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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Tuesday 23 February 2021. 
 
No Topical Questions were selected for answer on 23 February. 
 
Written questions lodged on 23 February can be found on page 17 of this 
document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 23 February) 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what plans it has to provide financial support to families 
who have higher gas and electricity bills as a result of home-schooling. 
 

S5W-35106  
 
Kevin Stewart: For families who are home-schooling there is a range of support 
available, details of which are provided on the Parent Club Scotland and the 
Parentzone Scotland websites. Most recently the Scottish Government announced a 
new £45 million package of support to help local authorities to provide support to 
schools and families as they deal with the challenges of remote learning during 
lockdown. Councils may use the funding for recruitment of additional staff, additional 
digital devices or to provide additional family support. 
 
We recognise that due to Covid-19, there will be increased financial pressures on 
many households including families who are home-schooling. Since the beginning of 
the pandemic the Scottish Government has been providing support for households 
struggling with their energy bills through a variety of channels. We increased the 
budget for the Scottish Welfare Fund to meet additional demand arising as a 
consequence of Covid-19, as well as providing further funding for Local Authorities to 
be used flexibly to provide support to those facing financial insecurity, including 
support for fuel costs. 
 
Most recently we have distributed £7 million via the Help with Fuel element of the 
Winter Support Programme. This includes £4 million for a Home Heating Support 
Fund administered by Advice Direct Scotland, £2 million to the Scottish Federation of 
Housing Associations for grants to Registered Social Landlords for practical 
initiatives to help tenants struggling to meet their fuel costs this winter and £445,000 
for the Fuel Bank Foundation to help households on prepayment meters, or who rely 
on unregulated fuels like heating oil, who are at risk of self-disconnection. 
 
Furthermore, Home Energy Scotland (HES) is funded by the Scottish Government to 
provide a range of energy related advice services and support to householders in 
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Scotland. HES can make referrals for benefit checks, manage energy supplier 
switching, help with accessing the Warm Home Discount and other financial 
assistance, as well as providing advice on how to use energy in the home more 
efficiently. They can also assess eligibility for the Scottish Government’s energy 
efficiency schemes, which could help make long lasting improvements to home 
heating systems and insulation. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government what assessment it has made of the current requirement for 
teachers in both primary and secondary sectors. 
 

S5W-35193  
 
John Swinney: Each year the Scottish Government undertakes a teacher workforce 
planning exercise in partnership with other educational stakeholders through the 
Teacher Workforce Planning Advisory Group. Statistical modelling and other 
intelligence relating to teacher supply and demand is taken into account.  
 
Information on the projections of teacher numbers can be found at: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/teacher-workforce-planning---2021-exercise-
statistical-model---november-2020/ 
 
The statistical teacher workforce planning model indicates a reduction in primary 
student teachers. However, the Scottish Government has recommended to the 
Scottish Funding Council (SFC) maintaining intakes to initial teacher education (ITE) 
in 2021-22 at 2020-21 levels, 1,934 in primary and 2,136 in secondary. This is on the 
grounds that pressures on Education Recovery from the Covid 19 pandemic may 
require additional teachers in the system moving forward. 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what its position is on reports that some pupils will not 
potentially return to the classroom until mid-April. 
 

S5W-35065  
 
John Swinney: In terms of the order in which we exit lockdown, the Scottish 
Government has always made clear that education should be the priority. In line with 
the advice of the COVID-19 Advisory Group on Education and Children's Issues, the 
first phase of children and young people returning to schools went ahead as planned 
from 22 February. 
 
We will need to monitor the impact of this change very carefully before taking any 
further decisions. The need to properly assess the impact of the new limited return 
means we do not envisage, at this stage, any further return to school before  

https://www.gov.scot/publications/teacher-workforce-planning---2021-exercise-statistical-model---november-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/teacher-workforce-planning---2021-exercise-statistical-model---november-2020/
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15 March. 
 
As we consider these issues, we are of course doing everything we can to ensure 
that schools are as safe as possible for children, and for school staff. The guidance 
on reducing risks in schools, developed in partnership with the Education Recovery 
Group, sets out a range of additional safety mitigations. 
 
To help Local Authorities to implement these measures, we will be providing local 
authorities and schools with an additional £40 million, as part of a wider £100 million 
package to accelerate school recovery. The success of this limited return, and the 
prospect of getting more pupils back later in March, very much depends on all of us 
continuing to abide by the wider restrictions in place. 
 
We are not in a position to state, at this stage, at what point all children and young 
people will be able to return to education settings, as this is dependent on our 
monitoring and assessment of the first phase of pupils returning to school, and the 
wider societal picture in the coming weeks. 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 

 
Richard Leonard (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether home care workers will receive the COVID-19 vaccine at the 
same time as care home workers. 
 

S5W-34003  
 
Mairi Gougeon: The Joint committee on Vaccinations and Immunisations (JCVI) 
initial advice is focussed on preventing severe illness and loss of life, first and 
foremost and this is why it focusses on older people and health and social care 
workers.  
 
Home Care workers are considered Patient facing, Frontline health care staff, and 
are therefore prioritised for a COVID-19 vaccination. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what COVID-19 vaccine uptake rate it is 
aiming to achieve. 
 

S5W-34187  
 
Mairi Gougeon: We aim to have offered everyone within the JCVIs initial priority list 
an opportunity to receive a COVID-19 vaccination by May 2021. Once this initial 
priority list has had the opportunity to receive their vaccinations the rest of the 
population will follow. We aim for a high uptake.  
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Our aim is to vaccinate as many people as possible with both their first and second 
doses, depending on the supply. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its position is on extending the COVID-19 vaccination priority group, “adults 
with Downs Syndrome”, to include adults with other severe and complex learning 
disabilities. 
 

S5W-34201  
 
Mairi Gougeon: All of our decision making in the approach to responding to Covid-
19 is guided by the latest scientific evidence from the Scientific Advisory Group for 
Emergencies (SAGE), advice from Health Protection Scotland and our Interim Chief 
Medical Officer. The Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) 
provides advice on immunisation to all UK Health Departments, including on the 
efficacy and safety of vaccines.  
 
Those with severe learning difficulty are considered clinically vulnerable by the JVCI, 
and are part of cohort 6. This includes all those with severe and complexes learning 
difficulty and not only those with downs syndrome. The JCVIs full list of those who 
are considered clinically vulnerable includes, 
 
•Chronic respiratory disease, including chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 
(COPD), cystic fibrosis and severe asthma  
• Chronic heart disease (and vascular disease)  
• Chronic kidney disease 8  
• Chronic liver disease  
• Chronic neurological disease including epilepsy  
• Down’s syndrome 
• Severe and profound learning disability  
• Diabetes  
• Solid organ, bone marrow and stem cell transplant recipients  
• People with specific cancers  
• Immunosuppression due to disease or treatment  
• Asplenia and splenic dysfunction  
• Morbid obesity  
• Severe mental illness 
 
 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government when care-dependent people who live at home will receive the 
COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-33954  
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Mairi Gougeon: Those who are entitled to a vaccine will be contacted by their 
Health Board letting them know where they will receive the vaccine and how to book 
their appointment.  
 
We are adhering to the priority list devised by the Joint Committee of Vaccination 
and Immunisation (JCVI) who have advised an age-based programme will capture 
those with clinical risk factors as the risk of death is very strongly linked with age, 
more so than any other factor. A number of care-dependent people who live at home 
may fall into the priority risk groups set out by the JCVI; these individuals will receive 
an invitation to their vaccine appointment. 
 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government what consideration it has given to offering the COVID-19 
vaccine to unpaid carers within the same timescale as that for care home and home 
care workers. 
 

S5W-34198  
 
Mairi Gougeon: We greatly value the work of all of Scotland’s carers, particularly 
during this pandemic. To save lives it’s essential that vaccination be given to the first 
priority groups as set by the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation 
(JCVI), and unpaid carers are included. 
 
• Adult unpaid carers aged under 65 and young carers aged 16 and 17 will be 
offered vaccination at the same time as adults with eligible at-risk health conditions 
(under JCVI priority group 6). 
• Unpaid carers aged 65 and over will be offered the vaccine earlier as they are 
included in JCVI priority groups 2-5. 
 
Some unpaid carers will be invited to get their coronavirus vaccine by phone or 
letter, if they are already known to support services, for example, Social Security 
Scotland or a local carer centre. If they are not in contact with a service, they can 
register with their local carer centre. Unpaid carers will also be able to self-refer for 
the Coronavirus vaccine if they are not contacted by phone or letter. Further 
information on this will be available shortly. 
 
 
Ross Greer (West Scotland) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the statistics published by Public Health Scotland on 16 
December 2020, which suggests that teachers are more likely to contract COVID-19 
than the general working-age population, what consideration has been given to the 
prioritisation of school staff in the vaccine roll-out. 
 

S5W-34206 

Mairi Gougeon: The Public Health Scotland Report of record linkage study of 
COVID-19 among Teachers, Healthcare workers and other working-age adults 
(publichealthscotland.scot) does record the increased risk of teaching staff for 

https://www.publichealthscotland.scot/media/2927/report-of-record-linkage-english-december2020.pdf
https://www.publichealthscotland.scot/media/2927/report-of-record-linkage-english-december2020.pdf
https://www.publichealthscotland.scot/media/2927/report-of-record-linkage-english-december2020.pdf
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catching COVID-19, but also confirms that, “Across the whole period teachers were 
at lower risk of both hospitalisation with COVID-19, and of severe COVID-19 
(defined where an individual was admitted to intensive care or died within 28 days of 
testing positive for SARS-CoV-2), than the general population. In the period since 
schools re-opened in August 2020 through to November 2020, there was no 
evidence of a difference in the risk of hospitalisation between teachers and the 
general population and the risk of severe COVID-19 was lower amongst teachers.”  
 
Prioritisation by sector is not being considered for the following reasons: 
 

• Criticality of service is not an indication for priority vaccination because clinical 
risk is the overriding concern. This is influenced most greatly by age, not 
occupation. 

• Currently there is no sectoral prioritisation of any workers other than frontline 
health and social care workers. This is because we don’t know if the vaccine 
prevents spread, but it does reduce the harm to those most at risk should they 
catch the virus. 

• Individual members of the teaching profession will be called forward for 
vaccination according to their position on the priority list, if they are eligible 
within the JCVI Cohorts regarding their age and/or underlying medical 
conditions (e.g. All individuals aged 16 years to 64 years with underlying 
health conditions which put them at higher risk of serious disease and 
mortality). 

 
However, the JCVI list now includes staff directly involved in the direct care of 
children and young people with the most complex additional healthcare needs who 
are clinically vulnerable to severe effects of COVID. They may be at higher risk of 
exposure due to their close contact with those providing health and social care 
support, particularly those with severe neuro-disabilities. They will be eligible under 
category 2 of the JCVI list. This includes staff working in special schools and units, 
and in some cases in mainstream schools. Staff supporting these children will 
undertake roles which will align to the multi-agency educational and care plans for 
these children who are the most clinically vulnerable.  
 
 
Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish its plan to vaccinate people 
(a) overall and (b) in high-risk groups against COVID-19 in the NHS Grampian 
region, and what the timescale will be. 
 

S5W-34255 

Mairi Gougeon: The Scottish Government has published its Deployment Plan which 
sets out how we will work as fast as supplies allow to vaccinate everyone over the 
age of 18 and those aged 16 and 17 who are frontline health and social care 
workers, young carers or have underlying health conditions.  
 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2020/12/coronavirus-covid-19-vaccine-deployment-plan-2021/documents/coronavirus-covid-19-vaccine-deployment-plan-2021/coronavirus-covid-19-vaccine-deployment-plan-2021/govscot:document/COVID-19+Vaccine+Deployment+Plan+13+January+2021.pdf
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As of 14 February, 122,856 individuals had received their first vaccination in the 
Grampian area which is 25.33% of the population. 
 
Weekly updates are published by Public Health Scotland providing more detailed 
breakdowns by groups vaccinated and geography: 
https://publichealthscotland.scot/our-areas-of-work/covid-19/covid-19-data-
andintelligence/covid-19-weekly-report-for-scotland/ 
 
The Scottish Government now publishes daily updates of the cumulative number of 
people receiving their vaccination: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronaviruscovid-19-daily-data-for-scotland/. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
all key workers are being prioritised for COVID-19 vaccination. 
 

S5W-34328  
 
Mairi Gougeon: Some key workers, such as frontline health and care workers, are 
included in the top vaccine priority groups, and already eligible for a vaccine.  
 
The decision is to not prioritise all key workers for the following reasons: 
 
• Criticality of service is not an indication for priority vaccination because clinical 
risk is the overriding concern. This is influenced most greatly by age, not occupation. 
• Currently there is no sectoral prioritisation of any workers other than frontline 
health and social care workers. This is because we don’t know if the vaccine 
prevents spread, but it does reduce the harm to those most at risk should they catch 
the virus. 
• Individual key workers will be called forward for vaccination according to their 
position on the priority list, if they are eligible within the JCVI Cohorts regarding their 
age and/or underlying medical conditions (e.g. All individuals aged 16 years to 64 
years with underlying health conditions which put them at higher risk of serious 
disease and mortality). 
 
Decisions to prioritise one population group over another are not taken lightly, nor 
are they straightforward. That is why our prioritisation decisions have been, and will 
continue to be, guided by the independent expert advice from the JCVI. 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will confirm that in all cases, across all NHS 
boards, frontline health workers will be prioritised for the COVID-19 vaccine ahead of 
other healthcare staff who do not directly come into contact with the virus as part of 
their work. 
 

S5W-34378  

https://publichealthscotland.scot/our-areas-of-work/covid-19/covid-19-data-andintelligence/covid-19-weekly-report-for-scotland/
https://publichealthscotland.scot/our-areas-of-work/covid-19/covid-19-data-andintelligence/covid-19-weekly-report-for-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronaviruscovid-19-daily-data-for-scotland/
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Mairi Gougeon: Health Boards are aware of the need to work within the nationally 
agreed prioritisation schedule to manage the administration of their vaccine supplies. 
This prioritisation will also include a limited number of non-clinical staff who are 
working in COVID-19 red pathways and/or as part of vaccinations teams. This 
includes ancillary staff, such as cleaners, porters, secretaries and receptionists, who 
may have social contact with patients but are not directly involved in patient care.  
 
Some staff may also be prioritised ahead of others for the vaccine due to their age 
and/or underlying medical conditions. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
it will prioritise teachers and education staff in the roll-out of the COVID-19 vaccine, 
and to what extent any additional risks for staff in the provision of education for 
younger aged children and children with additional support needs have been 
factored into its vaccination programme timetable, in light of these risks reportedly 
being comparable to those present in the provision of health and social care. 
 

S5W-34504  
 
Mairi Gougeon: To save lives it is essential that vaccination be given to the first 
priority groups as set by the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation 
(JCVI), these being residents in a care home for older adults and their carers, people 
over the age of 80, and frontline health and social care workers.  
 
Prioritisation by sector in not being considered for the following reasons; 
• Criticality of service is not an indication for priority vaccination because clinical 
risk is the overriding concern. This is influenced most greatly by age, not occupation. 
• Currently there is no sectoral prioritisation of any workers other than frontline 
health and social care workers. This is because we don’t know if the vaccine 
prevents spread, but it does reduce the harm to those most at risk should they catch 
the virus. 
• Individual members of the teaching profession will be called forward for 
vaccination according to their position on the priority list, if they are eligible within the 
JCVI Cohorts regarding their age and/or underlying medical conditions (e.g. All 
individuals aged 16 years to 64 years with underlying health conditions which put 
them at higher risk of serious disease and mortality). 
 
The JCVI list now includes staff directly involved in the direct care of children and 
young people with the most complex additional healthcare needs who are clinically 
vulnerable to severe effects of COVID. They may be at higher risk of exposure due 
to their close contact with those providing health and social care support, particularly 
those with severe neuro-disabilities. They will be eligible under category 2 of the 
JCVI list. This includes staff working in special schools and units, and in some cases 
in mainstream schools. Staff supporting these children will undertake roles which will 
align to the multi-agency educational and care plans for these children who are the 
most clinically vulnerable. 
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Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what consideration it has given to making police officers an immediate 
priority in the roll-out of the COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-34547  
 
Mairi Gougeon: To save lives, it is essential that vaccination be given to the first 
priority groups as set by the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation 
(JCVI), these being residents in a care home for older adults and their carers, people 
over the age of 80, and frontline health and social care workers.  
 
Prioritisation by sector is not bring considered for the following reasons: 
 
• Criticality of service is not an indication for priority vaccination because clinical 
risk is the overriding concern. This is influenced most greatly by age, not occupation. 
• Currently there is no sectoral prioritisation of any workers other than frontline 
health and social care workers. This is because we don’t know if the vaccine 
prevents spread, but it does reduce the harm to those most at risk should they catch 
the virus. 
• Individual police officers will be called forward for vaccination according to 
their position on the priority list, if they are eligible within the JCVI Cohorts regarding 
their age and/or underlying medical conditions (e.g. All individuals aged 16 years to 
64 years with underlying health conditions which put them at higher risk of serious 
disease and mortality). 
 
Decisions to prioritise one population group over another are not taken lightly, nor 
are they straightforward. That is why our prioritisation decisions have been, and will 
continue to be, guided by the independent expert advice from the JCVI. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-33208 by Humza 
Yousaf on 30 November 2020, in light of the cabinet secretary's comment that "as 
we gather data on how vaccines confer immunity, we will explore the potential role of 
immunity passports", whether it will provide an update on its position regarding the 
introduction of so-called health or immunity passports that document people’s 
infection and vaccination status for COVID-19, and what discussions it has had with 
the UK Government regarding their potential use. 
 

S5W-34566  
 
Mairi Gougeon: It is too soon to introduce any form of certification. We need to 
know more about the efficacy of the vaccines, their impact on transmission and the 
length of immunity before it would be safe to introduce a vaccine certificate. 
 
We continue to engage in national and international developments in relation to 
Coronavirus (COVID-19), including on the issue of vaccine certification. These 
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discussions are led by the World Health Organisation and include consideration of 
technical details, ethical and equality issues, and privacy standards. The outcome of 
those discussions will guide our work and decision-making in this area. 
 
 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what consideration it has given to allowing (a) GPs and (b) pharmacies 
to order COVID-19 vaccine supplies directly, bypassing NHS boards. 
 

S5W-34816  
 
Mairi Gougeon: As supply is limited, the current model under which Health Boards 
direct where supply goes is the best approach to ensuring vaccine supply is targeted 
to locations in line with vaccination priorities  
 
• Vaccines are being delivered on a weekly delivery schedule. Every GP 
practice has a weekly order cut-off time and a weekly delivery day. 
• Boards have tried to target practices based on the local practice populations. 
• Our Chief Pharmaceutical Officer wrote on to all GPs on 22 January, 
explaining in more detail the mechanism of supply, ordering and delivery, with 
suggested solutions at local board level that can also assist them. 
• Also, we are in regular contact with boards to ensure GPs have the most up to 
date information on when supply is available and what our expectations are for them. 
 
 
Ross Greer (West Scotland) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what assessment it has made of whether foster carers should be 
prioritised to receive the COVID-19 vaccine during the second phase of the 
vaccination programme. 
 

S5W-34859  
 
Mairi Gougeon: • The evidence based JCVI guidance advises that the single 
greatest risk of mortality from COVID-19 is increasing age, and that the risk 
increases exponentially with age. Additionally the committee considers frontline 
health and social care workers who provide direct care to vulnerable people a high 
priority for vaccination. 
• Currently there is no sectoral prioritisation of any workers other than frontline 
health and social care workers. This is because we don’t know if the vaccine 
prevents spread, but it does reduce the harm to those most at risk should they catch 
the virus. Individual members of your waste management workforce will be called 
forward for vaccination according to their position on the priority list, if they are 
eligible within the JCVI Cohorts (e.g. All individuals aged 16 years to 64 years with 
underlying health conditions which put them at higher risk of serious disease and 
mortality)  
• Decisions to prioritise one population group over another are not taken lightly, 
nor are they straightforward. That is why our prioritisation decisions have been, and 
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will continue to be, guided by the independent expert advice from the Joint 
Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI). 
 
 
Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what guidance it has given to NHS boards in relation to administering 
COVID-19 vaccinations to (a) (i) short- and (ii) long-term hospital in-patients and (b) 
hospital in-patients who have multiple conditions and are considered to be within a 
high-risk group. 
 

S5W-34867  
 
Mairi Gougeon: The Chief Medical Officer, Dr Gregor Smith wrote a letter to all 
Health Boards on 5 February in which he advised all Health boards should seek to 
vaccinate those within eligible JCVI priority cohorts who are in hospital prior to 
discharge, where that cohort is currently receiving vaccination in the community.  
 
Care should be taken to check records for previous history of COVID-19 vaccination, 
confirmation of vaccine should be provided and steps taken to enable a second dose 
as appropriate. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether individuals will be given a choice as to which COVID-19 
vaccine they will receive in circumstances where they have ethical objections to a 
particular vaccine. 
 

S5W-35104  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether older and vulnerable patients at (a) Ayr Hospital and (b) University Hospital 
Crosshouse are receiving the COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-35084  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
help it is providing to (a) older and (b) disabled people who need transport 
assistance for COVID-19 vaccinations. 
 

S5W-35077  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether all adults over the age of 80 with learning disabilities have received the 
COVID-19 vaccine, and what the reasons are for its position on this matter. 
 

S5W-35076  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when (a) adults with learning disabilities who live in care homes and (b) staff who 
work in care homes for adults with learning disabilities will receive the COVID-19 
vaccine. 
 

S5W-35075  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether frontline retail and supermarket workers will be prioritised in its COVID-19 
vaccination programme. 
 

S5W-35072  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what action is being taken to support people with no recourse to public funds to 
receive the COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-35062  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what action is being taken to support people with no fixed address to receive the 
COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-35061  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what action is being taken to support people who have traditionally low engagement 
with the NHS to receive the COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-35060  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what action is being taken to communicate essential information about the COVID-
19 vaccine to people with no recourse to public funds. 
 

S5W-35059  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what action is being taken to communicate essential information about the COVID-
19 vaccine to people with no fixed address. 
 

S5W-35058  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what action is being taken to communicate essential information about the COVID-
19 vaccine to people who have traditionally low engagement with the NHS. 
 

S5W-35057  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many close contacts who have been traced using only an SMS message have 
(a) contacted by Test and Protect for further advice on self-isolation and (b) agreed 
for their details to be passed to the local authority for further support in each week 
since 1 October 2020. 
 

S5W-35056  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many COVID-19 contact tracers are employed by each NHS board, also broken 
down by how many (a) have been hired out with the NHS, (b) are former or 
seconded NHS employees and (c) have been employed through a contract with an 
external organisation. 
 

S5W-35055  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many people have received their (a) first and (b) second dose of the COVID-19 
vaccine, broken down by (i) ethnicity and (ii) Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation 
(SIMD) quintile. 
 

S5W-35053  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many planned COVID-19 vaccination centres are in areas within each Scottish 
Index of Multiple Deprivation (SIMD) quintile. 
 

S5W-35052  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
it considers the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS) to be the 
appropriate body to lead the investigation into care home deaths; what the human 
right implications are of COPFS having this role; what its response is to concerns 
that there might be a conflict of interest, and for what reason it did not appoint an 
independent body/person to carry out this function. 
 

S5W-35211  
 
James Wolffe QC: As Lord Advocate, I am head of the system for the investigation 
of deaths in Scotland, as well as of the system of criminal prosecution. I am, 
accordingly, constitutionally responsible for the investigation of sudden, unexpected, 
and unexplained deaths in Scotland, as well as for the prosecution of crime. These 
are functions which I exercise independently of any other person.  
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Death investigations are undertaken on my behalf by Procurators Fiscal, who act 
under the direction as required of Crown Counsel. Procurators Fiscal are 
professional lawyers, who act independently in the public interest. Crown Counsel 
are likewise senior lawyers who act independently in the public interest and who are 
responsible for prosecuting the most serious criminal cases and for providing 
instructions to Procurators Fiscal as required.  
 
COPFS has established a Covid Deaths Investigation Team (CDIT), comprising 
COPFS staff who are experience and skilled in death investigations and/or health 
and safety investigations. Among the deaths which require to be reported to CDIT 
are deaths where the deceased was resident in a care home when the virus was 
contracted. CDIT works together with other agencies including the Health and Safety 
Executive, Local Authorities, Care Inspectorate and the Police Service of Scotland. I 
have appointed Crown Counsel to provide direction and instruction to CDIT as 
required. As in all matters with which professional prosecutors deal, they will 
approach the investigation into these deaths with independence and integrity.  
 
I am confident that the arrangements which I have put in place will secure an 
effective and independent investigation of Covid-related care home deaths. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what engagement it has had with airports in Scotland regarding the COVID-19 
quarantine policy, and on what dates it has had meetings with representatives of 
these airports since the start of the pandemic. 
 

S5W-35039  
 
Michael Matheson: Throughout this pandemic, the Scottish Government has had 
regular and extensive engagement with airports, airlines and aviation-related 
stakeholders on a wide range of matters, including quarantine. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it has had any meetings with the wider aviation industry to discuss the 
impact of its policies to tackle COVID-19. 
 

S5W-35040  
 
Michael Matheson: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-35039 on  
23 February 2021. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on 
the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it is carrying out an analysis of what impact the COVID-19 
pandemic has had on the (a) delivery and (b) cost of the A96 dualling project and, if 
so, whether it will publish the findings of this before a decision is made on the East of 
Huntly-Aberdeen route. 
 

S5W-35149  
 
Michael Matheson: Where it is possible to do so, our consultants continue to 
advance design work during the COVID-19 pandemic, whilst complying with current 
restrictions. While we continue to progress as much as we can during this time, there 
have been some delays to progressing some preparatory work due to the pandemic, 
for example essential site surveys. 
 
As such it is likely that there will be some impact on each of the sections comprising 
the A96 Dualling however it is too early to say what that full impact will be. 
 
Following conclusion of route option assessment work, a preferred option for the 
East of Huntly to Aberdeen section was announced in December 2020. A copy of the 
Design Manual for Roads and Bridges Stage 2 Scheme Assessment Report, which 
reports on the outcome of the route option assessment process, is available on the 
Transport Scotland website https://www.transport.gov.scot/publication/dmrb-stage-2-
assessment-report-east-of-huntly-to-aberdeen-a96-dualling/.  
 
The next stage in the design process is to progress the detailed development and 
assessment of the preferred option and during this stage the estimate cost of the 
scheme will continue to be refined and updated as the design becomes more 
developed. Further consultations will also be undertaken as part of this process and 
the vital feedback received will be taken into account as we further develop the 
proposed scheme.  
 
 
 
 

  

https://www.transport.gov.scot/publication/dmrb-stage-2-assessment-report-east-of-huntly-to-aberdeen-a96-dualling/
https://www.transport.gov.scot/publication/dmrb-stage-2-assessment-report-east-of-huntly-to-aberdeen-a96-dualling/
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Written questions lodged on 23 February 2021 

S5W-35451 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide details of each of the business support funding streams it has announced in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic, broken down by how much has been paid out 
by each stream since March 2020. 
S5W-35452 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government how many meetings 
of the Council of Economic Advisors have been held since the beginning of the 
COVID-19 pandemic in March 2020, broken down by (a) how many and (b) the 
dates on which the (i) First Minister, (ii) Cabinet Secretary for Finance and (iii) 
Cabinet Secretary for Economy, Fair Work and Culture attended. 
S5W-35457 Mark Griffin: To ask the Scottish Government what work it is 
undertaking to restore face-to-face GP services to the same level as before the 
COVID-19 restrictions. 
S5W-35458 Mark Griffin: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to 
question S5W-34866 by Jeane Freeman on 11 February 2021, what involvement 
ministers had in agreeing and publishing the guidance to GPs that advises practices 
should make every effort to triage all patients by telephone to avoid patients 
presenting at the practice unnecessarily, and what involvement ministers will have in 
reviewing this guidance. 
S5W-35459 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment 
it has made of the demand for adolescent eating disorder services since March 
2020. 
S5W-35460 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government what additional 
resources have been made available (a) nationally and (b) by each NHS board to 
meet any additional demand for adolescent eating disorder services as a result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-35476 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has 
made of the COVID-19 outcomes for blood cancer patients who (a) are and (b) are 
not receiving active treatment, and how this is reflected in vaccine priority groups 
and shielding policy.  
S5W-35477 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to 
support blood cancer patients in priority group 6 for the roll-out of the COVID-19 
vaccination programme, who are not being actively treated and have been advised 
by their consultants to shield. 
S5W-35478 Shona Robison: To ask the Scottish Government what funding has 
been provided to Business Improvement Districts (BIDs) in each local authority 
area since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-35479 Shona Robison: To ask the Scottish Government how it has supported 
the third sector and social enterprise sector since the start of the COVID-19 
pandemic, broken down by the size of organisation in receipt of support. 
S5W-35485 Clare Adamson: To ask the Scottish Government what allowances can 
be made for garden centres and other horticultural businesses to prepare for sowing 
seasonal bedding plants now, in advance of being able to reopen to the public once 
COVID-19 restrictions are lifted. 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35451
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35452
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35457
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35458
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35459
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35460
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35476
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35477
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35478
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35479
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35485
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

