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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Friday 5 February 2021 
 
Written questions lodged on 5 February can be found on pages 13 and 14 of 
this document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 5 February) 
 

Government Initiated Questions 
 
 
George Adam (Paisley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what further financial support will be made available to health and social 
care services in responding to COVID-19 in 2020-21. 
 

S5W-35008 
 
Jeane Freeman: Following the allocation of £1.1 billion to support additional COVID-
19 costs in 2020-21 that was announced on 29 September 2020, the Scottish 
Government is providing further funding of £491 million to NHS Boards and 
Integration Authorities. This takes our total level of support to £1.7 billion, and 
ensures that our frontline services continue to have the funding that they require 
throughout this pandemic. 
 
Details of the funding allocation to NHS Boards and Integration Authorities are set 
out in the following table: 
 

All figures in £ millions Further Covid-19 Funding 

Territorial Boards and HSCPs 
NHS 
Boards 

HSCPs Total 

NHS Ayrshire and Arran 13.0  16.8  29.9  

NHS Borders  2.6  10.6  13.2  

NHS Dumfries and Galloway 9.1  5.4  14.5  

NHS Fife 10.8  12.6  23.3  

NHS Forth Valley (2.2) 13.3  11.1  

NHS Grampian 10.3  17.7  27.9  

NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde 86.3  31.4  117.7  

NHS Highland 13.0  18.1  31.1  

NHS Lanarkshire (4.8) 28.2  23.4  

NHS Lothian  17.7  35.7  53.5  

NHS Orkney 6.5  2.4  8.8  

NHS Shetland 2.1  2.2  4.3  

NHS Tayside  (2.1) 5.6  3.6  

NHS Western Isles  1.1  1.8  2.9  

Total  163.4  201.9  365.4  

National Boards 
NHS 
Boards 

 Total 
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NHS National Services Scotland  12.9   12.9  

NHS Education for Scotland (0.3)  (0.3) 

NHS 24 (0.8)  (0.8) 

Scottish Ambulance Service 0.7   0.7  

NHS Golden Jubilee 2.5   2.5  

Public Health Scotland  (0.1)  (0.1) 

NHS Health Improvement Scotland  0.0   0.0  

The State Hospital  0.0   0.0  

Total  14.8   14.8  

Health and Social Care    Total  

Centrally Held Pandemic Stock   111.0  

Grand total  178.2  201.9  491.1  

 
Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 

 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what financial support it can 
provide to allow community events to be held digitally, in light of them having to be 
cancelled because of COVID-19 restrictions. 
 

S5W-34745  
 
Aileen Campbell: In September 2020, the Scottish Government launched the £40m 
Scottish Government Community and Third Sector Recovery Programme, which 
aims to support community groups, charities, voluntary organisations and social 
enterprises by providing support on planning and implementing changes to help 
adapt to a different social and economic climate as well as providing ongoing crisis 
support. 
 
The Adapt & Thrive strand of the Programme aims to support organisations change 
and adapt following the impact and challenges of Covid 19.  
 
The Communities Recovery Fund strand of the Programme focusses on support for 
delivering community services; which may have had to stop due to Covid 19, be 
experiencing increased demand, or be needed to respond to new challenges.   
 
Organisations can receive tailored, specialist advice, as well as grants and loans, to 
support them to develop a plan so they can operate sustainably. This may mean 
developing new income streams, restructuring the organisation, or changing how 
services are delivered, such as delivering events digitally, in order to allow them to 
continue to have a positive impact in their communities. 
 
Further information on the Community and Third Sector Recovery Programme can 
be found at the following https://scvo.scot/support/coronavirus/funding/scottish-
government/community-recovery 
 
 
 

https://scvo.scot/support/coronavirus/funding/scottish-government/community-recovery
https://scvo.scot/support/coronavirus/funding/scottish-government/community-recovery
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Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide a breakdown for the first 
round of applications to Phase 2 of the Connecting Scotland programme indicating 
how many applications were (a) received and (b) approved, and how many devices 
have been delivered to recipients to date. 
 

S5W-34396  
 
Aileen Campbell: 699 applications were received for Phase 2 Round 1. Of these 
applications 529 were successful, amounting to a total of 17,452 devices. 
 
Delivery of devices awarded through Phase 2 of the programme began in December 
2020. To date 10,685 devices have been delivered to successful organisations as 
part of Phase 2. 
 
 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government how many devices have been delivered by the 
Connecting Scotland programme since the programme was launched in May 2020. 
 

S5W-34398 

Aileen Campbell: Since the Connecting Scotland programme launched in May 
2020, 20,076 devices have been delivered. 
 

Phase of Connecting Scotland 
Programme 

No. of devices delivered to 
organisations 

Pilot Schemes 426 

Phase 1 8082 

Phase 2 Round 1 10685 

Winter Support Plan 883 

Total 20,076 

 
 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government for how long work on its Fuel Poverty Strategy was paused, 
and when work resumed. 
 

S5W-34810  
 
Kevin Stewart: Work on the Fuel Poverty Strategy was paused in March 2020 and 
remains on hold. Since then my officials have been focused on the immediate 
support needs of those facing difficulties in meeting fuel costs during the pandemic, 
including most recently disbursing £7 million of funding as part of the Winter Support 
Fund announced by the First Minister late last year. Additionally work has been 
progressing on our 20 year housing strategy, Housing to 2040, the Heat in Buildings 
Strategy and the Climate Change Plan Update, all of which will contribute to our 
ability to meet our targets to reduce fuel poverty, whilst ensuring Scotland plays its 
part in tackling the global climate emergency. 
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Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether places of worship will be a priority for reopening at the end of 
the current COVID-19 lockdown period. 
 

S5W-34370  
 
Aileen Campbell: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will publish the evidence it has received regarding COVID-19 
transmission rates in places of worship, and for what reason it considers this 
transmission rate to be high enough for these venues to be closed under the current 
restrictions. 
 

S5W-34371  
 
Aileen Campbell: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government for what reason its position on places of worship under the current 
COVID-19 situation differs from that of the UK Government, and what its response is 
to reported concerns that, as a result of this, people in Carlisle can attend communal 
worship but people in Gretna cannot. 
 

S5W-34372  
 
Aileen Campbell: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what analysis it has carried out of what benefit communal worship 
during the COVID-19 pandemic can offer to older and isolated people, and what 
impact the closure of places of worship under the most recent restrictions will have 
on people from these groups who had adopted safe and socially-distanced worship 
to help mitigate the negative impacts of the previous lockdown. 
 

S5W-34375  
 
Aileen Campbell: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what discussions have taken place with the Bishops' Conference of 
Scotland regarding the closure of places of worship during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-34387  
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Aileen Campbell: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government how much funding has been delivered to the 
Connecting Scotland programme from the Winter Support Fund to date, and how 
many devices have been delivered as a result of that funding to older, disabled and 
socially isolated people. 
 

S5W-34397  
 
Aileen Campbell: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what monitoring is in place to ensure that any reduction in Modern 
Apprenticeships during the COVID-19 pandemic has not disproportionately affected 
young disabled people. 
 

S5W-34757  
 
Jamie Hepburn: Skills Development Scotland (SDS) records and publishes Official 
Statistics on Modern Apprenticeship uptake across a wide range of protected 
characteristics, including disability, on a quarterly basis. The published statistics for 
Quarter 2 of 2020-21 showed that 11.5% of MA starts self-identified as having an 
impairment, health condition or learning difficulty, which is a decrease compared with 
Quarter 2 in 2019-20 where 14.7% of MA starts self-identified as having an 
impairment, health condition or learning difficulty. SDS will monitor uptake and will 
continue to work with stakeholders to improve equality of access to apprenticeships 
for young disabled people.  
 
As a result of the impact of the pandemic on MA numbers, we have introduced the 
Apprenticeship Employer Grant (AEG), which is administered by SDS. The AEG is a 
financial incentive to encourage employers to take on more apprentices during the 
pandemic. A payment of £5,000 is available to businesses to employ apprentices 
aged 16 to 24-year old, and those aged up to 29 years who have a disability, are 
care experienced or are from a black, Asian or minority ethnic background. 
 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether there has been a decline in the number of Modern 
Apprenticeship places in the last nine months, and, if so, (a) by how much and (b) 
what steps it is taking to address this. 
 

S5W-34758  
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Jamie Hepburn: Skills Development Scotland (SDS) has operational responsibility 
for our apprenticeship programmes and administer them on behalf of the Scottish 
Government. SDS provide quarterly annual Official Statistics reports on their 
website. The Quarter 3 figures are due to be published on 9 February 2021 and will 
include Modern Apprenticeship starts for the nine month period from April – 
December 2020. 
 
The Modern Apprenticeship Quarter 2 statistics were published on 10 November 
2020, reporting 3,633 Modern Apprenticeship starts in Q2 2020-21 (April to 
September 2020). This is lower than previous years and demonstrated the impact of 
COVID-19 restrictions on all parts of the Scottish economy. 
 
Apprenticeship starts are being impacted as a result of employers making difficult 
business decisions to review, delay and pause recruitment plans. This has, and will 
continue to have, an impact on apprenticeship provision during these challenging 
times. 
 
The Scottish Government is working with Skills Development Scotland and other 
stakeholders to mitigate and address the far-reaching impacts of COVID-19. This 
includes measures to maximise apprenticeship uptake and to support existing 
apprentices to complete their apprenticeships, such as increased support for Adopt 
an Apprentice and an additional £15 million funding for the Apprenticeship Employer 
Grant, encouraging employers to recruit and retain apprentices. 
 
Skills Development Scotland’s Career Information, Advice and Guidance services 
remain accessible with expert careers advisers available to provide specific support 
to Foundation, Modern or Graduate Apprentices on their helpline or online. The 
Scottish Government’s Partnership for Continuing Employment service is also 
providing advice and support to Apprentices affected by redundancy. 
 
These are the sort of interventions the Scottish Government are actively taking as 
part of a national mission to create new jobs, good jobs and green jobs, supporting 
the long-term future of work-based learning and the economy.   
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what support is being given to those undergoing 
teacher training who have not been able to complete their placements in (a) 
Dumfries and Galloway and (b) the rest of Scotland. 
 

S5W-34826  
 
John Swinney: The national COVID-19 Education Recovery Group is overseeing 
work being led by the General Teaching Council for Scotland (GTCS) and supported 
by the Scottish Government, the Association of Directors of Education in Scotland 
and the Scottish Council of Deans of Education, to consider how we can best 
continue to ensure that opportunities for face to face learning and teaching are 
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maximised for all student teachers over the remainder of this academic year. This 
work will also help to ensure students across Scotland are provided with additional 
support, where needed, to meet the registration requirements set by the GTCS by 
the end of the current academic year. 
 
 
Jackson Carlaw (Eastwood) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether families with a child less than a year old, where 
the parents live together in the same household, are allowed to form an extended 
household during the current lockdown, and what the reasons are for its position on 
this matter. 
 

S5W-34917  
 
John Swinney: The Scottish Government continues to acknowledge the fact that 
on-going restrictions have been challenging for everyone, in particular for parents 
and new mothers. However, we do not intend to revise the extended household rules 
to include all parents with a child less than a year old at this time. 
 
“The Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local Levels) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2020” permit two households of any size to form an extended 
household. The parameters around this are set out in guidance. Extended 
households rules in Scotland were developed to reduce isolation and meet social 
need.  
 
 
Jackson Carlaw (Eastwood) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government, in situations where a couple live together in the same 
household and have a child less than a year old, but where one parent is required to 
spend periods of time away for essential work-related reasons, whether the parent 
caring for the child at home by themselves is permitted to form an extended 
household for the period that their partner is away. 
 

S5W-34918  
 
John Swinney: The Scottish Government continues to acknowledge the fact that 
on-going restrictions have been challenging for everyone, in particular for parents 
and new mothers. However, we do not intend to revise the extended household rules 
to include all parents with a child less than a year old at this time. 
 
“The Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local Levels) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2020” permit two households of any size to form an extended 
household. The parameters around this are set out in guidance. Extended 
households rules in Scotland were developed to reduce isolation and meet social 
need.  
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what tax guidelines it will issue regarding the £500 "thank 
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you" payment for NHS and social care staff, in light of this sum appearing as a bonus 
in pay information. 
 

S5W-33977  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
all key workers are being prioritised for COVID-19 vaccination. 
 

S5W-34328  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government  when 
each group of key workers will be offered a COVID-19 vaccination. 
 

S5W-34329  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether identity checks using credit agencies of people seeking to access COVID-19 
tests are routinely carried out by health and social care partnerships and, if so, for 
what reason. 
 

S5W-34330  
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what assessment is being made of the quickest ways of rolling out the COVID-19 
vaccination programme. 
 

S5W-34337  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what notice it has been given regarding the supply of doses required to manage the 
roll-out of the COVID-19 vaccination. 
 

S5W-34339  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its position is on whether the COVID-19 vaccination training material is fit for 
the current situation and easy to access. 
 

S5W-34342  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will encourage telephoning people regarding the COVID-19 vaccination in 
addition to writing to them. 
 

S5W-34343  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will encourage advertising in local newspapers to provide information 
regarding the timetable for the COVID-19 vaccination roll-out. 
 

S5W-34344  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will publish its plan for the provision of second-dose COVID-
19 vaccinations, and what the expected average time will be between the first and 
second doses. 
 

S5W-34349  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what priority will be given to supermarket workers regarding the roll-out of the 
COVID-19 vaccination programme. 
 

S5W-34357  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
it will treat school staff as a priority group to receive a COVID-19 vaccination. 
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S5W-34367  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will confirm that in all cases, across all NHS 
boards, frontline health workers will be prioritised for the COVID-19 vaccine ahead of 
other healthcare staff who do not directly come into contact with the virus as part of 
their work. 
 

S5W-34378  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how it will administer the COVID-19 vaccine to 
vulnerable people and groups who cannot travel to their GP or other vaccination 
centres. 
 

S5W-34379  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
staff at St John’s Hospital, Livingston were advised on 7 January 2021 that no slots 
were available for their first vaccine and, if so, for what reason, and what action is 
being taken. 
 

S5W-34400  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
the decision to change the period within which the second dose of a COVID-19 
vaccine is administered from 4 weeks to 12 weeks breaches any agreement made 
between patient and the NHS when the first vaccine was administered. 
 

S5W-34422  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has made of the impact that the 
extended period of limited support during the COVID-19 pandemic is having on 
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parents' mental health, particularly those with young children who cannot access 
childcare. 
 

S5W-34815  
 
Clare Haughey: The Scottish Government has published a series of five research 
briefings focused around the impact of Covid-19 on children, young people and 
families. This includes, where data is available, the impact on parents and carers in 
relation to mental health. The briefings are available on the Scottish Government 
website. 
 
Specific to parents of young children, Public Health Scotland ran the COVID-19 Early 
Years Resilience and Impact Survey (CEYRIS) in June 2020, to find out how 
children and their families in Scotland aged 2–7 years have been affected by the 
pandemic. The survey collected mental wellbeing data and the experience of parents 
and carers during the pandemic in Scotland. Survey reports were published on the 
Public Health Scotland website in September 2020. The survey was repeated in late 
2020 and reporting is expected in Spring 2021. 
 
The Scottish Government and SOLACE have jointly established a Children and 
Families Collective Leadership Group to consider the impacts of the pandemic on 
children, young people and families especially those in the most challenging 
circumstances, and the actions that need to be taken by local and national 
government in response. 
 
The Group has developed a vision and blueprint for holistic family support and 
recommendations for action which will be progressed by the Family Support Delivery 
Group and aligned with the implementation of The Promise. This includes the 
National Family Support Directory which has been developed and is available on the 
Parent Club website. 
 
We have made support and advice around mental health available for parents, 
carers and their children on the Parent Club website. This includes free access to 
Solihull Online, which is a resource which helps parents and carers to better 
understand their child’s emotional development and supports the development of 
healthy relationships. In order to support an increased demand for services, we 
established perinatal mental health services as a priority area for the roll out of Near 
Me services which increases accessibility of services where face to face contact is 
not possible. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what measures it is taking to (a) track and (b) address the impact of 
COVID-19 restrictions on mental health. 
 

S5W-34856  
 
Clare Haughey: Following engagement with stakeholders and in line with emerging 
needs, we published the Mental Health Transition and Recovery Plan on 8 October 
2020. The Plan outlines the Scottish Government’s response to the impacts of 
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COVID-19 and addresses the challenges that the pandemic has had, and will 
continue to have, on the population’s mental health. The Plan is comprehensive and 
contains over 100 actions. We continue to work with key stakeholders to focus on 
the Plan’s implementation. 
 
Early in the pandemic, the Mental Health Research Advisory Group was established 
to follow research developments to understand the medium and long term impacts of 
the COVID-19 pandemic on mental health; helping us to put evidence-based 
services and support in place to help meet the mental health needs of the 
population. 
 
Since the beginning of the pandemic we have invested significantly in additional 
support including £1.1 billion for NHS Boards and Integration Authorities to meet the 
costs of responding to the pandemic. £6 million of dedicated funding has also been 
invested to provide additional telephone and online support services. This includes 
£2.1 million to expand the NHS 24 Mental Health Hub to be available to the public 24 
hours a day, for 7 days a week.  
 
The Scottish COVID-19 Mental Health Tracker study provides data which, alongside 
other sources, we use to track the mental health and wellbeing of the Scottish 
population. This has allowed us to tailor our mental health policy response to the 
pandemic as needs evolve. We published Wave 1 of the Tracker Study in October 
2020, and we will publish Wave 2 in the coming weeks. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether international travel is allowed under Level 4 of the COVID-19 restrictions, 
and what the reasons are for its position on this matter. 
 

S5W-34327  
 
Michael Matheson: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Government initiated questions lodged on 5 February 2021 

S5W-35008 George Adam: To ask the Scottish Government what further financial 
support will be made available to health and social care services in responding to 
COVID-19 in 2020-21. 

Written questions lodged on 5 February 2021 

S5W-34958 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government how many offers of 
support it has received from companies on matters relating to the COVID-19 
pandemic since it began. 
S5W-34959 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government how many new 
contracts it has awarded to companies during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-34998 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what 
percentage of people with cystic fibrosis have received their first COVID-19 
vaccination. 
S5W-34999 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to 
reports that NHS-funded providers of independent advocacy for people with mental 
health issues, including the Dumfries and Galloway Advocacy Service, are not 
entitled to the Health and Social Care Staff Bonus. 
S5W-35001 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government what recent assessment 
it has made of the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the (a) mental and (b) 
physical health of children and young people. 
S5W-35002 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking to 
monitor and track requests for mental health support for children and young people 
arising from the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-35003 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government what mental health 
support it has offered to children and young people in response to the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-35005 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking to make COVID-19 testing kits available to third sector organisations that are 
in contact with vulnerable people, including the Grampian Multiple Sclerosis Therapy 
Centre. 
S5W-35006 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to 
question S5W-3469 by Mairi Gougeon on 2 February 2021, on what date routine 
testing for COVID-19 took effect for all hospital admissions to (a) emergency 
departments, (b) acute assessment units, (c) maternity units and (d) emergency 
mental health units. 
S5W-35009 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether the 
people carrying out the cleaning and maintenance of COVID-19 testing centres will 
be given the same priority as healthcare staff for access to vaccinations. 
S5W-35010 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what advice will 
be made available to families with one member who is shielding from COVID-19 and 
who have children who are expected to return to school on 22 February 2021. 
S5W-35011 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason 
the phased return to schooling will take place on a national basis, and what 
consideration it gave to a return based on the prevalence of the COVID-19 virus in 
each local authority area. 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35008
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34958
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34959
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34998
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34999
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35001
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35002
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35003
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35005
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35006
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35009
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35010
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35011
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S5W-35014 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason 
private play groups that operate as an alternative option to nursery schools will not 
recommence on 22 February 2021. 
S5W-35016 Willie Rennie: To ask the Scottish Government, by what date it will 
provide a substantive response to question S5W-33758, which received a holding 
answer on 17 December 2020. 
S5W-35017 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it has 
had with the UK Government about the introduction of vaccine passports for (a) UK 
residents and (b) people entering the UK.  
S5W-35018 Kenneth Gibson: To ask the Scottish Government when it envisages 
garden centres will be re-opened. 
S5W-35019 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it 
has about postponing or cancelling this year’s prelim exams, given the interruption to 
schooling since the start of the term in January 2021. 
S5W-35026 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government whether workplace 
testing for COVID-19 is taking place at the Scottish Courts and Tribunal Service, 
given that staff are working in the Sheriff and Supreme courts and are in contact with 
members of the public, and what the reasons are for its position is on the matter.  
 

  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35014
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35016
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35017
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35018
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35019
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35026
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 

answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 

which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 

asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 

through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 

 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

