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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Monday 15 February 2021 
 
Written questions lodged on 15 February can be found on page 9 of this 
document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 15 February) 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Constitution, Europe and External Affairs 

 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government how many polling places for the 2021 Scottish election will 
be (a) based in schools and (b) used as COVID-19 vaccination sites, and what 
assessment it has carried out or plans of the safety of these locations. 
 

S5W-34919 

Graeme Dey: Returning Officers are responsible for delivering elections, including the 
operation of polling stations and assessing safety. Decisions on use of locations are 
being made on a case-by-case basis, informed by each Council’s Health and Safety 
assessments, public health advice and using risk assessment tools and guidance for 
electoral professionals produced by the Electoral Management Board for Scotland 
(EMB) and the Electoral Commission. 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 

 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking to support the retail sector during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, including employees of stores closed by the COVID-19 
restrictions. 
 

S5W-34977 

Jamie Hepburn: The Scottish Government recognises the enormous challenges 
facing the retail sector, exacerbated by the direct impact of COVID-19 and the 
restrictions in place to inhibit its spread.  
 
Since the start of the pandemic we have allocated more than £3 billion to support 
businesses – this is more than a third of overall COVID-19 spend, and includes a 
package of 100% non-domestic rates relief for eligible retail premises in 2020-21. 
 
As the prevalence of the virus has increased, so has our support to business, which 
is why we increased support by £225 million in December to reflect the tighter 
restrictions in place. 
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The Strategic Framework Business Fund provides grants of up to £3,000 every four 
weeks for hospitality, retail and leisure businesses that are required by law to close or 
alter their operations in response to regulations introduced to control the spread of 
COVID-19. Retailers required to close in Level 4 are therefore eligible for support 
through this fund, as well as the one-off top-up grant of up to £9000 we announced in 
recognition of the particular challenges facing the sector.   
 
For staff of retailers required to close by law, employers are able to record their 
employees as being on furlough and apply through the Coronavirus Job Retention 
Scheme (CJRS) for a grant to cover 80% of their usual monthly wage up to a cap of 
£2,500. While we welcome the extension until April 2021 we continue to press the UK 
Government of the need to extend the scheme generally, and to extend eligibility to 
employees who started after 1 November 2020. 
 
Through our Local Authority Discretionary Fund, councils can target additional support 
wherever they consider it most effective in the context of their local economy and 
business community. As such they have the option to further support retail in their area 
if they consider it necessary. We recently doubled this fund to £120 million, and 21 
local authority schemes have launched with more coming shortly.  
 
Information on available support can be found on the Find Business Support website.  
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many new contracts it has awarded to companies during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-34959 

Ivan McKee: The Scottish Government has awarded 578 contracts to external 
suppliers during the period of the pandemic. This figure is taken from the Scottish 
Government's contract register for the dates 15 March 2020 to the present  
(9 February 2021). Of these awards, 55 are thought to relate to the pandemic. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
Ross Greer (West Scotland) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to its news release of 11 December 2020, Extra funding for 
student associations, whether it will provide an update on the distribution of the money. 
 

S5W-34881 

Richard Lochhead: On 27 January 2021, the Scottish Funding Council published 
guidance in relation to additional funding of £730,250 in Financial Year (FY) 2020-21 
for college and university students’ associations and unions. This confirmed 
institutional and College Region allocations. 
 
NUS Scotland will receive grant funding of £19,750 to (a) provide advice to student 
associations on the coordination of student association activities; and (b) draft, in 
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consultation with Scottish Funding Council (SFC), an outcomes based report setting 
out how associations have used the additional resources to support students. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what financial support it will offer to newly qualified and 
probationary teachers who are unable to find teaching posts, in order to ensure they 
are retained in the profession. 
 

S5W-35043 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government has provided local authorities with  
£80 million of additional investment in education staff, sufficient for the recruitment of 
around 1,400 additional teachers, and 200 support staff this year.  
 
In addition, a package of £45 million of new funding was announced on 13 January to 
support the delivery of remote learning. This funding is sufficient to employ an 
additional 2,000 teachers during this financial year, and a further £25 million has been 
made available to local authorities to support this to the end of the school year.  
 
The funding is not ring-fenced for a specific group of teachers, and may be used by 
local authorities to recruit additional newly qualified teachers, recently qualified 
teachers and other qualified teachers. 
 
This money is additional to the £160m that we have already committed for education 
recovery since the start of the pandemic. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
light of the commitment by the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport on 7 August 
2020 that over 55s would receive an NHS winter flu vaccination by now, for what 
reason this has reportedly not happened, and when they will receive one. 
 

S5W-34024 

Mairi Gougeon: Jeane Freeman, Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport, on 4 
February, announced details on the continuation of the seasonal flu vaccination 
programme and provided information in regard to Phase 3 (55-59 year olds) receiving 
their flu vaccination.  
 
This can be found here - February - Parliamentary Business : Scottish Parliament 
 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what recent assessment it has made of the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic on the (a) mental and (b) physical health of children and young people. 
 

S5W-35001 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/117025.aspx
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Clare Haughey: We know that the COVID-19 pandemic will have, and has had, had 
a substantial impact on the population. In November 2020, we published an evidence 
summary of the impact COVID-19 has had on children, young people and families. 
This includes the mental and physical health impacts. 
 
We have invested significantly in additional mental health support, including  
£1.1 billion for NHS Boards and Integration Authorities to meet the costs of responding 
to the pandemic. Funding for additional mental health costs is included with the £1.1 
billion allocation, and we expect that to be used to meet those pressures. In addition 
to this funding, in November we announced a further  
£15 million to respond to children and young people’s mental health issues, building 
on our previous investment and commitments. Of this, £11.25 million will be for 
services in response to the pandemic. The remaining £3.75 million will fund new and 
enhanced community mental health and wellbeing services for 5-24 year olds.  
 
We continue to prioritise support for children and young people’s mental health and 
wellbeing in schools and education through actions such as the Mental Health in 
Schools Working Group and the counselling in schools commitment.  
 
We also continue to invest in a range of measures to support children, young people 
and families mental and physical health. This includes providing advice, support and 
signposting on Aye Feel, Parent Club and Clear Your Head. 
 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what action it is taking to monitor and track requests for mental health 
support for children and young people arising from the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 

S5W-35002 

Clare Haughey: Public Health Scotland publish referrals to Child and Adolescent 
Mental Health Services (CAMHS). The most recent publication in December 2020 
covers data for the quarter ending 30 September 2020. These statistics continue to 
inform actions under the Scottish Government’s Mental Health Transition and 
Recovery, published in October 2020.  
 
We want to make sure anyone who has been identified as needing support can access 
services that are appropriate to their needs. CAMHS continue to support children and 
young people in need of specialist support, although there will be adjustments in how 
that is delivered to accommodate coronavirus restrictions. Boards have responded 
creatively to continue to treat significant numbers of children and young people, their 
priority has been to ensure that emergency and urgent cases are seen. CAMH 
services are now working hard to return to previous activity levels and to deal with any 
backlogs that have developed. We see this reflected in the most recent waiting times 
figures - CAMHS activity is higher now than in the same period last year, following a 
decrease during lockdown in the last quarter. 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/report-covid-19-children-young-people-families-october-2020-evidence-summary/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/report-covid-19-children-young-people-families-october-2020-evidence-summary/
https://young.scot/campaigns/national/aye-feel
https://www.parentclub.scot/
https://clearyourhead.scot/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/conditions-and-diseases/mental-health/child-and-adolescent-mental-health-services-camhs-waiting-times/
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We continue to monitor surveys, research and referral rates to provide us with an 
understanding of how children and young people are feeling during the coronavirus 
pandemic to ensure that the right help and support is available. 
 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what mental health support it has offered to children and young people 
in response to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-35003 

Clare Haughey: Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) continue to 
support children and young people in need of specialist mental health support, 
although there will be adjustments in how that is delivered to accommodate 
coronavirus restrictions. Throughout the pandemic, CAMHS staff have been using 
Near Me and are one of the largest health service users in Scotland. Near Me allows 
CAMHS to continue providing services for the most vulnerable children, young people 
and families, while reducing the need for travel and the risks of infection. 
 
We have also provided an additional £15 million to local authorities to respond to 
children and young people’s mental health needs, with a focus on those brought about 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. Of the £15 million, £11.25 million will be for services in 
response to the pandemic and the remaining £3.75 million is funding new and 
enhanced community mental health and wellbeing services for 5-24 year olds. These 
new services will have a focus on prevention, early intervention and the treatment of 
distress. 
 
We continue to prioritise support for children and young people’s mental health and 
wellbeing in schools and education through actions such as the Mental Health in 
Schools Working Group which is developing and delivering new mental health training 
and learning resources, and the counselling in schools commitment.  
 
In addition, Educational Psychologists who work in local authorities are providing 
support, guidance and resources through authority websites, telephone and virtual 
consultations to support vulnerable children, young people and their families. 
 
Furthermore, we continue to invest in a range of measures to support children and 
young people’s mental health. This includes providing enhanced digital resources on 
mental health and wellbeing available via Young Scot’s website and social media, and 
over £1 million to roll out the Distress Brief Intervention (DBI) programme on a national 
basis to those over the age of 16. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what action it is taking to make COVID-19 testing kits 
available to third sector organisations that are in contact with vulnerable people, 
including the Grampian Multiple Sclerosis Therapy Centre. 
 

S5W-35005 
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Mairi Gougeon: As set out in our Clinical and Scientific review of the Testing Strategy, 
the consensus clinical view of the prioritisation of capacity, over and above that 
required to meet symptomatic demand, clinical care requirements and existing 
commitments, is that the focus in any extension of routine regular asymptomatic 
testing should be on protecting those most vulnerable to severe harm. Further details 
of the review can be found here: https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-
19-review-of-testing-strategy-october-2020/ 
 
In line with clinical priorities we have broadened NHS staff testing to include patient 
facing NHS staff in hospitals and expanded care home testing to visiting professionals 
and visitors, care at home staff, personal assistants, staff working in sheltered 
accommodation and housing with multiple occupancies and day services.  
 
As the First Minister outlined to Parliament on 2 February, the next phase of our testing 
expansion will include widening the regular testing of healthcare workers to cover 
primary care workers in patient-facing roles such as general practitioners, dentists, 
optometrists and pharmacists. We also intend to expand the availability of regular 
testing in other health settings such as addiction and mental health services. 
 
Decisions on making testing available to new groups are based on careful 
consideration of the benefits, limitations and operational implications of broadening 
access to testing for those who do not have symptoms. We will continue to keep the 
position on testing under review, in light of relevant health protection advice. 
 
Testing is only one measure of protection against COVID-19, and must be seen 
alongside a strong emphasis on robust infection prevention and control measures, 
including the use of PPE, the extended use of face masks, physical distancing and 
good hygiene. 

 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many people had been tested for COVID-19 at the end of each month since January 
2020, broken down by SIMD (Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation) quintile. 
 

S5W-35050 

Mairi Gougeon: The Scottish Government does not hold specific data on the number 
of people tested for COVID-19 on a monthly basis broken down by Scottish Index of 
Multiple Deprivation quintile, however, the following information is publicly available 
on the Public Health Scotland Covid-19 in Scotland dashboard: 
 
Trends and Demographics 

• 7 day moving average – positive cases in Scotland by deprivation quintile 

• Total – positive cases in Scotland by deprivation quintile 
(Both based on the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation 2020 quintiles) 

 
Cases by Neighbourhood 

• Positive cases broken down by Local Authority and neighbourhood (based on 
Intermediate Zones) 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-review-of-testing-strategy-october-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-review-of-testing-strategy-october-2020/
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Data table 

• Total number of daily tests performed since 28 February 2020 
 
(Available at: COVID-19 Daily Dashboard - PHS COVID-19 | Tableau Public) 

 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether private football coaches are allowed to run outdoor 
group training sessions for the under-12s under the current COVID-19 restrictions. 
 

S5W-35167 

Mairi Gougeon: Organised sport and exercise for under-12s can continue in line with 
workplace and socialising guidance, and sport-specific guidance agreed between the 
Scottish Governing Body of Sport and sportscotland. Sports providers must ensure 
they operate in line with the relevant guidance. 
 
 
Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many prisoners there are in each COVID-19 vaccination priority 
group, also broken down by what proportion has received a first dose. 
 

S5W-34875 

Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many people will receive their second dose of the COVID-19 vaccine by the end of 
May 2021, broken down by week. 
 

S5W-34876 

Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many of the planned 400,000 COVID-19 vaccine doses to be administered each week 
will be (a) first and (b) second doses. 
 

S5W-34877 

Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it will 
ensure that the £500 bonus payment to NHS staff has minimal impact on any (a) 
universal credit and (b) other benefit claims. 
 

S5W-34879 

https://public.tableau.com/profile/phs.covid.19#!/vizhome/COVID-19DailyDashboard_15960160643010/Overview
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Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Written questions lodged on 15 February 2021 

S5W-35207 Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government what evidence on 
vaccination it plans to provide to people who are receiving their COVID-19 
vaccination. 
S5W-35208 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government whether it has a 
planned end date to the current hotel-based quarantine rules. 
S5W-35209 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government what measures are 
in place to support people with the financial costs of quarantining in a hotel. 
S5W-35210 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government at what intervals its 
policy on quarantining for international arrivals will be reviewed. 
S5W-35211 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government whether it considers the 
Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS) to be the appropriate body to 
lead the investigation into care home deaths; what the human right implications are 
of COPFS having this role; what its response is to concerns that there might be a 
conflict of interest, and for what reason it did not appoint an independent 
body/person to carry out this function. 
S5W-35215 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide 
an update on what plans it has to introduce vaccination cards that indicate whether a 
person has received a COVID-19 vaccination. 
S5W-35218 Ross Greer: To ask the Scottish Government whether the COVID-19 
testing for school staff and senior pupils will cover early years' staff, and what the 
reasons are for its position on this matter. 
S5W-35219 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government whether a security 
company has been contracted to work on the international quarantine policy, and, if 
so, (a) which company and (b) how much money it will receive from each person in 
hotel quarantine. 
S5W-35220 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what support is being 
given to help people who have been financially impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic 
pay their energy bills. 
S5W-35223 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 
administering COVID-19 vaccinations to hospital inpatients to avoid them 
missing their scheduled vaccination in the community. 
S5W-35226 Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government what support is 
being provided to student social workers who are unable to obtain placements and 
whose qualification might be delayed because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35207
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35208
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35209
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35210
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35211
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35215
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35218
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35219
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35220
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35223
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35226
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 

answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 

which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 

asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 

through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 

 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

