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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Wednesday 10 February 2021 
 
Written questions lodged on 10 February can be found on pages 8 and 9. 
 
First Minister’s Questions relating to COVID-19 on 10 February are included at 
page 7. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 10 February) 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Government Initiated Questions 

 
David Torrance (Kirkcaldy) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether there are any plans to further develop the Protect Scotland 
app. 
 

S5W-35110  
 
Jeane Freeman: Close to 2 million people have already downloaded Protect 
Scotland, and almost 40,000 users have been advised to self-isolate by the app. 
However, due to the anonymous nature of the app to date those who have only been 
asked to self-isolate via the app – and have not been identified via the traditional 
contact tracing process – have not been able to use the app to provide proof for any 
claim for self-isolation support payments. Following careful consideration from 10 
February we will introduce a mechanism for unique self-isolation certificates to be 
generated. These can be sent to employers or to Local Authorities in support of an 
application for a Self-Isolation Support Grant. 
 
The process being applied is already live in Northern Ireland, has been ratified by the 
UK’s National Cyber Security Centre and is designed to minimise the risk of fraud. 
 
At the same time, following a previous announcement by Apple, we will make Protect 
Scotland available on older iPhones. Members will recall the frustration of many 
users of older iPhones who were unable to use the app. Apple have now made the 
Exposure Notification System available on these older phones, and from  
10 February Protect Scotland will be available for download onto the iPhone 5S and 
iPhone 6. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 
 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government how much funding has been delivered to the 
Connecting Scotland programme from the Winter Support Fund to date, and how 
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many devices have been delivered as a result of that funding to older, disabled and 
socially isolated people. 
 

S5W-34397  
 
Aileen Campbell: The Winter Support Fund was announced on 30 November 2020. 
This included funding to extend the Connecting Scotland programme to 5,000 
socially isolated older or disabled people. 
 
Applications are made by organisations who apply on behalf of usually a number of 
individuals they identify as eligible. The Local Authority and SCVO then assess each 
request to check for eligibility. Approved awards are then distributed by SCVO to the 
applying organisations for onward distribution to individuals recipients. 
 
A first round of applications for up to 2,000 iPads ran from 4 to 18 December, aiming 
for delivery during January. A second round with up to 3,000 iPads ran concurrently 
and closed on 18 January 2020. 
 
Applications received by 18 December have been processed, and deliveries were 
made in January to 70 projects which will provide 883 iPads to individuals. Decisions 
on a number of larger applications were deferred to January to ensure a level playing 
field between smaller and larger organisations as the pre-Christmas Covid measures 
disproportionality affected smaller organisations ability to respond. 
 
Organisations awarded during the second round have started the contracting stage 
and delivery of devices will begin in February once contracting has completed. 
 
All 5,000 devices will be awarded across both application rounds. 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 

 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many volunteer panel members have left 
Children's Hearings Scotland in the last 12 months. 
 

S5W-34806 

Maree Todd: 342 Panel Members left CHS in 2020. This is broadly in line with 
expected retention rates since Children’s Hearings Scotland’s inception in 2013. 
Maintaining panel membership at these levels in the face of the challenges and 
uncertainties posed by the Covid 19 pandemic is testament both to the outstanding 
dedication and commitment of these volunteers and the good wellbeing and other 
support measures put in place by CHS. The following table covers panel member 
leaver numbers since Children’s Hearings Scotland were established. 
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 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

Jan-Mar 73 80 85 146 83 88 75 88 

Apr-
June 78 92 78 80 74 84 71 63 

Jul-Sept 89 99 109 68 90 87 72 124 

Oct-Dec 83 83 114 82 97 77 71 67 

Total 323 354 386 376 344 336 289 342  

 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what its response is to concerns raised by the Institute 
for Fiscal Studies that the long-term closure of schools could lead to a “lost 
generation” of pupils. 
 

S5W-34939  
 
John Swinney: The Institute of Fiscal Studies (IFS) observation report, published on 
1 February, summarises the impact of the pandemic across a range of factors 
including the impact on learners from disadvantaged backgrounds. 
 
Our 2021 budget plans set out more than £127 million in pupil equity funding to go 
towards supporting learners from disadvantaged circumstances and a further £30m 
to support schools to cope with the ongoing effects of Covid.We will continue to 
engage with professional associations, teachers and education experts as we 
develop and refine our recovery plans. Our approach will be guided by a range of 
reports, including the Scottish Government’s Equity Audit (published in January 
2021).  
 
The IFS report itself does not refer to a "lost generation" and the Scottish 
Government does not view the current generation of learners as a lost generation. 
The government will continue to take every necessary step to ensure that all of our 
learners, whatever their background or circumstances, are supported to re-engage 
with their learning and to obtain the knowledge, skills and attributes needed to 
succeed. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport  
 
Alexander Stewart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what its plans are for arranging COVID-19 
vaccines for patient-facing physiotherapists in the private sector and for arranging 
subsequent communications to them on this matter. 
 

S5W-34768 

Mairi Gougeon: The Scottish Government also has issued a letter on 28 January 
2020 which provides a pathway for all the Allied Health Professional (AHPs) 
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including the patient-facing physiotherapists to be prioritised during the first phase of 
the Covid-19 vaccination roll out programme.  
 
The letter provides detail for Third and Independent sector frontline workers to use, 
to consider their eligibility for COVID-19 Vaccination, in line with JCVI prioritisation. 
Contact details are also provided for eligible frontline staff to use to make contact 
with their local health board for vaccine scheduling.  
 
The letter was shared with the all relevant stakeholders such NHS, NSS, Health 
Boards, SG Chief Allied Health Officers, Allied Health Professional Secretariat, and 
the Royal College of Podiatry Chair for onward cascade.  
 
You can also view the letter here: Cabinet Secretary for Commonwealth Games 
Sport Equalities and Pensioners Rights.dot (ccpscotland.org) 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government when care home residents will receive their second dose of the 
COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-34792  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government when frontline NHS workers will receive their second dose of 
the COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-34793  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to consider unpaid carers as priority 
recipients of the COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-34800  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ccpscotland.org/hseu/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2021/01/JCVI-Priority-2-Third-and-Independent-HSC-Staff-Letter-Final-v1.0-_28.01.2021.pdf
http://www.ccpscotland.org/hseu/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2021/01/JCVI-Priority-2-Third-and-Independent-HSC-Staff-Letter-Final-v1.0-_28.01.2021.pdf
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Ministerial portfolio: Social Security and Older People 
 

Ruth Davidson (Edinburgh Central) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has carried out of the 
impact of NHS call centre staff working in their office rather than at home during the 
COVID-19 pandemic on (a) the transmission of the virus and (b) employee safety. 
 

S5W-34873  
 
Christina McKelvie: NHS24 is a critical part of our health service and continue to 
play an important role during the pandemic. The safety of all staff in NHS24 is our 
top priority. 
 
NHS24 have put a considerable amount of effort into ensuring staff safety, including 
acquisition of two additional operational sites to ensure staff are able to maintain 2 m 
distance at all times; robust infection prevention and control systems are in place 
and staff and trade unions have played a key role throughout in both developing the 
approach and ensuring compliance. 
 
NHS Boards have worked very closely with Health Protection Scotland (HPS) 
infection control to develop stringent protocols for use in call centres to help keep all 
staff safe. This includes, implementing social distancing measures, allocating 
individual equipment, headsets, wipes and hand gel as well as a regular programme 
of deep cleaning the call centre sites.  
 
Given their role of ensuring safe and effective triage of patients, using clinical 
supervision where required, frontline call handling is not something which can be 
easily done from the home environment as it could cause major clinical risk. Where 
staff are able to work at home in terms of non-frontline services then they are doing 
so. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what conditions will require to be to met under the current 
COVID-19 restrictions to allow domestic cleaners to return to work. 
 

S5W-34922  
 
Christina McKelvie: The current regulations limit the entry of other people into 
homes for the purpose of the upkeep, maintenance or functioning of the house to 
where the work is essential for that purpose in level 4 of the Strategic Framework. 
These restrictions have been put in place to limit the transmission of the virus. As set 
out in our guidance, essential work includes domestic cleaning in support of a clean 
and safe living environment for people in vulnerable circumstance or living with a 
disability, where as a result of that vulnerable circumstance or disability are unable to 
clean their own home. 
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The Scottish Government is currently reviewing the Strategic Framework. As part of 
this, we will review the content and application of the levels, to ensure that they 
continue to balance Four Harms consequences while pursuing our aim of 
suppressing the virus to the lowest possible level. 
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First Minister’s Questions relating to COVID-19 on 10 February 2021 
 

3. Willie Rennie: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04792) 

4. Patrick Harvie: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04793) 

5. Christine Grahame: To ask the First Minister whether the Scottish Government is 
considering children returning to full-time education during part of the traditional 
summer holiday period. (S5F-04797) 

 

7. Iain Gray: To ask the First Minister how far people should be expected to travel to 
attend a vaccination appointment at a COVID-19 vaccination hub. (S5F-04800) 
 
 
Answers to these and other questions can be found here. 
 
 

  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04792
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04793
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04797
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04800
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13095&i=118537
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Written questions lodged on 10 February 2021 

S5W-34909 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has 
made of how the Supreme Court judgement on the FCA business interruption 
insurance test case will impact on businesses and insurance policies in Scotland. 
S5W-35093 Mark Griffin: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the holding 
answer to question S5W-34507 by Jeane Freeman on 26 January 2021, when it will 
provide a substantive answer, and for what reason it has not provided this to date. 
S5W-35099 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government what discretion local 
authorities have to reduce or suspend business rates where a property has 
unexpectedly become empty during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-35100 Colin Smyth: To ask the Scottish Government whether a timeline has 
been agreed for the resumption of reviews into SIGN guidelines that have been 
paused as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-35101 Colin Smyth: To ask the Scottish Government what steps it is taking to 
ensure that patients presenting to healthcare settings with breathlessness are being 
assessed for (a) venous thromboembolism and (b) pulmonary embolism, in addition 
to COVID-19. 
S5W-35102 Colin Smyth: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking 
during the COVID-19 lockdown to mitigate the impacts of reduced mobility and the 
subsequent impact this can have on the incidence of conditions such as venous 
thromboembolism and pulmonary embolism. 
S5W-35109 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government what steps it is taking to 
support the safe restart of meaningful indoor visiting at care homes, and when it 
expects this to resume. 
S5W-35112 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government how many offers to 
help with COVID-19 diagnostic testing it has received in each month since March 
2020 that it has (a) subsequently taken up and (b) not yet responded to. 
S5W-35114 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government what the average 
time taken has been between it receiving an external offer to help with COVID-19 
diagnostic testing and it responding to the offer. 
S5W-35117 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has 
to (a) increase opportunities for physical activity and (b) open gyms on a limited 
basis for people aged 18 to 25 in order to tackle mental ill health, in light of reports of 
this age group being disproportionately impacted by this issue during the COVID-19 
lockdown restrictions. 
S5W-35125 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government whether enhanced 
community testing will take place due to the emergence of new COVID-19 strains. 
S5W-35126 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it 
has made of the accessibility of COVID-19 vaccination centres and whether any 
such assessments will be published. 
S5W-35127 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government what provisions 
have been made for people with mobility issues to access COVID-19 vaccination 
centres (a) nationally and (b) in remote and rural areas. 
S5W-35128 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government what provision has 
been made for people who do not have access to a car to access COVID-19 
vaccination centres (a) nationally and (b) in remote and rural areas. 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34909
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35093
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35099
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35100
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35101
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35102
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35109
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35112
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35114
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35117
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35125
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35126
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35127
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35128
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S5W-35129 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government whether it has 
required NHS boards to set a maximum distance that people should travel to receive 
their COVID-19 vaccine. 
S5W-35131 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government what preparations it 
is making for any booster vaccination programme as a result of the emergence of 
new strains of COVID-19. 
S5W-35132 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government whether any 
booster COVID-19 vaccination programme would run alongside the existing annual 
flu vaccination programme. 
S5W-35133 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government whether Test and 
Protect will be scaled up due to the emergence of new COVID-19 strains. 
S5W-35134 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government how many of 
Movianto’s vaccine deliveries to GP practices were delivered on time in each week 
since 7 December 2020, broken down by NHS board. 
S5W-35137 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government how many people 
who are (a) refugees and (b) seeking asylum are included in each COVID-19 
vaccination priority group.  
S5W-35138 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government how it will ensure 
that all people who are seeking asylum, regardless of immigration or asylum support 
status, will have access to the COVID-19 vaccines. 
S5W-35139 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions 
(a) Public Health Scotland, (b) NHS boards and (c) other stakeholders have had with 
accommodation providers to ensure access to the COVID-19 vaccines for people 
who are (i) refugees and (ii) seeking asylum. 
S5W-35140 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government what 
measures (a) Public Health Scotland, (b) NHS boards and (c) other stakeholders 
are taking to ensure that information promoting the COVID-19 vaccines is made 
available to people who are (i) refugees and (ii) seeking asylum and addresses fears 
caused by misinformation, and in what languages the material publishing this 
information will be produced. 
S5W-35141 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government how (a) Public Health 
Scotland, (b) NHS boards and (c) other stakeholders will support people seeking 
asylum who are experiencing difficulty travelling to or accessing COVID-19 
vaccination sites. 
 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35129
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35131
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35132
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35133
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35134
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35137
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35138
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35139
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35140
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35141
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

