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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Tuesday 26 January 2021. 
 
Links to Topical Questions and answers relating to COVID-19 on 26 January 
are included at page 25. 
 
Written questions lodged on 26 January can be found on page 26 of this 
document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 26 January) 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether people employed in (a) pharmacy and (b) grocery and food retailing will be 
deemed key workers, allowing them to access education and childcare services 
while schools are closed. 
 

S5W-34351  
 
John Swinney: The key worker definitions agreed with local government and 
published on 6 January 2021 for the current, exceptional provision of in-school 
learning and childcare for children of key workers, includes all health and care staff 
and workers without whom there would be a significant impact on Scotland. This 
allows essential pharmacy, grocery and food retail workers to request access to 
such provision from their local authority or childcare provider. 
 
It is however essential to note that, to reduce interactions and help to drive down 
community transmission of Covid-19, the number of key worker children presenting 
during the strict lockdown period must be kept to an absolute minimum and it is for 
authorities, schools and providers to consider and respond to individual requests. 
Employers are therefore asked to strictly prioritise and only request places for staff 
who are critical to the provision of essential services and supplies and have no 
alternate childcare or working options. 
 
 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the statement by the First Minister on 4 January 2021 
(Official Report, c. 1), what scientific evidence it has regarding the impact of closing 
schools on the transmission rate of COVID-19 among the general population. 
 

S5W-34364 

John Swinney: An update of the evidence on COVID-19 in children and the role of 
school settings in transmission by the European Centre for Disease Prevention and 
Control (ECDC) highlights that the incidence of COVID-19 in school settings appears 
to be impacted by community transmission levels: 
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https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/COVID-19-in-children-and-
the-role-of-school-settings-in-transmission-first-update_1.pdf 
      
The impact of school opening and closures on community transmission will also be 
influenced by broader factors (such as the increased opportunity for work and social 
contacts for parents/carers) and the contribution that transmission occurring within 
school settings makes to overall community transmission. The ECDC reports that 
where epidemiological investigations have occurred, transmission in schools has 
accounted for a minority of all COVID-19 cases in each country. Adherence to 
community mitigations by broader society will have a substantial impact. 
 
Evidence provided to the Scientific Advisory Group on Emergencies (the paper was 
approved prior to the emergence of data on the new variant (VOC 202012/01; 
variant B.1.1.7)) included the following summary. “Overall, accumulating evidence is 
consistent with increased transmission occurring amongst school children when 
schools are open, particularly in children of secondary school age (high confidence): 
multiple data sources show a reduction in transmission in children following schools 
closing for half term, and transmission rates increasing again following the post-half 
term return to school (medium confidence). It is difficult to quantify the size of this 
effect, and it remains difficult to quantify the level of transmission taking place 
specifically within schools compared to other settings.” The evidence is available 
online at: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attach
ment_data/file/948617/s0998-tfc-update-to-4-november-2020-paper-on-children-
schools-transmission.pdf 
 
The Scottish Government has published two updates on the state of the epidemic 
since the beginning of 2021. The latest report (Coronavirus (COVID-19): state of the 
epidemic in Scotland 13 January 2021 - gov.scot (www.gov.scot)) notes that over the 
last fortnight there has been a step change in the course of the epidemic with a 
sharp rise in case numbers and hospital and ICU admissions. 
 
The new variant (VOC 202012/01), which can be transmitted more easily than other 
variants, is now circulating widely in Scotland. Evidence from Imperial College, 
published on 31 December presents a consensus that this new variant has a 
substantial transmission advantage, with an increased rate of transmission estimated 
to be somewhere between 0.4 and 0.7. It is very likely that this strain will continue to 
increase in dominance in Scotland in a similar way to that already seen in London 
and SE England. 
 
As cases in the community rise there will be an increase in the number of children 
we see with COVID-19, but the overwhelming majority of children and young people 
have no symptoms or very mild illness only. Despite a rise in the numbers of children 
infected more recently, child health experts confirm they are not seeing a substantial 
rise in COVID-related illnesses in children in hospital. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government, in light of the potential impact on both the children and 
their families, what its response is to concerns that children with additional support 

https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/COVID-19-in-children-and-the-role-of-school-settings-in-transmission-first-update_1.pdf
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/COVID-19-in-children-and-the-role-of-school-settings-in-transmission-first-update_1.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/948617/s0998-tfc-update-to-4-november-2020-paper-on-children-schools-transmission.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/948617/s0998-tfc-update-to-4-november-2020-paper-on-children-schools-transmission.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/948617/s0998-tfc-update-to-4-november-2020-paper-on-children-schools-transmission.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-state-of-the-epidemic-in-scotland-13-january-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-state-of-the-epidemic-in-scotland-13-january-2021/
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needs, such as autism, are not permitted to access special educational provision 
during the current COVID-19 lockdown, and what the reasons are for its position on 
this matter. 
 

S5W-34640  
 
John Swinney: The Scottish Government has prioritised the needs of vulnerable 
pupils, including those with additional support needs, as part of our response to 
COVID-19. While schools remain closed for the majority of pupils, our guidance for 
the phased start of the spring term, asked that schools remain open to provide for 
vulnerable pupils and children of key workers. 
 
Our guidance sets out which children and young people may be considered to be 
vulnerable in the current circumstances. Decisions on which children and young 
people attend at this time are best made by those who work directly with children 
and young people with complex additional support needs. It is vital that these 
decisions reflect the need to continue to manage the transmission of the virus in 
these very difficult and exceptional times. 
 
In addition to specific provision for vulnerable children, Education Scotland has put in 
place a wide range of support, including specific resources to support families of 
children with complex additional support needs. Further Information has also been 
published on the Parent Club website. 
 
 
Ross Greer (West Scotland) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the statement by the Cabinet Secretary for Education and 
Skills on 13 January 2021 (Official Report, c.17), how much each local authority will 
be allocated from the £45 million package to deploy more support for schools and 
families. 
 

S5W-34665  
 
John Swinney: We are currently working with COSLA to agree the distribution of 
this additional funding. It is being considered by COSLA Leaders on 29 January and 
we will publish details on the Scottish Government website when they are finalised. 
 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many people accessed the Supply Teachers Job Retention Payment since it was 
introduced, and how much has been spent on these payments. 
 

S5W-34673  
 
John Swinney: The Scottish Government does not hold the information on how 
many people accessed the Supply Teachers Job Retention Payment. Recruitment 
and deployment of teachers are matters for local authorities to determine. 
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The Scottish Government has provided £80 million of additional investment in 
education staff, sufficient for the recruitment of around 1,400 additional teachers and 
200 support staff this year. 
 
On 13 January a further package of £45 million of new funding was announced to 
support the delivery of remote learning, which can be used to recruit further staff. It is 
sufficient to employ an additional 2,000 teachers to the end of this financial year if 
required and may offer further employment opportunities for supply teachers. 
 
This money is additional to the £160m that we have already committed for education 
recovery since the start of the pandemic. 
 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide an update on the availability of the Supply Teachers Job 
Retention Payments for the 2020-21 academic year. 
 

S5W-34674  
 
John Swinney: Pay and conditions of service for teachers are matters for the 
Scottish Negotiating Committee for Teachers (SNCT).  
 
The SNCT issued guidance on a job retention scheme JS/20/78 for supply teachers 
in April last year. The payment was available to supply teachers during the lockdown 
and closed at the end of June. 
 
The SNCT is currently considering whether further support might be required. 
However, in view of the £45m of additional funding recently provided to local 
authorities, which can be used for purposes including the employment of additional 
staff to deliver in-person or remote learning, we would expect sufficient employment 
opportunities for supply teachers. 
 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government what advice it has issued to those (a) running and (b) attending 
schools during the current COVID-19 lockdown, and whether it will offer 
any additional support in light of any lessons learned during this period. 
 

S5W-34509 

John Swinney: We recognise that the move to remote learning will have created 
challenges for many. Therefore, since announcing the introduction of remote 
learning, we have published and updated supplementary guidance on school 
reopening arrangements for January 2021, and I am grateful to Education Scotland 
for publishing their Guidance on remote learning to support parents and 
practitioners. 
 
These documents draw on our partners’ experiences and learning over the last year, 
and I am grateful to the education workforce, parents and pupils for their hard work 
to ensure learning and teaching continue. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-school-re-opening-arrangements-for-january-2021/pages/purpose-and-background/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-school-re-opening-arrangements-for-january-2021/pages/purpose-and-background/
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/covid-19-education-recovery/cerg-guidance/
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Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether specific advice will be issued regarding exemptions to 
travel restrictions to assist people moving out of student accommodation. 
 

S5W-34523 

Richard Lochhead: Following the First Minister’s announcement on 8 January 2021 
that the planned staggered return of students at the start of the new term would be 
extended, we published revised guidance for colleges, universities and 
accommodation providers on 15 January 2021. 
 
The guidance explains how the current restrictions on travel apply to students 
moving out of student accommodation. It should be read alongside wider Scottish 
Government guidance and sets out the steps students should take to ensure any 
move from accommodation is conducted safely. An FAQ is also available for 
students on the Student Information Scotland website. 
 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
resources it has made available for parents and carers to deliver childcare and 
education for children whose nurseries have been closed due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, and what new and additional support it plans. 
 

S5W-34535 

Maree Todd: We recognise the value that families place on access to high quality 
early learning and childcare, and understand the decision to restrict attendance at 
these settings is very difficult for both children and their parents and carers. 
 
For all our learners, and particularly for the very youngest children, some of the best 
learning already takes place through play, within the home with parents and carers. 
We are mindful that working parents of very young children are finding it particularly 
difficult to balance childcare and work at the moment, and to support families at this 
challenging time we have updated our Parent Club website with some useful links 
and simple suggestions to engage children in meaningful play based learning. 
 
Education Scotland has also produced resources for parents and carers who are 
supporting young children learning at home (available on the Scotland Learns 
website). These are complemented by a range of resources for early learning and 
childcare practitioners delivering support for learning at home. Links to the national 
e-learning offer (including Dug’s Den), Scotland Learns practitioner resources and 
curriculum support can be accessed through a single page on the Education 
Scotland website. 
 
In addition, the Scottish Government’s COVID Education Recovery Group have 
established a new subgroup on Parent and Family Support. This group will review all 
of the measures in place to support parents and families during this difficult time and 
evaluate the need for any further action.  

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-universities-colleges-and-student-accommodation-providers/pages/temporary-lockdown-guidance/
https://www.studentinformation.gov.scot/coronavirus/term-two
https://www.parentclub.scot/topics/coronavirus/activities-and-games?age=0
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/scotland-learns/
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/scotland-learns/
http://www.e-sgoil.com/earlyyears20/
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/scotland-learns/resources-for-practitioners/
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/learning-resources/supporting-online-learning-links-for-practitioners/
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/national-e-learning-offer/resources-for-practitioners-preparing-online-remote-learning/
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Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment it has made of the risk to (a) nursery schools and (b) other early years 
settings of the decision to close them in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-34536  
 
Maree Todd: The decision to introduce these restrictions was based on clinical and 
expert advice provided by the Scottish Government COVID-19 Advisory Sub-Group 
on Education and Children’s Issues as to the public health risks of the new strain of 
the COVID-19 virus. We recognise that as a result of the latest public health 
guidance most private, voluntary or non for profit day care of children services are 
open only for small numbers of children, and we are aware that this can create 
financial pressures for providers. 
 
That is why temporary financial support will be available to those services who are 
currently only permitted to operate for vulnerable children or those of key workers, to 
help mitigate the reduction in income resulting from operating below capacity and to 
ensure these settings can remain open. 
 
Support will be provided through grants to services that are delivering childcare to 
key worker and vulnerable children during the temporary restrictions. 
 
Services that choose to close over this period will be able to draw on support from 
the Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme. 
 
We have also agreed with local government that the payments for funded ELC 
should continue during the period of additional restrictions, even for those children 
who are not able to attend, to ensure that local capacity is retained ensuring 
sustainability for the future delivery of ELC. 
 
We are also aware that many childminders continue to encounter challenges and 
that some may be experiencing a drop in demand for their services despite being 
able to remain open.  
 
The Scottish Government is continuing to work with the sector to determine how best 
this additional support for childminders who are most affected by the Covid-19 
pandemic can be delivered. 
 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will publish the evidence it received to inform the decision to close nursery 
schools in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-34537  
Maree Todd: The Scottish Government COVID-19 Advisory Sub-Group on 
Education and Children’s Issues has committed to producing and publishing an 
updated evidence report on children, schools, early learning and childcare and 
transmission by the end of January. In the meantime, the note of the Sub-Group's 
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meeting on 6th January provides an overview of the evidence that has informed the 
decision to close early learning and childcare settings to all but the children of key 
workers and other priority groups, in the context of the Variant of Concern 
202012/01. 
 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment it has made of the risk that the COVID-19 pandemic brings to (a) staff 
and (b) children at (i) nursery schools and (ii) other early years settings. 
 

S5W-34539  
 
Maree Todd: The Scottish Government COVID-19 Advisory Sub-Group on 
Education and Children’s Issues considered the risks of a return to education across 
all stages, in the context of the Variant of Concern 202012/01, in an extraordinary 
meeting held on 31 December. The advice from the sub-group was that schools and 
early learning and childcare settings should remain closed to all but the children of 
key workers and other priority groups beyond 18 January on a precautionary basis, 
and that there should be a fortnightly review of that decision.  
 
The review of risk to early learning and childcare staff and children will take a 'four 
harms' approach to help ensure that the transmission risk is taken into account while 
the impacts on the other harms are kept to a minimum. The three other harms are: 
the wider impact that the virus is having on health and social care services; how the 
restrictions are impacting on our broader way of living and society (including the 
negative effects on child development and inequality); and the effect of the 
restrictions on our economy (including the ability of parents to work and the 
sustainability of childcare businesses). 
 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has held with the SQA regarding the publication date of the 2021 
results and, to allow more time for teachers to assess and compile evidence and 
additional learning time for students, what its position is on pushing back the 6 
August date. 
 

S5W-34517  
 
John Swinney: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it has held discussions with the SQA regarding providing more time for 
teachers to provide estimates of students’ attainment, in line with what was required 
in May 2020. 
 

S5W-34515  
 
John Swinney: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when 
the SQA will advise teachers of the timescale for recording and uploading Higher 
and Advanced Higher award estimates based on their judgement of evidence of 
students’ attainment. 
 

S5W-34514  
 
John Swinney: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has had with (a) the SQA and (b) teaching unions regarding the time 
available for teaching staff to accumulate sufficient evidence to estimate student 
grades for the 2021 awards. 
 

S5W-34513  
 
John Swinney: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
plans are being drafted with the SQA to adjust the timeline for awards based on 
teacher judgement of evidence of pupils’ attainment if the COVID-19 lockdown 
continues to March 2021, 
 

S5W-34512  
 
John Swinney: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its 
response is to the recent report by the Equalities and Human Rights Commission on 
embedding equality into decisions and processes affecting older people in care 
homes in Scotland. 
 

S5W-34226  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-34182 on  
20 January 2021. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
any lack of involvement of care home residents in their care during the COVID-19 
pandemic is a breach of their human rights. 
 

S5W-34235  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-34246 on  
20 January 2021. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
any application of DNACPR (do not attempt cardiopulmonary resuscitation) notices 
on people’s care plans against their wishes or without their consent is a breach of 
their human rights. 
 

S5W-34236  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government DNACPR guidance makes clear that we 
expect clinicians to discuss treatment options openly and honestly with patients and 
their families (where appropriate) to help ensure that they get the care that is right for 
them. This should ideally take place before an event occurs so as to avoid causing 
distress to the individual and their family.  
 
Our DNACPR guidance also emphasises that where it is clear in advance that CPR 
would not be successful it is essential that the information that CPR cannot be 
offered is clearly and sensitively shared with patients or power of attorney (and their 
loved ones if the patient wishes to do so), unless it is judged that the conversation 
would cause physical or psychological harm to the individual. This discussion is then 
recorded on a DNACPR form and included in the individual’s care notes. 
 
When a disagreement with the family or patient occurs around CPR, a second 
opinion should be offered. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
any restriction imposed on care home residents (a) visiting others and (b) leaving 
their home is a breach of their human rights. 
 

S5W-34237  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-34238 on  
26 January 2021. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
any lack of access to healthcare for care home residents during the COVID-19 
pandemic is a breach of their human rights. 
 

S5W-34238  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-34246 on  
20 January 2021. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
its policies and guidance on care homes during the COVID-19 crisis have breached 
the public sector equality duty. 
 

S5W-34240  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-34244 on  
20 January 2021 which details how fairness and human rights have been at the 
heart of the Scottish Government’s approach to keep people in care homes as safe 
as possible.  
 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament's 
website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
it will ask the Care Inspectorate to review how DNACPR (do not attempt 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation) notices have been applied during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 

S5W-34243  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government has no plans to ask the Care 
Inspectorate to review the use of DNACPR forms for those residing in care homes. 
 
Decisions relating to whether an individual would benefit from Cardiopulmonary 
Resuscitation (CPR) are matters for the individual and the healthcare team 
responsible for their care. As such, these matters do not fall under the remit of the 
Care Inspectorate. 
 
The COVID-19 outbreak has brought about absolutely no change to the use of Do 
Not Attempt CPR (DNACPR) forms in the Scottish NHS and no change to the advice 
issued to healthcare professionals about their use. 
 
We continue to expect healthcare professionals to discuss treatment options openly 
and honestly with individuals and their families (where appropriate) to help ensure 
that they get the care that is right for them. However, if a clinician feels as though a 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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patient would not benefit from CPR as a result of their clinical circumstances, then 
ultimately (like all other treatments) it should not be offered as a treatment option 
and should be recorded appropriately. 
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
light of the transmission rate of the COVID-19 variant, whether the number of people 
allowed in supermarkets at any one time will be reduced to allow for greater social 
distancing. 
 

S5W-34356  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government continues to monitor the transmission of 
Covid-19, including in retail settings. In light of the transmission rate of the new 
variant of COVID-19 we have taken steps to strengthen our guidance on the 
operation of retail settings. 
 
Under Regulations, supermarkets must take all reasonable measures to ensure that 
a distance of two metres is maintained between any persons on the premises, with 
the exception of those within the same household or a carer assisting another 
person. They must also take all reasonable measures to ensure that it only admits 
people to its premises in sufficiently small numbers to make it possible to maintain 
that distance. This includes those queueing awaiting entry to the premises. 
 
We are aware that a number of supermarkets already base their footfall on 3-metre 
distancing and have introduced additional protective measures such as the use of 
Perspex screens to protect staff and customers. 
 
We will continue to work with sector leads to protect workers and customers in retail 
settings as we monitor the transmission risks associated with the new variant of the 
virus and, if appropriate, will amend the guidance and Regulations currently in place. 
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many COVID-19 
vaccinators will be required to meet the timetable for the programme, and what 
contingency plans are in place to respond to sickness, leave and other absences. 
 

S5W-34450 

Jeane Freeman: On 14 January we published our Coronavirus (COVID-19): vaccine 
deployment plan 2021 - gov.scot (www.gov.scot). The plan describes the steps we 
will take to deliver 400,000 doses of Covid-19 vaccine per week by the end of 
February subject to the necessary vaccine supply being made available. Workforce 
modelling estimates indicate that this will require a workforce of c. 1700 whole time 
equivalent (WTE) vaccinators and c. 950 WTE support staff.  
 
We recognise that not every member of staff will work on a full-time basis and local 
headcount will be adjusted to reflect less-than-full-time working, predictable absence 
and clinic operating hours; health board work with these variables when undertaking 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-vaccine-deployment-plan-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-vaccine-deployment-plan-2021/


12 

local recruitment and setting rostering patterns. The total number of vaccinators and 
support staff by headcount is therefore likely to be significantly higher than the above 
WTE estimates. We regularly reassess board capacity through the programme and 
are monitoring the total pool of trained vaccinators that boards can access.  
 
Data extracted on 19 January 2020 from the Covid Vaccinations Management Tool, 
shows that nationally boards have collectively registered approximately 7,500 
vaccinators.  
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what liaison it has had with 
(a) St John Scotland and (b) the British Red Cross regarding mobilising volunteers to 
take part in the COVID-19 vaccination programme, also broken down by how many 
volunteers are participating. 
 

S5W-34459  
 
Jeane Freeman: The British Red Cross (BRC) are playing a leading role co-
ordinating Voluntary and Community Sector support for the COVID-19 vaccination 
programme in Scotland. Scottish Government officials have been meeting weekly 
with the BRC Scotland Director, through the Voluntary and Community Sector 
Advisory Group (VCSAG), also chaired by the BRC Scotland Director. Official level 
discussions continue, to engage with health boards to process offers of support, and 
to explore how volunteers can contribute to the vaccination programme, as it rolls out 
across Scotland.  
 
The Scottish Government has not engaged with St John’s Scotland about mobilising 
volunteers to take part in the COVID-19 vaccination programme. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether parking charges will be suspended for NHS 
hospital car parks during the current lockdown, as they were during the first 
lockdown. 
 

S5W-34461  
 
Jeane Freeman: In December 2020, the Scottish Government reached an 
agreement with the three PFI hospital car park providers to extend the free car 
parking arrangements until March 2021. This extension of free parking continues to 
support staff and remove the barriers to our staff working with the NHS during these 
unprecedented times.  
 
The Health Boards, together with the PFI providers, are currently reviewing the 
options for beyond that period. Parliament will be updated once these discussions 
have concluded, but as they are commercially sensitive negotiations we are not in a 
position to provide further detail at this point. 
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Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government how qualified healthcare workers can enrol as vaccinators 
in the COVID-19 vaccination programme, and how it is signposting them to this 
process. 
 

S5W-34464 

Jeane Freeman: Information for individuals who want to offer their support as Covid-
19 vaccinators can be found at: Coronavirus (COVID-19): guidance on offering 
support - gov.scot (www.gov.scot). Further pro-active communications are planned 
to signpost this guidance to regulators for onward dissemination to registrants who 
may be interested in working as part of the programme. 
 
Individuals can apply for specific vaccinator roles advertised on the NHS Scotland 
Recruitment website, with applications routed directly to local Health Boards. We 
have provided all NHS Scotland boards with access to the GMC and NMC 
emergency registers of qualified healthcare workers, and boards have been able to 
recruit qualified staff that previously registered their interest via the Accelerated 
Recruitment Portal. Data extracted on 19 January 2020 from the Covid Vaccinations 
Management Tool shows that nationally boards have collectively registered 
approximately 7,500 vaccinators. 
 
Offers of volunteer support, for those not wishing or qualified to undertake work as a 
paid vaccinator, are being coordinated via a national agreement with the British Red 
Cross.  
 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether any of the new variants of COVID-19 disproportionately affect young 
children. 
 

S5W-34538  
 
Jeane Freeman: All viruses mutate over time and there are many variants of SARS-
CoV-2 in circulation. This answer focuses on variants of concern discussed recently. 
 
With respect to VOC 202012/01 there is no evidence currently that the new strain 
infects or affects young children differently. Evidence presented to the Scientific 
Advisory Group on Emergencies shows that the age distribution of those with the 
new variant is essentially identical to that seen with the previous strain. This 
evidence is available online at www.gov.uk/government/publications/investigation-of-
novel-sars-cov-2-variant-variant-of-concern-20201201 
 
While cases of the new variant are increasing in all age groups, the rate of increase 
is slightly lower in children under 5 and, compared to other age groups in Scotland, 
children under 5 continue to have far fewer diagnoses of COVID-19. Public Health 
Scotland are continuing to closely monitor the new variant of this virus, its severity 
and its transmissibility between children and from children to adults. While increased 
transmissibility is thought to be a feature of this variant, increased severity and 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-offering-support/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-offering-support/
https://jobs.scot.nhs.uk/
https://jobs.scot.nhs.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/investigation-of-novel-sars-cov-2-variant-variant-of-concern-20201201
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/investigation-of-novel-sars-cov-2-variant-variant-of-concern-20201201
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hospitalisations are not. Any additional mitigations that can be put in place will be 
communicated straight away. 
 
With respect to variants found in South Africa and Brazil, there is currently no data to 
inform whether the age distribution might be different. 
 
 
Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it plans to start trials of the drug, 
Ivermectin, in light of its reported effectiveness at all stages of COVID-19 and 
research on the drug being supported by the World Health Organization through its 
Access to COVID-19 Tools (ACT) Accelerator. 
 

S5W-34506  
 
Jeane Freeman: Potential new therapeutic approaches to COVID-19 are tested 
through the UK-wide platform trials, including RECOVERY, PRINCIPLE and 
REMAP-CAP. These trials are active in Scotland. An independent COVID-19 
Therapeutics Advisory Panel (UK-CTAP) advises on what treatments should be 
proposed for testing through the platform trials. An open nominations portal for UK-
CTAP is managed by UK Research and Innovation. 
 
Guidance: making a proposal for COVID-19 therapeutics clinical trials - GOV.UK 
(www.gov.uk) 
 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what progress has been made with the rapid scoping 
exercise to develop an ePrescribing system across primary care. 
 

S5W-34521  
 
Jeane Freeman: The rapid scoping exercise to develop an ePrescribing system 
across primary care is progressing even with the added ongoing pressures of the 
COVID-19 pandemic response. In addition to initial work undertaken to clearly 
outline an initial solution required to develop a nationally implementable digital 
solution for ePrescribing and dispensing, work has also taken place by NHS NSS to 
outline the current digital infrastructure supporting medicines, prescribing and 
dispensing which will be used as a baseline for development. The initial tranche of 
the work is planned to start in February 2021. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answers to questions S5W-29337 and S5W-29660 by 
Jeane Freeman on 3 June and 10 July 2020 respectively and S5W-28900 by Joe 
FitzPatrick on 15 May 2020, what measures to monitor post-viral symptoms in 
COVID-19 patients are now in place; what treatments are being provided to those 
affected; what plans there are to study chronic post-COVID-19 health conditions, and 

http://www.gov.uk/
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what resources are being allocated to such efforts further to the measures outlined in 
its previous answers. 
 

S5W-34569  
 
Jeane Freeman: SIGN Guideline 161 – ‘Managing the long-term effects of COVID-
19’ provides healthcare professionals with recommendations on the monitoring of 
people with ongoing symptomatic COVID-19 and post-COVID-19 syndrome. The 
approach to monitoring will be tailored to each person, given the wide range of care 
needs that may be experienced. 
 
NHS Scotland is delivering care tailored to the individual needs of people 
experiencing the longer term effects of COVID-19, with clinicians providing support 
based on presenting symptoms. This will continue to evolve as scientific 
understanding of the underlying mechanisms behind these longer term effects 
develops. In addition, we continue to explore the use of a digital tool to support 
symptomatic COVID-19 patients in higher risk groups to self-monitor their condition 
at home. A test of change is underway across a number of Health Boards that would 
provide them with support and advice on any possible deterioration in their condition 
using a pulse oximeter. 
 
On 5 October 2020 the Scottish Government Chief Scientist Office launched a 
research funding call into the long-term effects of COVID-19 infection. Following an 
independent expert review process, 9 research projects have been selected for 
funding with a total commitment of around £2.5 million. These projects cover a wide 
range of approaches and address questions that will greatly increase the clinically 
relevant knowledge base on long-term effects of COVID-19 infection.  
 
Further information is available from the CSO website: 
https://www.cso.scot.nhs.uk/outcome-of-the-funding-call-for-scottish-led-research-
on-long-term-effects-of-covid-19-infection/ 
 
 
Joan McAlpine (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether frontline health care staff in each NHS board area who work in 
private practices will receive their COVID-19 vaccination at the same time as NHS 
health care workers. 
 

S5W-34594  
 
Jeane Freeman: Yes, health and social care workers who work for independent 
agencies, companies and individuals will receive the COVID-19 vaccination if they 
meet the descriptors of Joint Committee for Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) 
category 1 or 2. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether it will consider making the provision and use of 
hand sanitiser for customers entering supermarket mandatory during the current 
phase of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

https://www.cso.scot.nhs.uk/outcome-of-the-funding-call-for-scottish-led-research-on-long-term-effects-of-covid-19-infection/
https://www.cso.scot.nhs.uk/outcome-of-the-funding-call-for-scottish-led-research-on-long-term-effects-of-covid-19-infection/
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S5W-34598  

 
Jeane Freeman: Good hand hygiene remains one of the most effective methods for 
reducing the spread of COVID-19, as reflected in our FACTS campaign. To this end 
we have worked with Public Health Scotland and clinicians to develop guidance 
supporting the operation of supermarkets, and other retail, during the pandemic. This 
includes the use of hand sanitisers and appropriate signage to support customers in 
using such products. 
 
This supports the legal requirement on a person who is responsible for carrying on a 
business to take measures which are reasonably practicable to minimise the risk of 
the incidence and spread of coronavirus on their premises. 
 
Our position remains that we support public understanding of the importance of hand 
hygiene to reduce the risk of transmitting the virus, however we will keep this under 
constant review. Should evidence suggest non-adherence to this or the need to 
strength our approach, we will update our guidance and Regulations accordingly. 
 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether people who have worked in the social work sector 
over the course of the COVID-19 pandemic but who have since left that sector will 
be eligible for the £500 one-off "thank you" bonus. 
 

S5W-33697  
 
Jeane Freeman: Adult social care staff, including social workers, who have been 
active for a minimum of one month between 17 March and 30 November 2020 will 
be eligible for the payment, including those who have since left or retired. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether people working in the adult day care sector will 
receive the £500 "thank you" bonus for NHS and social care staff. 
 

S5W-33978  
 
Jeane Freeman: People working in registered adult day care services will be in 
scope of the pro rata £500 payment being made to those NHS and adult social care 
staff who have been employed since 17 March 2020. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether the £500 "thank you" bonus for NHS and social 
care staff will be paid to all staff working for private and third sector care providers, 
including case managers, finance administration, fundraising managers and 
volunteer co-ordinators. 
 



17 

S5W-33979  
 
Jeane Freeman: Staff working for a registered adult social care service or in a role 
supporting those registered services in a head office, for example finance and 
administrative staff, will be in scope of the pro rata £500 payment being made to 
those NHS and adult social care staff who have been employed since 17 March 
2020. This includes those employed in the statutory, third and private sector. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the findings of its report on Exercise Iris, whether discussions 
regarding additional capacity requirements have been held with the Resilience Unit 
and, if so, what action was taken to address the issues raised. 
 

S5W-33962  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Exercise Iris report noted that capacity and resilience should 
be considered at each meeting of the incident management team (IMT) dealing with 
a High Consequence Infectious Disease (HCID), and that Scottish Government 
would work closely with Boards to ensure that any incident response was 
appropriately resourced, for example through means such as mutual aid from other 
Boards. Exercise Iris was conducted in partnership with the Scottish Government’s 
Resilience Division, which would expect to take appropriate action on any of the 
issues raised by the IMT dealing with a HCID, as part of the overall Scottish 
Government response. 
 
 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government for what reason appointments for a second dose of the Pfizer COVID-
19 vaccine are reportedly 28 days after the first rather than 21; whether this decision 
was made by ministers, and what impact this might have on the effectiveness of the 
vaccine. 
 

S5W-34042 

Jeane Freeman: The dosing schedule was explained by the Chief Medical Officer in 
a letter published on the 8 January 
CMO+explanation+of+covid+vaccine+efficiency+-+8th+Jan.pdf (www.gov.scot) 
 
 
Brian Whittle (South Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist): To ask the 
Scottish Government what consideration it has given to the long-term impact of 
medicines prioritised during the response to COVID-19 for people with a cancer 
diagnosis who have been prescribed continuous treatments, that do not offer 
patients time off from their treatment and therefore impact their quality of life. 
 

S5W-34175  
 
Jeane Freeman: The use of continuous treatment almost always allow greater 
numbers of patients to be eligible for these treatments, which are generally better 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/correspondence/2021/01/advice-on-astrazeneca-and-pfizer-biontech-vaccines/documents/advice-on-astrazeneca-and-pfizer-biontech-vaccines/advice-on-astrazeneca-and-pfizer-biontech-vaccines/govscot%3Adocument/CMO%2Bexplanation%2Bof%2Bcovid%2Bvaccine%2Befficiency%2B-%2B8th%2BJan.pdf
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tolerated and overall have advanced outcomes. Side effects do occur with 
‘continuous’ or ‘maintenance’ treatment and should be managed appropriately. 
Some patients cannot tolerate continuous treatment and alternatives (such as 
‘conventional’ chemotherapy) may still be required.  
 
The purpose of COVID19 National Cancer Medicines Advisory Group (NCMAG) is to 
make rapid recommendations on routine access to alternative s treatment which are 
safer for patients during pandemic circumstances alongside the normal ‘standard of 
care’. This includes treatments that reduce the need to attend hospital and/or reduce 
the time spent in hospital and treatments that make the patient less vulnerable to 
infections. The option to use an NCMAG supported regimen will have been 
discussed with patients in a shared decision making process. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it plans to extend the compulsory wearing of face coverings to outdoor 
public settings. 
 

S5W-34203  
 
Jeane Freeman: There are no current plans to make face coverings mandatory in 
outdoor public settings however, the Scottish Government will continue to review 
what measures can be used, in line with the emerging scientific and clinical advice, 
to reduce the transmission of COVID-19. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what research it is aware of regarding the degree to which COVID-19 is spread by 
people who are asymptomatic, and how any such research has influenced its public 
health policies during the pandemic. 
 

S5W-34466 

Jeane Freeman: Asymptomatic and pre-symptomatic transmission of COVID-19 
occurs, which is a challenge for suppressing the virus as there is a risk of individuals 
mixing with others, whilst not presenting symptoms. The Scottish Government does 
not hold information on the transmission rates of COVID-19 by only asymptomatic 
and pre-symptomatic people. For this reason, the decision-making process around 
asymptomatic and pre-symptomatic transmission, as well as any other COVID-19 
related issue, will continue to be based on the available scientific and medical 
evidence from: 
 
• the World Health Organisation; 
• the UK Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies; 
• the Scottish Government COVID-19 Advisory Group. 
 
Please note that SAGE and the Scottish Government COVID-19 Advisory Group, as 
well as other UK advisory groups such as the New and Emerging Respiratory Virus 
Threats Advisory Group (NERVTAG) and the Scientific Pandemic Influenza Group 
on Modelling (SPI-M), discuss the emerging evidence of transmission of COVID-19 
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separately. Each of them also publishes separate papers, which may cover the 
asymptomatic and pre-symptomatic transmission of the virus. 
The paper ‘SARS-COV-2: Transmission Routes and Environments, 22 October 
2020’ (available from SAGE meetings, October 2020 - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)) 
reported that: 
 
“The contribution of asymptomatic infection to transmission will depend on: 
• the relative degree of infectiousness (this is approximately 1/3 as infectious 
compared to those who have or go onto have symptoms [45]), 
• the proportion of infections that are asymptomatic (recent estimates suggests 20% 
(95% CI 17%–25%) of individuals remain asymptomatic throughout the infection 
[45]) 
• the relative number of contacts (asymptomatic cases are unlikely to self-isolate so 
may have more contacts than symptomatic cases). It is plausible therefore that both 
asymptomatic and pre-symptomatic cases make a significant contribution to 
transmission. People with mild symptoms (paucisymptomatic), who feel otherwise 
well, still carry large amounts of virus in the upper respiratory tract, which might 
particularly contribute to transmission of SARS-CoV-2 [43].” 
 
The Coronavirus (COVID-19): Scotland’s Strategic Framework was published on  
23 October 2020, setting out how we will work to suppress the virus to the lowest 
possible level and keep it there, while we strive to return to a more normal life for as 
many people as possible and tackle the four harms we know the virus causes. We 
will keep our approach under review, informed by scientific evidence and continued 
engagement with business and communities. 
 
Sources: 
43. Cevik M, Tate M, Lloyd O, Maraolo AE, Schafers J, Ho A. SARS-CoV-2, SARS-
CoV-1 and MERS-CoV viral load dynamics, duration of viral shedding and 
infectiousness: a living systematic review and meta-analysis. medRxiv 2020: 
2020.07.25.20162107. 
45. Buitrago-Garcia D, Egli-Gany D, Counotte MJ, et al. Occurrence and 
transmission potential of asymptomatic and presymptomatic SARS-CoV-2 infections: 
A living systematic review and meta-analysis. PLOS Medicine 2020; 17(9): 
e1003346. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what PPE guidance there is for health and care staff who wear 
garments for religious or cultural reasons, and whether disposable hijabs are made 
available. 
 

S5W-34482 

Jeane Freeman: NHS Scotland does not supply staff with disposable hijabs, but 
staff are allowed to wear religious garments including hijabs, provided patient safety 
is not compromised.  
 
These must be washed and/or changed between each shift or immediately if 
contaminated and comply with additional attire in, for example, theatre settings. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/sage-meetings-october-2020
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There is guidance for staff which explains how to properly and safely launder 
uniforms. There is also guidance on PPE included in the National Infection 
Prevention and Control Manual. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its response is to reports that nurses are considering strike action 
due to low pay, understaffing and their treatment at work during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 

S5W-34483  
 
Jeane Freeman: We are hugely grateful to the efforts of dedicated NHS staff as they 
continue to respond to the pandemic. On 30 November 2020, as a thank you for the 
outstanding efforts of NHS staff in these most challenging times, the First Minister 
announced a one-off pro-rata thank you payment. 
 
I meet regularly with the Royal College of Nursing through their role in STAC 
Secretariat, most recently on the 30 December 2020, where all issues related to pay 
can be discussed. I remain absolutely committed to securing a pay settlement for 
2021/22 that is fair, affordable, and sustainable and my officials are working with 
employers and staff side to agree an approach and timetable for securing a pay deal 
for NHS Agenda for Change staff in 2021/22. 
 
Nurses in Scotland are the best paid in the UK. In 2020/21, nurses received a 2.95% 
pay rise as part of the current three-year NHS Agenda for Change pay deal, which 
has delivered a minimum 9% pay increase for most staff, and over 27% for some still 
moving up their pay scale. This is in excess of the 1.67% pay uplift for NHS England 
nurses.   
 
The Scottish Government is doing everything it can to ensure we have sufficient 
numbers of staff on the ground who are well supported in these challenging times. 
Since September 2006, Qualified Nurses & Midwives (including Interns) have 
increased by 8.7%, or 3,564.5 WTE, from 41,026.2 WTE to 44,590.7 WTE. We 
continue to work with health boards to ensure that nurses receive the clinical 
professional support they require, and that psychological and wellbeing support is in 
place at both local and national levels. These measures include the National 
Wellbeing Hub and a National 24hr phone line for NHS and social care staff. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government for what reason "shared lives" social carers do not qualify 
for the £500 bonus that is being offered to health and social care workers in 
recognition of their response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-34540  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 

https://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/dl/DL(2018)04.pdf
http://www.nipcm.hps.scot.nhs.uk/scottish-covid-19-infection-prevention-and-control-addendum-for-acute-settings/#a2706
http://www.nipcm.hps.scot.nhs.uk/scottish-covid-19-infection-prevention-and-control-addendum-for-acute-settings/#a2706
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Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish on a daily basis the 
number of health and social care staff who have received their (a) first and (b) 
second dose of COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-34527  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish on a daily basis the 
number of (a) care home and (b) care at home residents who have received their (i) 
first and (ii) second dose of COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-34526  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish on a daily basis its 
stock level of each COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-34525  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish on a daily basis the 
number of people who have received their (a) first and (b) second dose of COVID-19 
vaccine, broken down by age group. 
 

S5W-34524  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether NHS agency staff will be offered COVID-19 vaccinations on the 
same basis as directly-employed staff. 
 

S5W-34508  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will give retail workers priority access to the COVID-19 
vaccination programme. 
 

S5W-34507  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
it will prioritise teachers and education staff in the roll-out of the COVID-19 vaccine, 
and to what extent any additional risks for staff in the provision of education for 
younger aged children and children with additional support needs have been 
factored into its vaccination programme timetable, in light of these risks reportedly 
being comparable to those present in the provision of health and social care. 
 

S5W-34504  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether it has a procedure in place to ensure that blind and 
partially sighted people are offered the COVID-19 vaccination at locations close to 
their homes or at their GP surgeries, as opposed to regional hubs, in order to avoid 
travel and the added complications that this involves and, if so, whether it will provide 
details of this procedure. 
 

S5W-34503  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many carers have (a) applied for and (b) been awarded the £500 "thank you" bonus 
to date. 
 

S5W-34475  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what priority will be given to foster carers in the roll-out of the COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-34472  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many armed forces 
reservists who serve in medical units are responding to the COVID-19 pandemic by 
assisting in (a) ICU wards, (b) the vaccination programme and (c) other medical 
settings. 
 

S5W-34456  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what role military planners 
are playing in delivering the COVID-19 vaccination programme; how many armed 
forces' (a) personnel and (b) teams will be involved in (i) planning and (ii) 
administering the vaccinations; how many are currently in place, and how long it 
expects they will be involved with this. 
 

S5W-34452  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law officers 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what action Police Scotland is taking under the most recent COVID-19 restrictions to 
ensure that only essential travel by car takes place. 
 

S5W-34489  
 
Humza Yousaf: Other than the most essential journeys, people should not be 
travelling by car between Scotland and other parts of the UK or between local 
authority areas. While operational matters are for the Chief Constable, Police 
Scotland have been clear that they will continue to operate under the principle of 
policing by consent and adopt a common sense approach to enforcing the law. 
 
Visible police patrols will act as a deterrent and, in the event that people breach the 
restrictions, Police Scotland will uphold the law using the same 4E’s approach that 
they have adopted since the start of the pandemic whereby they will Engage, 
Explain, Encourage and only then Enforce to protect public health. As well as 
supporting people to follow the regulations, officers will encourage them to take 
personal responsibility. 
 
 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much additional funding has been provided to Police Scotland to allow support staff 
to work from home during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-34575  
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Humza Yousaf: This year the Scottish Government has increased funding for 
policing in Scotland by £60 million to more than £1.2 billion. This 5.1% rise, 
compared to 2019-20, is ensuring that Police Scotland can maintain officer numbers, 
enhance its community policing capability and maintain and modernise its estate. 
 
In her statement to Parliament on 9 December 2020, the Cabinet Secretary for 
Finance announced an additional £8.2m funding for Police Scotland to cover COVID 
pandemic-related income shortfalls. This funding has been provided to the Scottish 
Police Authority through consequential funding generated by UK Government 
spending. 
 
The allocation of these resources across policing priorities, including to support staff 
homeworking during the COVID-19 pandemic, is a matter for the Scottish Police 
Authority and the Chief Constable to determine. The Scottish Government is 
supportive of Police Scotland’s commitment to put measures in place to support its 
workforce during the COVID pandemic. These include flexible working including 
working from home, provision of laptops and changes to working patterns. 
Additionally, police staff can access a range of services to care for their physical and 
mental health through the “Your Wellbeing Matters” programme. 
 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 

Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will clarify how the term, "five miles from the 
boundary of your local area", in the new lockdown rules is legally defined, and 
whether a person is only allowed to travel to the boundary of their local area, or is 
allowed to travel five miles from the boundary of their local area into an adjacent 
area. 
 

S5W-34427  
 
Michael Matheson: The legal requirements that apply to travel and, in Level 4 
areas, to leaving one’s home without a reasonable excuse are set out in the Health 
Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2020. They are designed to allow, amongst other things, local outdoor 
exercise by permitting that to start and finish at a place in the local authority area in 
which a person lives or is within 5 miles of that area. Guidance stresses that people 
should stay as close to home as possible including by travelling no further than they 
need to reach to a safe, non-crowded place to exercise in a socially distanced way. 
 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what steps it will take to ensure full compliance with quarantine 
regulations by passengers and crew of any private or military aircraft arriving at 
Glasgow Prestwick Airport. 
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S5W-34599  
 
Michael Matheson: Requirements for passengers arriving at any port in Scotland 
are set out in The Health Protection (Coronavirus) (International Travel) (Scotland) 
Regulations SSI2020/169; The Health Protection (Coronavirus Public Health 
Information for Passengers Travelling to Scotland) Regulations SSI 2020/170; and 
The Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Pre-departure Testing and Operator Liability) 
(Scotland) Regulations SSI2021/20. Enforcement is a matter for Border Force and 
Police Scotland. 
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Topical Questions 
 

1. Rona Mackay: To ask the Scottish Government what support is available to 
anyone experiencing domestic abuse, in light of reports of an increasing number of 
referrals by the NSPCC. (S5T-02630) 

2. Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on reducing 
the remand population, in light of reports that it has nearly doubled since April 2020 
and that people awaiting trial are restricted to their cells for 23 hours a day. (S5T-
02631) 
 
Answers to Topical Questions can be found here. 
 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02630
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02631
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02631
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13077&i=118325
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Written questions lodged on 26 January 2021 

S5W-34777 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government whether betting shops 
were included in the list of businesses eligible for the retail, hospitality and leisure 
support grant that was available until 10 July 2020, and what the reasons were for its 
decision on this matter. 
S5W-34778 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish 
the advice it received in regard to the 12-week gap between receiving the first and 
second dose of the COVID-19 vaccine. 
S5W-34782 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has 
to manage car parking and social distancing requirements at the Edinburgh 
International Conference Centre when the centre becomes a COVID-19 mass 
vaccination hub.  
S5W-34794 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to 
question S5W-34236 by Jeane Freeman on 26 January 2021, whether any 
application of DNACPR (do not attempt cardiopulmonary resuscitation) notices on 
people’s care plans against their wishes or without their consent is a breach of their 
human rights. 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34777
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34778
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34782
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34794
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

