaccination training, returning staff will be subject to the 
recruitment and on-boarding procedures of their host Board. We have written to 
Boards requesting that they streamline induction and on-boarding of vaccinators so 
far as possible, including through the adoption of flexible approaches to the delivery 
of induction training and by allowing staff with prior experience the option to self-certify 
that they have completed generic training modules. We have also made clear that all 
possible steps should be taken to streamline the pre-employment check process. 
Arrangements are in place to expedite Protecting Vulnerable Groups (PVG) scheme 
checks for those involved in the programme. 

 
 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what guidance it has published for health visitors regarding 
in-person visits to see new babies under the current COVID-19 restrictions, and what 
its response is to reports that there is a variance across the country in the number of 
home visits that are being made. 
 

S5W-35169 
 

Jeane Freeman: During the unprecedented situation created by Covid-19, NHS 
services have had to adapt, altering service provision and introducing measures to 
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reduce spread of the virus to women, families and staff. In all cases, professional 
judgement will be the driver for determining the level of support required to keep 
individual babies, children and their families safe and well during the pandemic. 
Families with young babies will have the contact details of their midwife and health 
visitor should they need advice. They can also obtain advice via the Parent Club 
website. 
 
On 7 April 2020 the Scottish Government published Coronavirus (Covid 19): Nursing 
and Community Health Staff guidance. The guidance outlined that all face to face visits 
covering children’s services should be risk assessed and take place in accordance 
with health and safety and infection control policies. The guidance included advice on 
prioritisation of care in the community for all professional groups covering children’s 
services. In addition, Professor Fiona McQueen, Chief Nursing Officer and Michael 
Chalmers, Director of Children and Families, Scottish Government wrote to NHS 
Board Chief Executives on 1 February 2021 to ask that they factor in continued 
provision of universal and targeted health services for children in the local planning 
response for Covid-19. 

 
 

Jeremy Balfour (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government by what date it will provide substantive answers to questions 
S5W-33894 and S5W-34610, which received holding responses on 22 December 
2020 and 29 January 2021 respectively. 
 

S5W-35183 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) 
priority list has been updated to include funeral workers who are considered frontline 
funeral operatives and mortuary technicians/embalmers, as they are both at risk of 
exposure and likely to spend a considerable amount of time in care homes and hospital 
settings where they may also expose multiple patients. They are eligible for 
vaccination under category 2 of the JCVI list. 

 
 
 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what priority will be given to foster carers in the roll-out of the COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-34472 
 

https://www.parentclub.scot/
https://www.parentclub.scot/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-nursing-and-community-health-staff-guidance/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-nursing-and-community-health-staff-guidance/
https://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/dl/DL(2021)04.pdf
https://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/dl/DL(2021)04.pdf
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Jeane Freeman: Those who are entitled to a vaccine will be contacted by their Health 
Board letting them know where they will receive the vaccine and how to book their 
appointment. We are adhering to the priority list devised by the Joint Committee of 
Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) who have advised an age-based programme will 
capture those with clinical risk factors as the risk of death is very strongly linked with 
age, more so than any other factor. A number of foster carers may fall into the priority 
risk groups set out by the JCVI; these individuals will receive an invitation to their 
vaccine appointment. 

 
 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether it has a procedure in place to ensure that blind and 
partially sighted people are offered the COVID-19 vaccination at locations close to 
their homes or at their GP surgeries, as opposed to regional hubs, in order to avoid 
travel and the added complications that this involves and, if so, whether it will provide 
details of this procedure. 
 

S5W-34503 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government has emphasised to all Health Board Chief 
Executives, highlighting the importance of resourcing the Covid-19 vaccination 
service, including ensuring individuals contacting them for an appointment are offered 
alternative options for those who are clinically vulnerable and house bound. Individuals 
who are unable to leave their own homes will receive their vaccination at home.  
 
In addition, the Cabinet Secretary has issued a letter to all Chief Executives on 5 
February which refers to the provision of the vaccine for those who need reasonable 
adjustment. The reasonable adjustments can be made via GP surgeries for those in 
need including people who are blind and partially sighted. 
 
Furthermore, the national booking system ensures that all patients are able to attend 
an appointment as quickly as possible and to provide suitable alternatives based on 
their needs. The details for this are provided on every patient appointment letter.  
 

• The booking line number is 0800 0308013 (available 8am to 8pm, 7 days a 
week). 
 

• Additional information is available on NHS Inform 
 
 

https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/infections-and-poisoning/coronavirus-covid-19
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Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will give retail workers priority access to the COVID-19 vaccination 
programme. 
 

S5W-34507 
 

Jeane Freeman: Those who are entitled to a vaccine will be contacted by their Health 
Board letting them know where they will receive the vaccine and how to book their 
appointment. We are adhering to the priority list devised by the Joint Committee of 
Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) who have advised an age-based programme will 
capture those with clinical risk factors as the risk of death is very strongly linked with 
age, more so than any other factor. A number of retail workers may fall into the priority 
risk groups set out by the JCVI; these individuals will receive an invitation to their 
vaccine appointment.  

 
 

Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish on a daily basis the 
number of people who have received their (a) first and (b) second dose of COVID-19 
vaccine, broken down by age group. 
 

S5W-34524 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government daily publishes the number of vaccination 
which are administered on its website: 
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): daily data for Scotland - gov.scot (www.gov.scot) 
 
A further analysis of Covid-19 data is also published by the Public Health Scotland 
broken into doses, and age group. 
 
COVID-19 statistical report 17 February 2021 - Data & intelligence from PHS 
(isdscotland.org). 

 
 
 

 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government which of Scotland’s inhabited islands (a) can 
and (b) cannot currently receive a delivery of the Pfizer/BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-daily-data-for-scotland/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/
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S5W-34064 

 
Mairi Gougeon: There are currently no issues with vaccine supply to any of Scotland’s 
Islands. 

 
 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will make further emergency funding available until the end of the financial 
year 2020-21 to support hospices throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, in light of 
reports of the Welsh Government making an additional £3 million available for this 
purpose on top of previously announced emergency funding. 
 

S5W-35118 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 

 
 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the "digital platform to record vaccinations" that it plans to develop, as outlined 
in its draft Budget, will allow for the deployment of an effective and secure health 
passport system as part of its response to COVID-19. 
 

S5W-35136 
 

Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Pauline McNeill (Glasgow ) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the process is for the utilisation of left over COVID-19 vaccines. 
 

S5W-35154 
 

Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Pauline McNeill (Glasgow ) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what process is in place to ensure that those who have received a first dose of the 
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COVID-19 vaccine as a result of using left over supply will receive their follow up 
vaccination at the appropriate time. 
 

S5W-35155 
 

Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Pauline McNeill (Glasgow ) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
it will update the public on progress with the COVID-19 vaccination programme on a 
recurring basis. 
 

S5W-35156 
 

Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 

 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow ) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the rationale is for the COVID-19 vaccination programme timetable, and what its 
response is to reports that members of some frontline groups, including police officers 
and firefighters, have not been given priority grouping. 
 

S5W-35157 
 

Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Pauline McNeill (Glasgow ) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what scope there is to accelerate the COVID-19 vaccination programme. 
 

S5W-35158 
 

Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
 

Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government on how many occasions the COVID-19 
Vaccination Helpline has been unable to reschedule appointments due to faults with 
the booking system, and over which dates these faults occurred. 
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S5W-35162 

 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 

 
 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government how people will be able to provide proof of their COVID-19 
vaccination status should they be asked to do so. 
 

S5W-35171 
 

Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Pauline McNeill (Glasgow ) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what guidance has been produced for GPs regarding the disposal or return of unused 
COVID-19 vaccines. 
 

S5W-35174 
 

Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether frontline retail and supermarket workers will be prioritised in its COVID-19 
vaccination programme. 
 

S5W-35072 
 

Mairi Gougeon: To save lives it is essential that vaccination be given to the first 
priority groups as set by the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI), 
these being residents in a care home for older adults and their carers, people over the 
age of 80, and frontline health and social care workers.  
 
Prioritisation by sector in not being considered for the following reasons:  
 

• Criticality of service is not an indication for priority vaccination because clinical 
risk is the overriding concern. This is influenced most greatly by age, not 
occupation. 
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• Currently there is no sectoral prioritisation of any workers other than frontline 
health and social care workers. This is because we don’t know if the vaccine 
prevents spread, but it does reduce the harm to those most at risk should they 
catch the virus. 

• Individual retail workers will be called forward for vaccination according to their 
position on the priority list, if they are eligible within the JCVI Cohorts regarding 
their age and/or underlying medical conditions (e.g. All individuals aged 16 
years to 64 years with underlying health conditions which put them at higher 
risk of serious disease and mortality). 

 
Decisions to prioritise one population group over another are not taken lightly, nor are 
they straightforward. That is why our prioritisation decisions have been, and will 
continue to be, guided by the independent expert advice from the JCVI. 

 
 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what help it is providing to (a) older and (b) disabled people who need transport 
assistance for COVID-19 vaccinations. 
 

S5W-35077 
 

Mairi Gougeon: Individuals who are unable to leave their own homes will receive their 
vaccination at home. All Health Boards have included their housebound patients within 
their delivery models for each priority group.  
 
The Scottish Government is working with the voluntary and third sector to set up a 
centralised volunteer coordination hub. This will make good use of the locally offered 
support, in particular for deployment at mass vaccination clinics, and to help people 
who need assistance to access local clinics.  
 
We are asking people to attend the appointments they have been allocated if they 
possibly can. They may not necessarily be given an appointment at the centre closest 
to them, as the principle objective is to vaccinate as many people as we possibly can 
as fast as we can. However, if the nature of the person’s condition means that they 
cannot travel at all, Service Now should pass that call to the local health board call 
handlers to arrange a more local solution which would be either at their GP Practice 
or to be vaccinated in their own home if they are housebound. Or individuals can phone 
the national COVID Vaccination Appointment booking number to book an appointment 
at a more convenient location: 0800 030 8013. 
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Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what advice it is giving to cancer patients and other people with immunosuppressed 
conditions in relation to receiving the COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-33939 
 

Mairi Gougeon: The clinical advice is that Individuals with immunosuppression may 
not make a full immune response to vaccination. As there is no evidence on response 
in immunosuppressed individuals there is also no evidence upon which to base advice 
on the optimal timing of delivery. Specialists may advise their patients based on their 
knowledge and understanding of their immune status and likely immune response to 
vaccination, but should also consider the risk from COVID-19 and the patient’s 
likelihood of exposure. 
 
Furthermore, the small number of patients who are about to receive planned 
immunosuppressive therapy should be considered for vaccination prior to 
commencing therapy (ideally at least two weeks before), when their immune system 
is better able to make a response. Where possible, it would also be preferable for the 
2-dose schedule to be completed prior to commencing immunosuppression. This 
would entail offering the second dose at the recommended minimum for that vaccine 
(three or four weeks from the first dose) to provide maximum benefit that may not be 
received if the second dose was given during the period of immunosuppression. 
 
Any decision to defer immunosuppressive therapy or to delay possible benefit from 
vaccination until after therapy should not be taken without due consideration of the 
risks from COVID19 and from their underlying condition. Although the immune 
correlates of protection are currently unknown, post-vaccination testing may be 
considered. Until further information becomes available vaccinated patients with 
immunosuppression should continue to follow advice to reduce the chance of 
exposure. 
 
All these policy decisions are made in light of clinical recommendations.  

 
 

Pauline McNeill (Glasgow ) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what assessment is being made of the quickest ways of rolling out the COVID-19 
vaccination programme. 
 

S5W-34337 
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Mairi Gougeon: We are currently working through groups one to nine of the JCVI's 
prioritisation list and aim to have reached the whole of the JCVI priority list by early 
May. Vaccination of the rest of the adult population will follow thereafter. Prioritisation 
decisions for phase two of the vaccination programme will be influenced by any 
additional clinical considerations and further advice from JCVI. Before making any 
decisions the JCVI will review data on the impact that vaccines have on transmission 
and effectiveness, when considering how to prioritise vaccination amongst the rest of 
the population.  
 
Additional information about vaccine delivery is available from NHS Inform and our 
COVID-19 Deployment plan. 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 
 
 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what its advice is to couples planning weddings in August 
2021, in light of COVID-19 restrictions. 
 

S5W-35123 
 

Ash Denham: The Scottish Government recognises the importance of marriage and 
civil partnership to couples and to society more widely. We appreciate the difficulties 
caused by the restrictions in place and that these may mean a couple has to make 
difficult decisions about their wedding ceremony or civil partnership registration. Our 
priority remains public health. 
 
The First Minister announced on 2 February that the current lockdown, including the 
requirement to stay at home except for essential purposes, needs to remain in place 
until at least the end of February. Our expectation is therefore that the current rules on 
marriages and civil partnerships will not change until at least March. 
 
Where possible, we outline anticipated future changes and set out indicative dates for 
them. Regrettably, the Scottish Government is not able to say now what the position 
will be in August. 
 
There are a number of uncertainties which affect our ability to offer increased 
confidence to couples and the wedding sector for the future, including whether we will 
have suppressed the prevalence of the virus sufficiently, whether there will be 

https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/infections-and-poisoning/coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2020/12/coronavirus-covid-19-vaccine-deployment-plan-2021/documents/coronavirus-covid-19-vaccine-deployment-plan-2021/coronavirus-covid-19-vaccine-deployment-plan-2021/govscot%3Adocument/COVID-19%2Bvaccine%2Bdeployment%2Bplan%2B14%2BJanuary%2B2021.pdf
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sufficient vaccination coverage, whether new variants are also controlled, and 
evidence that vaccines are preventing or limiting transmission. 
 
In December 2020, the First Minister announced a review of the Strategic Framework 
and that she will report the outcome of that review to Parliament. This process will 
ensure that the Framework continues to be fit for purpose and maps out our approach 
for the period ahead in the light of the rapidly evolving situation and the latest available 
evidence. 
 
We continue to keep all the restrictions under close review and we are committed to 
not keeping restrictions in place any longer than is absolutely necessary. 

 
 

Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many (a) legal aid firms and (b) law centres 
it estimates will apply for the Coronavirus Resilience and Recovery Fund for Legal Aid, 
and what the expected average payment will be. 
 

S5W-35152 
 

Ash Denham: The Scottish Government recognise the important role of legal aid 
providers in supporting their clients and the justice system in Scotland, and also 
recognise that some will have encountered financial difficulties as a consequence of 
the Coronavirus pandemic.  
 
That is why we are making up to £9 million available up to 31 March 2021 to legal aid 
businesses and law centres who have had an exceptional reduction in new cases 
starting because of the restrictions in place. Further information on the fund, including 
criteria can be found at - https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-
resilience-and-recovery-fund-for-legal-aid/ 
 
The Scottish Government expects all firms and law centres who may be eligible to 
apply, will do so. The Fund opened for applications on 10 February and as at  
17 February the Scottish Legal Aid Board has received 119 applications. 
 
As grants will be awarded based partly on information which we do not hold, but which 
will be provided to us by firms and law centres as part of the application process, at 
this stage, we cannot estimate what an average payment will be. 
 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-resilience-and-recovery-fund-for-legal-aid/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-resilience-and-recovery-fund-for-legal-aid/
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Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government when the Managed Isolation Welfare Fund will be launched for travellers 
in enforced quarantine; what level of financial support applicants to the fund will be 
able to receive, and when eligible travellers will receive their funding. 
 

S5W-35142 
 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government is actively working with the UK 
Government to ensure that financial support can be provided to eligible travellers. The 
UK system that enables travellers to book managed isolation facilities and pay 
associated fees has been set up at pace and changes need to be made to that system 
in order to waive fees in certain cases. This support will be available as soon as it can 
practically be delivered. 
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First Minister’s Questions selected for answer on 25 February 2021 
 
1. Ruth Davidson: Question to be taken in Chamber. ( S5F-04833 ) 
 
2. Jackie Baillie: Question to be taken in Chamber. ( S5F-04834 ) 
 
3. Willie Rennie: Question to be taken in Chamber. ( S5F-04835 ) 
 
4. Alison Johnstone: Question to be taken in Chamber. ( S5F-04836 ) 
 
7. Rhoda Grant: To ask the First Minister how the risk of COVID-19 transmission 
within Scottish courts is being mitigated, in light of the increase in prisoners testing 
positive within the prison estate. ( S5F-04848 ) 
 
Answers to these and other questions can be found here. 
 
 
Portfolio Questions selected for answer on 25 February 2021 
 
Health and Sport 
 
2. Shona Robison: To ask the Scottish Government what steps it is taking to 
measure and mitigate the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on child and adolescent 
mental health. ( S5O-05058 ) 
 
4. Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government what it is doing to ensure 
that older patients in hospital are receiving the COVID-19 vaccine. ( S5O-05060 ) 
 
6. Finlay Carson: To ask the Scottish Government how many new staff will be 
required to meet the mental health needs of people following the COVID-19 
pandemic. ( S5O-05062 ) 
 
7. Tom Mason: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to reduce the 
backlog of elective surgical procedures that have arisen in the NHS Grampian area 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. ( S5O-05063 ) 
 
 
Answers to these and other questions can be found here. 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04833
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04834
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04835
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04836
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04848
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13153&i=119060
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-05058
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-05060
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-05062
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-05063
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13153&i=119091
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Written questions lodged on 25 February 2021 
 
S5W-35487 Jeremy Balfour: To ask the Scottish Government which "mild to 
moderate" learning disabilities people must have to be eligible for the COVID-19 
vaccination as part of priority group 6, and what analysis it has undertaken to 
determine this. 
S5W-35488 Brian Whittle: To ask the Scottish Government how many episodes of 
venous thromboembolism (VTE) occurred between 1 April 2020 and 1 December 
2020, also broken down by how many were associated with the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
S5W-35492 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government whether any FFP3 
masks that are branded as "Fang Tian" and marked as FT-045, and which the 
Department of Health has advised should be withdrawn due to safety concerns, are 
in use in Scotland. 
S5W-35493 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government what support is in 
place for people with autism or additional support needs, who may require further 
assistance when receiving the COVID-19 vaccine. 
S5W-35494 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government what support is 
being provided during the roll-out of the COVID-19 vaccination programme to people 
who are needle-phobic. 
S5W-35507 Colin Smyth: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an 
update on the impact that the (a) COVID-19 pandemic and (b) public contract with 
the Ferguson Marine for the Hull 801 has had on the delivery of the Ardrossan 
Harbour upgrade project. 
S5W-35521 Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government how it engages 
with people who have lived experienced of long-term COVID-19 symptoms when 
devising support for people with long-COVID. 
S5W-35522 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to 
questions S5W-26493 and S5W-34944 by Claire Haughey on 9 December 2020 and 
11 February 2021 respectively, whether it will provide the same information for 2019-
20. 
S5W-35523 Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government whether people 
living with HIV will be able to access the COVID-19 vaccine through their HIV clinic, 
as is the case in England and Wales. 
S5W-35524 Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government what financial 
support is being provided to English language schools that have had to close as a 
result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35487
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35488
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35492
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35493
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35494
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35507
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35521
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35522
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35523
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35524


31 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S5W-35525 Colin Smyth: To ask the Scottish Government what information it has 
regarding how many people in each week since 4 January 2021 entered Scotland 
from abroad (a) directly and (b) via England. 
S5W-35526 Joan McAlpine: To ask the Scottish Government whether people who 
were rejected by the Close Contact Services Fund or the Newly Self-Employed 
Hardship Fund due to technical errors will be given more time to re-apply, or be able 
to appeal the rejection.  
S5W-35527 Joan McAlpine: To ask the Scottish Government when people who 
were rejected by the Close Contact Fund or Newly Self-Employed Hardship Fund 
due to technical errors will be reconsidered for assistance.  
S5W-35529 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government what guidance it 
has produced regarding offering hospital patients aged (a) 60 to 69, (b) 70 to 79 and 
(c) 80 or over a COVID-19 vaccination prior to discharge, and under what 
circumstances it (i) must and (ii) must not be offered. 
S5W-35530 Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking in response to reports that the mental health of BAME men has been the most 
affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-35543 Mary Fee: To ask the Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body how it 
assesses the Parliament’s cyber security measures to ensure that they are reviewed 
and updated. 
S5W-35545 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether 
significant regional variation in COVID-19 infection rates, such as that between the 
West of Scotland and Lothian, will have a factor on the speed and levels at which 
lockdown is released. 
S5W-35547 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 
corroboration in relation to criminal offences, and whether it is still considering 
abolishing the requirement following Lord Bonomy’s Review of post-corroboration 
safeguards. 
S5W-35548 Neil Bibby: To ask the Scottish Government how it will ensure that 
people with learning disabilities who are living in supported accommodation will 
receive the COVID-19 vaccination as part of priority group 6, and when this group 
will begin to be vaccinated. 
S5W-35549 Dean Lockhart: To ask the Scottish Government what support it plans 
to give to (a) the Trossachs Search and Rescue Team and (b) all other search and 
rescue teams this spring and summer as demand for their services increases 
following the end of COVID-19 restrictions. 
S5W-35551 Dean Lockhart: To ask the Scottish Government what support (a) 
Scottish Enterprise and (b) Scottish Development International offers to companies 
to increase their trade via e-commerce and whether this has been adapted in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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S5W-35552 Dean Lockhart: To ask the Scottish Government what percentage of 
the budget allocated to (a) Scottish Enterprise, (b) Highlands and Islands Enterprise, 
(c) South of Scotland Enterprise and (d) the Scottish National Investment Bank in the 
(i) current and (ii) next financial year will be spent on assisting existing businesses to 
survive the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-35553 Dean Lockhart: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking 
to promote (a) domestic and (b) international routes from Scottish airports to support 
the aviation industry’s recovery after the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-35557 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government what proportion of 
the £120 million Mental Health Recovery and Renewal Fund will be directly invested 
into specialist CAMHS. 
S5W-35558 Willie Coffey: To ask the Scottish Government when it expects to see a 
significant impact on the COVID-19 pandemic-induced backlog of elective surgery 
activity and a return to pre-COVID-19 levels of hospital waiting times, in light of the 
recent announcement of a further £60 million investment in waiting times recovery. 
S5W-35560 Willie Coffey: To ask the Scottish Government when COVID-19 testing 
kits will be supplied to standalone nurseries. 
S5W-35562 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government when theory test 
centres for HGVs and other heavy duty vehicles will be re-opening under the new 
strategic framework,  COVID-19 Scotland’s Strategic Framework Update February 
2021 . 
S5W-35570 Rhoda Grant: To ask the Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body 
what measures have been put in place to allow Members and their staff to pack up 
their offices before the election recess. 
S5W-35574 Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government what data it is 
collecting regarding how the COVID-19 pandemic is affecting the mental health of 
BAME people. 
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