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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Tuesday 9 February 2021. 
 
Links to Topical Questions and answers relating to COVID-19 on 9 February 
are included at page 6, as are details of an Urgent Question. 
 
Written questions lodged on 9 February can be found on pages 7 and 8 of this 
document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 9 February) 
 

Government Initiated Questions 
 
Stuart McMillan (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it will provide an update on the financial support for 
childminders that it announced on 21 January 2021. 
 

S5W-35068 

Maree Todd: The Deputy First Minister announced a £1m Childminding Business 
Sustainability Fund on the 21 January. Since then we have worked closely with 
stakeholders, including the Scottish Childminding Association and the Unite the 
Union Childminding Branch, to discuss the targeting of this fund to those most in 
need.  
 
Further to those discussions and careful consideration of the challenge of ensuring 
financial support reaches those most in need as quickly as possible, the Scottish 
Government is extending the fund to a total of £3,228,750. This additional funding 
will allow a simpler fund to be established, offering a single rate of grant set at £750 
for every childminder in Scotland registered with the Care Inspectorate.  
 
Further information on the fund is set out on the Scottish Government website, we 
intend to be able to make the grants available to childminders in the coming weeks. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether places of worship will be a priority for reopening at the end of 
the current COVID-19 lockdown period. 
 

S5W-34370 

Aileen Campbell: We appreciate how difficult the latest restrictions are for faith and 
belief communities, coming as they do after what has already been a challenging 
eleven months for everyone. 
 
Our response to the Covid-19 pandemic has always been guided by the principles 
set out in our Framework for Decision Making, and throughout we have sought to 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-support-to-childcare-sector/pages/childminders-financial-support/
https://www.gov.scot/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-scotlands-route-map/#frameworkfordecisionmaking
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reduce broader health, economic and societal harm. We must also focus on the 
necessity to suppress the virus, and this has led to some difficult decisions. The 
latest and perhaps hardest of these decisions in relation to places of worship was the 
First Minister’s announcement, on the 04 January, that at this critical moment in the 
pandemic, rates of transmission in Scotland are such that places of worship could 
not remain open for congregational worship and prayer.  
 
Prior to and since the First Minister’s announcement on 4 January, the National 
Clinical Director and I have separately engaged with Scotland’s faith and belief 
communities, and on Monday 18 January I issued a letter providing reassurance that 
places of worship will be amongst the first sectors to be seriously considered for any 
easing of restrictions. 
 
The transmissibility of the current strain of the Covid-19 virus is now understood to 
be significantly higher than the earlier strain. The risks of catching the virus therefore 
are very real.  
 
On Wednesday 20 January, the Deputy First Minister provided evidence to the 
Scottish Parliament Covid Committee explaining why enhanced restrictions for 
places of worship had been put in place.  
 
In most cases it is difficult to say with any degree of certainty where an individual has 
contracted the virus, however we can look at areas where people interact with one 
another which create opportunities for transmission to occur. We know that 110 
people reported attending a place of worship whilst judged to be infectious in the 
week prior to the introduction of the enhanced level 4 restrictions. For week ending 
10 January the seven day number of new positive cases for places of worship stood 
at 38. Information relating Test and Protect is published online as part of the weekly 
Covid-19 Statistical Report  on the Public Health Scotland website.  
 
Wherever possible the Scottish Government has contributed to the wider four 
nations approach in responding to the pandemic; however Public Health policy is 
devolved and we understand that other parts of the UK have imposed different 
enhanced restrictions, on places of worship. Here in Scotland, we have decided to 
take decisive early measures, in the face of the more transmissible strain of the 
virus. We have reinforced the key message of “stay at home” to reduce physical 
interaction and therefore minimise the risk of spreading the virus. We believe this 
combined with the on-going rollout of the vaccines provides us with the best chance 
in preventing our health services from being overwhelmed, hence saving lives. 
 
Throughout the pandemic we have met weekly with leaders from many different faith 
and belief groups, including representatives from the Bishop’s Conference of 
Scotland and their associated Parliamentary Office, to discuss their concerns about 
the impact of restrictions and to work with them on our guidance around how places 
of worship can be fully reopened safely, when it is judged safe to do so. We know 
from these meetings that both congregational worship and prayer are continuing, 
albeit by virtual means. We have of course provided funding to further increase 
capability for virtual worship and engagement. Important and practical pastoral care 
continues with faith and belief groups able to support vulnerable members of their 

https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/
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communities. We are grateful for this hard work of those faith and belief groups. We 
are also grateful for their ongoing support in the pandemic. 
 
We understand the important role of congregational worship in supporting spiritual 
wellbeing. We know from our stakeholder engagements, how significant it is in 
preventing social isolation and loneliness. That is why until the most recent 
lockdown, in January, that communal worship remained one of few organised 
gatherings permitted in level 4 in Scotland, albeit with a reduced capacity of 20. 
 
We will continue to be guided by the latest Public Health Scotland and clinical advice 
and to work closely with faith group representatives on the scope for removing or 
alleviating restrictions on worship as soon it is considered safe to do so. 
 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will publish the evidence it has received regarding COVID-19 
transmission rates in places of worship, and for what reason it considers this 
transmission rate to be high enough for these venues to be closed under the current 
restrictions. 
 

S5W-34371  
 
Aileen Campbell: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-34370 on  
9 February 2021. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government for what reason its position on places of worship under the current 
COVID-19 situation differs from that of the UK Government, and what its response is 
to reported concerns that, as a result of this, people in Carlisle can attend communal 
worship but people in Gretna cannot. 
 

S5W-34372  
 
Aileen Campbell: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-34370 on  
9 February 2021. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what analysis it has carried out of what benefit communal worship 
during the COVID-19 pandemic can offer to older and isolated people, and what 
impact the closure of places of worship under the most recent restrictions will have 
on people from these groups who had adopted safe and socially-distanced worship 
to help mitigate the negative impacts of the previous lockdown. 
 

S5W-34375  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


4 

Aileen Campbell: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-34370 on  
9 February 2021. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what discussions have taken place with the Bishops' Conference of 
Scotland regarding the closure of places of worship during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-34387  
 
Aileen Campbell: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-34370 on  
9 February 2021. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 

 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an update on whether prelim 
exams will go ahead in March 2021 and, if so, how these will take account of any 
disruption resulting from the long-term school closures. 
 

S5W-34940  
 
John Swinney: Supporting the health and wellbeing of our teachers and lecturers, 
other school and college staff and learners is of paramount importance and we are 
committed to ensuring that learners can be fairly assessed this year. The National 
Qualifications 2021 Group has clarified that there is no expectation that schools or 
colleges hold prelims. It is for schools and colleges to decide on the best 
assessment approaches, and timings, for gathering learner evidence. This approach 
provides local flexibility to plan assessments against local circumstances in these 
unique times. 
 
I am aware that some schools and colleges will already have held prelims, and these 
may contribute towards evidence and teachers’ and lecturers’ determination of the 
provisional results for National Qualifications courses. However, while results from 
prelims which have been held or which are planned can contribute to learner 
evidence, schools and colleges will be drawing on a wider range of evidence in 
arriving at the provisional results for individual learners this year. These results will 
be subject to local and national quality assurance. These provisional results are to 
be submitted to the Scottish Qualifications Authority by the later date of 18 June 
2021.  
 
The priority for schools and colleges at this time should be to maximise learning and 
teaching, and consolidate learning, with final assessments of learner attainment to 
inform the provisional results taking place later in the 2020-21 session. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will publish the advice it received in regard to the 12-week gap between 
receiving the first and second dose of the COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-34778  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what plans it has to manage car parking and social 
distancing requirements at the Edinburgh International Conference Centre when the 
centre becomes a COVID-19 mass vaccination hub. 
 

S5W-34782  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Topical Questions 
 

1. Joan McAlpine: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to figures 
published by the Scottish Learning Disabilities Observatory, which state that people 
with a learning disability are three times more likely to die of COVID-19 and twice as 
likely to experience serious disease. (S5T-02654) 
 
Answers to Topical Questions can be found here. 
 
Urgent Question 
 
1. Willie Rennie: To ask the Scottish Government what the causes were of the 
reported delays at vaccination centres in Fife and Tayside on 8 February, and what 
is being done to ensure that they are not repeated. 
 
The answer to this question, and all supplementaries, can be found here. 
 
 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02654
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13110&i=118648
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13110&i=118673
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Government initiated questions lodged on 9 February 2021 

S5W-35110 David Torrance: To ask the Scottish Government whether there are 
any plans to further develop the Protect Scotland app. 

Written questions lodged on 9 February 2021 

S5W-35052 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government how many planned 
COVID-19 vaccination centres are in areas within each Scottish Index of Multiple 
Deprivation (SIMD) quintile. 
S5W-35053 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government how many people have 
received their (a) first and (b) second dose of the COVID-19 vaccine, broken down 
by (i) ethnicity and (ii) Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation (SIMD) quintile. 
S5W-35055 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government how many COVID-19 
contact tracers are employed by each NHS board, also broken down by how many 
(a) have been hired out with the NHS, (b) are former or seconded NHS employees 
and (c) have been employed through a contract with an external organisation. 
S5W-35056 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government how many close 
contacts who have been traced using only an SMS message have (a) contacted by 
Test and Protect for further advice on self-isolation and (b) agreed for their details to 
be passed to the local authority for further support in each week since 1 October 
2020. 
S5W-35057 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what action is being 
taken to communicate essential information about the COVID-19 vaccine to people 
who have traditionally low engagement with the NHS. 
S5W-35058 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what action is being 
taken to communicate essential information about the COVID-19 vaccine to people 
with no fixed address. 
S5W-35059 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what action is being 
taken to communicate essential information about the COVID-19 vaccine to people 
with no recourse to public funds. 
S5W-35060 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what action is being 
taken to support people who have traditionally low engagement with the NHS to 
receive the COVID-19 vaccine. 
S5W-35061 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what action is being 
taken to support people with no fixed address to receive the COVID-19 vaccine. 
S5W-35062 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what action is being 
taken to support people with no recourse to public funds to receive the COVID-19 
vaccine. 
S5W-35065 Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 
reports that some pupils will not potentially return to the classroom until mid-April. 
S5W-35069 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government when the funding 
announced in the Winter Plan for Social Protection will be made available to people 
in need of financial support. 
S5W-35070 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether secondary 
schools have been advised to not hold preliminary exams in the current academic 
year. 
S5W-35071 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what steps it is taking 
to ensuring that (a) delivery drivers and (b) other door-to-door workers are following 
all COVID-19 safety guidance, including the wearing of face coverings. 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35110
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35052
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35053
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35055
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35056
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35057
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35058
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35059
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35060
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35061
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35062
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35065
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35069
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35070
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35071
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S5W-35072 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether frontline retail 
and supermarket workers will be prioritised in its COVID-19 vaccination programme. 
S5W-35074 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government what is being done to 
(a) prevent suicide and (b) highlight the support available during the COVID-19 
restrictions. 
S5W-35075 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government when (a) adults with 
learning disabilities who live in care homes and (b) staff who work in care homes for 
adults with learning disabilities will receive the COVID-19 vaccine. 
S5W-35076 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether all adults over 
the age of 80 with learning disabilities have received the COVID-19 vaccine, and 
what the reasons are for its position on this matter. 
S5W-35077 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what help it is providing 
to (a) older and (b) disabled people who need transport assistance for COVID-19 
vaccinations. 
S5W-35084 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether older and 
vulnerable patients at (a) Ayr Hospital and (b) University Hospital Crosshouse are 
receiving the COVID-19 vaccine. 
S5W-35085 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government when the Mobile Close 
Contact Services Support Fund will be open for applications. 
S5W-35086 Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government what support it will 
make available to distilleries, in line with the Brewers Support Fund. 
S5W-35098 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether it plans 
to include households with unpaid carers in its COVID-19 extended household 
policy. 
S5W-35104 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government whether individuals 
will be given a choice as to which COVID-19 vaccine they will receive in 
circumstances where they have ethical objections to a particular vaccine. 
S5W-35105 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether car 
valeting businesses are able to operate within indoor business premises under the 
current COVID-19 restrictions. 
S5W-35106 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has 
to provide financial support to families who have higher gas and electricity bills as a 
result of home-schooling. 
S5W-35115 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
outline the timescales for soft play centres to reopen. 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35072
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35074
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35075
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35076
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35077
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35084
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35085
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35086
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35098
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35104
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35105
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35106
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35115
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

