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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Tuesday 03 February 2021 
 
Written questions lodged on 04 February can be found on page 13 & 14. 
 
First Minister’s Questions relating to COVID-19 on 03 February are included at 
page 12. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 03 February) 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform 

 
Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what consideration it has given to the impact of antisocial noise on people during the 
COVID-19 lockdown, and what its position is on whether local authorities’ monitoring 
and enforcement regimes are appropriate for these circumstances. 
 

S5W-34789 
 

Roseanna Cunningham: Everyone has the right to feel safe and it is unacceptable 
for people to be afraid to go about their day-to-day business. In Scotland we already 
have some of the most comprehensive antisocial noise nuisance arrangements in the 
UK, if not Europe. We were one of the first countries in the world to introduce 
intervention levels for day, evening and night time domestic noise. 
 
Responsibility for investigating and dealing with the vast majority of complaints about 
noise and nuisance rests with Local Authorities. They, along with Police Scotland, are 
able to take a range of actions in response to antisocial behaviour, including noise 
nuisance, under the Antisocial Behaviour etc. (Scotland) Act 2004 and the Statutory 
Nuisance provisions of the Environmental Protection Act 1990, which were updated 
by the Public Health Act 2008. 
 
The unprecedented need for restrictions to tackle the spread of COVID-19 since March 
2020 has been challenging for law enforcement and those on the front line keeping 
our communities safe. Any antisocial behaviour complaints should continue to be 
reported to local authorities and Police Scotland who will carry out investigative action 
as they consider appropriate. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Finance  
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether state aid limits will apply to (a) recent and (b) future grants awarded to 
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businesses under its Strategic Framework Business Fund in response to the COVID-
19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-34389 
 

Kate Forbes: Strategic Framework Business Fund awards issued up to 31 December 
2020 were subject to EU State aid regulations. As of 1 January 2021 any grants 
considered to be a subsidy will need to be complaint with the Trade and Cooperation 
Agreement (TCA).  
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what the timescales are for 
criteria to be made available to local authorities in respect of the £185 million funding 
announced by the Cabinet Secretary for Finance on 9 December 2020 to enable local 
authorities to distribute funding to businesses in their areas, and when local authorities 
may expect the funding to be released. 
 

S5W-34403 
 

Kate Forbes: The Scottish Government has prioritised the largest programmes to help 
as many businesses as possible. Nearly £660 million of the £715 million, more than 
92%, we have allocated to business support since October is already live and the vast 
majority of other funds will go live this month.  
 
 
Alasdair Allan (Na h-Eileanan an Iar) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what consideration it will give to extending financial support to businesses 
in areas subject to Level 3 restrictions, such as the Western Isles, whose income has 
been adversely impacted by mainland Scotland going into lockdown. 
 

S5W-34418 
 

Kate Forbes: On 12 January, the Scottish Government announced funding to support 
businesses on Scotland’s islands though additional allocations to the Discretionary 
Fund sums held by relevant local authorities. We are working with those local 
authorities to finalise arrangements, which will be confirmed very soon. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether betting shops were included in the list of businesses 
eligible for the retail, hospitality and leisure support grant that was available until 10 
July 2020, and what the reasons were for its decision on this matter. 
 

S5W-34777 
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Kate Forbes: To qualify for the retail, hospitality and leisure grant a business had to 
be operating in the retail, hospitality or leisure sectors and the premises recorded in 
the valuation roll as being used for one of the qualifying purposes. An outline of the 
qualifying purposes was provided in the guidance for Local Authorities in Finance 
Circular 08/2020.  The grant scheme was designed to ensure most efficient use of 
limited resources and support as many businesses as possible. While betting shops 
were not listed as a qualifying purpose for the retail, hospitality and leisure grants, they 
were listed as eligible for the Small Business Grant Fund. 
 
Our focus is on delivering the maximum support for businesses and the economy as 
possible and from 2 November the Strategic Framework Business Fund offers grants 
for businesses required to close by law, or specifically required to modify their 
operations by law.  
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what support it is offering to the domestic and hospitality 
cleaning industry, in light of cleaners not being able to enter people's homes under the 
current COVID-19 restrictions. 
 

S5W-34790 
 

Kate Forbes: The Scottish Government recognises and appreciates the real 
difficulties that are being faced as a result of COVID-19 and the challenging 
circumstances that businesses are facing. Work in other people’s homes is limited to 
essential services, so in most cases domestic cleaners are not allowed to continue 
with the exception of providing services in support of a clean and safe living 
environment for people in vulnerable circumstance, living with a disability and as a 
result of that vulnerable circumstance or disability are unable to clean their own home.  
The local authority discretionary fund, which was recently doubled to £60 million, 
empowers local authorities to direct funding at businesses which are affected by 
COVID-19 restrictions but do not meet the criteria for other funds. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether it will issue guidance to local authorities to recognise 
the cleaning industry as part of the supply chain to retail, hospitality and leisure 
businesses in relation to awarding funding from the Retail, Hospitality and Leisure 
Business Grant Scheme. 
 

S5W-34791 
 

Kate Forbes: We recognise that this is an extremely difficult time for businesses of all 
kinds across Scotland, including the retail, hospitality and tourism supply chains. The 
local authority discretionary fund empowers local authorities to direct funding at 
businesses which are affected by COVID-19 restrictions but do not meet the criteria 
for other funds. The fund allows local authorities to allocate grants at their discretion 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/advice-and-guidance/2020/05/local-government-finance-circular-8-2020-covid-19-grant-funding-achemes-as-amended/documents/local-government-finance-circular-8-2020-covid-19-grant-funding-schemes-as-amended/local-government-finance-circular-8-2020-covid-19-grant-funding-schemes-as-amended/govscot%3Adocument/Local%2BGovernment%2BFinance%2BCircular%2B08%2B2020.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/advice-and-guidance/2020/05/local-government-finance-circular-8-2020-covid-19-grant-funding-achemes-as-amended/documents/local-government-finance-circular-8-2020-covid-19-grant-funding-schemes-as-amended/local-government-finance-circular-8-2020-covid-19-grant-funding-schemes-as-amended/govscot%3Adocument/Local%2BGovernment%2BFinance%2BCircular%2B08%2B2020.pdf
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to support businesses including supply chain businesses, and we have recently 
doubled this funding to £60 million.  
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport  
 
Stewart Stevenson (Banffshire and Buchan Coast) (Scottish National Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what consideration it has given to the prioritisation of 
First Responders, who work on the frontline alongside the emergency services as 
volunteers, in the COVID-19 vaccination programme. 
 

S5W-34735 
 

Mairi Gougeon: All of our decision making in the approach to responding to Covid-19 
is guided by the latest scientific evidence from the Scientific Advisory Group for 
Emergencies (SAGE), advice from Health Protection Scotland and our Interim Chief 
Medical Officer. The Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) 
provides advice on immunisation to all UK Health Departments, including on the 
efficacy and safety of vaccines. 
 
All first responders are included in the Allied Health Professional cohort and they are 
covered in the priority list.  
 
Those who are initially eligible for COVID-19 vaccination can be found in the CMO list, 
which is illustrative but not exhaustive, and additional information can be found in the 
Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) Priority Group 2 statement, 
which defines patient-facing frontline workers. 
 
 
Colin Beattie (Midlothian North and Musselburgh) (Scottish National Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will introduce guidance or legislate 
to exempt a person who lives with someone who is shielding from COVID-19 from 
having to go to work, similar to the approach taken during the first lockdown. 
 

S5W-34690 
 

Mairi Gougeon: Family or household members living with someone on the shielding 
list were not advised not to go into work during the first lockdown. The Chief Medical 
Officer’s letter of 26 March 2020 did ask people to minimise time spent with others in 
their household and to keep 2 metres apart where possible. 
 
Scottish Government advice remains that everyone should work from home if they 
possibly can.Stay at home regulations came into effect on 5 January 2021 which 
placed a duty on employers to take all reasonable steps to minimise the spread of 
coronavirus. This included supporting staff to work from home for those roles that can 
be undertaken remotely. If staff were working from home during the first lockdown in 
March 2020 they should be working from home now.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/scientific-advisory-group-for-emergencies-sage


5 
 

 

 

 
New Coronavirus (COVID-19): guidance on working from home was published on  
19 January 2021. This guidance is intended to support employers and the self-
employed to continue to facilitate working from home in line with the stay at home 
regulations. This guidance can be applied across any sector or role where working 
from home is possible. Organisations should make every reasonable effort to make 
working from home the default position. Where a worker can perform their work from 
home, they should continue to do so.  
 
As set out in this guidance, all employers and employees should discuss their working 
arrangements, and employers should take every possible step to facilitate their 
employees working from home, including providing suitable IT and equipment to 
enable remote working. 
 
Family members from the same household should also work from home where 
possible. However, if this is not possible, they can still go into the workplace. It is the 
employers responsibility to make sure the workplace and duties are Covid-safe. We 
advise that household members should discuss their concerns with their employer 
(especially if this is causing anxiety), explaining that they live with a family member 
who has health concerns and is on the shielding list.  
 
We are asking people to stringently follow and observe the FACTS guidance for a 
safer Scotland in order to reduce transmission of Covid-19. 
 
Some employers may offer additional financial support for employees who are off work 
for caring or coronavirus-related reasons.  
 
Employers can also, at their discretion, furlough people through the Coronavirus Job 
Retention Scheme which has now been extended until April 2021. They may also be 
able to furlough people in the event that they have caring responsibilities resulting from 
covid-19.  
 
In the absence of employment powers, we strongly encourage all employers to apply 
Fair Work principles, and a flexible approach to dealing with the impacts of COVID-19 
on workers and workplaces, to protect the health and wellbeing of their workforce. 
 

 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what protocols are in place to ensure that older people will be vaccinated 
against COVID-19 if they miss appointments for any reasons, including the late 
delivery of mail. 
 

S5W-34691 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether older people who are hospital inpatients will be vaccinated 
against COVD-19 while in hospital to avoid missing a local appointment that might 
have been scheduled to take place during the time of their hospital stay. 
 

S5W-34694 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the statement by the First Minister on 8 December 2020 
(Official Report, c. 11), what the political rationale was behind the decision to keep 
Edinburgh under Level 3 of the COVID-19 restrictions; what discussions were held 
with public health officials regarding the most appropriate Level for the area and 
whether any of the officials recommended moving the city into Level 2, and whether it 
will publish the full public health data on which the final decision was based. 
 

S5W-33923 
 

Jeane Freeman: In order to have allowed limited gathering over Christmas, a 
deliberately cautious approach was taken for the review of levels allocations. Lowering 
prevalence of the virus prior to the festive period was considered key to avoiding the 
need for more restrictive measures in the new year and ensuring that any pressures 
on the NHS were minimised. These decisions were taken with the best available 
evidence and clinical advice at the time and, significantly, prior to the emergence of 
the new variant of Covid-19. 
 
It was considered vital that the risk of gatherings of family and friends, particularly 
around the festive period, was carefully managed so that the relative progress which 
had been made at the time was not undermined. 
 
On taking these decisions, consideration was given to the considerable risks around 
increased social activity over the festive period which are understood to be particularly 
acute in large urban areas. A move to level 2 in Edinburgh would have meant opening 
up significantly more services in Scotland’s second biggest city in the two weeks 
before Christmas. The frequent transport links and high concentrations of hospitality 
and retail venues means Edinburgh attracts large numbers of people, particularly at 
Christmas, thereby creating increased opportunities for transmission. 

 
 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many doses of the COVID-19 vaccine have been wasted and had to be disposed of. 
 

S5W-34394 
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Jeane Freeman: As of 25 January, our wastage estimate so far is 1.82%. That is well 
below our planning assumption of 5%, which accounts for worst case scenarios and 
is in line with global best practice. 

 
 

Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government what action it is taking to ensure that people who employ carers 
and social care personal assistants using direct payment packages can afford the 
PPE they require and purchase it without the risk of overspending their package 
budget. 
 

S5W-34565 
 

Jeane Freeman: As at 19 January 2021, over 4.8 million items of PPE had been 
distributed free of charge via the PPE hubs to unpaid carers and PAs to support the 
additional need for PPE as a result of pandemic. 
 
The Scottish Government is providing additional funding across health and social care 
services to recognise the additional costs of responding to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
including in relation to PPE, and ensure safety remains the top priority at all times. If 
a direct payment holder has concerns about being able to meet the costs of the PPE 
recommended for those in caring roles during the pandemic within their direct 
payment, they should contact their Health and Social Care Partnership to discuss. 
 
The Scottish Government (via NHS National Services Scotland (NSS)) is also 
providing top-up and emergency provision of PPE from the national stock to ensure 
that staff, PAs and unpaid carers have the PPE they need. This is being supplied 
through two routes: 
 
1. local PPE Hub(s) in every Health and Social Care Partnership area where providers, 
PAs/their employers and unpaid carers can access PPE if they cannot get it through 
their normal routes, and  
 
2. a central social care PPE support centre dedicated to urgent need, that can be 
accessed in emergency situations. 
 
In order to find out the details of their local Hub and how to access it, people using a 
direct payment to employ PAs or carers, or PAs and carers themselves, can contact 
their Health and Social Care Partnership or phone the NSS Social Care PPE Support 
Centre on 0300 303 3020. This information is also set out on the Scottish Government 
website. 
 

 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/ppe-access-for-social-care-providers-and-unpaid-carers/
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Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its 
position is on whether it is appropriate for care home owners not to advise residents' 
families how many deaths there have been in the care home that their relative is in. 
 

S5W-34626 
 

Jeane Freeman: It is essential that care home staff regularly update family and friends 
about the care and wellbeing of their loved one. 
 
Any care home provider must be cognisant of the impact of the death of a resident on 
other residents in their care. Providers must also take forward their obligations under 
data protection legislation. 
 
A considerable amount of information on COVID deaths in care homes is already 
published. National Records of Scotland publish official data on deaths involving 
Covid-19 in care homes on a weekly basis. This data is broken down by Board and 
Local Authority area. 

 
 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether speech and language therapists that carry 
out home visits can continue to visit their clients under the current COVID-19 
restrictions. 
 

S5W-34697 
 

Jeane Freeman: Throughout our response to the COVID-19 Pandemic, where an 
essential or urgent clinical need has been present access to Speech and Language 
Therapy services has remained, though how this service is offered may have changed 
due to new ways of working introduced to support our response to the pandemic. 
 
We ask that Speech and Language Therapists are considerate of their professional 
obligations around protecting the interests of service users and managing risk when 
determining which treatments and services they provide, and how they are provided, 
under Level 4 restrictions. Virtual appointments should be used whenever possible. 
We ask that face to face treatment, including treatment at home, focuses on essential 
or urgent treatment of clinically diagnosed conditions, where no provision of treatment 
would have a significant adverse impact on the wellbeing of the individual. Staff must 
continue to follow relevant guidance from Health Protection Scotland, the Health and 
Care Professions Council, the Scottish Government and their own Professional body. 

 
 

Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many people in care 
homes have received vitamin D supplements each month since the start of the COVID-
19 pandemic. 
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S5W-34705 
 

Jeane Freeman: Information on the number of people in care homes that have 
received vitamin D supplements each month since the last of the pandemic is not held 
centrally. 
 
The Chief Medical Officer issued a letter to all adult care home providers on Thursday 
21st January 2021 providing advice on vitamin D supplements for care home 
residents. The letter states that residents should be assessed for vitamin D 
supplements (as per local formulary) as part of their regular routine clinical review and 
that decisions on whether to prescribe vitamin D for care home residents, including 
those who are shielded, should be taken on an individual basis. 
 
In addition to this, the Chief Medical Officer also issued a letter to those individuals on 
the shielding list on 23rd October 2020 which included the offer of 4 months free supply 
of vitamin D. The letter stated that, for people in care homes, their GP or nurse will 
discuss whether vitamin D will be of benefit. 
 
Supplies of 90,000 units of Vitamin D were procured with 71,833 people opting in to 
the offer. These were posted to individuals from W/C 23 November 2020. 

 
 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what assessment it has made of the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic 
on the care and treatment of people with heart valve disease, and what plans it has to 
ensure that they can continue to receive timely access. 
 

S5W-34740 
 

Jeane Freeman: We know that people with a heart condition are at higher risk of 
becoming ill if they contract Covid-19. 
 
Public Health Scotland Statistics on COVID-19’s impact on the health care system 
including cardiovascular procedures can be found at: 
https://scotland.shinyapps.io/phs-covid-wider-impact/ 
 
Public Health Scotland Statistics data on COVID-19 across NHSScotland can be 
found at: 
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-
19/covid-19-statistical-report/ 
 
NHS Boards have now been asked to prepare their Remobilisation Plans for 2021-22, 
which are expected to reflect the principles of Re-mobilise, Recover, Re-design: the 
Framework for NHS Scotland, published in May last year. This includes a commitment 
to maintaining that balance and to identify and act to minimise risks arising from non-
COVID-19 related urgent care, including care for those with heart valve disease. 

 

https://scotland.shinyapps.io/phs-covid-wider-impact/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/
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Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many of the deaths related to COVID-19 that occurred in hospitals were care home 
residents who had been admitted to hospital, broken down by NHS board area. 
 

S5W-34772 
 

Jeane Freeman: NRS published one-off analysis in June 2020 regarding deaths of 
care home residents involving COVID-19 which included deaths in hospital at a 
Scotland level. In week 20 (week ending 17th May 2020) there were 154 COVID-19 
deaths of people whose usual residence was a care home and who died in hospital. 
The represents 9.3% of COVID-19 hospital deaths involving people resident in care 
homes.  
 
The analysis is available here: 
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files//statistics/covid19/covid-deaths-care-home-
residents.xlsx. 

 
 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers  
 
Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the letter of 15 January 2021 from the Chair of the Scottish 
Human Rights Commission to the Cabinet Secretary for Justice regarding the 
response to COVID-19 in prisons, how it is addressing the issues raised, and what (a) 
advice it has considered regarding and (b) plans it has to carry out another early 
release programme. 
 

S5W-34647 
 

Humza Yousaf: We take seriously the concerns raised by The Scottish Human Rights 
Commission (SHRC) and the treatment, safety and human rights of those who live 
and work in our prisons in response to COVID-19 remains a priority. The Scottish 
Government has regular engagement with the Scottish Prison Service to discuss 
prison conditions.  
 
I responded to SHRC on 29 January 2021 and we will continue to closely monitor 
these matters. With thanks to the work of prison service and NHS staff, they have 
remained settings of low infection rates, with independent inspection reports showing 
prisons have remained safe and stable during the Covid-19 Pandemic. 
 

https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/statistics/covid19/covid-deaths-care-home-residents.xlsx
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/statistics/covid19/covid-deaths-care-home-residents.xlsx
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The position in our prisons remains dynamic and while there are no current plans for 
further emergency release the need for further use of those powers is kept under 
continual review.  
 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Rural Economy and Tourism 

 
Jeremy Balfour (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what additional support is available for businesses in the bakery 
sector that continue to operate despite the closure of a majority of their customers’ 
businesses. 
 

S5W-34687 
 

Fergus Ewing: We appreciate that this is an extremely difficult time for businesses of 
all kinds across Scotland, including in the bakery sector. We have allocated almost £3 
billion to support businesses in response to COVID-19.  
 
The £30 million discretionary fund introduced in November 2020 targets businesses 
which are affected by COVID-19 restrictions but do not meet the criteria for other 
funds. The fund allows local authorities to allocate grants at their discretion to support 
businesses including those in the supply chain. 
 
To help businesses deal with the impact of coronavirus, the Scottish Government 
introduced extra rates relief for non-domestic properties from 1 April 2020 to 31 March 
2021. This includes 100% relief for properties in the retail, hospitality and leisure 
sectors where the property is wholly or mainly used for a purpose, or purposes, set 
out in Schedule 1 of the Non-Domestic Rates (Coronavirus Reliefs) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2020. 
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First Minister’s Questions relating to COVID-19 on 04 February 2021 
 
1. Ruth Davidson: Question to be taken in Chamber. ( S5F-04771 ) 
 
2. Jackie Baillie: Question to be taken in Chamber. ( S5F-04772 ) 
 
3. Patrick Harvie: Question to be taken in Chamber. ( S5F-04773 ) 
 
4. Willie Rennie: Question to be taken in Chamber. ( S5F-04774 ) 
 
5. Kenneth Gibson: To ask the First Minister what the Scottish Government’s 
response is to the Institute of Fiscal Studies report that was published on 1 February, 
which suggests that the cost of lost schooling in Scotland due to the pandemic is at 
least £2.8 billion. ( S5F-04784 ) 
 
7. David Stewart: To ask the First Minister what assessment the Scottish 
Government has made of introducing an internationally recognised, digital COVID-19 
vaccine passport. ( S5F-04776 ) 
 
 
Answers to these and other questions can be found here. 
 
 

  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04771
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04772
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04773
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04774
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04784
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04776
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13095&i=118537
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Written Questions 

Questions in which a member has indicated a declarable interest are marked 
with an "R". 

Government Initiated Questions are initiated by the Scottish Government in 
order to facilitate the provision of information to the Parliament. 

Government initiated questions lodged on 03 February 2021 

S5W-34942 Joan McAlpine: To ask the Scottish Government what data is available 
on the impact of COVID-19 on people in Scotland with a learning disability. 

Written questions lodged on 03 February 2021 

S5W-34900 Alexander Stewart: To ask Scottish Government what assessment it 
has made of Scottish Health Survey 2020 data which suggests that 36% of people 
who smoke report smoking more during the COVID-19 lockdown.  R 
S5W-34901 Alexander Stewart: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking to encourage people to quit smoking during the COVID-19 lockdown.  R 
S5W-34910 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking to 
promote the use of reusable face coverings and reduce the percentage of people in 
Scotland using single-use face coverings. 
S5W-34911 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government how it is ensuring that 
single-use face coverings are being disposed of correctly and safely. 
S5W-34912 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government what additional 
resources it is providing to address littering related to single-use face coverings. 
S5W-34915 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will prioritise 
the vaccination of teachers as part of the second phase of its COVID-19 vaccination 
programme. 
S5W-34916 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government what consideration it is 
giving to vaccination by occupational risk as part of the second phase of its COVID-
19 vaccination programme, as referenced in the Joint Committee on Vaccination and 
Immunisation advice on priority groups dated 30 December 2020. 
S5W-34917 Jackson Carlaw: To ask the Scottish Government whether families with 
a child less than a year old, where the parents live together in the same household, 
are allowed to form an extended household during the current lockdown, and what 
the reasons are for its position on this matter. 
S5W-34918 Jackson Carlaw: To ask the Scottish Government, in situations where 
a couple live together in the same household and have a child less than a year old, 
but where one parent is required to spend periods of time away for essential work-
related reasons, whether the parent caring for the child at home by themselves is 
permitted to form an extended household for the period that their partner is away. 
S5W-34922 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what conditions 
will require to be to met under the current COVID-19 restrictions to allow domestic 
cleaners to return to work. 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34942
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34900
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34901
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34910
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34911
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34912
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34915
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34916
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34917
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34918
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34922
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S5W-34923 Angus MacDonald: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment 
it has made of the financial impact of the pandemic on private out-of-school care 
providers, and what plans it has to provide specific support to this sector. 
S5W-34931 Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it 
has made of the current financial pressures faced by universities due to the COVID-
19 pandemic. 
S5W-34934 Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government what additional support 
it can offer to NHS Ayrshire and Arran, in light of reports that it is responding to a 
significant rise in COVID-19 cases and staff are having to self-isolate. 
S5W-34935 Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
resolution of the Parliament on motion S5M-23629 on 9 December 2020, what action 
it has taken to recruit an additional 2,000 teachers. 
S5W-34938 Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government what action it will take 
to support the aviation industry's recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-34939 Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to 
concerns raised by the Institute for Fiscal Studies that the long-term closure of 
schools could lead to a “lost generation” of pupils. 
S5W-34940 Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide 
an update on whether prelim exams will go ahead in March 2021 and, if so, how 
these will take account of any disruption resulting from the long-term school 
closures. 
S5W-34945 Jeremy Balfour: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason 20 
guests are permitted at a funeral during the current lockdown, but not at a wedding. 
S5W-34961 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has 
made of the number of people who have died from suicide during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
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