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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Friday 29 January 2021 
 
Written questions lodged on 29 January can be found on page 26 of this 
document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 29 January) 
 

Government Initiated Questions 
 
George Adam (Paisley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will provide an update on the COVID-19 legislation in place. 
 

S5W-34871  
 
Michael Russell: Amending Regulations were made to the Health Protection 
(Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) Regulations 
2020 today. These Regulations move Na h-Eileanan Siar from Level 3 to Level 4 as 
a result of the latest information. 
 
The Regulations have been published at 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2021/54/contents/made. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its response is to reports that staff at Ferguson Marine were allowed to arrive at 
the shipyard immediately after getting off an overseas flight at Edinburgh Airport and 
were not made to self-isolate, and what the reasons are for its position on this 
matter. 
 

S5W-34629  
 
Fiona Hyslop: Fergusons pipe-fitting subcontractor, HB Hydraulics, which operates 
a subcontractor office on-site at the shipyard, recruited additional workers to handle 
the growing volume of its work on the dual fuel ferries. Without the prior knowledge 
or agreement of Fergusons management, a group of their workers arrived at the 
shipyard to collect accommodation details.  
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
plans are being drafted with the SQA to adjust the timeline for awards based on 
teacher judgement of evidence of pupils’ attainment if the COVID-19 lockdown 
continues to March 2021, 
 

S5W-34512  
 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2021/54/contents/made
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John Swinney: Following the announcement of the introduction of remote learning 
on 4 January, and its extension on 19 January, the National Qualifications 2021 
Group has been considering the impact this will have on delivery of National 5, 
Higher and Advanced Higher courses under the alternative certification model.  
 
The Group is overseeing changes to the alternative certification model and 
associated timeline that was announced in December. This includes moving the final 
date for schools and colleges to submit provisional grades from 28 May 2021 to  
18 June 2021. 
 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has had with (a) the SQA and (b) teaching unions regarding the time 
available for teaching staff to accumulate sufficient evidence to estimate student 
grades for the 2021 awards. 
 

S5W-34513  
 
John Swinney: The National Qualifications 2021 Group draws its membership from 
the Scottish Government, Education Scotland, Scottish Qualifications Authority, the 
Educational Institute of Scotland, School Leaders Scotland, the Scottish Council of 
Independent Schools, Association of Directors of Education in Scotland, Colleges 
Scotland, National Parent Forum of Scotland, and the Scottish Youth Parliament.   
 
It is overseeing changes to the alternative certification model for national 
qualifications and the associated timeline that was announced in December. Time for 
learning, teaching, assessment and the gathering of evidence has been central in 
these considerations. On 27 January, the Group confirmed that the date for schools 
and colleges to submit provisional grades has moved from 28 May 2021 to 18 June 
2021. 
 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when 
the SQA will advise teachers of the timescale for recording and uploading Higher 
and Advanced Higher award estimates based on their judgement of evidence of 
students’ attainment. 
 

S5W-34514  
 
John Swinney: The National Qualifications 2021 Group published guidance on the 
alternative certification model for National 5 on 8 December 2020. The model for 
Higher and Advanced Higher qualifications will follow a similar process.  
 
Following the move to remote learning, the Group is overseeing changes to the 
alternative certification model and associated timeline that was announced in 
December. This includes moving the final date for schools and colleges to submit 
provisional grades from 28 May 2021 to 18 June 2021. 
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Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it has held discussions with the SQA regarding providing more time for 
teachers to provide estimates of students’ attainment, in line with what was required 
in May 2020. 
 

S5W-34515  
 
John Swinney: The National Qualifications 2021 Group, which draws its 
membership from the Scottish Government, Education Scotland, Scottish 
Qualifications Authority, the Educational Institute of Scotland, School Leaders 
Scotland, the Scottish Council of Independent Schools, Association of Directors of 
Education in Scotland, Colleges Scotland, National Parent Forum of Scotland, and 
the Scottish Youth Parliament, has been considering the time required for teachers 
to provide estimates of students’ attainment.  
 
Following the announcement of the introduction of remote learning on 4 January, 
and its extension on 19 January, the National Qualifications 2021 Group has been 
considering the impact this will have on delivery of National 5, Higher and Advanced 
Higher courses under the alternative certification model. 
 
The Group is overseeing changes to the alternative certification model and 
associated timeline that was announced in December. This includes moving the final 
date for schools and colleges to submit provisional grades from 28 May 2021 to  
18 June 2021. 
 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has held with the SQA regarding the publication date of the 2021 
results and, to allow more time for teachers to assess and compile evidence and 
additional learning time for students, what its position is on pushing back the 6 
August date. 
 

S5W-34517  
 
John Swinney: The priority for schools and colleges during this time should be to 
maximise learning and teaching time to ensure that young people have the 
necessary foundation and coverage of course content. Young people's mental health 
is a priority and I recognise that the timing of assessments to support the 
determining of provisional grades will also have an impact on young people’s 
wellbeing. 
 
The National Qualifications 2021 Group, which includes representation from the 
Scottish Government, Education Scotland, Scottish Qualifications Authority, and 
other key stakeholders is working through a range of scenarios and is considering 
potential flexibilities for the alternative certification model, should they be needed as 
a result of the current remote learning approach. On 27 January, the Group 
confirmed that the date for schools and colleges to submit provisional grades has 
moved from 28 May 2021 to 18 June 2021. 
 
There are currently no plans to change the date of publication of the results from  
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10 August 2021. 
 
 
Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what financial support is being put in place for supply 
teachers during the current COVID-19 lockdown. 
 

S5W-34729  
 
John Swinney: The Scottish Government has provided local authorities with  
£80 million of additional investment in education staff, sufficient for the recruitment of 
around 1,400 additional teachers, including supply teachers, and 200 support staff 
this year.  
 
In addition, a package of £45 million of new funding was announced on 13 January 
to support the delivery of remote learning. This new funding can be used to recruit 
additional teachers and may offer further employment opportunities for supply 
teachers. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what plans it has to introduce repeated routine testing for COVID-19 for teachers in 
(a) mainstream and (b) special needs schools. 
 

S5W-34770  
 
John Swinney: The Scottish Government is operating a number of pathfinder 
testing programmes with the aim of delivering a sustainable system of regular 
asymptomatic testing for staff in a school environment. The pilots are primarily 
intended to help us rapidly identify and understand any logistical and implementation 
challenges involved in the different models of testing. 
 
Consideration of options to scale up testing of school staff in all schools in Scotland 
is ongoing, and will be informed by early learning from these pilots. Regular staff 
testing is just one potential COVID-19 mitigation in addition to the robust package of 
measures already in place in schools. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform 
 
John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what action it can take to protect business customers affected by 
COVID-19 restrictions from harassment by utility providers. 
 

S5W-34731  
 
Roseanna Cunningham: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-34730 
on 29 January 2021. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Ministerial portfolio: Finance 

 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether specific support has been made available to 
driving instructors during the COVID-19 pandemic and, if not, for what reason. 
 

S5W-34672  
 
Kate Forbes: Driving instructors will be offered support through the £15 million 
mobile close contact fund that was announced as part of the £185 million sector 
support in December. More information on the Mobile Close Contact Services 
Support Fund and how to apply will be made available next week. 
 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what support is available to podiatrists who are 
experiencing disruption to their businesses due to COVID-19. 
 

S5W-34723  
 
Kate Forbes: The Scottish Government recognises the important contribution that 
podiatrists make to the health and wellbeing of the population of Scotland. 
Podiatrists can continue to provide urgent or essential treatment under current 
restrictions but we are asking them to be considerate of their professional obligations 
around protecting the interests of service users and managing risk when determining 
which treatments and services they provide. They are eligible for support through the 
UK Government’s Self-Employment Income Support Scheme. This has been 
extended until April 2021 in response to calls from the Scottish Government and 
other devolved administrations. 
 
 
Annie Wells (Glasgow) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what financial support is available to self-employed business 
owners, affected by COVID-19 restrictions, who operate within their domestic 
residence and do not pay non-domestic rates. 
 

S5W-34642  
 
Kate Forbes: The Scottish Government has listened to business is providing 
support on a sector-by-sector basis so that it is appropriately targeted. This includes 
up to £15m for mobile close contact services as well as £30 million to local 
authorities to provide additional support for businesses where they consider that 
necessary or justified. In addition we have has set aside up to £15 million for a 
second iteration of the Newly Self-Employed Hardship Fund that we introduced in 
April 2020 in order to mitigate the financial challenges for those who are unable to 
access the UK Government’s Self Employed Income Support Scheme. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how it plans to roll out the COVID-19 
vaccine to people aged over 80 who are not in a care home or in hospital. 
 

S5W-34186 
 
Jeane Freeman: People over 80 living at home are the current priority group for 
vaccination. Rollout of the Rollout of the Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine began on 
Monday 4 January, with the over 80's in the community being called for vaccination 
by their GP's. The NHS are aiming to complete the over 80’s cohort by 5 February 
2021. 
 
I refer the member to the list of published vaccination sites for January: 
Delivery Sites (www.gov.scot) 
 
and the published deployment plan: 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): vaccine deployment plan 2021 - gov.scot (www.gov.scot) 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what plans it has to support the Palliative Care Research Forum, 
established under the Strategic Framework for Action on Palliative and End of Life 
Care. 
 

S5W-34277  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Palliative Care Research Forum has been unable to meet in 
2020 due to the challenges associated with the Covid -19 pandemic. The Scottish 
Government remains supportive of the Forum and will work with Forum leads over 
the coming months to learn from our experiences in the pandemic, and reflect on the 
role and work of the Forum going forward. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of National Records of Scotland data that reportedly shows that 
there have been 4,000 more deaths at home in 2020 than in "normal" years as a 
result of the pandemic, what plans it has to explore end of life experiences in 
community settings in this year. 
 

S5W-34281  
 
Jeane Freeman: We want people to be able to receive high quality end of life care in 
the setting that is most comfortable for them. For most people this will be at home or 
in a homely setting. 
 
However, there are significant challenges associated with gathering views from 
those who have had a loved one supported by palliative care services to support 
further improvement work. These include the difficulty in gathering a suitable sample 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/advice-and-guidance/2020/12/coronavirus-covid-19-update-on-vaccinations/documents/vaccination-locations-overview-january/vaccination-locations-overview-january/govscot%3Adocument/Covid19%2BVaccination%2BLocations%2BOverview%2B-%2BJanuary.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-vaccine-deployment-plan-2021/
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size to make the findings useful for service improvement, the need to put in place 
support arrangements for those contacted, and most significantly the ethical 
requirement for the benefit of those findings to outweigh the distress caused by 
surveying the families of the recently deceased. This a particularly important 
consideration during the pandemic. 
 
As part of our wider work to learn from experiences during the pandemic, we are 
working with Public Health Scotland and other key stakeholders to identify options on 
how best to establish a more coherent picture of the quality of end of life care, which 
can also be used for improving future service delivery. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what plans it has (a) for a new palliative and end of life care strategy 
and (b) to appoint a new national clinical lead for palliative and end of life care. 
 

S5W-34282  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government remains committed to ensuring that 
people get the palliative and end of life care that is right for their unique 
circumstances.  
 
Over the coming months, we will be working with key stakeholders to reflect on our 
experiences during the pandemic and focus on the lessons learned to inform any 
future palliative and end of life care service development work. Ministers will 
communicate any decisions regarding service development work to Parliament in 
due course. 
 
 
Emma Harper (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the reported increasing numbers of COVID-19 positive cases 
in Stranraer and Wigtownshire, whether it will establish a walk-through COVID-19 
testing centre in Stranraer, similar to those in Galashiels, Wick and Oban, which 
have similar population sizes to Stranraer, in order to provide equity of access to 
COVID-19 testing for people who rely on public transport. 
 

S5W-34476  
 
Mairi Gougeon: The Scottish Government has established walk-through local test 
sites to support universities with students’ return in August and September, increase 
urban testing access, and fill drive-through provision gaps to provide equal access to 
testing across Scotland – when Scotland’s mobile testing unit fleet had not been 
scheduled to increase.  
 
The Scottish Government plans to expand and improve the mobile testing fleet 
significantly by the beginning of March. Subject to local partners’ agreement, these 
plans mean a mobile testing unit will be able take drive-through bookings and walk-
ins in Stranraer seven days a week – up from the current two days a week – with 
immediate effect. 
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Richard Leonard (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many additional (a) NHS staff, (b) social care staff and (c) non-
medical personnel it estimates will be required in order to successfully mass 
vaccinate the population against COVID-19. 
 

S5W-33729  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-S5W-33989 on 
29 January 2021. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Dean Lockhart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the statement by the First 
Minister on 8 December 2020 (Official Report, c. 11), whether it will publish the 
public health data that was used to inform the decision to place the Stirling Council 
area under Level 3 COVID-19 restrictions, and what its response is to reports that 
public health officials had advised that a move to Level 2 would have been more 
appropriate. 
 

S5W-33931  
 
Jeane Freeman: Decisions on levels, both initially and on review, carry significant 
consequences, for the communities they affect and for Scotland as a whole and we 
are committed to ensuring decisions are informed by data and analysis. The 
evidence is assessed through a process that is open, transparent and collaborative 
so that restrictions are not kept in place longer than is strictly necessary to achieve 
the aim of suppressing the virus. It is important to note that there are no set triggers 
for moving between levels. Instead we have a range of indicators which might 
suggest that a review of the position may be necessary. Wider considerations also 
have been taken into account 
 
In line with the process set out in the allocations document, the National Incident 
Management Team (NIMT), chaired by Public Health Scotland and including 
representatives from local government as observers, meet to discuss the latest 
analysis of data, which is agreed with local partners including Directors of Public 
Health. The NIMT then provide advice to a group made up of the Scottish 
Government’s chief advisers and lead officials representing the “four harms” and 
observers from local government. This group helps form recommendations for 
Ministers on allocation of levels, which are subsequently agreed at Cabinet. 
 
Each week we publish the considerations and analysis that have informed the 
review. This week that included considerations regarding the imminent festive period 
and in order to safely allow limited gathering over Christmas, a deliberately cautious 
approach was taken. Lowering prevalence of the virus prior to the festive period is 
key to avoiding the need for more restrictive measures in the new year and to ensure 
that the NHS does not become overwhelmed by COVID-19 in January, which is 
traditionally the most challenging time for it. It is vital that the risk that gatherings of 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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family and friends poses to further spread of the virus is managed carefully to ensure 
that the hard work and sacrifices of people and businesses across Scotland are not 
undermined. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish details of the national 
(a) performance dashboard, (b) advice and booking service and (c) vaccination 
record system that is referred to in the COVID-19 Delivery Framework. 
 

S5W-33981  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-33989 on 
29 January 2021. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what plans have been or are being 
prepared for the use of future COVID-19 vaccines that might require less logistical 
planning than that developed by Pfizer. 
 

S5W-33985  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-33989 on  
29 January 2021. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish each NHS board's 
COVID-19 vaccination delivery plan. 
 

S5W-33986  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-33989 on  
29 January 2021. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish the national workforce 
plan for the roll-out of the COVID-19 vaccination programme. 
 

S5W-33988  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-33989 on  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


10 

29 January 2021. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many people will be in wave (a) 1, (b) 2 
and (c) 3 of the COVID-19 vaccination prioritisation programme, also broken down 
by how many weeks it will take to immunise them. 
 

S5W-33989 

Jeane Freeman: This information is outlined in the published 'COVID-19 Vaccine 
Deployment Plan 2021'Coronavirus (COVID-19): vaccine deployment plan 2021 - 
gov.scot (www.gov.scot) 
 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether so-called "long COVID" will be a condition added to 
the respiratory care action plan. 
 

S5W-32619  
 
Jeane Freeman: We are committed to taking action to support those experiencing 
the longer physical and mental health impacts of COVID-19, including those that 
have developed long-term respiratory problems as a result of contracting the virus. 
 
Work to develop the final Respiratory Care Action Plan for Scotland is underway and 
it will play a key role in responding to the implications and consequences for many 
aspects of respiratory care going forward, including pulmonary rehabilitation.  
 
We are prioritising the implementation of the Framework for Supporting people 
through Recovery and Rehabilitation during and after the COVID-19 Pandemic. The 
Framework is available to read on the Scottish Government’s website: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/framework-supporting-people-through-recovery-
rehabilitation-during-covid-19-pandemic/ 
 
In addition to the Framework we are funding research into the long-term effects of 
COVID-19 and supported the Scottish Intercollegiate Guidelines Network (SIGN), 
which worked with the National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) and 
the Royal College of GPs to publish a rapid clinical guideline on the persistent effects 
of COVID-19. The guideline provides clinical definitions of the effects of COVID-19 at 
different times and is available to view on the SIGN website: 
https://www.sign.ac.uk/media/1800/sign161-long-term-effects-of-covid19-10.pdf 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
any NHS board used an age-based frailty score system triage tool at any time during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, and how such a system operated. 
 

S5W-32762 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
https://www.gov.scot/publications/framework-supporting-people-through-recovery-rehabilitation-during-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/framework-supporting-people-through-recovery-rehabilitation-during-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.sign.ac.uk/media/1800/sign161-long-term-effects-of-covid19-10.pdf
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Jeane Freeman: We are not aware of any NHS board using an age-based frailty 
score system as a triage tool during pandemic. 
 
On 25 July, Scottish Government published on updated Clinical Advice that aims to 
support clinicians with decision making throughout this COVID-19 pandemic. It 
includes guidance on use of the clinical frailty score. 
 
The Clinical Advice does not make any recommendations to clinicians about 
changing the way that they make decisions. Clinicians continue to make decisions as 
they always have, using their clinical judgement, the best scientific evidence, abiding 
by their legal and ethical obligations and ensuring they facilitate shared decision 
making by patients. 
 
The guidance makes it clear that even where it is appropriate to use the CFS, it 
should not be used in isolation to direct clinical decision making. Factors such as 
age, frailty or the existence of co-morbidities should only be considered when 
included as part of a non-discriminatory personalised assessment which will assess 
a patient’s overall potential to benefit from interventions such as critical care 
admission, alongside their ability to return to a quality of life that is acceptable to 
them.  
 
The guidance also makes it clear that it is vital that no clinical decisions are made on 
the basis of any characteristic(s) of a patient, such as age, disability or the presence 
of existing health conditions or impairments that are not clinically relevant to the 
potential benefits of a course of treatment. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it is recruiting retired health service staff to help with the administration of 
the COVID-19 vaccination programme. 
 

S5W-34331 

Jeane Freeman: Information for individuals that want to offer their support to the 
vaccination programme is available at: Coronavirus (COVID-19): guidance on 
offering support - gov.scot (www.gov.scot).  
 
Publication of the National Protocols for COVID-19 Vaccines on 21st January, 
authorises and enables retired unregistered and returning staff to administer 
COVID-19 vaccinations. These individuals can now apply for specific vaccinator 
roles advertised on the NHS Scotland Recruitment website, with applications 
routed directly to local Health Boards. 
 
We have engaged with Health Boards regarding those individuals who have 
intimated an interest in re-entering the health and social care workforce via our 
Accelerated Recruitment Portal (ARP). We have provided 188 prospective 
vaccinators to Boards through this route. 
 
In addition, we have already provided all NHS Scotland boards with access to 
the GMC and NMC emergency registers of qualified healthcare workers. We are 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-clinical-advice/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-offering-support/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-offering-support/
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writing to regulators to signpost our guidance for onward dissemination to 
registrants interested in a role within the programme. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many (a) residents and (b) staff there are in care homes. 
 

S5W-34334 

Jeane Freeman: Care Home Residents: The most recently available official 
statistics from Public Health Scotland show there were 35,630 care home residents 
in all adult care home types as at 31st March 2019. Most, 32,445 are in Older People 
Care Homes, and of those, 30,914 are long-stay residents (Care Home Census for 
Adults in Scotland 27 October 2020 - Data & intelligence from PHS 
(isdscotland.org)). 
 
More recent estimates from the management information system, TURAS Care 
Management System, covering all but a small number of adult care homes, estimate 
around 30,000 care home residents in long-stay Older People Care Homes, as 
published in the Vaccine Deployment Plan (COVID-
19+vaccine+deployment+plan+14+January+2021.pdf (www.gov.scot)). 
 
Care Home Staff: 
 
The most recently available official statistics from the Scottish Social Services 
Council show there were 53,080 care home staff (headcount) and 41,090 Whole 
Time Equivalents (WTE) in all adult care home types as at 31st December 2019. 
This includes long-stay, short-stay and respite care homes and non-clinical ancillary 
staff (Scottish Social Service Sector: Report on 2019 Workforce Data | Scottish 
Social Services Workforce Data (sssc.uk.com)). 
 
More recent estimates from the TURAS Care Management System estimate around 
45,000 care home staff in long-stay Older People Care Homes, as published in the 
Vaccine Deployment Plan. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government (a) how 
many and (b) what percentage of care home (i) residents and (ii) staff have received 
a COVID-19 vaccination each week. 
 

S5W-34335  
 
Jeane Freeman: As of 23rd December Public Health Scotland are publishing weekly 
vaccination statistics on their website. As further vaccination data becomes 
available, PHS will consider expanding their reporting in line with this. 
 
 
 
 

https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/health-and-social-care/social-and-community-care/care-home-census-for-adults-in-scotland/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/health-and-social-care/social-and-community-care/care-home-census-for-adults-in-scotland/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/health-and-social-care/social-and-community-care/care-home-census-for-adults-in-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2020/12/coronavirus-covid-19-vaccine-deployment-plan-2021/documents/coronavirus-covid-19-vaccine-deployment-plan-2021/coronavirus-covid-19-vaccine-deployment-plan-2021/govscot%3Adocument/COVID-19%2Bvaccine%2Bdeployment%2Bplan%2B14%2BJanuary%2B2021.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2020/12/coronavirus-covid-19-vaccine-deployment-plan-2021/documents/coronavirus-covid-19-vaccine-deployment-plan-2021/coronavirus-covid-19-vaccine-deployment-plan-2021/govscot%3Adocument/COVID-19%2Bvaccine%2Bdeployment%2Bplan%2B14%2BJanuary%2B2021.pdf
https://data.sssc.uk.com/data-publications/22-workforce-data-report/239-scottish-social-service-sector-report-on-2019-workforce-data
https://data.sssc.uk.com/data-publications/22-workforce-data-report/239-scottish-social-service-sector-report-on-2019-workforce-data
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Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the process is for identifying suitable settings for COVID-19 vaccination roll-out 
 

S5W-34338  
 
Jeane Freeman: As part of the Covid Vaccine Programme, National Service 
Scotland were commissioned to produce a comprehensive Service Delivery Manual 
which guides the process of identifying suitable sites, this is underpinned by analysis 
carried out by Scottish Government Geographical Information Systems, National 
Records of Scotland Demographic Statistics and coordination with NHS and Local 
Authorities. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what action it is taking to encourage GP practices to work together to administer the 
COVID-19 vaccination roll-out, similar to the approach in Winsford, Cheshire, which 
reportedly administered 975 doses in three and half days. 
 

S5W-34340  
 
Jeane Freeman: NHS Scotland territorial health boards are working closely with 
GPs to coordinate the appropriate delivery mechanisms to meet the Vaccination 
targets outlined in the Scottish Government's Covid -19 Vaccines Deployment Plan. 
Different sized GP practices and vaccination sites will process different numbers of 
vaccines per day depending on populations they service, their demographic grouping 
and geographical spread. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what action it is taking to encourage retired health professionals to sign up to 
administer the COVID-19 vaccination. 
 

S5W-34341  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-34331 on  
29 January 2021. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether (a) everyone over 50 
and (b) all younger people with underlying health conditions will receive their COVID-
19 vaccine by May 2021. 
 

S5W-34451  
 
Jeane Freeman: Groups (a) and (b) in the question refers to JCVI priority groups 
6,7,8,9, as follows: 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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6. All individuals aged 16 years to 64 years with underlying health conditions which 
put them at higher risk of serious disease and mortality and Unpaid carers. 
7. All those 60 years of age and over. 
8. All those 55 years of age and over.  
9. All those 50 years of age and over. 
 
For JCVI priority groups 6,7,8,9 - We expect to start these cohorts in March and aim 
to complete first doses by early May 2021 as set out in our Covid-19 Vaccine 
Deployment Plan published 14th Jan 202, subject to availability of supplies. 
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what role military planners 
are playing in delivering the COVID-19 vaccination programme; how many armed 
forces' (a) personnel and (b) teams will be involved in (i) planning and (ii) 
administering the vaccinations; how many are currently in place, and how long it 
expects they will be involved with this. 
 

S5W-34452  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-34456 on  
29 January 2021. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many armed forces 
reservists who serve in medical units are responding to the COVID-19 pandemic by 
assisting in (a) ICU wards, (b) the vaccination programme and (c) other medical 
settings. 
 

S5W-34456  
 
Jeane Freeman: There are no armed forces personnel, regular or reserve, deployed 
in ICU wards or in patient facing roles in hospitals or other medical settings in 
Scotland. 
 
A MACA (Military Aid for Civil Authorities) has been agreed with the armed forces to 
support the Covid Vaccines Programme, with approximately 80 personnel supporting 
this logistical work. The Scottish Government does not hold information as to 
whether the personnel deployed are regular or reserve personnel. The MOD are 
responsible for selecting the people with the necessary skills needed for the task. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


15 

Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will list the sites 
that (a) it and (b) the Ministry of Defence has identified for administering COVID-19 
vaccinations. 
 

S5W-34457 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government has already listed Vaccination sites for 
January and will continue to do so. NHS territorial boards have led on the 
identification and provision of vaccination sites and have been supported by the 
armed forces where required. Delivery Sites (www.gov.scot) 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many registered COVID-19 vaccinators there are in each NHS board area. 
 

S5W-34359 
 
Jeane Freeman:  

Registered Vaccinators (Headcount), Vaccination Management Tool (VMT) 

Health Board 22-Jan-21 

NHS Ayrshire and Arran 237 

NHS Borders 189 

NHS Dumfries and Galloway 412 

NHS Education for Scotland 2 

NHS Fife 206 

NHS Forth Valley 372 

NHS Grampian 1514 

NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde 1527 

NHS Highland 607 

NHS Lanarkshire 922 

NHS Lothian 946 

NHS Orkney 57 

NHS Shetland 52 

NHS Tayside 912 

NHS Western Isles 86 

Scottish Ambulance Service 269 

The Golden Jubilee Hospital 22 

The State Hospital 7 

Territorial Boards Total 8039 

Special Boards* Total 300 

Grand Total 8339 

 
This figure represents the number of staff that have completed all mandatory training 
components, and are registered on the vaccination management tool, by Health 
Board Area. It does not, however, include all GPs participating in the programme, 
many of whom are using local systems to record vaccinations. 
 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/advice-and-guidance/2020/12/coronavirus-covid-19-update-on-vaccinations/documents/vaccination-locations-overview-january/vaccination-locations-overview-january/govscot%3Adocument/Covid19%2BVaccination%2BLocations%2BOverview%2B-%2BJanuary.pdf
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Data from the VMT is management information, and is subject to change. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it has encouraged former NHS staff that can give COVID-19 vaccinations to 
return to the workforce and, if so, how many have been recruited. 
 

S5W-34360 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government has welcomed support from former NHS 
staff who have offered to assist in the delivery of the COVID-19 Vaccination 
Programme. Individuals can offer their support at: Coronavirus (COVID-19): 
guidance on offering support - gov.scot (www.gov.scot). 
 
In October we shared information with Health Boards from nurses, registered on our 
Accelerated Recruitment Portal, who expressed an interest in supporting the COVID-
19 Vaccination Programme. We have provided 188 prospective vaccinators to 
Health Boards through this route. 
 
We have also written to regulatory bodies (HCPC, GPhC, GMC and NMC), to help 
connect temporary registrants with their local Health Boards in order that they may 
register an interest in returning to support the delivery of healthcare services. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many (a) GPs, (b) dentists, (c) nurses and (d) other health professionals can 
give COVID-19 vaccinations. 
 

S5W-34361  
 
Jeane Freeman: We have written to Health Boards asking that they secure a daily 
workforce of c. 1,700 Whole Time Equivalent (WTE) vaccinators and c.970 support 
staff, with a view to delivering 400,000 doses per week by the end of February. 
 
Publication of the National Protocols for COVID-19 Vaccines on 21st January, 
authorises and enables retired unregistered and returning staff to administer the 
vaccines. It also extend the groups of healthcare professionals who are authorised to 
vaccinate, with appropriate education, training and supervision. 
 
More than 8000 vaccinators are currently registered on the vaccination management 
tool, and at least 640 GP Practices are already actively involved in the programme. 
We are currently engaging with Health Boards regarding the composition of this 
workforce. 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government (a) 
how many and (b) what percentage of (i) care home residents, (ii) care home staff, 
(iii) NHS staff, (iv) social care staff and (v) people over 80 have been given a COVID-
19 vaccination each week. 
 

S5W-34362  

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-offering-support/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-offering-support/
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Jeane Freeman: As of 23 December Public Health Scotland are publishing weekly 
vaccination statistics on their website. As further vaccination data becomes 
available, PHS will consider expanding their reporting in line with this. 
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to 
question S5W-33155 by Joe FitzPatrick on 25 November 2020, whether it will 
publish the advice of the Clinical and Professional Advisory Group for Care Homes; 
what the timescale is for issuing the guidance on prescribing vitamin D to people in 
care homes, and how that guidance will be communicated to healthcare 
professionals and care homes. 
 

S5W-34406  
 
Jeane Freeman: As the answer to question S5W-33155 outlined, this matter has 
been raised with stakeholders including the Clinical and Professional Advisory Group 
for Care Homes. The Chief Medical Officer wrote to Adult Care Home Providers, 
Primary care leads and others on 21 January 2021, outlining that all residents in 
adult care homes should be assessed for vitamin D supplements as part of their 
regular routine clinical review and that decisions on whether to prescribe vitamin D 
for care home residents, should be taken on an individual basis. This is to ensure 
that the supplements would be of benefit and to check the need for co-prescribing 
with calcium as well as for other contraindications or side effects. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether pharmacies will be involved in the roll-out of the COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-34424  
 
Jeane Freeman: Yes, Community Pharmacists and members of the pharmacy team 
can be involved in the roll-out of the COVID-19 vaccine. 
 
The community pharmacy network across Scotland continue to play a key role in the 
NHS response to the COVID-19 pandemic, and it is vital that they ensure that that 
patients continue to have their medicines safely dispensed and providing accessible 
healthcare advice through the NHS Pharmacy First Scotland service. 
 
 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many deaths there have been since the start of the COVD-19 
pandemic that were as a result of difficulties in accessing treatment in hospital or 
cancelled appointments. 
 

S5W-34553  
 
Jeane Freeman: This information is not held by the Scottish Government. It may be 
available on request from health boards. 
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Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the answer to question S5W-33926 by Mairi Gougeon on 11 January 2021, 
whether it plans to gather the information that was requested regarding how many 
hospital patients have been discharged to hospices (a) untested and (b) after testing 
positive for COVID-19, and what the reasons are for its position on this matter. 
 

S5W-34563 

Jeane Freeman: Following the publication of the Public Health Scotland report 
Discharges from NHSScotland hospitals to care homes 
(https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-
19/discharges-from-nhsscotland-hospitals-to-care-homes/) the data management 
team within PHS are working to improve the recording of the 'discharge to' field 
within hospital discharge records. This will include all discharge destinations, 
including discharges to hospices. 
 
 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many clinicians have volunteered to support the NHS outwith their 
working hours since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, and how they have been 
supported to do this. 
 

S5W-34564  
 
Jeane Freeman: NHS Scotland's staffing levels are at a record high, with 19,500 
more whole time equivalent staff members working in our NHS under this 
Government. 
 
Decision on the deployment of clinicians within NHS Scotland are the responsibility 
of individual NHS Boards. The Scottish Government does not hold data on how 
many clinicians have volunteered to support the NHS outwith their working hours 
since the start of the Covid-19 pandemic.  
 
However, ensuring staff have adequate rest and recuperation is also a top priority, 
and something which employers, including NHS Boards, must take seriously and 
work continues with boards and key stakeholders to put and sustain practical 
measure in place in this regard. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many people with (a) cystic fibrosis, (b) severe asthma, (c) chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), (d) interstitial lung disease and (e) 
sarcoidosis are being advised to shield from COVID-19. 
 

S5W-34572  
 
Jeane Freeman: It is not possible for Public Health Scotland to give precise totals 
for people with those conditions. However, (a) cystic fibrosis, (b) severe asthma, (c) 

https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/discharges-from-nhsscotland-hospitals-to-care-homes/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/discharges-from-nhsscotland-hospitals-to-care-homes/
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chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), (d) interstitial lung disease and e) 
sarcoidosis all fall into the broader “Respiratory” shielding category, which includes 
other conditions and totals 76,421 patients according to figures published by PHS  
21-01-2021. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-32711 by Jeane 
Freeman on 9 November 2020, whether a timetable has been agreed for the 
publication of the report by the Junior Doctors' 48-hour Expert Working Group. 
 

S5W-34611  
 
Jeane Freeman: No timetable for publication has been agreed at present. The 
ongoing response to the Covid-19 pandemic is the focus of our activity, and we have 
agreed with BMA Scotland that the final report and its important recommendations 
will be released when it has been fully considered. 
 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what evidence it has that confirms the accuracy of COVID-
19 tests. 
 

S5W-32322  
 
Mairi Gougeon: RT-PCR Testing 
Each laboratory that carries out RT-PCR testing for SARS-CoV-2 validates and 
verifies the tests that are used. This includes External Quality Assessment 
participation, which independently reviews the tests used in each laboratory. The 
initial laboratory verifications are held by NHS Scotland’s National Laboratories 
Programme Quality Group and the laboratories themselves. Ongoing review data is 
held by the individual laboratory and the Lighthouse Laboratory Network. 
 
Testing using lateral flow devices 
The Lateral Flow Antigen Tests, also referred to as Lateral Flow Devices, have been 
validated by Public Health England Porton Down and the University of Oxford as 
having a sensitivity rate of 76.8%, which means they will identify 7 in 10 positive 
cases. This rises to over 95% of individuals with high viral loads, who are the most 
likely to be most infectious. The Scottish Government’s Covid-19 Assay Diagnostic 
Innovations Group has reviewed the Porton Down validation data. All positive results 
from Lateral Flow Tests are also offered a confirmatory PCR test. We are aware that 
sensitivity of Lateral Flow Tests can vary in different settings. However, the lateral 
flow test continues to be a valuable to tool increase the capacity and accessibility to 
testing, identify positive cases and break chains of transmission. 
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Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what action it is taking to monitor the prevalence of COVID-19 (a) in 
supermarkets and (b) among supermarket staff. 
 

S5W-34353 

Mairi Gougeon: The Scottish Government participates in the Defra Food Resilience 
Forum where there has been regular reporting of the absence across the whole of 
the food and drink sector, including supermarkets. Information is also collected on 
outbreaks so we are able to identify whether there are issues at particular retail 
outlets or supermarkets. Scottish Government also engages in regular dialogue with 
retailers to ensure there is an overview of the impact of Covid-19 on the sector. 
 
A range of management information including some information on likely exposure 
settings based on interviews conducted with people who have tested positive for 
Covid-19 is collected and by Public Health Scotland (PHS) and used by the Scottish 
Government. This information is available on the PHS dashboard (Dashboard - Data 
& intelligence from PHS (isdscotland.org)) and includes details of possible exposure 
within retail environments, such as supermarkets, and those who have been 
shopping. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether IVF treatment services can continue under the current 
COVID-19 restrictions and, if so, to what extent. 
 

S5W-34383 

Mairi Gougeon: The 4 NHS IVF Centres in Scotland remain open and will be guided 
by the Scottish Government’s Winter 2020/21 plan for Fertility Services in Scotland. 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): fertility services - winter 2020/2021 preparation plans - 
gov.scot (www.gov.scot) 
All Centres continue to provide the full range of treatments at present and this will be 
reviewed regularly due to the evolving COVID-19 situation. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking to recruit retired and 
former NHS staff to assist in the COVID-19 vaccination programme. 
 

S5W-34571  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-34331 on  
29 January 2021. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what guidance is available for pregnant dentists who are 

https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/20-january-2021/dashboard/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/20-january-2021/dashboard/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/winter-2020-21-preparation-fertility-services-scotland-october-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/winter-2020-21-preparation-fertility-services-scotland-october-2020/
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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working during the COVID-19 pandemic, and what support it will provide to them if 
they have to stop working because of the risk that they face. 
 

S5W-34619  
 
Mairi Gougeon: The Scottish Government advises that all pregnant dentists should 
follow the advice of the Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists. This 
advises that, subject to a pregnancy risk assessment dentists without underlying 
health problems and prior to 28 weeks pregnancy can continue with face to face 
patient care. Dentists may elect to withdraw from face to face patient care outside of 
these conditions and should be supported by employers in doing so. 
 
The Scottish Government has implemented a package of financial measures to 
support all NHS dentists through this pandemic, which extends to pregnant dentists, 
to enable them to safely control their patient facing activity. This includes the supply 
of free basic and enhanced PPE where this is used in the treatment of NHS patients. 
 
Pastoral support is available from a number of sources including, but not limited to 
NHS Education for Scotland. Additionally, Scottish Government extended free 
occupational health services for dental team members in independent contractor 
settings from 1st July 2018. 
 
 
Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to its news release of 18 January 2021, Extra funding to support unpaid 
carers, whether the £750,000 allocated to unpaid carers is new money and, if not, 
from which budget stream it has been sourced. 
 

S5W-34654  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I can confirm that the extra £750,000 as detailed in the 18 January 
press release is new funding. 
 
I refer the member to the answer to S5W-34671 on 29 January 2021 for further 
information on other additional funding investment in the Time to Live fund, wider 
Short Breaks Fund, Young Scot package for young carers and on statutory rights for 
eligible unpaid carers to short breaks. 
 
All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the Parliament's 
website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
engagement it is having with unpaid carers directly, and not through carers' 
organisations, to help ensure that their experience of the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic helps inform the recovery from it. 
 

S5W-34655  
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Mairi Gougeon: Scottish Government Ministers and officials regularly attend 
meetings and sessions with unpaid carers to ensure they are properly involved in 
COVID-19 response and recovery planning. 
 
The former Minister for Public Health, Sport and Wellbeing, Joe FitzPatrick MSP, 
attended a range of virtual meeting with carers in 2020 at which the impact of the 
pandemic was discussed. These include: 
• a Carers Week session run by Dundee Carers Centre in June; 
• a members meeting of the Coalition of Carers in Scotland (COCIS) in June; 
• a conversation with families who benefited from Family Fund’s Take a Break 
Fund in September; and 
• the Carers Parliament event in November (alongside the Minister for Mental 
Health). 
Other Ministers have also engaged directly with carers during the pandemic. 
 
As the new Minister for Public Health and Sport, I have a number of meetings in my 
diary over the coming months to speak directly with carers of all ages about their 
experiences and concerns during this challenging time. 
 
In additional to direct Ministerial engagement, Scottish Government officials across 
various portfolios have met and consulted with unpaid carers regularly on issues 
relating to the pandemic. Examples include: 
• responding to issues raised by the Carers Cross Party Group, and other 
Cross Party Groups with carer interests; 
• engagement events for the ‘Towards Transformation plan’ which looks to 
address emerging COVID-19 issues for autistic people and/or people with learning 
disabilities; 
• engagement with carers of those with dementia as part of the Clear Your 
Head campaign; 
• through the national Dementia in Care Homes Group which has met regularly 
since the start of COVID -19; 
• engagement with individual carers leading to the publication of the Scottish 
Government’s Dementia COVID-19 Recovery Plan; 
• work with young carers to support the development of a young carer section 
of the National Wellbeing Hub. 
Forthcoming Social Security work includes research with young carers as part of the 
evaluation of Young Carer Grant (YCG) to explore how COVID-19 has impacted on 
how young carers have used, or intend to use, the grant. 
 
We will also launch a survey, which will be followed by an interview series, on how 
the pandemic has impacted people’s communication preferences and needs of 
Social Security Scotland. This will be sent to all Experience Panels members and all 
members of the Social Security Client Panels who have applied to Social Security 
Scotland, including applicants for YCG. 
 
Around half of the Social Security Experience Panel is made up of carers. Of people 
who responded to the questions, 52% of panel members said that they have caring 
responsibilities. 
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As always, members of the public, including unpaid carers, continue to be able to 
write to the Scottish Government, providing vital lived experience which informs 
recovery policy making. 
 
 
Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to its news release of 18 January 2021, Extra funding to support unpaid 
carers, what information it has regarding how many unpaid carers there are; how 
many will be able to access the £750,000 being allocated, and what the average 
payment will be. 
 

S5W-34671 

Mairi Gougeon: The actual number of unpaid carers in Scotland is not known but is 
estimated to be around 700,000 to 800,000 people. The latest estimate is 690,000, 
of whom 29,000 are young carers (under 18). This is based on Scottish Health 
Survey figures from before the pandemic, so is likely to be an underestimate. 
 
The extra £750,000 is being invested in the voluntary sector Short Breaks Fund’s 
‘Time to Live’ scheme. The scheme is delivered locally by partners, usually local 
carer centres, which are able to use the funding to support carers take a break from 
caring by providing them with small grants. After engaging with delivery partners, at 
their request, we have also agreed that they can use this additional funding to 
increase vital wellbeing services for carers such as counselling or peer support 
groups. We believe that these local delivery partners are best placed to identify 
those in need and decide how to prioritise the funding within their area. Reporting on 
the reach and impact of the funding will be undertaken after the end of the financial 
year. 
 
This is the third top up this year of the Time to Live scheme in response to carer 
needs for short breaks during the pandemic. We invested an extra £100,000 in June 
2020 to support young carers and another £80,000 in December 2020 for all carers 
as part of the Winter Support Package. This brings the total 2020-21 investment in 
the Time to Live fund to £1,507,000. 
 
The Time to Live fund is only one element of the annual £3 million Scottish 
Government funded voluntary-sector Short Breaks Fund. Another scheme, the 
£700,000 Take a Break fund for parents of children with disabilities, delivered by 
Family Fund, was also topped up with an extra £178,750 in July 2020. 
 
We also provided an extra £200,000 to the Young Scot young carers package in 
June 2020 which has been invested in support for young carers such as 
entertainment subscriptions, gaming devices, shopping e-vouchers and pamper 
packs. 
 
Alongside the opportunities through the voluntary sector, unpaid carers in Scotland 
also have a right to have their needs for support, including a need for a short break, 
considered by their local authority. Local authorities have a duty to provide support to 
the carer to meet any eligible needs, including to take a break on a regular basis. 
 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/research-and-analysis/2015/03/scotlands-carers/documents/scotlands-carers---update-release/scotlands-carers---update-release/govscot:document/00548776.pdf
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Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the answer to question S5W-33974 by Jeane Freeman on 14 January 2021, 
whether it will provide the information in the format requested regarding how many 
care homes have had (a) zero to 10, (b) 11 to 20, (c) 21 to 30, (d) 31 to 40 and (e) 
over 40 of their residents die where COVID-19 has been a factor or suspected factor 
(i) between 1 January and 30 June 2020 and (ii) since 1 July 2020 to date, and for 
what reason it did not provide the information in this format in its answer. 
 

S5W-34585  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jeremy Balfour (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-33894 by Jeane 
Freeman, which received a holding response on 22 December 2020, for what reason 
it has not yet provided a substantive answer to the question, and when it plans to do 
so. 
 

S5W-34610  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 
Mike Rumbles (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government, in light of the additional pressure on the NHS due to COVID-
19, what (a) action it has taken and (b) additional funding it has provided to support 
local authorities in preventing injuries caused by inadequate gritting during periods of 
icy weather. 
 

S5W-34650  
 
Michael Matheson: Scotland's 32 local authorities are responsible for the 
maintenance and safe operation of Scotland's local road network. Each local 
authority is responsible for all aspects of the non-trunk road network within their 
jurisdiction, including Winter Service Operations. This includes all footways, 
footpaths and cycle tracks not in private ownership. While each road authority will 
prioritise the treatment of their own networks, mutual aid is offered, when possible. 
This includes the sharing of plant, facilities, labour and salt. 
 
Systems are already established to prioritise road clearing around hospitals and 
NHS Sites. In addition, Transport Scotland and their trunk road partners have 
reviewed vaccination sites on or adjacent to the trunk road network and considered 
the potential for pre-cautionary treatment routes to be flexed to assist access to 
these locations should mutual aid be requested. 
 
No additional direct funding has been provided in support of winter maintenance in 
relation to COVID-19 although we have provided £204 million as general revenue 
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support which local authorities could use to supplement their winter maintenance 
budget if they choose to do so. 
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Government initiated questions lodged on 29 January 2021 

S5W-34871 George Adam: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide 
an update on the COVID-19 legislation in place. 
S5W-34872 Alasdair Allan: To ask the Scottish Government how many new and 
enhanced opportunities it will create through the Young Person’s Guarantee, and 
how it will track young people participating in these opportunities. 

Written questions lodged on 29 January 2021 

S5W-34853 Michelle Ballantyne: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the 
COVID-19 clinical prioritisation framework stating that priority level two surgery 
should be scheduled within four weeks, whether it will confirm that (a) access to 
surgery will be maintained for (i) patients who require it to alleviate severe pain and 
(ii) all patients with priority level two surgery scheduled and (b) where there are 
capacity issues, alternatives such as the Golden Jubilee National Hospital can be 
used. 
S5W-34856 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government what measures it is 
taking to (a) track and (b) address the impact of COVID-19 restrictions on mental 
health. 
S5W-34858 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government whether self-
catering accommodation businesses in island communities will have access to the 
same financial support as self-catering properties in areas subject to Level 4 
restrictions. 
S5W-34859 Ross Greer: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has 
made of whether foster carers should be prioritised to receive the COVID-19 vaccine 
during the second phase of the vaccination programme. 
S5W-34866 Mark Griffin: To ask the Scottish Government what it is doing to 
monitor the (a) accessibility and (b) availability of GP appointments during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-34867 Mark Griffin: To ask the Scottish Government what guidance it has 
given to NHS boards in relation to administering COVID-19 vaccinations to (a) (i) 
short- and (ii) long-term hospital in-patients and (b) hospital in-patients who have 
multiple conditions and are considered to be within a high-risk group.  
S5W-34869 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the 
proposed increase in discretionary funding for local authorities in its recent Budget, 
when the new funding will be received by local authorities, and what the earliest date 
is on which businesses will receive the new uplift.  
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 

answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 

which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 

asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 

through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
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