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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Friday 12 February 2021 
 
Written questions lodged on 12 February can be found on page 6 of this 
document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 12 February) 
 

Government Initiated Questions 
 
George Adam (Paisley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what support has been made available to children from low-income 
households receiving free school meals over the winter period. 
 

S5W-35173  
 
Aileen Campbell: As part of the Winter Plan for Social Protection, Scottish Ministers 
announced a one-off COVID Winter Hardship Payment of £100 for each child 
receiving Free School Meals, on the basis of low income, prior to the winter holidays. 
 
As of 5 February, local authorities have reported that payments have been made to 
144,128 eligible children and young people, totalling over £14.41 million. Scottish 
Ministers will meet the cost of these payments in full and have also provided 
£400,000 of administration funding to councils to support delivery. This payment is in 
addition to continued Free School Meal provision delivered during the October, 
Christmas and February holidays, backed by £6.95 million of investment. 
 
Scottish Ministers have also committed £12.898 million to councils to continue the 
provision of Free School Meals, for children eligible on the basis of low income, 
during the period of online learning in January and February.  
 
Further funding of £4.29 million has also been made available to continue Free 
School Meal alternate provision over the Easter 2021 break – ensuring that eligible 
children and young people continue to be supported. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 
Kenneth Gibson (Cunninghame North) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government when it envisages garden centres will be re-opened. 
 

S5W-35018  
 
Jamie Hepburn: Scotland's Strategic Framework sets out our approach to 
supressing the Covid-19 virus which is based on an assessment of each of the four 
harms and contains the broad measures in place in each of the protection levels. 
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Garden centres can open in any area designated at protection level 3 or below and 
are presently open on some Scottish islands, including Shetland and Orkney. For all 
areas in protection level 4, garden centres are closed but are able to operate a 
permitted collection service and fulfil on-line orders. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether secondary schools have been advised to not hold preliminary exams in the 
current academic year. 
 

S5W-35070  
 
John Swinney: I refer the member to the answers provided to the questions raised 
by Jamie Greene (reference S5W-34940) on 9 February 2021 and Pauline McNeill 
(reference S5W-35019) on 11 February 2021. 
 
All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the Parliament's 
website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what action it is taking to promote the use of reusable face coverings 
and reduce the percentage of people in Scotland using single-use face coverings. 
 

S5W-34910 

Roseanna Cunningham: As part of the wider Managing Our Waste national 
campaign, we partnered with Zero Waste Scotland to create communication material 
encouraging the use of reusable face coverings and appropriate disposal of 
disposable face coverings and gloves. This includes information on how to make 
reusable face coverings and how to clean them. 
 
As part of its wider COVID-19 related communication strategy, Scottish Government 
has created tools, including a video, on how to make your own face covering. Our 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): public use of face coverings guidance includes information 
on how to care for reusable face coverings.  
 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it is ensuring that single-use face coverings are being disposed of 
correctly and safely. 
 

S5W-34911 

Roseanna Cunningham: Scottish Government’s Coronavirus (COVID-19): public 
use of face coverings guidance includes information on the appropriate disposal of 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5RctqmSo2tU&feature=youtu.be
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-public-use-of-face-coverings/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-public-use-of-face-coverings/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-public-use-of-face-coverings/
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face coverings. Additionally, messaging on correct disposal of face coverings is 
available on the Zero Waste Scotland website as part of the wider Managing our 
Waste campaign.  
 
We recognise that Covid-19 has impacted the amount of waste created in Scotland, 
and disposable face coverings contribute to this as they cannot be recycled. 
Therefore, we recommend that members of the public wash and reuse their own 
face coverings. Disposable face coverings should be disposed of in residual (black 
bag) waste or litter bins. 
 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what additional resources it is providing to address littering related to 
single-use face coverings. 
 

S5W-34912  
 
Roseanna Cunningham: As outlined in the answer to S5W-34910 on 12 February 
2021, as part of the wider Managing Our Waste national communication campaign 
we have partnered with Zero Waste Scotland to encourage the appropriate disposal 
of disposable face coverings and gloves.  
 
We are absolutely clear in our messaging, littering of any kind is unacceptable and 
there is no excuse for this behaviour. 
 
We continue to discuss ongoing and future communications in relation to face 
coverings, and wider littering challenges, through our COVID-19 waste sector forum, 
including with Zero Waste Scotland, COSLA, local authorities and SEPA.  
 
All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the Parliament's 
website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what research it has carried out on the most effective message carriers for 
conveying information and advice on (a) COVID-19, (b) the COVID-19 vaccine and 
(c) accessing the NHS during the pandemic. 
 

S5W-34750  
 
Mairi Gougeon: The Scottish Government carries out weekly research with a 
nationally representative sample of approximately 1,000 people on attitudes and 
behaviours relating to COVID-19 and the vaccine.  
 

https://wasteless.zerowastescotland.org.uk/facecoverings
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


4 

In addition, focus groups are conducted on specific topics, including the vaccine and 
accessing the NHS during the pandemic, with a diverse range of groups. This 
research informs all communications. 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government when the national protocols for each COVID-19 
vaccine will be published and communicated to healthcare officials. 
 

S5W-34823  
 
Mairi Gougeon: The protocols for each Covid-19 vaccine have been communicated 
to healthcare officials but an official date of publication has not yet been confirmed. 
 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S5W-34692 by Mairi Gougeon on 2 
February 2021, on what date routine testing for COVID-19 took effect for all hospital 
admissions to (a) emergency departments, (b) acute assessment units, (c) maternity 
units and (d) emergency mental health units. 
 

S5W-35006  
 
Mairi Gougeon: Testing of all emergency admissions commenced from  
30 November with full implementation on 14 December. On all planned medical 
admissions, testing commenced from mid-December. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
workplace testing for COVID-19 is taking place at the Scottish Courts and Tribunal 
Service, given that staff are working in the Sheriff and Supreme courts and are in 
contact with members of the public, and what the reasons are for its position is on 
the matter. 
 

S5W-35026  
 
Mairi Gougeon: Testing is available in Scotland for anyone with COVID symptoms. 
 
As the First Minister announced in her statement of 2 February, we are introducing 
an enhanced asymptomatic testing programme to break chains of transmission, 
support the safe return of essential services, and the safe return to schools. The 
groups included in this part of the Scottish Government’s testing expansion include: 
 
• higher and further education students, 
• school staff and senior phase pupils, 
• early learning and childcare staff, 
• healthcare workers in primary care, 
• hospice staff, 
• other social care setting staff, 
• prison service staff, 
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• emergency service control rooms and NHS24 staff, and, 
• food processing staff and front-facing food distribution staff. 
 
Regular asymptomatic testing for staff at the Scottish Courts and Tribunal Service is 
not currently available. Further expansions to the asymptomatic testing programme 
is kept under constant review in line with clinical and scientific advice. 
 
 
Ross Greer (West Scotland) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what assessment it has made of whether foster carers should be 
prioritised to receive the COVID-19 vaccine during the second phase of the 
vaccination programme. 
 

S5W-34859  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what guidance it has given to NHS boards in relation to administering 
COVID-19 vaccinations to (a) (i) short- and (ii) long-term hospital in-patients and (b) 
hospital in-patients who have multiple conditions and are considered to be within a 
high-risk group. 
 

S5W-34867  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Social Security and Older People 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether car valeting businesses are able to operate within 
indoor business premises under the current COVID-19 restrictions. 
 

S5W-35105  
 
Christina McKelvie: The Coronavirus regulations set out which business premises 
are required to restrict access or to close at level 4. 
 
Car valeting businesses are not currently restricted by the regulations. All 
businesses which continue to operate in level 4 must adhere to the published 
guidance and regulations to reduce the risk of transmission and keep their workforce 
and the public safe. 
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Written questions lodged on 12 February 2021 

S5W-35187 Liam Kerr: To ask the Scottish Government what consideration it has 
given to the prioritisation of taxi drivers for the COVID-19 vaccine, following the 
vaccination of all over-50s and people with underlying health conditions. 
S5W-35189 Alexander Stewart: To ask the Scottish Government whether self-
employed, home-working travel agents are eligible for current COVID-19 support 
schemes, where such agents do not pay business rates and own their own property, 
and what consideration it has given to introducing business support grants for this 
particular group. 
S5W-35190 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government whether third sector 
staff who are not registered with the Care Inspectorate but who are contracted by 
NHS boards and health and social care partnerships to provide care and support to 
clients will receive the £500 payment for health and social care staff. 
 

  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35187
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35189
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35190
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 

answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 

which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 

asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 

through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 

 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

