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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Wednesday 27 January 2021 
 
Written questions lodged on 27 January can be found on page 8. 
 
Portfolio Questions relating to COVID-19 on 27 January are included at page 7. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 27 January) 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 

Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-32185 by 
John Swinney on 20 October 2020, whether it will provide an update on how many 
digital devices for school pupils funded by the £25 million announced by the Cabinet 
Secretary for Education and Skills on 23 June 2020 have been (a) ordered, (b) 
received and (c) distributed to learners, broken down by local authority area. 
 

S5W-34395 

John Swinney: Local authorities are responsible for securing and distributing 
devices. The following table details devices that have been ordered, received and 
distributed by end-December 2020, as reported by local authorities: 
 

Local Authority 

Devices 
ordered but 

not yet 
received 

Devices 
received 
but not 

distributed 

Devices 
distributed 

Total 

Aberdeen City 0 0 1777 1777 

Aberdeenshire 632 0 4100 4732 

Angus 0 0 1555 1555 

Argyll and Bute 39 0 1317 1356 

City of Edinburgh 0 0 2252 2252 

Clackmannanshire 33 0 828 861 

Dumfries and Galloway 0 0 2371 2371 

Dundee City 1300 0 750 2050 

East Ayrshire 325 136 2002 2463 

East Dunbartonshire 0 0 1015 1015 

East Lothian 399 0 1407 1806 

East Renfrewshire 33 0 590 623 

Falkirk 340 0 1500 1840 

Fife 826 550 4089 5465 

Glasgow City 0 0 7240 7240 

Highland 100 116 4407 4623 
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Inverclyde 0 344 856 1200 

Midlothian 0 0 1235 1235 

Moray 0 0 1315 1315 

Na h-Eileanan Siar 0 0 357 357 

North Ayrshire 0 0 1734 1734 

North Lanarkshire 0 2360 2427 4787 

Orkney Islands 0 0 275 275 

Perth and Kinross 700 388 769 1857 

Renfrewshire 1800 0 1600 3400 

Scottish Borders 0 66 250 316 

Shetland Islands 5 0 475 480 

South Ayrshire 0 334 1172 1506 

South Lanarkshire 342 935 4242 5519 

Stirling 266 340 1528 2134 

West Dunbartonshire 1726 0 358 2084 

West Lothian 0 0 2905 2905 

Total 8866 5569 58698 73133 

 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
guidance it has provided to local authorities regarding the Supply Teachers Job 
Retention Payment for the 2020-21 academic year. 
 

S5W-34675  
 
John Swinney: Pay and conditions of service for teachers are matters for the 
Scottish Negotiating Committee for Teachers (SNCT).  
 
The SNCT issued guidance on a job retention scheme for supply teachers in April 
last year. The payment was available to supply teachers during the lockdown and 
closed at the end of June. 
 
The SNCT is currently considering whether further support will be required. 
 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
financial support it is providing to supply teachers in the 2020-21 academic year. 
 

S5W-34676  
 
John Swinney: The Scottish Government has provided local authorities with  
£80 million of additional investment in education staff, sufficient for the recruitment of 
around 1,400 additional teachers, including supply teachers, and 200 support staff 
this year.  
 
In addition, a package of £45 million of new funding was announced on 13 January 
to support the delivery of remote learning. This new funding can be used to recruit 



3 
 

 

additional teachers and may offer further employment opportunities for supply 
teachers. 
 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has held with the General Teaching Council for Scotland regarding the 
continuation of the Supply Teachers Job Retention Payment for the year 2020-21. 
 

S5W-34677  
 
John Swinney: Pay and conditions of service for teachers are matters for the 
Scottish Negotiating Committee for Teachers (SNCT) and therefore not a matter for 
the General Teaching Council for Scotland.  
 
The SNCT is currently considering whether further support might be required. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Finance  
 
Alexander Stewart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what financial assistance is available to self-
employed sports and fitness coaches whose livelihoods have been impacted by the 
COVID-19 restrictions. 
 

S5W-34552 

Kate Forbes: In November 2020, the UK Government extended the Self Employed 
Income Support Scheme (SEISS) for a further six months. The grant is available to 
self-employed individuals who were eligible for previous funding under the scheme, 
although they do not need to have claimed the previous grants. The Scottish 
Government has set aside funding of £15 million for a second iteration of the Newly 
Self-Employed Hardship Fund that we introduced in April 2020 in order to mitigate 
the financial challenges for those who are unable to access the SEISS. We are 
working to finalise the delivery mechanism and criteria for this fund and will publish 
more detail shortly.  

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport  
 
Emma Harper (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the reported increasing numbers of COVID-19 positive cases 
in Stranraer and Wigtownshire, whether it will establish a walk-through COVID-19 
testing centre in Stranraer, similar to those in Galashiels, Wick and Oban, which 
have similar population sizes to Stranraer, in order to provide equity of access to 
COVID-19 testing for people who rely on public transport. 
 

S5W-34476  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what consideration it has given to making police officers an immediate 
priority in the roll-out of the COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-34547  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether student doctors and nurses required to undertake 
placements on the frontline will be prioritised in the first wave of the roll-out of the 
COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-34560  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government what action it is taking to ensure that people who employ 
carers and social care personal assistants using direct payment packages can afford 
the PPE they require and purchase it without the risk of overspending their package 
budget. 
 

S5W-34565  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers  
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-33208 by Humza 
Yousaf on 30 November 2020, in light of the cabinet secretary's comment that "as 
we gather data on how vaccines confer immunity, we will explore the potential role of 
immunity passports", whether it will provide an update on its position regarding the 
introduction of so-called health or immunity passports that document people’s 
infection and vaccination status for COVID-19, and what discussions it has had with 
the UK Government regarding their potential use. 
 

S5W-34566  
 
Humza Yousaf: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Social Security and Older People  
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what financial support it is offering to families that have had 
to return to shielding from COVID-19. 
 

S5W-34679 

Shirley-Anne Somerville: We are not asking people to return to full shielding as we 
did during the first lockdown. We are not advising people on the shielding list to stop 
going outside, which we know is beneficial; or, to stop going for essential shopping 
or medicines. The extra advice for those on the shielding list has not changed since 
level 4 areas went into lockdown on 5 January except in relation to going to work.  
 
The Chief Medical Officer has advised those who cannot work from home, not to go 
to work for as long as the area where they live or work is in lockdown. Employers 
can, at their discretion, furlough people through the Coronavirus Job Retention 
Scheme which has been extended until April 2021. Furlough is always a decision for 
employers but we strongly encourage them to do everything they can to support their 
employees, including through furlough where appropriate.   
 
Some employers may offer additional financial support for employees who are off 
work for coronavirus-related reasons which may be set out in their terms and 
conditions of employment. Otherwise, people who don’t attend work for this reason 
may be eligible for Statutory Sick Pay, Universal Credit, Employment and Support 
Allowance, the Self-Employed Income Support Scheme, or other benefits.  
 
Anyone who is worried about affording essentials or needs additional support or 
help, can call the free National Assistance Helpline on 0800 111 4000. This helpline 
continues to provide a free-phone connection to local authorities which can provide 
additional support including access to food, fuel, and third sector services or 
volunteers. 
 
 
 
Emma Harper (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its position is on whether the children of workers in the agricultural 
and dairy sector should be allowed to access the services that are available to the 
children of key workers under the current COVID-19 restrictions. 
 

S5W-34570 

Christina McKelvie: In order to achieve our primary objective of reducing 
interactions and helping to drive down community transmission of Covid-19, the 
number of key worker children presenting to schools during the current strict 
lockdown must be kept to an absolute minimum. The purpose of the exceptional key 
worker arrangements initiated in January 2021 is therefore to ensure that workers 
who are critical to supporting essential and lifeline services in Scotland can request 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2020/10/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework/documents/extra-protection-level-advice-people-highest-risk-coronavirus/extra-protection-level-advice-people-highest-risk-coronavirus/govscot%3Adocument/extra-protection-level-advice-people-highest-risk-coronavirus.pdf
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places for their children in schools or with childcare providers, when alternative 
options have been exhausted. 
 
Where the agriculture and dairy sector are critical to food supply and / or support 
essential or critical services as set out in the published guidance, employers and 
staff would be eligible to request access to key worker child places in schools as 
potential Category 3 workers. As not all agriculture and dairy workers supports such 
services, it would not be appropriate to explicitly include those sectors in the key 
worker categories.  
 
It is for local authorities, schools and providers to consider and respond to individual 
requests. Employers are therefore asked to strictly prioritise and only request places 
for staff who are critical to the provision of essential services and have no alternate 
childcare or working options. 
 
In considering requests to schools, local authorities are expected to take account of 
the diverse needs of their local communities, families and young people when 
applying these arrangements and managing demand for places.  
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity  
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what exemptions on quarantine on compassionate grounds 
there are for inbound international travellers visiting close relatives who are receiving 
end-of-life care. 
 

S5W-34686  
 
Michael Matheson: Public health measures have been implemented at borders to 
minimise the risk of importation of the virus from foreign travel. This includes the 
requirement for travellers to self-isolate for 10 days upon arrival in Scotland. This 
applies to all arrivals with a few limited sectoral exemptions provided for. Travellers 
are permitted to leave their self-isolation accommodation in limited circumstance, 
including on compassionate grounds such as making an end of life visit to a relative. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-childcare-provision-2021/pages/purpose/
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Portfolio Questions relating to COVID-19 on 27 January 2021 

Economy, Fair Work and Culture 

2. Emma Harper: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the increased 
restrictions on business due to COVID-19, what direction and guidance it offers 
to local authorities regarding using discretionary business support funding. (S5O-
04954) 

4. Mark Griffin: To ask the Scottish Government how its Fair Work agenda can help 
it to take a collaborative and partnership approach to working with workers and trade 
unions during the COVID-19 pandemic. (S5O-04956) 

5. Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an 
update on the distribution of COVID-19 business support funding. (S5O-04957) 

6. Maurice Corry: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the impact of COVID-
19 on the economy, what efforts it has made to raise awareness among businesses 
of the support available to assist them in employing veterans, where vacancies 
match their skills and experience. (S5O-04958) 

7. Finlay Carson: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an update 
on the support being provided to businesses that have been affected by the COVID-
19 pandemic. (S5O-04959) 

8. Bruce Crawford: To ask the Scottish Government what consideration it is giving 
to providing further support to painters and decorators and food production and 
distribution businesses in light of the COVID-19 restrictions. (S5O-04960) 

Education and Skills 

1. Johann Lamont: To ask the Scottish Government what analysis it 
undertook during the first COVID-19 lockdown regarding pupil engagement, and how 
the findings affected its decisions regarding the current remote learning measures. 
(S5O-04961) 

2. Keith Brown: To ask the Scottish Government what percentage of children and 
young people are accessing places at school and nursery during the current 
lockdown period. (S5O-04962) 

3. Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government what arrangements are in 
place for supply teachers during the current lockdown period. (S5O-04963) 

4. Brian Whittle: To ask the Scottish Government what support it has put in place to 
help teachers deliver home schooling during the COVID-19 pandemic. (S5O-04964) 

8. Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government what additional support is 
being provided to teachers to support pupils with additional needs. (S5O-04968) 

 
Answers to these and other questions can be found here. 
 
 

  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04954
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04954
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04956
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04957
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04958
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04959
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04960
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04961
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04962
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04963
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04964
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04968
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13081&i=118371
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Government initiated questions lodged on 27 January 2021 

S5W-34822 David Torrance: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide 
an update on the work being carried out to support the health and wellbeing of 
Scotland’s health and social care workforce at this time. 

Written questions lodged on 27 January 2021 

S5W-34789 Patrick Harvie: To ask the Scottish Government what consideration it 
has given to the impact of antisocial noise on people during the COVID-19 lockdown, 
and what its position is on whether local authorities’ monitoring and enforcement 
regimes are appropriate for these circumstances. 
S5W-34790 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what support it is 
offering to the domestic and hospitality cleaning industry, in light of cleaners not 
being able to enter people's homes under the current COVID-19 restrictions. 
S5W-34791 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
issue guidance to local authorities to recognise the cleaning industry as part of the 
supply chain to retail, hospitality and leisure businesses in relation to awarding 
funding from the Retail, Hospitality and Leisure Business Grant Scheme. 
S5W-34792 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government when care home 
residents will receive their second dose of the COVID-19 vaccine. 
S5W-34793 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government when frontline NHS 
workers will receive their second dose of the COVID-19 vaccine. 
S5W-34800 Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to 
consider unpaid carers as priority recipients of the COVID-19 vaccine. 
 
 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34822
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34789
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34790
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34791
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34792
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34793
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34800
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

