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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Wednesday 17 February 2021 
 
Written questions lodged on 17 February can be found on pages 7 and 8. 
 
First Minister’s Questions relating to COVID-19 on 17 February are included at 
page 6. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 17 February) 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 

 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what advice will be made available to families with one 
member who is shielding from COVID-19 and who have children who are expected to 
return to school on 22 February 2021. 
 

S5W-35010 
 

John Swinney: Children from families with someone who is on the shielding list can 
return to schools when they start to re-open. The Chief Medical Officer has not advised 
that those children should stay off school. 
 
A range of previously published evidence has made clear that schools are not high 
risk environments when the appropriate mitigations and safety measures are 
implemented. There is to date no evidence that in-school transmission is a significant 
driver of increasing infection levels. The Scottish Government has issued guidance to 
education authorities and schools on reducing the risks in schools and further 
supplementary guidance on the arrangements for re-opening of schools in January 
2021 which set out further mitigation measures. This includes that all school staff and 
senior pupils who are going into school will be able to get twice-weekly at home tests 
from 22 February. This guidance will continue to the considered and updated as 
necessary in the coming weeks. 
 
Information for parents and carers on the reopening of schools can also be found on 
the Parent Club website: FAQs on Scottish schools reopening | Parent Club 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what its position is on any EIS concerns in regard to 
schools collecting and submitting pupils' literacy and numeracy data this academic 
year. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reducing-the-risks-in-schools/pages/scientific-and-public-health-advice/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-school-re-opening-arrangements-for-january-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-school-re-opening-arrangements-for-january-2021/
https://www.parentclub.scot/articles/faqs-on-scottish-schools-reopening
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S5W-35066 

 
John Swinney: The Scottish Government intends to collect the Achievement of 
Curriculum for Excellence (CfE) levels data in June this year, as planned. This will be 
subject to ongoing suppression of the virus to enable all pupils in P1, P4, P7, and S3 
to attend school. The data will provide helpful information on the impact that COVID-
19 has had on attainment and the equity gap. 
 
 
Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what assessment it has made of the financial impact of the pandemic on 
private out-of-school care providers, and what plans it has to provide specific support 
to this sector. 
 

S5W-34923 
 

Maree Todd: The Scottish Government has worked closely with local authorities and 
sector representatives to assess and address the financial sustainability of the 
childcare sector through the Working Group on Early Learning and Childcare and 
Childcare Sector Recovery. We are working with the whole childcare sector to 
understand the challenges they face and to establish whether there are reasons why 
the financial support needs for Out of School Care providers may differ to those of the 
rest of the childcare sector. 
 
We have made £22 million in dedicated support available to private and third sector 
day care of children settings, including private out of school care providers, since the 
start of the pandemic. During the current period of restrictions, £3.8 million has been 
made available for grants in each 4 week period, this will total £11.2 million between 
January-March. In view of the reopening of the early learning and childcare sector from 
the 22 February we are considering how best to utilise the one third of the fund 
identified for March to best support those in the sector in greatest need, in particular if 
restrictions continue for school age childcare settings. 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has made of the current financial 
pressures faced by universities due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-34931 
 

Richard Lochhead: We already know that the university sector in Scotland has been 
hit hard by the COVID-19 pandemic. The situation remains dynamic, evolving as time 
goes on and the Scottish Funding Council will continue to monitor the position in order 
to present up-to-date sector information to Scottish Government, universities and the 
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wider public. The most recent analysis (January 2021) suggests that the position is 
improving, with a forecast operating deficit for universities for Academic Year 2020-21 
of round £50m compared to initial analysis in May 2020 of a forecasting operating 
deficit of between £384m and £651m. 
 
Throughout the pandemic we have worked closely with our universities and their 
representative body, Universities Scotland, other stakeholders including trade and 
student unions and through the Further and Higher Education Covid-19 Ministerial 
Leadership Group, to build an understanding of both the immediate and longer term 
impact across teaching, research, staff and student issues. We have sought to act 
quickly and decisively to ensure universities are supported. The result of this is that 
our Higher institutions will receive over £100 million in additional financial support 
directly related to Covid from the Scottish Government across the 2019-20 and 2020-
21 academic years. 
 
We have also engaged regularly with the Scottish Funding Council and via the review 
commissioned by the Minster for Further Education, Higher Education and Science, 
will continue to explore future funding models and options for our university sector that 
will ensure they are viable and sustainable in the long-term. The outputs of the review 
will form an important part of the Government’s thinking on the future strategy for 
tertiary education and university research in Scotland as we look to our Universities to 
be at the heart of recovery, and seek to emerge from this crisis even stronger.  

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport  
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what additional support it can offer to NHS Ayrshire and 
Arran, in light of reports that it is responding to a significant rise in COVID-19 cases 
and staff are having to self-isolate. 
 

S5W-34934 
 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 

 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what consideration it is giving to vaccination by occupational risk as part 
of the second phase of its COVID-19 vaccination programme, as referenced in the 
Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation advice on priority groups dated 30 
December 2020. 
 

S5W-34916 
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Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will prioritise the vaccination of teachers as part of the second 
phase of its COVID-19 vaccination programme. 
 

S5W-34915 
 

Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Alexander Stewart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking to encourage people 
to quit smoking during the COVID-19 lockdown. 
 

S5W-34901 
 

Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Alexander Stewart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask Scottish Government what assessment it has made of Scottish Health 
Survey 2020 data which suggests that 36% of people who smoke report smoking more 
during the COVID-19 lockdown. 
 

S5W-34900 
 

Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what action it will take to support the aviation industry's 
recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-34938 
 

Michael Matheson: We recognise that globally, as well as here in Scotland, the 
aviation industry faces one of the longest recovery periods given the impact of the 
Covid-19 pandemic on route networks. Which is why we have proposed to extend the 
100% non-domestic rates relief for the aviation sector for another year (2021-22). 
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We will continue to work with the aviation industry to identify appropriate support 
packages to mitigate the impacts of Covid on international travel. 
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First Minister’s Questions selected for answer on 17 February 2021 
 
1. Ruth Davidson: Question to be taken in Chamber. ( S5F-04813 ) 
 
2. Jackie Baillie: Question to be taken in Chamber. ( S5F-04814 ) 
 
3. Patrick Harvie: Question to be taken in Chamber. ( S5F-04815 ) 
 
4. Willie Rennie: Question to be taken in Chamber. ( S5F-04816 ) 
 
6. Jamie Greene: To ask the First Minister what additional and urgent measures will 
be taken to ensure that pupils catch up on learning lost as a result of the disruption 
to their education. ( S5F-04825 ) 
 
Answers to these and other questions can be found here. 
 
 

  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04813
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04814
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04815
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04816
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04825
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13130&i=118830
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Written questions lodged on 17 February 2021 
 
S5W-35266 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what public 
awareness campaign it has promoted to increase the uptake of cervical screening 
tests and address disruption as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-35272 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what criteria 
must be met before it will end the policy of managed quarantine in hotels. 
S5W-35273 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what its position 
is on spouses who are returning from travelling overseas to work being exempted 
from managed quarantine in hotels. 
S5W-35274 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what its position 
is on people who can verify that they have being fully vaccinated against COVID-
19 being exempted from managed quarantine in hotels. 
S5W-35275 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether lateral 
flow testing kits will be made available to playgroup staff in time for the return of full 
education in early learning settings. 
S5W-35280 Kenneth Gibson: To ask the Scottish Government what the savings will 
be for each industry sector following the decision to extend the 100% business rates 
relief to the retail, hospitality and leisure sectors for the entirety of 2021-22. 
S5W-35281 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether state aid limits 
will apply to the decision to extend the 100% business rates relief to the retail, 
hospitality and leisure sectors for 2021-22. 
S5W-35285 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-33489 by Jeane Freeman on 16 December 2020, whether 
it will provide an update on what plans it has to provide certification for people who 
have been vaccinated against COVID-19. 
S5W-35286 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-33980 by Jeanne Freeman on 14 January 2021, whether it 
will confirm by what date all people entitled to the £500 bonus for health and social 
care staff will have received their payment. 
S5W-35288 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government, for how long it 
plans to extend the non-domestic rate reduction and eviction ban on commercial 
tenants, which has been introduced in light of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-35291 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has 
to reimburse the travel costs of people who are unable to access public transport to 
attend their COVID-19 vaccination appointments. 
S5W-35294 Sarah Boyack: To ask the Scottish Government what percentage of 
clinically extremely vulnerable people have received a COVID-19 vaccination. 
S5W-35296 Fulton MacGregor: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has 
to introduce routine COVID-19 testing using lateral flow devices for staff and 
volunteers at COVID-19 testing centres and stations. 
S5W-35297 Fulton MacGregor: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has 
to review its advice on vitamin D intake for (a) the general population and (b) specific 
groups, in light of reports of recent international studies that indicate that it might 
have a potential role as a mitigation measure against COVID-19. 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35266
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35272
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35273
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35274
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35275
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35280
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35281
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35285
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35286
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35288
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35291
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35294
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35296
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35297
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S5W-35308 Finlay Carson: To ask the Scottish Government what role it believes 
gardening can play during the COVID-19 pandemic in helping people maintain good 
mental health and wellbeing. 
S5W-35309 Finlay Carson: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to 
reopen garden centres that meet the social distancing guidelines and other 
requirements to deal with the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-35310 Finlay Carson: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason 
garden centres have been closed under the current COVID-19 restrictions when 
other larger retailers that sell garden products and equipment are permitted to 
remain open. 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35308
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35309
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35310
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

