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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Friday 19 February 2021 

Written questions lodged on 19 February can be found on page 5 of this 
document. 

ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 19 February) 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 

Alex Rowley (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many people it estimates will be in youth employment programmes 
by (a) April, (b) summer and (c) the end of 2021. 

S5W-35176 

Fiona Hyslop: Through our additional investment of £60 million in 2020-21 we have 
provided funding for new opportunities, and have also enhanced existing 
opportunities, to support young people in Scotland as part of the Young Person’s 
Guarantee. These opportunities will include up to: 
• 11,000 employability opportunities through local authorities;
• 5,000 places in college;
• 1,400 new apprentice pathways

Further funding of £70 million has been confirmed for 2021-2022 for the Young 
Person’s Guarantee. We will shortly set out further details on how this investment will 
be used to provide additional new opportunities for young people. This is part of 
£125 million funding to support young people, those made redundant, and people 
who have been unemployed for a long time. 

These new additional opportunities will complement our existing provision through 
schools, universities and colleges, our person-centred employability services Fair 
Start Scotland, No One Left Behind and the Employability Fund and third sector 
support such as Discovering Your Potential, Our Future Now and Community Jobs 
Scotland. 

The Scottish Government will also continue to ensure that apprenticeship 
opportunities are open to all by investing through Skills Development Scotland (SDS) 
and the Scottish Funding Council (SFC) to maximise apprenticeship starts, including 
additional investment of £21 million to deliver Foundation and Graduate 
Apprenticeships in colleges and universities. 

Given the uncertainty facing the labour market we are looking to use our investment 
to give local partnerships flexibility to meet local needs and provide coherence with 
DWP programmes. We are working with partners to develop a rigorous 
measurement and evaluation framework to show how the Guarantee is delivering 
this range of different opportunities to support young people. 
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As part of this process, we published the young person’s labour market dashboard 
on 28 January: https://www.gov.scot/publications/young-persons-local-authority-
labour-market-dashboard/ This new, interactive tool has been developed to provide a 
summary of labour market measures for those aged 16 to 24 by local authority area. 
This dashboard, along with the annual Participation Measure produced by Skills 
Development Scotland, will help us to measure uptake and target opportunities and 
support. 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government for what reason the phased return to schooling will take 
place on a national basis, and what consideration it gave to a return based on the 
prevalence of the COVID-19 virus in each local authority area. 
 

S5W-35011  
 
John Swinney: Decisions around the phased return to in-school learning continue to 
be based upon scientific data and evidence on the prevalence and transmission of 
the virus. This, in line with the four harms methodology, is balanced alongside wider 
issues of equity and wellbeing. We have been clear that our aim is for all children 
and young people to benefit from in-person provision as soon as it is safe to do so, 
and that this will be prioritised ahead of the easing of restrictions elsewhere in 
society. However, we need to balance this with recognition of the higher levels of 
transmissibility of the new variant, and the need to act carefully so as not to increase 
prevalence either nationally or locally. 
 
We are continuing to discuss plans for the return to in-person provision with the 
Education Recovery Group on a weekly basis. 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has undertaken of the number of 
pupils who are still unable to access remote learning through digital devices at home. 
 

S5W-35170  
 
John Swinney: We have invested £25m to support digital inclusion, which to date 
has delivered over 63,000 devices and almost 12,000 connectivity packages. In total, 
over 70,000 individuals will benefit from this investment. 
 
In addition, we have made a further £45m available to local authorities which can be 
used flexibly to further support digital inclusion where necessary, and to provide 
additional staff or to deliver wider family support measures to support remote 
learning. 
 
Local authorities and schools know their learners and families best. As such, they 
are best placed to identify those leaners who are suffering from digital exclusion, 
drawing on their strengthened understanding of need as a result of engaging with 
families on digital inclusion work to date. 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/young-persons-local-authority-labour-market-dashboard/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/young-persons-local-authority-labour-market-dashboard/
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Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government for what reason private play groups that operate as an 
alternative option to nursery schools will not recommence on 22 February 2021. 
 

S5W-35014  
 
Maree Todd: We are continuing to prioritise the safe opening of schools and Early 
Learning and Childcare. Unregulated activities for children under 12 can continue 
outdoors at this time. We will gradually open up these services, when it is safe to do 
so. 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how it plans to provide alternative methods of protection from COVID-19, other than 
a needle vaccination, for individuals with severe and complex learning disabilities 
who are unable to receive injections. 
 

S5W-34417  
 
Mairi Gougeon: Individuals that require adjustments in order to receive vaccinations 
should contact their Health board and GP, so that specialists who are aware of their 
specific needs may make adjustments best suited to the patient. Appointments may 
be moved to a clinic if this would be a more comfortable setting, and the individual 
may be accompanied by their carer. Information on how to facilitate these 
conversations are available on at NHS inform, in accessible formats. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when 
each group of key workers will be offered a COVID-19 vaccination. 
 

S5W-34329  
 
Mairi Gougeon: The Scottish Government wants to get vaccines to everyone as 
quickly as we can and we hope to reach all the key groups soon. The JCVI’s initial 
advice is focussed on preventing severe illness and loss of life, first and foremost 
and this is why it focusses on older people and health and social care workers. The 
JCVI priority groups are based on either vulnerability to COVID-19, or on interacting 
with (and therefore possibly spreading to) people who are vulnerable to COVID-19. 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how it will administer the COVID-19 vaccine to 
vulnerable people and groups who cannot travel to their GP or other vaccination 
centres. 
 

S5W-34379  
 
Mairi Gougeon: The Scottish Government has emphasised to all Health Board 
Chief Executives the importance of ensuring individuals, who are clinically vulnerable 
or housebound and who are contacting them for an appointment, are offered 
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alternatives options. Individuals who are unable to leave their own homes will receive 
their vaccination at home. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what discussions it has had with the UK Government about the introduction of 
vaccine passports for (a) UK residents and (b) people entering the UK. 
 

S5W-35017  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Willie Rennie (North East Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, by what date it will provide a substantive response to question S5W-
33758, which received a holding answer on 17 December 2020. 
 

S5W-35016  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether the people carrying out the cleaning and 
maintenance of COVID-19 testing centres will be given the same priority as 
healthcare staff for access to vaccinations. 
 

S5W-35009  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what its response is to reports that NHS-funded 
providers of independent advocacy for people with mental health issues, including 
the Dumfries and Galloway Advocacy Service, are not entitled to the Health and 
Social Care Staff Bonus. 
 

S5W-34999  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what percentage of people with cystic fibrosis have 
received their first COVID-19 vaccination. 
 

S5W-34998  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Government initiated questions lodged on 19 February 2021 
 
S5W-35364 Emma Harper: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to 
continue to add new conditions to the shielding list as new evidence arises.  

Written questions lodged on 19 February 2021 

S5W-35324 Edward Mountain: To ask the Scottish Government (a) how many and 
(b) what proportion of people on the transplant list had received their COVID-19 
vaccination by 22 January 2021, and what impact the change in its prioritisation 
policy towards this group had. 
S5W-35345 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government when it anticipates 
people with asthma will be eligible for the COVID-19 vaccine. 
S5W-35348 Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason it 
uses symptomatic COVID-19 testing to establish the rate of positivity, and what 
consideration it has given to using data from sentinel testing. 
S5W-35349 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking in response to reports of a rise in problem gambling during the COVID-19 
lockdown. 
S5W-35354 Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide 
a breakdown of all funding committed specifically towards assisting pupils in catching 
up on lost learning. 
S5W-35356 Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
statement by the Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills on 13 January 2021 
(Official Report, c.17), whether it will provide a breakdown of the £160 million that the 
cabinet secretary said he had already committed for education recovery since the 
start of the COVID-19 pandemic, and what other funding has been committed 
towards this since that date. 
S5W-35360 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government what the COVID-
19 quarantine requirements are for minors who are travelling home to Scotland, and 
whether they can self-isolate at home with their families.  
S5W-35365 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government how many people 
with underlying health conditions are eligible for a COVID-19 vaccination as part of 
JCVI priority group 6, and how this compares with their eligibility for the annual flu 
vaccine.  
S5W-35366 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government how many people in 
each JCVI vaccine prioritisation group are considered to be housebound, and what 
proportion have received their (a) first and (b) second COVID-19 vaccination. 
S5W-35367 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government what advice has 
been given to GPs and vaccinators regarding how to identify people with underlying 
health conditions who are eligible for a COVID-19 vaccination under JCVI priority 
group 6.  
 

  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35364
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35324
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35345
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35348
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35349
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35354
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35356
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35360
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35365
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35366
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35367


6 

Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 

answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 

which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 

asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 

through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 

 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

