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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Wednesday 24 February 2021 
 
Written questions lodged on 24 February can be found on page 21. 
 
Portfolio Questions relating to COVID-19 on 24 February are included at page 
20 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 24 February) 
 

Government Initiated Questions 
 

George Adam (Paisley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government when care home residents will be able to see close friends and family. 
 

S5W-35500 

Jeane Freeman: We understand the distress that this pandemic has caused for 
people living in care homes and their loved ones. Care home staff have worked 
tirelessly throughout the pandemic to support continued contact between residents 
and their loved ones but these restrictions have been hugely challenging for 
residents, as well as for care home staff and colleagues. 
 
With a wide range of protections now in place that must be maintained and 
rigorously sustained, we can now mitigate the risk to enable safe, indoor visiting from 
early March so that everyone living in adult care homes, no matter their age, health, 
or otherwise, can have meaningful contact with their families and loves ones.  
 
The most recent of these protections is the COVID vaccine with more than 99.9% of 
older care home residents and 95% of staff in those homes now vaccinated with first 
dose. Vaccination sits alongside other protections including infection prevention and 
control measures; testing policy prior to hospital discharge; testing policy for 
community admission; PPE (adequate, available and proper used) testing (all staff, 
others, designated visitors). Additionally, the national picture of coronavirus 
outbreaks in care homes is improving. NRS data shows that deaths from coronavirus 
in care homes have fallen by 62% in the last three weeks. These protections 
combined with an improving picture means that we are now able to support 
meaningful indoor visiting. 
 
Today I have published updated care home visiting guidance ‘Open with Care’ to 
support the return of indoor visiting and ensure that there is meaningful contact 
between care home residents and their loved ones. The revised guidance 
recommends that all care homes should support residents to have up to two 
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designated visitors each with one visit a week for each visitor from early March. 
There will be some care homes that need to put in additional work to satisfy 
themselves they meet all the safety measures - in these cases direct support will be 
provided by national and local partners. 
 
Care homes can access support from local oversight teams who have provided 
ongoing advice and support throughout the pandemic. The Scottish Government is 
providing funding for reasonable additional costs incurred as a result of the 
pandemic, including staffing and non-staffing costs associated with facilitating safe 
visiting in care homes. This is in line with the financial support for social care 
providers guidance, published in December 2020. 
 
Scottish Government also provides funding and support for the provision of personal 
protective equipment (PPE) (extended to June 2021 and under ongoing review) as 
well as care home testing. 
 
The guidance has been developed by the Chief Nursing Officer and Chief Medical 
Officer’s Clinical and Professional Advisory group for Social Care in consultation with 
relatives of care home residents, care home providers, Scottish Care, Directors of 
Public Health, Health and Social Care Partnerships and a range of other partners. 
 
Everyone, including visitors, has a responsibility to ensure that visits take place as 
safely as possible by continuing to follow safety advice. While visiting may 
sometimes still be restricted, for example in the event of an outbreak at a care home, 
the expectation will now be that homes will facilitate regular weekly contact as long 
as certain safety conditions are met. We will then work to continue to gradually 
increase the frequency and duration of contact. Essential visits in cases where there 
is distress, urgency or a need to prevent decline should continue to be supported by 
all care homes compassionately and generously under this guidance. 
 
This is a welcome step forward for residents and their loved ones as well as for care 
home staff. 
 
The Scottish Government will continue working with care home providers, partners 
and relatives to support implementation of the guidance. National and local 
monitoring will take place from the point the guidance is published and support will 
be in place for providers to help them open with care. 
 
The updated guidance can be found here: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-adult-care-homes-visiting-
guidance/. 
 
We also appreciate that for almost everyone, reconnecting will be an emotional time. 
Dedicated advice for care home residents, their friends and relatives will be available 
on www.nhsinform.scot/openwithcare from today. This summarises the new 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-adult-care-homes-visiting-guidance/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-adult-care-homes-visiting-guidance/
http://www.nhsinform.scot/openwithcare
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guidance and the safeguards in place to have meaningful contact as safely as 
possible. 
 
 
Bill Kidd (Glasgow Anniesland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, following the recently announced publication of the revised Strategic 
Framework, whether it will provide an update on the steps being taken to support 
further and higher education and to support students. 
 

S5W-35512 

Richard Lochhead: Our colleges and universities are national assets, providing our 
students with opportunities for personal development and making a critical 
contribution to Scotland’s economic success. They are essential in developing the 
talent, research and innovation to drive our economic recovery. 
 
The revised Strategic Framework, published on 23 February, sets out our initial 
priorities, and an indicative timeframe, for cautiously easing and reviewing 
restrictions and restoring greater normality to our lives, just as quickly as it is safe 
and sustainable to do so.  
 
Education is our priority and although we are operating within these continued 
restrictions we informed colleges and universities on the 23 February that they are 
able to bring back more students, up to a limit of 5% in person learning at any one 
time, whose learning is critical and time-sensitive to them progressing or graduating 
which cannot be delivered remotely or postponed. Importantly, those students on 
work placements, which are essential for our future workforce needs, in areas such 
as health and child care, are able to undertake these placements. We are continually 
reviewing the data to assess when we can consider easing these restrictions even 
further.  
 
We realise these continued constraints remain very challenging. However, they are 
currently necessary to help reduce the impact of Covid. I have said in Parliament 
several times that I am grateful to both staff, students and our institutions for all their 
efforts and I would like to again convey my gratitude and appreciation.  
 
I wish to assure all our students who may be concerned about the implications for 
their education that we are urgently working in partnership with colleges, universities, 
and staff and student representatives to investigate all practical solutions available to 
help and support as many of them as possible complete their courses.  
 
We will endeavour to support any student who may not be able to complete their 
course to the original timescale and we will consider what further financial assistance 
may be required for both learners and their institutions. 
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We are also continuing to work with the sectors on the issues students are facing 
including as part of the Student Hardship Task force, which will assess the impact of 
the Covid-19 pandemic on student hardship and determine if the mechanisms and 
measures currently in place are sufficient. We have already committed additional 
£17 million this year to help alleviate the financial burden and stress facing our 
students, which alongside the additional £5 million for student hardship announced in 
December is now being issued to the sector. For Further Education students, the 
Scottish Government has committed an additional £3 million and this is being 
supplemented with a further £5 million from SFC budgets.  
 
I am also very aware of the mental health and well-being challenges faced by 
students at this time. We have already invested £3.645 million to support our existing 
commitment to introduce more than 80 additional counsellors in colleges and 
universities and have also provided additional funding of £1.32 million for this 
financial year to help students deal with the mental health impacts of the Covid-19 
pandemic.  
 
I can now announce a further £4.4 million of support specifically for our college 
students and staff as they deal with and respond to the Covid-19 pandemic. This 
builds on our Programme for Government investment of £1.9 million to support the 
sector recruit and access additional counsellors and our investment of £1.1 million to 
support colleges to deal with impact of Covid-19 and college student associations to 
provide vital wellbeing services to students.  
 
As plans for the phased return of students develop, I urge all students to keep up to 
date with current advice by visiting the Student Information Scotland website at 
https://www.studentinformation.gov.scot/. Students who are part of the phased return 
and who will be changing households as a consequence, will now be able to book a 
test prior to making that change. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government  
 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when the funding announced in the Winter Plan for Social Protection will be made 
available to people in need of financial support. 
 

S5W-35069 

Aileen Campbell: The First Minister announced the Scottish Government's Winter 
Plan for Social Protection on 30 November 2020, comprising a £100 million package 
of measures to support people and communities over the winter period. 
 
This additional funding has now been made available to local authorities and key 
third sector partners to deliver the enhanced support outlined within the package, 
helping many of the most disadvantaged people to cope with winter weather and the 

https://www.studentinformation.gov.scot/
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economic impact of COVID-19 and Brexit. This is on top of the increased support 
offered through the Scottish Welfare Fund, Discretionary Housing Payments and the 
new Self-Isolation Support Grant. 
 
A breakdown of investment can be found on the Scottish Government website, using 
the following link; 
 
Winter support fund for families and children - gov.scot (www.gov.scot) 
 
As set out in response to S5W-35173 on 12 February 2021, as part of this package 
of support, over 144,128 COVID Winter Hardship Payments, worth a total of  
£14.41 million, have been made for children and young people in receipt of Free 
School Meals on the basis of low income. 
 
All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the Parliament's 
website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 

Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-34977 by Jamie 
Hepburn on 15 February 2021, what support is available for employees who worked 
at stores that have closed permanently. 
 

S5W-35222  
 
Jamie Hepburn: The Scottish Government provides support for individuals affected 
by redundancy through our Partnership Action for Continuing Employment, PACE 
initiative. Despite restrictions in place as a result of the pandemic, we are continuing 
to provide PACE support through the PACE Helpline, Skype, Teams, webinars and 
enhanced online resources. 
 
On 8 October 2020, we launched the £25 million National Transition Training Fund to 
help people aged 25 and over who have lost their jobs or who are at risk of 
redundancy, to develop the skills required to move into sectors with the greatest 
potential for future growth and job opportunities. 
 
We are providing an additional £100 million for targeted employment support and 
training. We have worked closely with Skills Development Scotland and other 
agencies to both re-purpose existing support for individuals and quickly develop a 
range of new programmes and support to address the risk of increased 
unemployment. 
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/news/winter-support-fund-for-families-and-children/
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Gail Ross (Caithness and Sutherland and Ross) (Scottish National Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what impact the COVID-19 pandemic has had on the 
Developing the Young Workforce programme. 
 

S5O-05052  
 
Jamie Hepburn: As with many areas of government policy COVID-19 has resulted 
in changes to the way we have implemented the Developing the Young Workforce 
programme. Since the outset of the pandemic we have prioritised working with 
partners and employers through our network of DYW Regional Groups. 
 
This work has focused on the online delivery of activity to support summer leavers in 
2020 and the creation of E-DYW, the DYW Skills Academy and Scotland’s Biggest 
Parents Evening. 
 
The publication of the report from the Advisory Group on Economic Recovery, Sandy 
Begbie was appointed to lead the Scottish Government’s Young Person’s 
Guarantee. An integral part of this is the roll out of DYW School Coordinators across 
Scotland. These roles are being funded by the Scottish Government and will be 
integral to driving partnerships with education and employers and will be delivered by 
the employer led DYW Regional Groups.  
 

Ministerial Portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government what guidance it has published regarding how dyslexia 
assessments should be managed while pupils are not in school. 
 

S5W-35237  
 
John Swinney: Since the first lockdown in March last year we have worked closely 
with partners to develop continuity in learning guidance. This made clear that local 
authorities and schools should ensure that personalised support is in place to meet 
the needs of children and young people in light of the impact of the Covid-19 
pandemic. This includes the assessment, planning, action and review for individuals’ 
needs and is consistent with the values and principles of getting it right for every 
child, and the provisions of the Additional Support for Learning Act 2004. Further 
guidance was published on 16 February to support the phased return of pupils to 
schools in February to March 2021. 
 
The approach to the identification of dyslexia in children and young people in 
Scotland is an inclusive and collaborative process, which takes place over a period 
of time and should include consultation with teachers, school staff, parents, pupils 
and other relevant agencies when there are concerns about a pupil’s progress. 
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We have provided a range of free professional learning opportunities for teachers 
aimed at supporting practitioners to further develop their knowledge, understanding 
and skills in supporting learners with dyslexia, and reduce barriers to learning. This 
includes the Addressing Dyslexia Toolkit and identification pathway, launched in 
2017, and the Dyslexia and Inclusive Practice online professional learning modules, 
which enable staff to gain professional recognition in this area. 
 
A formal identification of dyslexia is not required in order for pupils to access support 
while learning from home. 
 

Ministerial Portfolio: Finance 
 

Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what discretion local authorities have to reduce or 
suspend business rates where a property has unexpectedly become empty during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-35099  
 
Kate Forbes: Under the Community Empowerment (Scotland) Act 2015, local 
authorities have wide-ranging powers to award bespoke non-domestic rates reliefs 
to reflect local needs and circumstances. This may apply to a sole business, sector 
or area. The relief may be an adaptation of an existing national relief scheme or a 
unique standalone award. 
 
Local authorities are also able to offer discretionary hardship relief to reduce the non-
domestic rates liabilities of ratepayers experiencing sustained hardship. 
 
In addition to local discretionary reliefs, vacant and empty properties may be eligible 
for mandatory empty property relief, which delivers 50% relief for 3 months (for non-
industrial properties) or 100% relief for 6 months (for industrial), and 10% thereafter. 
It also delivers 100% unlimited relief to certain empty properties such as listed 
buildings and properties in administration.  
 
The Scottish Budget 2021-21 also expands a number of reliefs which directly 
respond to the challenge of COVID-19 the non-domestic rates system. This includes 
Fresh Start Relief which now delivers 100% relief to premises that have been 
previously unoccupied for over 6 months and that have a rateable value of up to 
£95,000, and is designed to encourage the reoccupation of previously unoccupied 
properties. 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport  
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many months it will require to vaccinate the general population 
against COVID-19, and what modelling it has carried out to inform this estimate. 
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S5W-34213  

 
Mairi Gougeon: We still intend to offer first doses of vaccination to all the JCVI 
priority groups by the end of May, as our vaccine supply allows. After this initial 
group has been vaccinated, the rest of the population will follow. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many (a) NHS staff and (b) care home (i) residents and (ii) staff 
have received the first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine in each week this has been 
available, broken down by NHS board area. 
 

S5W-34214 

Mairi Gougeon: 1,431,942 people have received the first dose of the Covid 
vaccination in the period 8 December to 8:30 am Sunday 21 February. 
 
It means that we have now given a first dose to almost 1/3 of the adult population.  
 
35,479 people have received the second dose of the Covid vaccination.  
 
You can find a further breakdown of the vaccination statistics at Coronavirus (COVID-
19): daily data for Scotland - gov.scot (www.gov.scot). 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government when frontline NHS workers will receive their second dose of 
the COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-34793  
 
Mairi Gougeon: Those who have received their first dose, will get the second within 
the 12 week period. This approach has been supported by the Scottish Academy of 
Medical Royal Colleges and Faculties as well as including immunology specialists. 
The JCVI and the Scottish Government keep the science related to covid, including 
vaccination, under constant review. 
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will prioritise 
unpaid carers for the COVID-19 vaccine, as set out in the JCVI priority list. 
 

S5W-34868  
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-daily-data-for-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-daily-data-for-scotland/
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Mairi Gougeon: All unpaid carers in Scotland 16 years and over will be offered 
vaccination, and they will start to receive appointments from now.  
 
It is our intention to contact as many unpaid carers as possible to invite them for their 
vaccine appointment.  
 
We will be using data from Social Security Scotland to write out to all carers on the 
relevant benefits. This will apply to those on Carer’s Allowance, Young Carer Grant 
and Child Winter Heating. 
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government when it will issue guidance to 
GPs and vaccination centres regarding the administration of the COVID-19 vaccine 
for unpaid carers, and how this will relate to the guidance for people with underlying 
health conditions. 
 

S5W-34870  
 
Mairi Gougeon: All unpaid carers in Scotland 16 years and over will be offered 
vaccination, and they will start to receive appointments from now. It is our intention to 
contact as many unpaid carers as possible to invite them for their vaccine 
appointment. The Scottish Government will be using data from Social Security 
Scotland to write out to all carers on the relevant benefits. This will apply to those on 
Carer’s Allowance, Young Carer Grant and Child Winter Heating. 
 
The decision on who falls in clinically vulnerable category will be made by local GPs 
and based on the general guidance through the JCVI recommendation. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many of the planned 400,000 COVID-19 vaccine doses to be administered each 
week will be (a) first and (b) second doses. 
 

S5W-34877 

Mairi Gougeon: The public health Scotland provides an overview of first and second 
doses for each vaccines weekly. Please note that this data is dependent on the 
vaccine supply from the UK government.  
 
See the link here: COVID-19 statistical report 17 February 2021 - Data & 
intelligence from PHS (isdscotland.org) 
 
The page 7 provides an information on the total number of vaccination by week, 
vaccine type and dose number.  

https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/
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Fulton MacGregor (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish National Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government what plans it has to review its advice on vitamin D intake 
for (a) the general population and (b) specific groups, in light of reports of recent 
international studies that indicate that it might have a potential role as a mitigation 
measure against COVID-19. 
 

S5W-35297 

Mairi Gougeon: Current advice on vitamin D specifically relates to protecting 
musculoskeletal (bone and muscle) health and is based on the consensus of 
scientific evidence as presented to all UK nations by the Scientific Advisory 
Committee on Nutrition (SACN). 
 
In June 2020, SACN and the National Institute for Health and Care Excellence 
(NICE) published the outcome of their reviews on vitamin D and COVID-19. Both 
found no evidence at that time to support that vitamin D can improve COVID-19 
outcomes. 
 
The SACN rapid review is available at 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attach
ment_data/file/944108/SACN_June2020_VitaminD_AcuteRespiratoryTractInfections.
pdf 
 
The NICE evidence summary was available at https://www.nice.org.uk/advice/es28 
 
In December 2020, NICE, SACN, and Public Health England published updated 
guidance on vitamin D in relation to COVID-19 following a rapid review of recent 
evidence. The guidance states that there is still currently not enough evidence to 
support taking vitamin D solely for the prevention or treatment of COVID-19. It 
reiterates that people should continue to follow advice on vitamin D supplementation 
to maintain bone and muscle health during the COVID-19 pandemic. The NICE 
guideline is available at https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/NG187. The guideline 
replaced the NICE evidence summary. 
 
NICE continues to monitor new evidence published on vitamin D in relation to 
COVID-19 and will review and update the guidance if necessary. 
 
We will continue to be guided by NICE and SACN as the evidence base develops. 
We will review our advice on vitamin D as necessary based on their 
recommendations.  
 
 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/944108/SACN_June2020_VitaminD_AcuteRespiratoryTractInfections.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/944108/SACN_June2020_VitaminD_AcuteRespiratoryTractInfections.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/944108/SACN_June2020_VitaminD_AcuteRespiratoryTractInfections.pdf
https://www.nice.org.uk/advice/es28
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/NG187
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Ross Greer (West Scotland) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government when it will next update the guidance on care home visiting during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-35163  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-35500 on  
24 February 2021. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
steps it is taking to support the safe restart of meaningful indoor visiting at care 
homes, and when it expects this to resume. 
 

S5W-35109  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-35500 on  
24 February 2021. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an update on the 
number of Pfizer/BioNTech COVID-19 vaccination doses that have been delivered to 
Scotland. 
 

S5W-34189  
 
Mairi Gougeon: The Scottish Government has been very clear from day one that 
the pace of our national vaccine programme is dependent on vaccine supply and 
delivery timescales and we continue to work closely across the 4 nations to ensure 
this is as smooth as possible.  
 
We are now in a position to share weekly data about doses allocated and delivered 
to Scotland alongside our other regular published data about the vaccination 
programme. 
 
I am now able to confirm number of doses allocated and delivered to Scotland, as of 
15 February:  
 
•  Total number of doses allocated to Scotland: 1,618,320  
•  Total number of doses delivered to Scotland: 1,520,690  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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This data, together with supporting information, has been published on the Scottish 
Government website, and will be updated weekly. The difference between the doses 
allocated and doses delivered reflects the ongoing ordering and delivery of the 
vaccine from the UK holding centre. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide further information on 
the figure of 130,650 Pfizer/BioNTech COVID-19 vaccination doses in the letter of 16 
December 2020 from the Minister for Public Health, Sport and Wellbeing to MSPs. 
 

S5W-34190  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-34189 on  
24 February 2021. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what advice there is for people with allergies, such as 
to eggs and penicillin, who wish to receive the COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-34893 

Mairi Gougeon: Based on the clinical advice, neither egg nor penicillin allergies are 
contraindications to the COVID-19 vaccine 
 
More general information can be accessed via Covid-19 leaflet here: COVID-19 
vaccination What to expect leaflet (healthscotland.com) 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what its response is to reports that doctors are being paid 
£80 per hour to administer COVID-19 vaccinations compared with £16 per hour for 
nurses carrying out the same role. 
 

S5W-34897  
 
Mairi Gougeon: All staff employed to work on the programme are paid in 
accordance with nationally set terms and conditions and are working to agreed job 
roles, which come with specified rates of pay. 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.healthscotland.com/documents/37391.aspx
http://www.healthscotland.com/documents/37391.aspx
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Independent contractors working on the vaccinations programme are paid a 
sessional rate, this broadly reflects wider market rates for use of those contractor 
groups. The rate is not directly comparable with the hourly rates offered to employed 
staff and bank workers, and represents the total cost for the provision of that session 
by the contractor concerned. 
 
 
Alexander Stewart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask Scottish Government what assessment it has made of Scottish 
Health Survey 2020 data which suggests that 36% of people who smoke report 
smoking more during the COVID-19 lockdown. 
 

S5W-34900  
 
Mairi Gougeon: Initial assessments of the recently published results of the Scottish 
Health Survey 2019 have been undertaken. 
 
These assessments note that, although the downward trend in smoking prevalence 
appears to continue, these particular results are likely to underestimate the true 
prevalence of smoking which during the previous survey stood at 17% of Scottish 
adults. This is due to the response rates in deprived areas being lower than usual, 
even when weighted, as a result of survey restrictions during the pandemic.  
 
Further assessment and future studies will help determine the full impact of COVID-
19 on smoking behaviour.  
 
Quitting smoking is the best thing anyone can do to improve their health. 
 
 
Alexander Stewart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking to encourage people 
to quit smoking during the COVID-19 lockdown. 
 

S5W-34901  
 
Mairi Gougeon: Quitting smoking is the best thing anyone can do to improve their 
health. 
 
Although NHS free smoking cessation services were initially restricted as staff were 
redeployed in the early days of the pandemic, they were back on stream within a few 
weeks – operating between 9am and 5pm each day. Support, advice and 
prescriptions were available from pharmacies and GP practices throughout. 
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Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will prioritise the vaccination of teachers as part of the 
second phase of its COVID-19 vaccination programme. 
 

S5W-34915  
 
Mairi Gougeon: The JCVI’s initial advice is focussed on preventing severe illness 
and loss of life, first and foremost and this is why it focusses on older people and 
health and social care workers.  
 
As we roll out vaccinations in Scotland, initially, there will be a limited supply of 
vaccine available and as such it is crucial we make the best use of what we do 
receive. 
 
Decisions to prioritise one population group over another are not taken lightly, nor 
are they straightforward. That is why our prioritisation decisions have been, and will 
continue to be, guided by the independent expert advice from the Joint Committee 
on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI). 
 
The JCVI priority groups are based on either vulnerability to COVID-19, or on 
interacting with (and therefore possibly spreading to) people who are vulnerable to 
COVID-19. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether it will publish the scientific basis for its decision to 
allow a 12-week gap between the first and second doses of the Pfizer COVID-19 
vaccine; whether it is following the manufacturer’s instructions in this regard and, if 
not, for what reason. 
 

S5W-34852 

Mairi Gougeon: The decision regarding the 12 week gap between the two Covid-19 
doses was made based on the clinical recommendation from the JCVI.  
 
Furthermore, the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) 
also recommends the interval between two doses is likely to have a longer term 
protection.  
 
The scientific recommendations were published here: Statement from the UK Chief 
Medical Officers on the prioritisation of first doses of COVID-19 vaccines - GOV.UK 
(www.gov.uk) 
 
The latest evidence on interval between two doses which outlines the approach for 
maximum protection can also be viewed via the link below:  

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/statement-from-the-uk-chief-medical-officers-on-the-prioritisation-of-first-doses-of-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/statement-from-the-uk-chief-medical-officers-on-the-prioritisation-of-first-doses-of-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/statement-from-the-uk-chief-medical-officers-on-the-prioritisation-of-first-doses-of-covid-19-vaccines
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Coronavirus (COVID-19) - vaccine: letter from the Chief Medical Officer updating on 
the vaccination programme - 1 January 2021 - gov.scot (www.gov.scot) 
 
 
Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the holding answer to question S5W-34507 by Jeane 
Freeman on 26 January 2021, when it will provide a substantive answer, and for 
what reason it has not provided this to date. 
 

S5W-35093  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what steps it is taking to ensure that patients presenting to healthcare settings with 
breathlessness are being assessed for (a) venous thromboembolism and (b) 
pulmonary embolism, in addition to COVID-19. 
 

S5W-35101  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what action it is taking during the COVID-19 lockdown to mitigate the impacts of 
reduced mobility and the subsequent impact this can have on the incidence of 
conditions such as venous thromboembolism and pulmonary embolism. 
 

S5W-35102  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether enhanced community testing will 
take place due to the emergence of new COVID-19 strains. 
 

S5W-35125  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19---vaccine-letter-from-the-chief-medical-officer-updating-on-the-vaccination-programme---1-january-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19---vaccine-letter-from-the-chief-medical-officer-updating-on-the-vaccination-programme---1-january-2021/
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Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether Test and Protect will be scaled up 
due to the emergence of new COVID-19 strains. 
 

S5W-35133  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many of Movianto’s vaccine deliveries 
to GP practices were delivered on time in each week since 7 December 2020, 
broken down by NHS board. 
 

S5W-35134  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how (a) Public Health Scotland, (b) NHS boards and (c) other stakeholders will 
support people seeking asylum who are experiencing difficulty travelling to or 
accessing COVID-19 vaccination sites. 
 

S5W-35141  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what measures (a) Public Health Scotland, (b) NHS boards and (c) other 
stakeholders are taking to ensure that information promoting the COVID-19 vaccines 
is made available to people who are (i) refugees and (ii) seeking asylum and 
addresses fears caused by misinformation, and in what languages the material 
publishing this information will be produced. 
 

S5W-35140  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what discussions (a) Public Health Scotland, (b) NHS boards and (c) other 
stakeholders have had with accommodation providers to ensure access to the 
COVID-19 vaccines for people who are (i) refugees and (ii) seeking asylum. 
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S5W-35139  

 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how it will ensure that all people who are seeking asylum, regardless of immigration 
or asylum support status, will have access to the COVID-19 vaccines. 
 

S5W-35138  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many people who are (a) refugees and (b) seeking asylum are included in each 
COVID-19 vaccination priority group. 
 

S5W-35137  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether any booster COVID-19 vaccination 
programme would run alongside the existing annual flu vaccination programme. 
 

S5W-35132  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what preparations it is making for any 
booster vaccination programme as a result of the emergence of new strains of 
COVID-19. 
 

S5W-35131  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it has required NHS boards to set a 
maximum distance that people should travel to receive their COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-35129  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what provision has been made for people 
who do not have access to a car to access COVID-19 vaccination centres (a) 
nationally and (b) in remote and rural areas. 
 

S5W-35128  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what provisions have been made for people 
with mobility issues to access COVID-19 vaccination centres (a) nationally and (b) in 
remote and rural areas. 
 

S5W-35127  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has made of the 
accessibility of COVID-19 vaccination centres and whether any such assessments 
will be published. 
 

S5W-35126  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what assistance it will provide to vulnerable and low-
income energy customers who may be impacted by the recent lifting of the energy 
price cap. 
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S5W-35191  

 
Paul Wheelhouse: The setting of the gas and electricity price cap is a reserved 
issue that remains with UK Ministers under the provisions of the Scotland Act 1998.  
 
Ofgem, the UK energy regulator, set the levels of this cap and consulted on the 
forthcoming price changes last December. Whilst noting the much of the uplift was 
due to increases in wholesale energy prices, we expressed concerns relating to the 
COVID-19 uplift being included. 
 
In recent months, we have taken action to ensure that appropriate support is 
available for those facing increased household energy bills. We have provided 
additional funding for the Scottish Welfare Fund which can provide crisis grants to 
those in immediate financial need. We also have also provided £20 million to Local 
Authorities to be used flexibly to provide support to those facing financial insecurity, 
including support for fuel costs.  
 
We have also committed £1.6 Billion of Scottish Government funding over the next 5 
years to improve the heating and energy efficiency of Scotland’s homes and non-
domestic buildings. This support delivery of our draft Heat in Buildings Strategy, 
which was published on 5th February and which sets out an ambitious agenda on 
decarbonisation of heating, but with a key focus also on supporting action to address 
fuel poverty. 
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Portfolio Questions selected for answer on 24 February 2021 

Economy, Fair Work and Culture 

5. Edward Mountain: To ask the Scottish Government what the projected impact of 
the COVID-19 pandemic is on the economy of the Highlands for the current financial 
year. (S5O-05045) 

6. Colin Beattie: To ask the Scottish Government how the Scottish National 
Investment Bank will support the economic regeneration of communities when the 
COVID-19 restrictions are lifted. (S5O-05046) 

7. Gillian Martin: To ask the Scottish Government how it will ensure better 
economic resilience in the north east post-COVID-19. (S5O-05047) 

Education and Skills 

1. Johann Lamont: To ask the Scottish Government what additional support it will 
make available to out-of-school care providers experiencing financial difficulties due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. (S5O-05049) 

2. Bill Kidd: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it plans to have with 
colleges and universities regarding the grading process for students who have been 
adversely impacted by recurrent lockdowns in their final year of study. (S5O-05050) 

4. Gail Ross: To ask the Scottish Government what impact the COVID-19 
pandemic has had on the Developing the Young Workforce programme. (S5O-
05052) 

5. Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it has had with 
Orkney Islands Council regarding the reopening of schools. (S5O-05053) 

6. Annie Wells: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an update 
on its plans to help pupils catch up on lost teaching time. (S5O-05054) 

 
Answers to these and other questions can be found here. 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-05045
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-05046
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-05047
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-05049
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-05050
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-05052
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-05052
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-05053
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-05054
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13151&i=119016
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Government initiated questions lodged on 24 February 2021 

S5W-35500 George Adam: To ask the Scottish Government when care home 
residents will be able to see close friends and family. 
S5W-35512 Bill Kidd: To ask the Scottish Government, following the recently 
announced publication of the revised Strategic Framework, whether it will provide an 
update on the steps being taken to support further and higher education and to 
support students. 

Written questions lodged on 24 February 2021 

S5W-35499 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
reopen the Scottish Seafood Business Resilience Fund to support seafood 
processors who are unable to access the new Seafood Producers Resilience Fund. 
S5W-35511 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government when it will allow 
garden centres to reopen, as part of the route map out of lockdown. 
S5W-35513 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government when, under the 
revised COVID-19 strategic framework, masseuses and physiotherapists will be able 
to offer treatments which help with muscular conditions. 
S5W-35517 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government when driving 
lessons will be allowed to resume under the revised COVID-19 strategic framework. 
S5W-35518 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what support it 
will offer the English language tuition industry to reduce the impact of COVID-19 
restrictions. 
 
 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35500
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35512
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35499
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35511
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35513
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35517
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35518
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

